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Obituary.

.
MR, JAMES KIEK, HOKITIKA.

It ie again my end duty (writes our dokitika correspondent) to
record the death of an old, well-knownp, and respected resident of
our little town. On Sandey morning (13th) Mr James Kirk, for
the past 20 yeara borough inekpector, breathed his last Mr Kirk
waa one of the earliest pionters of the West Coast, arriving here in
the early sixties from Cannda, where he was brrn, He carried on
the cccupation of mining for many years at Kanier, until forced
by an accident to rctire {rom szeh ouerous work, when he received
the appointwent of borough inepector. Mr Kirk had been ailing
for the last twn years or more, and finally siccumbed to his ailment
ou Sunday last, fortified and strengthened by all the rites of the
Church, His funeral took place on Tuesdny, and the number of
persons from all parte of the district who followed the remains
showed the esteem in which he wes held.— R, 1.1,

NEW ZEALAND: GENERAL,

THE movement to erect s memorial on the firat landing-place
of Captain Cook in New Zealand is meeting with good support,

THE cost tn the Wellington Corporation of the Coronation Day
preparations amounted toc £362 odd, including £217 for the chil-
dren’s fete.

Mr BEDDON wae entertained by the Vagabonds' Club, London,
on Thuredsy, He said that if Canada and Auscralia were to become
reapectively the granary and butchery of the Empire, Now Zealand
would provide ber with butter and cheese,

TAE Mercedes, which left Westport on Saturday for Hongkong
had the largest cargo ever taken across the Buller bar—viz, 3860
tons of cargo cosl and 500 tons in che original bunkers.

AN 0ld Auckland boy, Dr. Lambert Hepenstal Oxmeby, has just
been elected to the high position of President of the Royal College
of Burgeons of Ireland,

IT is stated that Mr Seddon will return to New Zealand by way
of Canada shonld Mrs Seddon be sufficiently recovered from her ill-
ness to undertake the trip.

In a lotter to the Patea Harbor Board Mr E. M. Smith stated
that itis o certainty blast furaaces will be erected at Pates for
utilisation of the ironsand.

AT the imstance of Mr W. P, Reeves, the New Zealand Agent-
General, a batcher was fined £5 and costs ut She fheld, Eaglund, for
selling River Plate for New Zealand mutton.

TeE Right Hon A, J. Balfour, the new Primo Minister of
England, is (tays an exchange) the owner of a large estate near
Puhiatus, whick he took up many years ago, and wh.ch has been
very mush improved.

Mg SepooN, in conference with the Austrian Ambasendor, in
Loudon, assured him that Austrians were not treated ditferently from
other aliens arriving 1n New Zealand,

Tag Wellington Ilarbor Boaid bave reversed their attitude on
the dock ¢uestion, and now propose to a-k for patliamentary
sathority to borrow £270,00% for the construction of a douk and
applianoces,

Witu the view of avoiding the elashing of show dates, the
Manawatu Association have decided to postpone their show till
November 1%, 20, 21, provided Wanganui, Hawera, and New
Plymouth consent to put their showa off t1ll a week later than the
daten fixed. It was stated that there was no prospec: of Canterbury
giving way in the matter of race or show dates

Tus followir g cublegram (ssys & Napier paper) has been rent
from here to Mr Feddon :— The Irishmen of Napier would be glai
it you could do something during Your visit tn the Motherland 1n
the direetion of promoting antonomy for Ireland, thaos ensaring
grasped hands aoross the channel.’

AT the Bydney Town Iall on June i8 the Hon. John Hughea
M.L.C., on bekalf of the Sydney Licdertafel, presented Mr Alfred
Hill, the conductor, with a gold lyre, on the occasion of his
departure for New Zealand, Mr Hill, who had been conductor of
the society for five years, was very popular in musical cirelen, but ia
compelled to returs: to New Zealand on account of his health,

THE exporiment of providing lectures for farmers, institnted
by the Canterbury Agriculiural and Pastora]l Association, had an
initial trisl on Saturday afternoon, when Professor Lowrie, director
of Lincoln College, delivered an sddress on * Technical Edueation
and Ite Relation t¢ Farming.! About 70, mostly large farmers,
were present. The next lecture will be givea by Mr Gilruth,
Government Yeterinarian,

AX Anckland meeeage etates that the Waimongu geyeer is ex-
traordinerily active. On Tuw sday morning Warder Scanlan, who
has charge of the tree-plantuwy operations in the vicinity. reported
that the geyser was viclently active for exiended periods between
8 ¢’clock and 10,30 in the morning, a huge )t of water being thrown
up to heights cstimnted by spectstors to be between 800 and ' 0
feet,

ToE July number of Zhe Catholic Magazine, the organ of the
Marist Brothers’ Schools Old Boys' Association, Wellinpton, hag
come to hand, It ix an excellent number, and highly ¢ reditable to
the Assuciation, Ite pages arefuli of loeal and genersl uews, which
ia presented in a oriep and compact form. A very artistia |reeess-
block photograph of the president of tho Literary and Debating
Bociety, the Rev, Father Herbert, is given a8 a supplement,

. For some montha pest (writes a Taranaki correspondent to the
Wairarapa Daily Times) we have al, long in‘ervals heard a pro-
!ong‘ed rumbling noise, commencing loud and praduslly decreasing
in volume nntil it dies away. It hus a mofflod sound, and sug-
geats & subteranunean explasion, Very little notice was taken of
the oceurrence until last Friday, when it was exceedingly loud,
much more so than on previous occeasious, and was sufficiently
startling to give rise to wonderment. We are anxious to know
whether KEgmant is preparing to treat us tu a second edition of the
Martinique disaster,

Miss Mary Wooos, A T C.L, asse
peka Temeay, scored a sigual suevess 4, Lhe preseutaiion of prizes
and musmcal certiticates in conmection with the Trinity Coliege
(London) munical exumiuation. whish tok place wb the Agiicul-
tural Hall, Dunedin, where al! the perfo-mers were certifioated
musicians, The featuro of the concert wns Biss Wonds' inagnificent
rendering of the firat movement of Beathoven's Wallem lein SBouata,
one of the most difficuls comp siticue the grent composer haw
written, Mies Woods' playing surprised aud dehighted the musi-
cal and oritical audience present and at once established the er
former's reputation as an artistic inusician of a high order.
Although unusual to vingle out particular prerformers at high-
claes concerts of this charscter, the Otage Daily Times says : < Misa
Woods was exoeptionally successtul in her playing of the first move-
ment of Beethoven's “Sonata in 0" {op. 33) sud well deserved the
recognition her fine performance received” The Eyening Star,
while sdmitting it is contrary to rule to eritically notice snch s
programme, claims pardon for recording the fact that * Mies Woods
surprised all present by the taste and finish of her pianoforte work’,

and added, * This young lady i8 & musician and high possibilities are
before her

iate pianiste (snys the 7za.

ONE of the many and most enjoyable gatherings in enpection
with the Ashburton Catholic Literary Society was held on Thursday
evening, It took the form of an - At homs," and there was a good
attendance of members and friends, The schocl was beautifully
decorated with fligs and evergreens, and reflected credit onm the
committee, and everyone, young aud old, ook part in the many
games that had been provided. Mr Soal {president) in an
sppropriate speech welcomed the guests ut the apening of the pro-
ceedings. A splendid programme was arrangad, and was gone
through toc the delight of all presert. The tollowing ladies and
gentlemen took pert :—Instrumental seluction, piana and violins,
Miss Bournique, Mr John and Master Joe Moison ; pianc solo,
Misses Devane and Brankiu songs werd given by Merdames W, P,
Daly, and J. Muison, and the Mi-sea M. Madden and Bouraique,
atl Mewara T, Nolan, F. Hanrohay, J. Moison, lealy, A, J.
Muller and M. J. Burgess ; recitations by Mesra ¥, Cooper, L.
Hauraban aud J Morarty, Durnng the evening the fair sex were
kept very buey landing round the good things that were provided
by the Bociety, the only thing wrong being that the time passed
4way 100 seon and left 1n the mind of all & wish for a repetition at
a near date. Tue proveedings closed by the sining of ' God save
the King.”

A cable meseape from London staten that Sir Montagu Nelson
on bchalf of a number of Anglo-New Z-alanders, presented the
Right Hon. Mr Seddon with a massive silver ¢ 'ntr-p ace and Mrs
Seddon with a diamond ornament, together worth £500, in recogni-
tion of Mr Seddon’s patriotan 1n promoting the sohdarity of the
Empire. The subscrivers includ-d oppanents of Mr Sedden’s domes-
tic policy, though all were admirers of Lis Lwperial services, Mrs
Seddon was present, Mr Seddou replid that the war had proved
the vinility. ewerpy, and determinution of New Z. a:auders. He
claimed that New Zealanders recngniged the dangerous character of
the Soulh African difficulry before the Mutherfand. [Is refarred to
the overwhelming eharacter of British hoprtality  Tle was confident
the future would show that the tir e of Empire wonld b comecloserand
closer, He helieviAl good results would follow from the [wmperis] Cop-
feremve snd hecume apparent much guicker then many suspected,
New Zealund de-tred to sce Great Britam a scif-cantained natian,
lers dependent on forewrners, wha must wllow the British the same
Liberty of activn that they eluimed and exercired, He considered
the gigantic American trusts a great daogir to great Britain, If
Great Britain were once aroused she would be able to avert the
evil consequences.  New Zealand was willing to concede preferential
relations to the Motherland without exicling a reward, thoagh the
Motberland was ab'e by means of subzidies Lo steamera and hounties
in other waye to help the colomes.

The Horse-chestnut.

&
-

TiEk horse-chestnut wan tuken to Kurope from Asin. There ite nuts
had boen used as food fur horses, an they siill ure in Turkey, On
this account, and becnuar they look like the sweet hrown chestnnta,
they are called * horse-cheetuuts”  In Southern Furope they are fed
to sheep, cattle and ponitry. In Treland they sre used in the
bleaching of linen, In Amcriva they are sometimes used by foolish
pecpls as a churm,

Uliestnut-treck bave heen knonwn to live te an age of several
bundred years. €ne on Mount hina, in Italy, in a hundred and
ninety feet arouud, It is called the ‘Tree of & Hundred Horses,'
for it once sheltered a queen with her followers, Itisa Spanish or
Italian chestuus.  Other very old ones are fonnd in England,

At Lhis season everybody is liable to Coughs and Colds, Avoid
all danger by faking TUSSICURA. —*_*

If Cyclists ar Footballers mecet with accidonis, thoy will find
that Evan's WITCIT'S Ol is infullible.—* *
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