
The Thermal Springs.
The enormous activity of the Waimangu geyser,chronicledlaatweek,might be superstitiously connected with the arrival of the

newbalnealogist, or hot springs expert, Dr. Wohlman. Itwasofthis gentleman, it will be remembered, thatthe wiredthatnotwithstanding the foreign flavor ofhis name,Dr.Wohlman
was of an unimpeacheable British descent of four generations.
Butat that particular moment a certain class of the public were
aflame with anti-Continental resentment, and would havescouted
the appointment of a foreigner even though his credentials were as
long as from Dan to Beersheba. The new expert has been duly
interviewed by the ever alert reporter, and the verdict is highly
favorable Thedoctorisabout36yearsofage.and 'comes tothis Colony
withareputation as abalnealogist. For thelastnine yearshehas been
practising at Bath, but on receiving informationof his appointment
visited theprincipal European watering places for the purpose of
bringing his knowledge as much up to date aspossible. His con-
versation indicates that ho nowhere observedmodel conditions,but
he has obtained a great deal of knowledge, which he hopeswill
enable him to place Itotoru.l and Hanmer in the first rank of
sanatoria. Dr. Wohlman is insistent on the virtues of advertising.
He say« the attractions of this Colony cannot be too widelyknown,
ai.d the money spent in the process will, he feels sure,be hand-
somely reproductive. He does not anticipate that weshall entice
many visitors from the Continent for various reasons, but very
large numbers of people can be attracted fromEngland, America,
and Australia (particularly Australia). Dr. Wohlman drops a
hint albo that mineral waters are not so expensive to handle aa
frozen meat, and he thinks that something may be donein that
direction.'

The Tourist Traffic.
Readers of the newspapers are continually reminded of the

valuable asset which the Colony possesses inits scenery,and of the
vast advantage likely toaccrue from the influx of tourists, whoare
expected toshower gold in a Pactolian fiod into expectant hands.
There can be nodoubt that a continual stream of sightseers, all of
whom would presumably be possessed of wealth,and pot afflicted
with a sordid tightness of the purse, would stimulate trade along
the different tracks to and from the innumerable eights the Colony
has tooffer;but wequestionwhether anyone haa yet considered the
geneial effect which would probably ensue. There is nothing dero-
gatory in a fctage-coach proprietor taking advantage of aninvasion
of tourists, nor in the keeperof a hotel or other placeof accommo-
dation making special preparations for it and benefiting by his
enterprise, Butin the wake of anextensive traffic of such a nature
there must arise ahorde of hangers-on, who will depend for their

on withmany interruptions since the year of the Great Re-volution,whenM. Bkemontier began the vast operations
which covered great tracts of shifting sand in the westof
France with a thick belt of wealth-producingpinasters. In
1888 the acreage of the forests of France was greaterby
7,000,000 acres than it was in 1848. ♥Inthat interval,'
says Mulhall, 'no less than 9,000,000 acres of waste
mountain lands have been planted, the increase of
urban population causing a great demand for firewood, the
consumptionof whichaverages23 cubic feet per inhabitant.'
Between 1860 and 1888 over 300,000 acres' of flood-
devastated land were, through the efforts of the Forestry
Department, repeopled,at a cost of more than £2,000,000.
The French Government also planted largely in Algeria, as
many as 12,700,000 Australian blue-gums having been set
on an area of 180,000 acres at Lake Fetzara. The Duke of
Athol and the Earl of Seafield in Scotland, and Lord
Powbrscouet in Wicklow (Ireland) are firm believers
in the advice which the far-seeing old Scottish
laird gave to his son : 'Be aye stickin' in a
tree.' They are themost remarkable men in the revival of
arboriculture in the British Isles. Lord Powercourt's
expenditure of £3 6s per acreon tree-plantingin 1866 has
produced a vast plantation which in lyls will represent a
value of £50 per acre. There's clearly money in this
business.

In1894,according toMulhall,there were 34,500,000
acres of forest inGermany, which afforded a decent living
to a great army of 380,000 wood-cutters

—
or one axe-man

to about 90 acres of timber. The vast forest area of the
United States— which was officially stated at 458,500,000
acres in 1894

—
is being fast eaten up by the axe and the'buzz-saw 'to the tuneof about £215,000,000 worthof timber

per annum,not counting the demon's work wrought by the
action of the fire-stick. Norway and Sweden— according
to the Foreign Office report of 1893

— possesses jointly
63,600,000 acres of forest-land ; and their Governments
are protecting this splendid national asset by laws which
New Zealand legislators would do well to study and adopt,.
Ti.Saber-felling licenses there are issued only onconditions
which provide for the systematic cutting-out in lrotationMocks,' and equally systematic replanting. As a result,
the forest areas never shrink, and a steady supply of timber
ia kept up for hoj?e use and for export; and tens of
thousands of Swedes and N̂orwegians are eating the bread
of comfort that has been cvt

—
and wehad almost said but-

tered onboth sides—
for them by theedge of their circular

saws.

In a reportsent to the Wellington Land Board in 1899,
Commissioner Mr. W. J. A. Mauchmont said that 'the
revenue derivable from the produce of the forests should
more than recoup the cost of administration.' Elsewhere
in the same reporthe said:'Our indigenous forests are so
extremely sensitive and subject to destruction thatIau led
to the conclusion that it will be difficult,even under the
most stringent safeguards, to preserve them except in
specially favorable localities. Nevertheless, no one can
doubt that it is the duty of the Crown to do all in their
power to postpone, or preventaltogether, euch a deplorable
result. Likewise, arguing from analogy and altered con-
ditions,in other counfcriesj it seems ''nevitable that should
there be widespread and generpl destruction of the forest,
scrub,and coarse vegetation throughout the several districts,
the loss to the Colonyand community would be irreparable;
for the whole face of the country would be affected by the
constant exposure to the rain and the sun; the better
portions of the soil being washed off the higher lands, the
surfaces would become hardened and less fertile,and conse-
quently the productive capabilities of the land would mate-
rially deteriorate. The exposed watersheds would tend to
the drying up of the springs and water-courses,bringing
disaster in theform of drought. On theotherhand, therapid
distribution of rain-waters and their accumulation in rivulets
andriverswould lead tothe washingdownand removal of the
soil from the mountains and hills,the scouring of channels,
the flooding of low-lying lands, and the deposit of detritus
thereon. Ib is unnecessary to revert again to all the
important considerations which should spur the community
by every means in its power to avoid such disastrous conse-
quences as are indicated. It is sufficient here to say that,
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under such conditions, the country would be afflicted andimpoverished,and certainly wonld no longer be the beautifuland attractive region it now is.' And the moral of it all isthis: thata live,energetic,and capable Forestry Department
is, in a way,about as important for New Zealand as is ourMinistry of Lands or our Ministry of Mines.

A CORRECTION.
Lv a paragraph which appeared in Saturday's issue of the OtagoDaily Times itvr&s state* that a t-rapeMnce paper, about to bepublished intheBruce district, was tobe editedby the editor of theTablet. The statement is incorrect. The editor is at present inEurope, and theacting-eiitor haa nothing whatever todo with the
matter.

Notes
4 ln the Wake of the Rising Sun.'

Our readera will be pleased to hear that the graphic andscholarly articles, descriptive of a tour in Egypt and the HolyLand, by
'Viator,1 which appeared from time to time in thecolumn* of theN.Z.Tablkt within thepast two years, will probably

be publishedin book form. The articles were repoblished by theBelfast Irish Weekly, which, inits issue of June 6, makes ,the fol-
lowing:announcement:'We have hai numerous anxious inquiries
reepeoting the very interesting series of articles by

'
Viator

'
onavisit to the Holy Land which have appeared in these columns,and

which have recently been brought to a close, as to whetherthey
would be preserved in a form more enduriag than the ephemeral
newspaper sketch. We hope shortly to be able to make a definiteannouncement, which will be gratifying to our readers, that thearticles are to take permanent form.'
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