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devouring zeal for the well-being of the toilers, have as much trie
aympathy for the workers, as much gennine daars to improve theic
condition, as they have of tearful commiszeration fur the possible
woes of the problematical inhabitants of the planct Mars, For
them the working wman is simply u voter, o paliiical tool, n sort of
commmerciul msset to be exploited for the benefit of the explerer
only. The present writer may claim to know Helgium tairly well
He has been residing in the country for several yiars, has visited on
many oceasions all the larger towns, has traveiled through most
parts of the provingces, carefally obscrving the soeianl life of the
people, snd inquiring, as opportunity offered, mio thoir cconomic
and industrial condition. As the rosult of what he has s en and
heard, he venturcs to think there is more dowaright poverty, more
abject misery in Tordon, or any two of the preat Enplish cities,
than exiata from one end of Delyium to the o.her Ile has not yet
heard or read of u ringle death from starvation in any part of the
kingdom, an event uot quite unknown in rich and happy Engiand,
We have not here, it is true, the colossal fortunes so common in
Great Britain, but all the same, the public wealth is very con-
giderable and, better atill, is more widely and equitably distributed.
For the toiling masses there js

Aburdant Employment,

and if the scale of wages is relatively low (aa in all the Continental
conntries), it muat not ba forgotten that living is comparatively
cheap, that thrift ia a national babit, and that the common people
are content with a modest standard of domestic comfort, Then
consider how light is the incidence of taxation. Theraisno country
in Europe, eave Switzerland and Russia, where the burden of drrect
taxation falls laes heavily on its inhabitants than it presses on those
of Belginm ; as regards taxes on articles of necessary consnmption,
the amount por hend i3 the trifling sum of 53, T may add that, the
guota of indirect imposts paid by the working clagses i3 more than
refunded to them in the shape of old age pensions, reduced fares for
railway travelling, exemption from house tax, subsidies to benefit
sacieties, ete, A further confirmation of whatI have remarked con-
cerning the satisfactory social condition of the mass of the working
population is to be feund in the returns of

The State Savings Bank,

an institution which corresponds to the Post Office Savings Bank
in the United Kingdom. At tbe close of the year 1040 the amount
tnvested was no less than 600 million francs, or close upon 22}
millions sterling, which compares very faverably with the sum
standing at the same date to the credit of o similar ¢lass of investors
in the British Saviogs Bank, The number of depositors was
1,757,916, or more thaa a fonrth of the entire population. Against
the Government now in office, or against any of the Governments
that preceded it since 1884, no charge of incompetency, maladminis-
tration or want of active interest in the welfare of the workers can
be adduced that will be bear a moment's scrutiny. If Liberals and
Bocialints declaim against * Clericals,” as ix their wont. it 18 because
Catholics are in possession of power, not becanse they abamse it
Never in its previous history was the country so prosperous, never
were the public financea in a more entisfactory state, never was
such encouragement given to education, and never did the Legis-
lature occupy itaelf so actively and sc snccessfully with mensures
to ameliorate the ot of the mujority of the people.  To the Catholie
Government is due the credit of powerfully aiding the development
of trade,
Diminishing Taxaiion,

rendering the military servic- less onerous by introducing voluntary
enlistment, and granting remuncration to the private coldier. To
the Catholic Government we also owe it that the frunchice has been
placed on a bioad and cxvremely liberal bacie, that woman and
child laber in the minis bas been atl but ab lished. that great
facilities sre given to the working classes for the segqummtion of
their dweliings, that adi quate protection in sff sided to the workera
in mines and factories, that olo-uge pensions have been iostitutd,
that friendly societies have taken go remarkable and gratiiying an
extention. And what a splendid array of rebipious, social, and
charitakls institutions have tevn fourded and maintained tnrough
the zeal and peneroaty of 1he Cathobe clerpy and luty,  Wherever
we turn we find numerous schonls, orphanages, patrouuges, working-
men's clubs, workmen's hosteiries. and kindre t works, a1l deviad in
the moral and mawrial 1nterosts of the totlers, whilst for the
agriculiural laborer and the peasant firmer ex elient so:leties have
been orgasised in all, or nearly all, the rural districts, to weet their
special recessitics.  1n no other eountry have Catholies shown siuch
alaprity to carry cuf both the letter and the apirit of the encyulical
instructions of Leo N1II, en the Boctal Questiom, und in vo ocher
country has obedience to the Pon ifical cownsels been foillowed by
more happy resulty,

A Raund Robin. .
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IT often happens, especially at sea, that men who have a grievance
wish to present a p titien for redress to those in authority over
them, yet no msn wrshes to wake his pone promivent, o 2aine
one invented the tashion of sipnine the rawed 1o a circle in whoh
it is fwmposable to tell which was wrinten firsg. Ynra peeabnr
petition is called o round ro'an. which ismerely n cnruptin of the
original Freoch niumne rond redian (1oud 1ibbon),

Do not forvet whenever you are suffering from a Bad Cold to
send immediately for 1 USSICURA~* *

Bhould you be afthicted with chilblains, WITCI'S OIL will
give you immediate relicf, A certain cure—".*

Diocesan News

ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON,

{(From onr own correspondent.)
July 12,

The Ven, Archdeacon Devoy will cinducsthe services at St
Pawrick’s Cruarch, Masterion, tomnorcow,

dir, D, Twohill, who was on a visit to Masterton, sanp ‘Ora
{er Nowia’ as an offertory piece at ot. Patrigk’s Chureh ou Sunday
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Expoeition of the Blessed Sacrament was held at St Mary of
the Angels’ on Sunday last, The music both in the morming and
evening was exocllently rendered,

Rev. Futher Bowden, one of the professors of Meanes Seminary,
who has beea spending part of his bolidays at the presbytery, Boul-
cott street, returned on Thursday last, .

Rev. Father Costeilo has been appointed to the newly-formed
parish at Marton, which inclades Hunterviile, Tarakina, and Balis.
He will take up his resideace at Marton, which is the centre of thae
district,

Bignor Borzoul, who has faken up his residence in Wanganui,
passed through Wellington this week. It is his inteation au the
ooming baznar to hold a military revisw representative of the whole
of the British repiments,

At St Patrick’as Church, Masterton, oa June 24, the marel ipe of
Mr C. H. Ruseell to Mirs R, Toucher Foaungest daighter of Me John
Toucher, an old and respected residenl of the towsi, was solemnised,
The Verv Rev, Dean McKenua perfermed the ceremony. The bride
was attended by Miss M, Hanly as bridesmaid, and Mr B. Brown
acted in the capacity of best man,

The success which attends the various functions in connection
with the Marist Brothers' Old Boys’ Association is proverbial, and a
dance held under its suspices in Spiller’as Hall, Bouleott street, was
n¢ exception. Messrs P. J, Twohill, J, Stratford, and H, McKeown
(secretary) acted as Masters of Ceremanies, and were indefatiguble
in their efforts to make the evening enjoyable, The annual Asso-
ciation social will, in all probibility, be hold in the last week of
August,

WANGANUL

(From our own correspondant,)
July 12,

The Rev, James Tymons, SM, of St, Patrick's College, is
spending the winter holidays with his parents, who have decided to
make Wanganui their home. On Sunday lmst the Rev, Father
Tymons celebrated Mass and preached on the Gospel of the day
(Matt, vii.. 15-21). He again occupied the pulpit in the evening,
preaching an iwmpressive rermon from the text- * Hitherto you
have not asked anything in My name. Ask and you shall receive ;
that your jey may be full’ (John xvi., 24).

From the Mangaweka Settler, of June 28, I learn that the
Catholics of Mangaweka had a very succe-sful bazaar about the end
of last month. Great enthusinem was displayed in working up the
venture. People ot all denominatious gave their hearty co-opera-
tion, thus tesufying in a practival marner to the high esiven in
which Rev, Father Lacroix 18 be'd by the wholecommunity. When
sach umty and enrrgy were shown, 1t 13 not surprisiog to tivd that
the financial resuit was moat satisfastory,

The Wunganur Herald, of July b, evideotly in an unguarded
moment, publisbed a piragrav h anent the story—now three years
ofd-—of the ‘conversiora’ to Prot-santism of several hundred
French priesta. A corrispendent under the now de plume of * 4
Catholic Lie der’at once took the matter up, and showed that this
‘remarkable movenent,” ws the ferald callod 15, wos fully expored
in the X.Z. TawLer of July 26, 1900,

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH.

(From our own correspoudent.)
Jaly 14,

The Very Rev. Dean Foley is atill in charge at Akaroa, and be.
sides paroehial work is engaged in collecting for the Cathedral
building fund,

U Sunday lest his Lordship made a visitation to the Church of
the T waion, Brackenbridge. thas having visited all the churches 1n
the scatrered parieh of Hawarden. Throughout the district Lhe
Bsbop's appeal on behalf of the Cathedral haus been generously re-
spond d to, and the :chewme of a sixpenny weckly collection has been
hearuly tukon up,

At a meeting of tha Cutholive of Addington in comnvection with
schaol requirements, it was decided to make a final effort by volun-
tary ¢c.ntributions and entertainments to pay off the existing smail
balarce ou the chur. h building erected & tew years ago, and then
tike imm diate preps to have erccted & new scovol, A bazsar af
an early dute was vue of the means rupge«td and Iikely to be soted
upon to raise the neceseary cost, said to be approximately £500,

His Lordrhip the Right Bev, Dv. Gries made an epracopal visi-
tation on Sundasy the Goh inst to St. Lkaphael’s Chauel, Hawarden,
heing received by the rector of the parish, the Very Rev, Father
Price  His Lordship preached at the 11 o'clock Mauws, and appealed
for funde to conble him to cany ou the work cuni ceted with the
Cuthudral, The uppeal was Liberally renponded to, the sum of £73
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