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HOME RULE.

—e el
GREAT DEMONSTRATION IN SYDNEY.

Ar reported briefly by cable a great Home Rule demonstration took
place in Sydney, on Monday evening, July 7. No mors representa-
tive mecting (says the JFreeman's Journal) wes ever heid in
Aunstralia, The demonstration was organised under great difficul-
tien. It wrms mecertnined that the large hall was only available on
Mondey night, having been booked after that to the 38Lh Auguat,
To have postponed the gsthering till the later date, while it might
have been the means of seouring speakers from other parta of the
Oommonwealth, would have been unwise, The organisation com-
mittee did what was right, secured the hall for July 7, and ealled
upon the people to sapport them. The result was, as we have maid,
s trinmph. It must have beon a pleasure to the various speakers to
have looked at that sen of faces, animated by the enthusiasm of a
great purpose ; to have felt the vordiality of the crowded meeting
reasting upon them as they spoke ite mind and expressed the emo-
tions of its heart.

When the Mayor of Sydney (Alderman Thomas Hughes) opened
the meeting he was addressing an aundience of guite 5000 people.
The fioor of the great hall presented a perfeot mea of masculine
heads, while the gallaries were crowded with patriotic ladies and
their friends. A more respeotable-looking, more intelligently-
featured, or more orderly gathering conld not be conceived, The
Mayor received a perfect ovation when he appeared, and the dis-
oriminating enthusiasm of the audience aswerted itrelf at varicus
stagea of the evening's proceedings—notably when Senator 0'Con-
nor gave dignified utterance to the political faith that belongs to
him ; when Mr O’Sullivan once more amerted the genuine demo-
oratio inetincts, that have carried him into the affection of the
people ; and sgain when ‘'The Dean of Newtown' spoke like the
true Irishman snd the true Austealian citizen he is. Irish senti-
ments, it goes without eaying, appealed to the andienge ; but the
respectful snd hearty manner in which it rose to acclaim its sym-
pathy with King Edward in his illness might have been an object
iesson t0 many an saudienca which is as perfunctory as it ig
inmistent upon 'leyalty.' But to get on with the record.

A large extended platform had been added to the usual stage,
and seated about the chairman were some 300 citizens, It was
imposgible from any given point to take in anything like & complete
list of these, but one might see amongst others—Hon, R K,
0'Connor, K.C. {(Vice-P’resident of the Federal Exeoutive), the Hon.
John Toohey. M.L.C., the Hon, John Meagher, M.L.C,, the Hon, T. M,
Slattery. M.L.C,, 8ir William Mausing, the Hon, E. W, O'8allivan,
the Hon, John Hughes. M.L.,.C,, Messrs J, &, Carroll, M L.A,, D,
O'Connor, ML.A,, I', E. Quian, M.L.A_, R, D, sleagher, M.L.A., Neil
Neilsan. M LA, A, J. Kelly. MLA . W, A, Holman. M,L.A.. P J,
Clara, M.L.A, M. J, McMahon, M.L.A,, T. Rose. M.L.A.. W. Daley,
M.LA.,J. R. Dacey, ML A, J. J. Powler. ML A, Major Freehill,
Alderman J. I, Fitzgerald, Alderman P. Nolan, Alderman G. Perry,
Alderman T, Fanning (Mayor of Redfern), Alderman M. O'Riordan
(Mayor of Alexandria), Alderman J. Butten, Dr. Charles W.
MacCarthy, Vers Rev. P. Le Renmnetel, 8.M, Very Rev. Dean
stattery, Very Rev. Dean Healy, Vory Rev. T. A, Fitzgerald, O.F M,
Rev, J. P, Moynagh, Rev, J. J. Carroll, Rev, P. Dowling, Rev J.
Collins, Rev, J. Hyland, Rev. M. Kirby, Rev. J. P, Considine, Rev,
J. J, Murphy, Rev, J. Collender, Rev. J. O'Reilly, Rev. J, Egan,
Rev. P. J. Waleh, Rev. P. J. Moore, Rev. E, O’Brien, Rev. M, Fite-
patrick, Rev. J. Barry, Rev. J. Grace, Rev. Father Rohan
(Mose Vale), Rev, Father Rohan (Annandale), Bev. Father Morris,
otc., eto.

Ris Grace Archbishop Kelly wrote to the secretary as follows :
‘T am in receipt of your invitation to apeak at the meeting on next
Monday. Official cuties long since appointed keep me away. I
should be happy in making any effort to re-eslist public confidenca
in the cause of justice to Ireland. I may be permitted to express
my hope that earnestnees, moderation, and good statesmanship will
shine forth from the addresses, and permanently impress the
assembly, I a subscriphion list be opened, please have me inscribed
for £10 108 . .

Apologies were received from the following :—Right Hon, C,
C. Kingston, P. C, Hon. 8ir William Lyne, K.CM.G,, Hon, T.
‘Whaddell, Senators Higge, Thomas Glassay, and Mesers F. Clarke, J.
C. Watson, J. Grormly, and other membern of the State aud Federal
Parliaments

After a brief opening speech by the Mayor of Sydney Senator
O'Connor moved the following resolution which waa carried with
great enthusingm, the audisnce rising and cheering loudly : ‘ That
this meeting records ita deep sympathy with the King in hie illness,
and earnestly wishes him speedy restoration to health, and a peace-
ful and prosperous reign.’

Benator O'Connor then proceeded to speak of the progress of
the Irigh roovement. He said that they were met there to take
practical action in aid of the Irish Parliamentary Party, They had
met at & time which, of all oceasions for somo years past, was the
most propitious. Ireland itself was united; the Parliamentary
Party itself wse united, under a leader of great experience and
patriotism ; Irishmen in America had consolidated themselves to
aid the Unived Irish Party ; Canada had done the same; the move-
ment was spreading throughout Australia, and in Melbourne last
Friday there was a magnificent demoustration of Irishmea and the
friends of Irishmen to aid the Parliamentary Party: and he was
certain that thoss before him would show that their generous
aasistance and morsl power would always be at the scrvice of Ire-
land. Another circumstance which made the meeting opportune
was this : The Liberal Party, which ao nearty carried ths Home
Rule Bill under the great Gladstone was now divided, and they
fouud Lord Rosebery, who never had anything moro than an intel-
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leotual sympathy with Home Rule, coming forward, and, with
several ersbwhile Liberals, telling them that they were going ta
throw away the alliance ; that they were going to wipe the slate
clean, The slate of Great Britain could never be wiped clean of
Ireland. Iv was very fitting that the Libera! Party should know
now that Anstralia ranged herself behind Morley and Bryece and
Campbelil-Bannerman, and tbat whoever was with Ireland wonld
have Australia's voice with them, and whoever was againgt Ireland
would have Australin’a voice againsgt them,

AUSTRALIA AND IRELAND,

Why should they in Australis concern themselves with the
question of Irish self-government? In the first place, they took
that sction am Irishmen-—not only those who had the privilege of
having been born cn that sacred sod, but also the descendants of
Irishmen to the second and third generations—in whose blood thers
lingared the memory of what their fathers had endured for cen-
turies. Aws Irishmen they wished to take a praotical step, They
had to complain of seven centuries of misgovernment, of wrong
and injuatice, which culminated in the extraordinary position that
of all the portiona of the King's Empire to-day there was none in
which the relations of Government and penple were so unsatisfac-
tory as in Ireland, As Irishmen they said that they were willing
that all that should be baried in oblivion, because they recognised
that whatever might have been the case in the past—and although
years ago it was perhaps the best and strongest step that ceuld be
taker by many of those whose names would live for ever in Irish
history, to take the step of {resing themselves from the union by
means of physical force—they honored them becanse in their time
they did what was right to do. But history had moved and con-
ditions had changed, and they recognised now that it was only their
snemies who said that they wished to become independent of Eng-
Isnd, that they would ever conoeive anch an impossible situation as
an Ireland absolutely independent of Great Britain. The situation
was that they should remain portion of the British Empire; but a
portion with equal rights and privileges, a portion with the same
rights of making laws in accordance with the wishes of the people
as every gther portion of the British Dominions possesged, In Ire-
land to-dsy trial by jury could be iaken away, trial of any kind
conld be taken away, laws for the protection of property and
liberty could be suapended, Azd when suck a proclamation took
place in any district in Ireland that distriet went back 200 years in
political developmeut. In no country of the waorld was there so
little sympathy between the laws, the administration of the Iaws,
nnd the people who had to obey them as in Ireland,

THE RIGHTS OF EMPIRE,

There was one remedy : that Treland should be granted self-
government. This was & right not so great as that of which she
was robbed a hundred years ago; it wss o right taken away by
treachery and earruption almost too rank and gress to be believed.
Some things had improved in Ireland during the last thiviy or forty
years, The land laws had improvel; logal administration had been
wideped ; many small reforms had been given. after the strongest
agitation, to pacify the peaple ;—but never would Ireland be satise
fied until she badl the right which Irishwen all the world over
claimed to exercise—the right to mske the laws, regarding purely
Irish affairs. which they were expected to obey. They held to this
right, not only a8 Irishmen. bat as citizens of the British Empire,
They should hold to it in no #ncertain or hesitating way, but as
men who had done their share in building up the Empire 1n every
part of the world. Th ¥ had dore more than their rhare in defend-
ing it in every part of the world ; and they held that the pride of
the Empire was not the pride of Englasd alone, but the pride of
Ireland and Scotiand and Wales, They had, therefore. Lthe right to
say 50 England, that while aiding to develop her Empire, and whils
pouring out ber life's blood im developioyg it, they were at least
entitled to that kind of legislation and policy which would give
them something of the prowperity and well-being which England
herself enjoyed, The preatness of empire did not depend alone on
territory or the number of its fiphting men, or the wealth of its
inhabitants : it depended upon the solidity, the happiness, and
internal peace of every portion of the Empire, The British Empire
could not be truly great and prosperous untiil it had removed thia
cause of discontent and unbappiness and discord He sincerely
hoped that Ireland before long—nay, during the reign of the
present King—would have conferred upon her that internal peace
and prosperity and contentment which was the lut of every other
portaon of the British Empire, Te moved— That this meeting of
citizeang of th: Commonwealth of Aus ralia expresses its earnest
desire that the Imperial Parlismenc shonld satisly the national
aspirations ef the Irish people by granting thewm a Constitution
based on the principles of selt-government, which has produced the
happiest resnits throughout the Empirve.’

Mr X, W. O'Sulliven, M.L.A,, in seconding the motion, said it
was one that could be supported by every liberal man, Home Rule
was simply & movement for equal mights by lreland  As free con-
stitutions had been granted all over the British Empire with the
best results, what was there to fear that the same results would not
follow in the case of Ireland? It was said it would not be safe to
grant Home Rule to Ireland because there were mo many pecple
there of a different religion fo that of England. But Home Rule
had been given tv Frenchmen ir Canada and the majority of her
people, of a diferent religion to that of Englichmen, had become
most loyal subjects of the British Cmpire, This movement should
receive goneral sapport. Why did 1t not receive general support ?
It was becunse there were elass mteresty standing in the way, The
King and Queen had not block:d the movement, 1t was blucked
by the Touse of Lords, or Landlords and vthers who hsd ther own
greed and self-interest to serve,

The Hon, John Hughes, M L.0C, supporred the resolution, Aa
hud been said hefore—ouce a Home Luler, aiways a Home huler,
Heeaw no renson in the pre<ent, or any possihle, stiute of affairs why
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