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thing was to be omitted, then they vre untrae to their Char. h. and
insterd of giving the children bread they are offering them rtines
Rather ot them fight their own batties, try to establish their own
achools, and jnin with Roman Cathdlics in urging that the Slate. as
it is relieved of expense by rcligious bodies piving adeguate and
tested secular instruction is addition to spiritwal, +hall help those
taking trouble and financial liability upon the.r shonlders, and rot
as at present place a double burden upon them.

NOTES FROM THE HOUSE.

>

PROCEEDINGS IN PARLIAMENT.

There was what 1s culled in theetrical parlance a full houee on
Tuesdny evening when the Acting-Premier delivered the Financial
Btatement. 1t occupied an hour and a half in the reading and
during the time neither the interest of the members nor of the
public in the crowdcd galleries flagged. The Statement showed
that the aurplug for the past year waus £270,458, The revenuo for
the present firancial year is ertimated at £6,026,000, while the
expenditure is set downat £5 937083 Sir Joseph Ward annonnced
that it was 1wterded to redfuce the mortgage tax by 25 per c.nt,
Reductions will be wade in railway charges and rates on wool,
passengers, and amall lots of dairy produce, which are estimated at
£40,000 ; while bu-h rettlers are not to be asked after payment of
the firrt half-year's rent to pay any more for twe or three yerrs,
During the pa~t year the public debt was inzreaced by £3,375,202,
and the gross publie dv bt now stande ot £32.966.447. This year it
ie propored to borrow £1,730,000, of which £750,000 ie for railwaye,
£450,000 for roade, tracks, and bridges, £ 150009 for rolling stock
and additions opn railwey lines, £50.000 for the development of
goldfields, and for the extensjon of the telegraph lines,

Bir J. G. Ward swas congratuluted all round, not only for bring-
down the Budget at 2o early a date after the opening of Parliament,
but also for the clear and suceinct rtatenient of the Snanver of the
Coiony presented.

At the supgestion of Sir William Ruasell the discussion on the
Budget was set dwn for Tuesday nighs.

The who'le of Wednedny afternoon was taken up with formal
bueiness, In the evening Mr Horncby moved the second rea fing of
the Ringa and Cowbines > upprissicn Bi)l to prevent the coutinuance
or e-tabiishment of monopoly «,

The motion for the senond reading was seconded by Mr Gilfcdder
who said that the Millars” Trust should be burst up, aud crndemuoed
the nefariou- sy~tem of tied Yoneca

The del te lastad wutl two ocoek on Thureday morning, the
consensus of oprnion of the speaks rs being that it would beadvisable
to await the (3 pver inonit’s propesal wn this mst er,

The reer il rending wacenreiol by 21 1015 and at the rupgestion
of the Aeting-Premier the mover decried not Lo proceel further with
the mevure a9 the Governme ¢ promised to bring down legislation of
& similar natur-,

On Trour day afterocon Mr MoXab introduced Li- Abrolute
Majority Verug Buli vo crsnr. the reproser tation of wmajoritics.

At the e - nof ~1ir J, G, Ward 1he debate was ar lourned
antil the Governe enes Eloctoral Bill is br vebt down,

The buate Tire Tnsmisrce Bill) introcdueed by the Aeting-
Premier, wew, afler o tergthy dobite, allowsd to s the sesond
reading, iu the course 6f hw speech Sir J, G Ward sud that g
Government Fue Irsviance Depuotment wonll nut only pet a
ehare af the hoaniss ol the Cilony, bt would fix the minimum
rate of churges vrd prescot thom befng ra ~ed shoormally. and so
do injury to the commuraty, If the Mouse would effect ruch o
disirable chunge the Government 4 d not wint to prevent other
compuntes domgr busiess here, anl be did not desire to say any-
thing apainet these pnafe tnsttunona, The Gove nment wounld,
if the mewrwre wais carnel, sncuet the cepartiment on stries
boupess i, wnhoere y provision for reinsurance, and he bolioydd
uther offices woir'd boored 1o o b iness with theat in the b respect,
and that the overion 0 depaonent wonld b albile to confer
valuwp'e businis« on ¢ her ¢ mwp mes, It wur propos:d that the

departun it ~boubd commmer ce aith a capital af £250000. and pro-
vision wan made for ow o sinkior cund for the redempuion of the
original capitsl. On the whole he ihought the busthess of our fire

insurance co.panies ba ! been curried ont with advaniapge to them-
gelves, and if the Htate diparfinent was run i a husiness-like way
he did net tuink 1t would prove o be injurious to private com-
panies,

In the TTouse of Representatives on Friday the whole of the
afternonn was tuken up with formal business and replies to
questions,  In the evenmy the Orehard and Garden Perts Bill and
1oe Land and Live Stock Auction Bill, mtroduced by the Minister
for Luwnde, were read a rceond time. and referred to Select Com-
mittees, The Birds Nuisanee Bill, and Second-hand Dealera Ball,
the latter to provide for the licen-ing of such dealr1s. also passed
their sccond rending slier which the Hourg rose,

LOBBY GOSSIP AND NEWS,

Ope thouwsamd luct warmers have been imported, and will be
provided for wecund class ¢arriagres on the South Island lines with-
ottt charge.

In hig veport pre-ented Lo the Houre the Commissioner of Police
says with rogurd to per~ons who have bren rep atedly convieted of
drapkenneas: ' [ subnnt it has hecome a moot question whether
the time huas oot arrived when these persons ought to be treated as
puffering from a dineage, instead of vuinly endesvoring to coerce
them into sobriety by the imposition of a monetary pemalty or

temporary Ioss of liberty, as at present. Dealing with these *aold
druvka ™ under the pregsent systsm takes up & very considerable
portion of the time of the police, magistrates, and pricon cfficials,
and ;: & very considerable expense to the community, with no good
result.’

During the year ending March last thers were 148 prosecutions
for sly grog-zelling, resulling in 82 convierions, against 169 pro.
secutions avd 107 convictions in 1900 The sggregate smount of
fines imposed was £1164 5s, against £1,361 48 in the preceding
year,

The police force is evidently becoming populsr with & large
number of young men, as the applicants for adimissicn last year were
111, 22 of whom were taken on, The nationalities, religions and
occupations of these 23 men were :—Nationslities—New Zealand-
born 17, English 3, Scotch 2, and Australian 1. Religions—Church
of England 9, Presbyterisn 6, Roman Oatholic 5, Wesloeyan 1,
Lutheran 1, Congregational 1. Occupations—Laborers 8§, miners 3,
farmers 3, grocer's assistant 1, cooper 1, blacksmith 1, survey lines-
man 1, clerk 1, tanner 1, station hand 1, ssylum warder 1, and
engine-driver 1,

On March 31 last the strength of the force was 604 of all
ranks, beiog an increase of 13 during the past 12 months. The
total comprises 7 inspectors, 5 sub-inspectors, 2 sergeants-major, 56
eergeants, 514 constables, and 20 detectives, Thereare besides4 police
rurgeons, 4 matrons, 22 district constables, and 7 native constables.
During the year there were 23 casualties, being 6 lesa thap daring
the previous year ; 11 retired under the Police Frovident Fund Act,
9 rerigned, and 3 died.

New Zealand has one policeman to 1375 of her populstion at a
ocost of 2y 104d per inhabitant, Victoria, one to 815 of her populs-
tion at a cost of 48 54d; New South Wales, one to 640 of her popu-
lation, at a cost of 58 93d ; Scath Australia, one to 1018 of her
population at a cost of 48 24d ; Queensland, one to 518 of her popu-
lation, at & cost of 63 94d ; Wesiern Australis, one to 353 of her
population, ut & cost of 138 11§d ; Tasmania, one to 736 of her popu-
lation at a cost of 48 414,

In reply to a question in the House it was atated the other
night that & year must elopse befora coal wonld ba available from
the State coal mine for public or other uses,

The Hou. W, C, Smith hac been elected Chairman of Committees
in the Legislative Council,

In the discussion on the State Fire Insurance Bill & southern
momber stated that last year there were 230 fires in the North
Island costing £231,797, wheress in the South there were only 99
fies costing £101.277. He hoped that some explanstion of the
cisparity wonld be forthcoming, bnt none of the members offered to
account for it.

How Japanese Boys are Named.

&
-

A JAPANESE Loy is never very sure what his name is, for avery
little while he receives a new one  The first is given him when he
i a month old. He is then token to the templs, where thres
different names are wntten upon slivs of paper: these are tossed
into the wir while prayers are made to the particular ged of the
fammly, The firgt name that reackes the holy floor is the one by
which the little fellow is kvown ubtil he is three years old. At
that time his baby clothes are laid away, snd with his new
garme nt+, bcund by a tight girdie, be gets a fresh name and his
education begins, At 15 he attains bis majority, and is thought
to be & man; ro, naturally. another name is given him ; and at
the slightest advancement iv office or position, and especially at his
marriage, the nume :9 changid onee more. His last name, the
tne that wever changes, is besiowed upon bim when he dies,

It will ke within the recollection of our readers (saye the
Syiney Freoman's Junrnaly that some six or eight montha ago the
Commonweslth way wtartled by the romantie account of how the
Jtev. Ifuther Rouillae a simple missionary priest of the Mariat Order,
sadled his liitle schogner, Fe ipse, manned by a crew of dusky boys,
frow the Solomon Islands iuto Sydney Harbor., His acticn in navi-
gating his tiny claft through the storms of the Pacific, evoked at
the time o note of univireal applause. The little vessel, which he
had broughs to 8ydney for repairs, was barely seaworthy, and won-
der was expressed by those who saw her that she had survived the
huffeting of an unteually rough passage. Then some of the yacht-
ing clube of Sydpey enthusiastically took the dismantled Eclipse in
hund, ard returned her to her missicnary captain thoroughly reno.
vated. Father Rouwillac returned with his boys to the islands, and
an occasional echo of bis doings reached Sydney from the greas
tilence of the Selomons, and told hie friends thet he was.doing well,
But a few weeks ago a cable report from Norfolk Island appenred
in the Sydrey papers, stating that the Holipse had been caught in a
storin, became unmansgeable, and was stranded. The Titus, one of
Mewsrs Burng, Philp's island fleet (1t was from one of Burns, Fhilp's
officers, by the way, that Father Rouillac received his first lesson in
pavigation, and made Sydney on the strength of it), arrived in Port
the other day bearing the news of the misadventnrs, Captain Bih-
bing stated that the scene of the disaster was on the weather side
of Gaudaleanar, but the damage done to the schooner was not of a
serious nature, In all probability, the Captain said, the schooner
would before long be floated. This was also the general opivion of
those who had visited the scene of the stranding. Father Rounillas
is an intrepid mariner, recalling in the present, as in his past pre-
vious risky experiences, some of the best traditions of early Irieh
missioneering.

In cases of Sprains or any injury to the imbs the application of
WITCH'S OIL gives instant relief,—*.*
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