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Miss Mary Woods, A T C.L,associate pianiste (says the Tua.peka Jen,,,) HCored a signal Huc,e.« Al the prea.nta iuu of prizesand musical o,r ihcates in connection with the Trinity College
tnral Hall, Dunedin, where all the perfo-mers were certificated£nZf DB> 7/1? satUre5 atUre ° f tbe COncert * aa M"Wo'^' nt
one of fh°« ?r^ffi° V,emento£ Beelh°">'8 Wallem-lein Sonata,»JL M- w

dl^CU,lt coraP' B^c-»8 the great composer haswritten. Mies Woods' playing surprised and delighted the musi-cal and critical audience present and at once established the p«5?°ere "P» tation as an artistic musician of a high order.Although unusual to single out particular performers at high-clas8 concertsof this character, the Ofago Dally Tune, says:'Miss"ZnfTcreptl°nnySy 9ucceiflful in her Playing of the fir.t move-ment of Beethoven 8 "Sonata in C" (op.3-1) and welldeservedtherecognition her fine performance received.' The Evening Starwhile admitting it js contrary to rule to crilicUly notice such aprogramme claims pardonfor recording the fact that 'Miss WoodseurP" d̂,aI P^eent by the taste and finish of her pianoforte work',
beforeher yy°UDff 7"* musician and hi ĥ possibilities are
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d,moßt ciWablegathering in connectionwiththeAshburton Catholic Literary Society was held on Thursdayevening. It took the form of an "At home,'and there wasa goodattendance of numbers and friends. The school was beautifully
decorated with nigs and evergreens, and reflectedcredit on thecommittee, and everyone, young and old, cook part in the manygames that had been provided. Mr Soal (president) in anappropriate speech welcomed the guests at the opening of the pro-ceedings. A splendid programme was arranged, and was gonethrough to the delight of all present. The following ladies andgentlemen took part .-—lnstrumental selection, piano and violinsMiss Bournique, Mr John a«d Master Joe Moison;piano solo!Misses Dovane and Brankiu ;songs were givenby Met-dames W PJJ yV J< MolM)n. and thri Mi-seis M. Madden and Bournique'and Messrs T. Nolan, F. Hann.hau, J. Moison, Heaiy A Jfuller and M. J. Surges; recitations by Messrs F. Cooper', L.liaurahan aud J Monarty. During the evening the fair sex werekept very bu*y Lauding round the good things that wereprovidedby the Society, the only thing wrong being that the time passedaway too soon and left iv the mind of all a wish for a repetitionata near date. The proceedings closed by the anting of ' God savetbe King.

A cable message from London states that Sir Montagu Nelsonon behalf of a number of Anglo-New Z^alanders, presented theKight Hon. Mr Seddon with a massive silver cntr-p ccc aud Mrsbeddon with a diamond ornament, together worth £500, in recogni-tion of Mr Seddon's patriotism in promoting ihe solidarity of thehmpire. The subscribers inelud-dopponents of Mr Seddon'sdomes-tic policy, thoughall wore admirers of his Imperial services Mrsbeddon was present. Mr Seddou replied that, the war had proved
the virility, euergv, and determination of New Z> a^anders. Heclaimed that New Zoalanders recognised the dangerous character ofthe South African difficulty before the Motherland. He referred tothe overwhelming character of British hopitahty He wasconfideutthe future wouldshowthat thetvsofEmpire would b.comeoloterandcloser. He believedgood results would follow from tbe ImperialCon-ference and become apparent much quicker than many suspected>ew Zealand de-iml to see Great Britain a nrlf-coi.tainednation'less dependent on foreigners, who must ;>llow the British th« sam«libeity of action that they claimed and r-xercihed. He consideredthe gigantic American trusts a great dang* rto great Britain. IfGreat Britain were once aroused she would be able to avert theevil consequences. New Zealand was willing to concede preferentialrelations to the Motherland withoutexacting a reward, though theMotherland wasabe by meansof subsidies to steamersand bountiesinother waysto help the colonies.

The Horse-chestnut.
The horse-chestnut was taken to Europe from Asia. There itsnutihadbeen used as food for horses, as they still are in Turkey. Onthis account, and because they look like the sweet brown che»tnuti,
they are called

'horne-ehoptnuta.' InSouthern Europe they are fedto sheep, cattle and poultry. In Ireland they are used iv thebleaching of linen. In America they arebometinies used by foolishpeopleas a charm.
Chestnut-trees have bpen known to live to an age of severalhundred years. One ou Mount htna, in Italy, is a hundred andninety feet around. It is called the 'Tree of a Hundred Horses'for it once sheltered a queen with her followers. Itis a Spanish orItalian chestuut. Oth^r veryold onesarc found in England

At this season everybody i.s liable toCoughs and Colds. Avoidall danger by taking TU.->SICURA.— *,*
If Cyclists or Footballers meet with accidents, they will find

that Evan's WITCH'S OILis infallible.
—
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The movement to eieot a memorial on the first landing-placeof CaptainCook inNew Zealand is meeting with goodsupport.
The cost to the Wellington Corporation of theCoronationDaypreparations amounted to £3f>2 odd, inoluding £217 for the chil-dren's fete.
Mr Seddon wasentertained by the Vagabonds'Club,London,onThursday. He said thatif Canada and Australiawereto becomerespectively the granaryand butchery of the Empire, New Zealandwould provideher withbutter andcheese.
The Meroedes, which left Westport on Saturday for Hongkonghad the largest cargo ever taken across the Buller bar— viz., 3860tons of cargo coal and 500 tons in the originalbunkers.
An old Auckland boy,Dr. LambertHepenstalOrmsby, haß justbeen eleoted to thehighposition of President of the Royal College

of Surgeons of Ireland.
Itis stated that Mr Seddon will return to New Zealand by wayof Canada should Mrs Seddonbe sufficiently recovered from her ill-ness toundertake the trip.
INa letter to the Patea Harbor Board Mr E.M.Smith statedthatitis a certainty blast furnaces will be erected at Patea forutilisation of the ironsand.
At the instance of Mr W. P. Reeves, the ,New Zealand Agent-General, abatcher was fund £."> and cohts at Sheffield, England forselling River Plate for New Zealand mutton.
The Right Hon A. .1. Balfour, the new Prirao Minister ofEngland, ia (fcays an exchange) the owner of a large estate nearPahiatua, whichhe took up many years ago, and wh.ch has beenvery much improved.
Mr Seddon, in conference with the Austrian Ambassador, inLor-don,assured himthat Austrians werenot treateddifferently fromother aliens arriving inNew Zealand.
The Wellington Harbor Boaid have reversed their attitude onthe dook question, and now propose to &<k for parliamentaryauthority to borrow £2."0,000 for the construction of a dock andapplianoes.
With the view of avoiding the clashing of show dates, theManawatu Association have decided to postpone their show tillNo\ember I.), 20, 21, provided Wanganui, Hawera, and NewPlymouthoonsent to put their bhow,-t off till a week later than thedates fixed. Itwas stated that there was no prof-pect of Canterburygiving way in the matter of raceor show dates
THB followir g cablegram (bsjs & Napier paper) has been *entfromhere to Mr Heddon :— 'The Irishmen of Napier would be gladif you could do something during your visit to theMotherland inthe direction of promoting autonomy for Ireland, thns ensuringgraeped hands aoroßs the channel.'
At the Sydney Town Hall on June IS the Hon.John Hughes

M.L.0.,onbel.alf of the Sydney Ludertafel, presented Mr AlfredHill, the conductor, with a gold lyre, on the occasion of hisdeparture for New Zealand. Mr Hill, who had been conductor oftheBociety for five yearp, was very popular in musical circles, but iscompelled to return to New Zealand on account of hie health.
The experiment of providing lectures for farmers, institutedby the Canterbury Agricultural and Pastoral Association, had aninitial trial on Saturday afternoon, when Professor Lowrie.directorof Lincoln College, delivered an address on '

Technical Educationand Its Relation to Farming.' About 70, mostly large farmers,were present. The next lecture will be givea by Mr Gilrutb'Government Veterinarian. '
AN Auckland message states that the Waininngu geyser is ex-traordinarily active. On Tu. bday morning Warder Soanlan, whohag charge of the tree-plantingoperations in the vicinity, reported

that the geyser was violently active for extended periods between8 o'clock and 10,30 in themorning, a huge jttof water being thrownup to heights estimated by spectators to be between 800 and !).o
feet.

The July number of The Catholic Magazine, the organ of theMariat Brothers' Schools Old Boys' Association, Wellington, has
come tohand. Itin an excellent number, andhighly creditable tothe Association. Itspages are full oflocal and generalnews, which
ia presentedin a orisp and compact form. A very artistic yrecess-block photograph of the president of the Literary and DebatingSociety, the Rev.Father Heibert, is given as a supplement.
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Obituary.

Thursday,July 24, 1902.

MR.JAMKB KIRK, HOKITIKA.
Itis againmy sad duty (writes our Hokitikacorrespondent) torecord the death of an old, well-known, andrespected resident ofour little town. On Sunday morning (13th) Mr James Kirk forthe past 20 yearn borough inspector,breathedhis last Mr Kirkwas one of the earliest piomers of the West Coast, arriving here inthe early sixties from Canada, where he wasborn. He carried onthe occupation of mining for many year* at Kanieri. until forcedby an accident to retire from such ou.>rous work, when he receivedthe appointment of borough inspector. Mr Kirk had been ailingfor the last two years or more, and finally succumbed tohis ailment

oti Sunday last, fortified and strengthened by all the rites of theChurch. His funeral took place on Tuesday, and the number ofpersons from all parts of the district who followed the remainßshowed iheesteem in whichhe was held.— R.l,P.
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