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Catholic Church—an event which was attended by some ver
extraordinary occurrences (described to me by an eye-wimessg
—and his duties as a Catholic brought about the cessation of
all spiritistic practices for a time.  But it 1s a fact that a year
after this event he was induced to hold a séance in Paris, at
which the Emperor Napoleon was present, and that subsequent
to this he resumed his mediumistic career.’

*

As to the general effect of Spiritualism on the life and
character of those who follow it this author’s testimany goes to
show that it is whelly bad. ¢ The first impressions,” he says,
¢ which spiritistic phenomena are apt to cause in the sceptical
mind are no doubt calculated to awaken the dormant spisitual
faculty, and to bring the mind face to face with the realuties of
the unseen world ; but it is in very few instances only that this
can be said to have become the stepping-stone to higher
things. . . . Itis a f{act universally acknowledged and
admitted by experienced spiritualists that the influence of the
séance-room is on the whole debasing, and that it tends to
banish all true devotional feeling and true religion.” Which
amounts pretty much to saying what Artemus Ward less
elegantly but more forcibly expressed when he said, speaking
of the professional spiritualist : * He don’t do nobedy no good
and is a cuss to society and a pirit on honest peple's corn beef
barrils. Admittin all 'you say abowt the doctrin Lo be troo, 1
must say the reglar perfessional sperrit rappers—them as
as makes a biznis on it—air abowt the mcst ornery set of
cusses I ever enkountered in my life,’

*

The teaching of the Church on this subject has been often
stated in the N.Z. Tasrer and our readers are all familiar
with it. It could not be more tersely or concisely expressed
than in the following paragraph which appeared 1n a recent
issue of the Osservafore Romano: < The theory of the Church,
based on Biblical history, is that the wotld of spirits exists,
and that the apparition of spirits is classed among events that
have cecurred or may occur, or will occur, if it be God’s will.
In the meanwhile the Church condemns the evocation of spirits
and everything relative or pertaining thereio.’

Catholics and Non=Cathelic Worship.

In view of the then approaching Cororation and of the
religious services to be held in connection therewith a corres-
pondent in a recent number of the london Table? raised the
question of the attitude of Catholics to such services and
wished to be enlightened as to their exact position in the
matter. ile himself argued that it was the inferaal and not
the exfernal act that was of importance in such cases. lf, for
instance, hesaid, 1 sit down to a banquet with Protestants on a
Friday, and if, moreover, meat is put upon my plate, and I even
raiseittomy lips, but do not taste it, I have not breken the law of
abstinence, however much appearances may be apainst me,
If, again, | go o Mass, bui lhave wo tutention of assisting
thereat, but mercly go for the purpose of listening 1o the music,
or from some other motive, 1 do not hear that Jlass, even
though 1 appear to my noyhbor to do so.  Applying these
principles to specific cases of non-Catholic worshup he con-
tended that if he went to a Coronation service merely 1o see
the show, or to a funerzl mercly to exXpress rympathy, orto a
marriage merely to honor the Lride ] e was notto be condemned
as joining in the worship pro.ided h: excluded from b mund
the intention of taking part in the religicus side of the at,

*

The letter evoked from a Tafied contributor a clear and ful
statement of the teaching of Cathohc tl.eclogy on the question
and as the matt-r is one of general inlerest we reproduce the
substance of his remarks  With tegard 1o the example first
quoted by the correspondent the Tablet wriicr ponds out that
an individual would certainly camput the sin et scandal if by
“appearing " to eat meat on Lriday he gave hi~ Protestant
friends to understand that he was breaking the law of the
Church, The wrter then disposes of the main question  as
follows :—

“There are cases in which Catholics may be present at
Protestant services, as spectators (o g, at [lunerals or mar-
riages), or as officials or attendants (o g, soldiers in attendance
on a prince), but never as partakers, in the sense of joming
formally and outwardly in non Cathobe wership.  Hence it 1s
not, as “ Inguirer” » ems 1o impl , a mere distinction of inter-
nal and extcrnal, A Catholic, by Duane Law, cannot juin
evin oulwardly moanything whichn dsell on i the comnon
estination of the pubiic, implies profession, approval, or sanc-
tion of a talse 1ehgon. En tle carly Church, the outward
offering of & mere gran ol mecnse Letore a pagan altir was
rightly bcld 1o be apostasy, even though mwardly the oierer
had no muntion of worshipping and bad nobioeg but athor-
rence for the lalse worship.  Lhe patural and nermsl wiy
which men cutwardly protess thowr adheston to a scet s by go-
ing to its places of worttip end g sis g at s survices, A
Catholic canrol do these Lthings witho o shosviog i such ont-
ward professions, uniess he i clearea e such imputation by
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the fact that there is some circumstance publicly known, which
makes it sufficiently plain that his presence is due to civil or
social and not to religious reasons.  Such circumstance is, at a
funera!, the presence of the remains of a ded friend to whom
he desires to pay respect; or at a wedding, the presence of the
bride or bridegroom, whom he desires to congratulate ; or ata
coronatiun, the presence of a sovereign to whom he wishes to
pay civil honor. In all such cases, it is the outward publicly
known circumstance which relieves the assistance of a Catholic
of all note of religious participation, and gives to it the charac-
ter of purely civil or social courtesy. Qf course, as ** Inquirer”
states, even then there must be no inward assent to false wor-
ship. ']' have merely wished to point out what, indeed, all
Catholics know, that we cannot deny our faith outwardly, even
though we keep it inwardly; that we cannot do things which,
in the ordinary acceptance of mankind, imply profession of
false religion, though inwardly we may not conform 1o it, and
that the distinction to bekept in view is not merely that of external
and internal, but that which separates religious from mere civil
honor. To determine the latter, as marked off from the for-
mer, a public external circumstance—the burial of the corpse,
the marriage of a bride and bridegroom, the coronation of the
king, suffices.’

Priest and Puritan.

The Boers, as is weli known, are of Puritan stock and are
reputed to hold to their religious beliefs with all the old Puritan
tenacity, but they seem to have little of that silly dread of and
distike Lo Catholic priests which are sometimes displayed by
their co-religionists in more civilised communities, so at least
it would appear from the testimony of a Catholic missionary in
Cape Colony, who gives the following account, quoted in the
Awe Maria, of his experiences amongst the Boers :—‘ In every
house a chapter from the Scriptures is read every evening,
with singing and piayer; this not alone on Sundays, but
every day alike, This is done whether there are guests pre-
sent or not. | have very often been asked to read the chapter
from the Bible and to offer prayer, which I was naturally always
willing to do. On Sunday every family rides to church; and
when the distances are too great, the neighbors within five or
ten miles assemble at a farm, chosen Leforehand, to hold public
worship in commen. But every family travels to church at
least twice a year, however great the distance may be. The
journey often lasts several days, so that the visitors to the
church spend a week or longer in their waggons and tents.
Boers are Protestands and [ am a Roman Catholic priest, but
I speak of them just as | found them.’

»*

We have read lately of a Catholic priest in one of the
American cities accepting an invitation to lecture in a Protes-
tant church on the Catholic religion, and of his taking full
advantage of the oppaortunity to do good service for his Church,
But the picture of the priest leading the devotions of these old
Puritan farmers 15 still more out of the common, and a still
more remarkable illustration of the way in which circumstances
conspire to make ' evtremes meet.’  All the same the picture
is a pleasing one, and the experiences described are creditable
to all concerned,

His large ecircle of friends wilk regret to hear that the Right
Rev. Mar, Kigney, of Prospect (xaye the Frecman's Janraal), is ~tiil
seriougly ill, thouzh a singut improvement in his condition is
noticeable within the last few days, The Monsignor's daties duriog
his illness are being fulfilled by the Hev, T, O'Reilly, of Parra-
miatla,

The new!y-erected Catholic ¢church at Toggranong was opened
on Bunday, Jnne 2%, in the presence of a lurgre congrepation, The
Coadjutor- Archbishop of Sydney, assisted by the Hev. Father O’Gor-
man (Michelago), perfomed the opewmng cerzmony. The Rev.
Father Collunder (Queanbeyan), and the Rev., Father O'Driscoll
(Bugendore) were also present,  The bulding, which is a handsome
one, is buily of weatherboard, and has seating accommodation for
200 pursons, After the spening ceremony speeches were delivered
by Fathers Collander, O'Gorman, O'Drisconl, avd o hers.  The build-
ing cust over £200, £127 of which was collected that day.

Wanted Known.-~That for acute Bronchitis or Pnenmonia
TUSSICURA is an iwmcdiate and perinanent re nedy.—* . *

TFor absolute strenpt), extireme sunpiicity, frecdom from weak
or nudesirable points, and abundance of exceilent working featurce
througkeout, Liceleior ploughs are unrivalled. They will do per-
fecily the work that cwn be expeeted of any pluugh, and are
guaaranteed to give satsfaction o any soils where a pivuglh can
work at all, no matter how tough wud difficnit the work, They
heve extra length of land basie, soccially mide mould boards, and
steer iuyg gear of tie mostcomplete and approved kind, Hevolving
swivdl ster] oroular covit rs. Duuble dwrcruw, £11 10s; three
farrows, £16 108,—Morrow, Baseett, awd Co., sole sgents in New
7 aland for Cockshutt farm fmplemente—=,*
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