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thing was tobe omitted, then they i^reuntrue to their Chur.b, and
instead of giving the children bread th>y areoffering them stones
Bather lft them fi^ht th«ir own b.ittlefi, try to establish their own
schoolp, and join with Romau Catlu lies in urging that the Slate,as
itis relieved of expense by religious bodies giving adequate and
tested secular instruction in addition to spiritual,shall help those
taking trouble and financial liability upon the.r shoulders, and not
as at present place a double burden upon them.'

NOTES FROM THE HOUSE.

PROCEEDINGS IN PARLIAMENT.

temporary loss of liberty, ns at present. Dealing with these "olddrunks
"

under tho present system takes up a very eonsidernblaportionof tho tinio of the police,magistrates, and prisoncfficiala,and is a very considerable expense to the community, with no good
result.'

During the year ending March last thero were148 prosecutionsfor sly grog-sellinjr, resulting in 82 coi.vicrionn, against 169 pro-
secutions ni.d 107 convictions in lUOO Tun aggregate amount offines imposed waa £1164 ss, against £1,351 4s in the precedingyear.

The police force is evidently becoming popular with a large
number of youngmen, as the applicantsfor admissionlast year were111,23 of whom were taken on. The nationalities,religions and
occupations of these 23 men were :— Nationalities— New Zealand-born 17, English 3, Scotch 2,and Australian1. Religions— Churchof England 9, Presbyterian 6, Roman Catholic 5, Wesleyan 1,Lutheran1, Congregational 1. Occupations— Laborers 8, miners S,
farmers 3, grocer's assistant 1,cooper 1,blacksmith 1,survey lines-
man 1, clerk 1, tanner 1, station hand 1, asylum warder 1, andengine-driver 1,

On March 31 last the strength of the force was 604 of allranks, being an increase of 13 during the past 12 months. Thetotalcomprises 7 inspectors,5 snb-inßpectors, 2 sergeants-major,56sergeants, 514 constables,and 20 detectiveß. Therearebesides4police
surgeons, 4 matrons, 22 districtconstables,and7native constables.During the year there were 23 casualties, being 6 less than duringthepreviousyear;11retired under thePoliceProvidentFund Act,
9 resigned, aud 3 died.

New Zealaudhas one policeman to 1375 of her populationat a
cost of 2s 10£ dper inhabitant, Victoria, one to815 of her popula-
tionat a cost of 4s s£d ;New South Wales, one to640 of her popu-lation, at a cost of 5s 9fd;South Australia, one to 1013 of herpopulationat acost of 4s 2£d ;Queensland, oneto 518 of her popu-
lation,at a cost of 6s 9£d ;Western Australia, one to 353 of her
population,at a cost of 13s llfd;Tasmania,one to 735 of her popu-
lationata cost of 4s 4|d.

In reply to a question in the House it wasstated the othernight that a year must elapsebefore coal would be available fromtheState coal mine for public or other uses.The Hon.W. C.Smith hae been electedChairman of Committeesin the LegislativeCouncil.
In the discussion on the State Fire Insurance Bill a southernmember stated that last year there were 230 fireß in the NorthIslandcosting £231,797, whereas in the South there were only 99fires costing £101.277. He hoped that some explanation of the

disparity wouldbe forthcoming,but none of themembers offered toaccount for it.

How Japanese Boys are Named.

A Japanese boy is never very sure what his name is, for every
little while he receives a new one The first is given him when h«
is a month old. He in then taken to the temple, where three
different n^mesare written upon slips of paper ;these are tossed
into the air while prayers are made to the particular god of the
family. The first name that reaches the holy floor is the one by
which the Uttle fellow is known until he is three years old. At
that time his baby clothes are laid away, »nd with his new
garmtnt", b< und by a tight girdle, he gets a fresh name and his
education begins. At 15 he attains his majority, «nd is thought
to be a man ; fo, naturally, another name is given him;andat
the slightest advancement in office or position,and especially at his
marriage, the name :s changed once more. His last name, the
one thatnever changes, is bestowed upon him when hedies.

There waivrhatis called in theatrical parlancea full house on
Tuesday evening when the Acting-Premier delivered the Financial
Statement. It occupied an hour and a half in the reading and
during the time neither the interest of the members nor of the
public in the crowded galleries flagged. The Statement showed
that the surplus for the past year was £270,458, The revenue for
the present financial year is estimate at £6,026,000, while the
expenditureis set ild»n at £."> 1)87 oC>,i Sir JosephWard announced
thatit vas it'tei<did to reduce the mortgage tax by 2."> per c<nt.
Reductions will be made in railway charges and rates on woo),
passengers, and »mall lots of dairy produce, which are estimated at
£40,000 ; while bu-h f^ttlera are not to be asked after payment of
the first half-year's rent to pay any more for twoor three years.
During thepa^t yrar the public debt was in:reanpdby £3,375,202,
and the gro«H jmhlio n/bt nnw standß at £.r>2,%f),447..r>2,%f),447. This year it
ie proposed to borrow £1,750,000, of which £7.">0,000 is for railways,
£450,000 for roadp, tracks, and bridges, £ t.>o 000 for rolling stock
and additions opin railway linos, £.">(). 000 for the development of
goldfields, and for the extension of the telegraph lines.

Sir J. G.Ward wa1
-
congratulated all round,not only for bring-

down theBudget at bo early a date after the opening of Parliament.
but also for the clear and succinct ptatenvntof the finances of the
Colony presented.

At the suggestion of Sir William Ruapell the discuseion on the
Budget wasBet drwn for Tuesday night.

The who'e of Wtdnewlay afternoon was taken up with formal
business In th"evening Mr llornr-by moved the second rta'ingof
theKings and CombinesJ-uppn ysicn Bill toprevent the continuance
or e-ta'uiishment l.i monopoli "*.

The motion for the second reading was secondedby Mr Gilfrddfr
who said that the Milius' Trust should be bmet up, and condemned
the nrfarion- sj,-tern of tied houses

The deb te ladled inn] two o'c'ock ou Thurpd-ty morning, the
concensusof opinion of the speak' rabeintrthatit wouldbeadvi&able
toawait the G nor incutN p--opisal on this mat er.

The i-e-c nd re;*d mt' w c- curm <1 by 21 to1 "> tu.d at the suggestion
ofthe Acting-Piemur th.' ino\ er(Itemed not toproceel turther with
themei*unja« thu Govermne 'tpr )rm»ed to bringdown legislation of
a similar natur".

On Tmu d.ij nftin"on Mr MiNab intioduivd hi- Absolute
Majority Vo'"i^ UiH io oi mr. the reprc h>i tation rf mnjorities.

At th" n'g^'t-a n o' J. G, Ward I'j» o<-bate *as arj,,urned
until the Ooveiji>. enls Ekitoral V-ill i» br ntrht down.

The Su<ite Fire In^uim ie r.ill, intndue-id by the Acting-
Premier, wi"-, atier a leigthy dibit<\ allownd to phph the teco'id
reading. Inthe course of h-s speech Sir J. G Ward wild that a
Government Fur Itsur.uico Depirtmtnt would not only get a
sharp of th« buMnc" ot th*> Colony, but would fix the minimum
rate of chu'ges vr<\ pr» \ct tinm be;ng ra -ed ebnormHlly. and so
do injury to the comn unity. If th< House would effect t-uch a
desirable ohuntre th" Gown.me1,t d d not w;nt to preventotlur
compmies doing bu^i n< ss here, an 1 be did not desire to pay any-thing against tln-e pmate msutuiions. The Go\e nment would,
if the measure v. f s came 1, conduct tlio cfpaitmeut on brriut
bu«ine<-H inn1-, wuh (■"'c y piovisioii lor lPinsurauce. andhe b»-hevu3
other office1

-
wjiI'l1'1 t> od to do bu inc-b wit>, thcai in tlw t re-»pc<'t,

and that th> {l> vu'mn nt uep irtmont would bj f.ble to coi.fer
valu'io'e biinnis. <>n o her c nip nies. It was propos.d that the
department *ln,uld commei cc aith a c.epiCil of ii'2',o000, and pro-
vision wiih made \<<r a sinking "

und lor the redemption of the
original ca{ itil. On thf whole he thought tne busu.ess. ot our firo
insurance co.npaniefl ha '" been cairied out with advantage to them-selves, and it the Stale department was. run in a business-like wuy
he did not tuink it would prove to be injuiious to private com-
panies.

In the IIou«p of Representatives on Friday the whole of theafternoon was t..ken up with formal business and replies toquestions. Int lk- evening the Orchard and Garden Perts Bill and
ice Land ;.nd Live stock Auction Bill, introduced by the Minister
for Lunds, were rend a second time, and referred to SelectCom-
mittees. The Buds Nuisance bill, and Second-handDealersBill,
the latter to provide fir the licensing of such dealeis. also passed
their second rtadiugulter which the llouf6 rose.

LOBBY GOSSIP AND NEWS.

Ifc will be witbin the recollection of our readers (says the
Rodney Freeman's Jownalj that somesix or eight months ago the
Commonwealth was starch d by the romantic account of how the
Uev. Father Itouillao a simple missionary priestof theMaristOrder,
sailed his Ihtle schooner, Ec ipac manned by a orewof dusky boys,
from the Solomon Islands into SydneyHarbor. His action in navi-
gating his tiuy ciaft through the storms of the Pacific, evoked atthe time a note of universal applause. The little vessel, which he
had brought to Sydney for repairs, wasbarely seaworthy, and won-
dpr was expressedby those who saw her that she hadsurvived the
buffetingof an unusually rough passage. Then someof theyacht-
ing clubs of Sydney enthusiastically took the dismantledEclipse inhand, andreturned her toher missionary captain thoroughly reno-
vated. Father Rouillao returned withhis boys tothe islands, and
an occasional echo of his doings reached Sydney from the great
silence ofthe Solomonp,and told hia friends thathe WMidoing well.Buta few weeks ago a cable report fromNorfolk Islandappeared
in the Sydney papers, stating that theEclipse hadbeen caught inastorm, became unmanageable, and was stranded. The Titus, one of
Messrs Burns, Philp's island fleet (it was from one ofBurns,PhiJp's
officers, by the way,that Father Bouillac received his first lesson in
navigation, andmade Sydney on thestrength of it),arrived inPort
the other day bearing thenews of themisadventure. CaptainBib-bing stated that the Bcene of the disaster was on the weather side
of Gaudalcanar,but the damage done to the schooner was not of aserious nature. Inall probability, the Captain said, the schooner
would before long be floated. This was also the general opinionof
those who had visited the scene of thestranding. Father Rouillao
is an intrepid mariner, recalling in the present,as in his past pre-
vious risky experiences,some of the best traditions of early Irishmissioneering.

_________^___^

One thousand fuot warmers have bcoa imported, and will be
providedfor wound olab> carriages on the South Island lines with-
out oharpe.

Inhifi rt'pjrtpm-ented to the House the Commissioner of Police
saya with regard to persons who have been rep atedly convicted of
drunkenne-H : 'Isubmit it hrn become a moot question whether
the time has not a;rived when these persona ought to be treated as
suffering from a diseasp, instead of vainly endeavoring to coerce
them into sobriety by the imposition of a monetary penalty or

In casesof Sprains orany injury to the limbs theapplicationofWITCH'S OILgives instant relief.— V

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.6

IRTEATM A"N"T> fJO Up-to-Date Tailoring, Clothing, andMercery.PJBJAJL** *XJM-kJ> V/V/p r
«T CHRISTCHUBOH


