
Whatever may be said or thoughtof Scotland's present
condition, there can be no doubt that in the past the Scotch-
man carried his regard for the 'Sabbath

'
to ridiculously

extravagant lengths. We have all heard of the drunken
Scotchman who when asked by alady to oblige herby whist-
ling forher dog that was some distance away,hiccoughedout,'Wumman, do you no' ken this is the Sabbath.' DeanRam-
say, inhisReminiscences of Scotch Life and Character, gives
many entertainingand at the same time authenticinstances of
the Scotchman'salmost superstitious regard for his 'Sabbath.'
We quotea coupleof the shortestof these, whichmay be taken
as fair specimens. An English artist travellingprofessionally
through Scotland had occasion to remainover Sunday in a
smalltown in the north. To whileaway the time, he walked
outashort wayin the environs,where the picturesque ruin of
a castle met his eve. " He asked acountryman who was pass-
ing to be so goodas to tellhim the name of thecastle. The
reply was somewhatstartling— 'It's no theday to be speering
sic things!

'
Still more entertaining is the followingstory supplied to

the author by Lady Macneil. Her henwife had got some
Dorking fowls, and on LadyM.asking if they were laying
many eggs, she replied,with great earnestness, 'Indeed,my

ddy,they lay every day, no1excepting the blessed Sabbath.'

Absurd and ridiculous as are the ideas of Sunday obser-
vance implied in the foregoing- no one who admires the strong
moral fibre of the Scottish people can \iew wiih am thing- but
regret the disappearance ot ihiii rfiuib-cherished 'Sabbath.'
However grotesque their extreme S-tbb'itanan views may have
been, their Sunday was at lea^ta clay of completeand genuine
rest, and in these days ol overwork and high pressure that is
itself a great boon. Curious as it may at first sig-ht appear,
there can be little doubt that the tradition of strict Sunday
observance has played an important part in moulding the
Scottish national character, and it is every way likely that the
change which is now taking place will in timehavean appre-
ciableeffect on the moraland spiritual life of the people.

The Origin of the Liberty Cap.
When the Phrygiar.s from the shores of the Euxine conquered the
east of Asia Minor, they distinguished themselves from the primi-
tiveinhabitants by wearing their national cap as a sign of their in-
dependence, and it was stamped on their coins. The Romani
adopted it, and wh^n a pla1c was freed, placed a small red cap,
called a

'pileus,' on his head, proclaimed him a free man, and
registeredhim as suoh. When Saturnua took the capitalin 2638.C.,
he hoisted a cap on a spear toshow that all slaves who joined him
should be free. WhenCanar was murdered, the conspirators raised
a Phrygian cap on a *>pear as a symbol of liberty. InEngland the
symbol of liberty is a blue cap with a whiteborder ;and Britannia
is represented holding such a cap at the end of a spear. The
American cap of liberty has been adopted from the British, and is
blue w^h a white border, or bottom,on which are thirteen stars. It
was adoptad by the PhiladelphiaLight Horse Troop,in 1775, under
whose escort Washington went to New York. It was the tokenof
freedom, and wasstamped on American coius in 1783.

A Priest's Descriptionof the 'Souffriere.'
The British island ofSt. Vincent, which, along withMar-

tinique,has been the scene of the recent volcanic eruptions
which have shocked and appalled the world, belongs ecclesias-
tically to the Archdiocese of Trinidad. Of late years Catho-
licity in the island has been handicapped by the great scarcity
of priests,and has not made the progress which has marked
some other parts of the archdiocese. In 18S9, according- to the
Missiones Catholiccv— the official Propagandahand-book— the
number of Catholics in St. Vincent was 3120, with six churches
and chapels,four elementary schools, and 455 school children.
The current issue of thehand-book does not give the statistics
of the Catholic populationof the island, butaccording to it the
number of scholars has gone down to 320, whiUt those in the
other islands have greatly increased.

Some interesting' descriptions of themtural features of the
island aregiven ina series of articles which appeared in the
IllustratedCatholicMission*, a few years ago :

'
Among the

islands of the West Indies,' --ays the writer,'there are many
larger, but none, 1 think, moie beautiful than the inland of St.
Vincent, lying between those uf Santa Luci.i and Grenada.. ... Ido not agree with thos- who think thii J imaica
possesses more natural beauties than any of the Wcbl Indian
islands. Ihave seen both, and more of Jamaica than of St.
Vincent, and, in my opinion, the latter is far ahead of the
former.'

After referring to his own visit to the Soullne-e, ' the ex-
tinctvolcano, which in daysgone by wuiked terror in tin h-arts
of the inhabitants,' the writer quotes the fJlowm^ \l\ld
descriptionby Father Colhonay:

Messrs Strange and Company, of Christohurch, proprietors of
the large-it business of itd kind in Now Zealand, and one of the
largest in Austr^tla^ii, announce 011 pa^e 12 of this issue
that their great annual Btock-taking sale

—
their principal sale of

t/ie year
— is now on, and that during the next 30 days, they will

offer, at temptingJy reduced prices, pretty nearly everything they
make and sell, including a great quantity of high-class and most
attractive furniture of their own famous manufacture, which will
be submitted at such prices as ought to result in a rapid clearance
of every line, »nd if unable to attend this really great sale in person
our readers are recommended toprocure a sale catalogue

—
Strange's

will muil o.'.e post free to any address on application
—

andorder
wii.u they require by post. By adopting this simple planpersona
ro-<>d.-nt any distance from Chrißtchurch may participate inall the
advantagesof the sale without trouble,inconvenience,or expense....
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'Picture to yourself/ says he, * alarge round openingsunkon the summitof the mountain to thedepth of 400 feet, and ofthesame diameter, with a sulphurous lakeat thebottom, andyou will get a faint idea of the crater ofSt. Vincent. Thisgigantic cauldron is surroundedbygreat rocks which bear themarks of the flames.' There is a desolation reigning aroundwhich adds materially to the awfulness of the scene. Thisgrand sight certainly madea greater and deeper impression onthe good father than on a worthy Englishmaterfamilias, whocould only exclaimas she beheld thecrater:'Why,it'snothingbut agreat big 'ole.' She might possibly have entertainedabetteropinionof the 'great big 'ole had she livedat its base

in the year 1812. Or, as everyone will involuntarily add,"inthe year1902.'
The American Labor Market,

A few weeks ago we referred to the important resolutionsadopted by the Irish Bishops in connection with the emigra-tion question,and to the common-sense warning theygave as
to the risk which Irish young men. ran in rushing off toAmerica, as times were at present in that country. Their
Lordships' warningand advice has been officially endorsedbythe Superintendentof the New York Labor Department,who
has addressed to the Irish Catholic a weightyletter on thesubject. We giveone or two extractsfrom the letter, whichis
interesting as giving an official and authoritativeaccount of
the present conditionof the labor marketin America.

'The recent proclamation,' writes the superintendent,'issued by thestanding committeeof the Catholic Archbishops
and Bishops of Ireland upon the question of emigration toAmerica and the economiccondition of Irelandis very timely.
That part of the documentdealingwith the labor market in
Americais true to life, andis certainly not over-colored. Many
a young manbecomes a wreck here simplybecause he is too
proud toreturn home and have to tell the peoplethat he could
not makeout in America. It is toberegretted that theaverage
Irishman coming to our shores hasno commodity toplaceonthelabormarket save that of manual labor. Of this there is
more than enough in our northern and eastern cities. People
having such labor to placeon the market to a great extent
seldomleaveNew York. With reference tocommon labor,it
is monopolised all through the east by Italians. They are
willing to work for a lower rate than any other; they can
actuallylive on the refuse of the averageIrishman's table or on
the scantiest kind of fare, and under social and economic sur-
roundings repugnant to any other race. Startingfrom New
York to work for a contractor, they carry on their backs, in
theirbags, a supplyof bread which willlast them perhaps for
two weeks or a month; arrivingat their destination they will
sleep in huts hardly fit for beasts to dwell in. The fact of the
matter is, no Irishman could compete with them at all in this
line. Now,as for clerks and such like they are a drug on the
market. At present you can get goodclerks and book-keepers
for actually less than laboring men earn. It is to be hoped
that the people at home willbegoverned by the advice given
them over the signatures of Cardinal Logue, that they willstay
at borne andbuild up industries in their own country bycon-
suming products of home production.'

of this as one of the things which strike themmost. Tram-
ways and bicycles have probably done more than any other'things to break down the old order of things. Now, also, we
have Sunday bandsand concerts, abeginning in the opening
of museums onSunday, and engineeringoperations reserved
for that day. The Dunoon Town Council has withdrawn its
opposition to the calling of aSunday steamer, which had led
to fierce conflicts for twosummers. The PaisleyTown Council
has just given formal leave to ice cream shops to be open for a
number of hours on Sunday. Brakes full of pleasure-seekers
traverse the streetsof Edinburgh evenwhilepeopleareflocking
to church in the forenoon. Scarcelya minister in the land
raises his voiceagainst these innovations,for thegood(or bad)
reasonthat ministers led the way in thematter by extensively
using cabs on Sunday. In Edinburgh many of them now use
the tramway cars, which are cheaper than cabs; though a few
of them are still sufficientlyshamefaced to use the cars only
afterdark. It is clear thatan entire revolutionof public senti-
ment is inprogress,and is making way not only steadily butrapidly.'
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