
Priest and Puritan.
The Boers, as is well known, are of Puritan stockandare

reputed to hold to theirreligiousbeliefs with all the oldPuritan
tenacity,but they seem to have littleof that silly dreadof and
dislike to Catholic priests which are sometimesdisplayed by
their co-religionists inmorecivilised communities, so at least
it would appear from the testimony of a Catholic missionaryin
Cape Colony, who gives the following account, quoted in the
Aye Maria, of his experiencesamongst the Boers:— '

In every
house a chapter from the Scriptures is read every evening,
with singing and piayer; this not alone on Sundays, but
every day alike. This is done whether there are guests pre-
sent or not. I have very often been asked to read thechapter
from theBible andto offer prayer,whichIwas naturallyalways
willing to do. On Sunday every family rides to church; and
when the distances are too great, theneighborswithin five or
ten milesassembleat a farm, chosen beforehand, to hold public
worship in common. But every family travels to church at
least twice a year, however great the distancemay be. The
journey often lasts several days, so that the visitors to the
church spend a week or longer in their waggons and tents.
Boers are Protestands andIam a Roman Catholic priest,but
Ispeak of them just asIfound them.'

We have read lately of a Catholic priest in one of the
Americancities accepting- an invitation to lecture in a Protes-
tant church on the Catholic religion, and of his taking full
advantage of the opportunityto do good service for hisChurch.
But the picture of the priest leading the devotions of these old
Puritan farmers is still more out of the common, and a still
more remarkableillustration of the way in which circumstances
conspire to make '

extremes meet.' All the same the picture
isa pleasingone,and the experiencesdescribed are creditable
to a!l concerned.

His large circle of friends will regret tohear that the Right
Rev.M^r. Higney, of Prospect («ays the Fireman's Journal), is -till
Kfiious'.y ill, though a align t improvement in hia condition is
noticeable within the last few days. The Munsignor'a duties during
hn illness are being fulfilled by the liev. T. O'P.eilly, of Parra-
matta.

The newly-erected Catholic church at Tuggranong was opened
on Sunday, Jnne 2(.», in the presenceof a large congregation. The
Coadjutor- \ruhbishop of Sydney, aFMSfed by the Rev.Father O'Gor-
mau (.Michelago), performed the opening ceremony. The Rev.
Father Collander (Qaeanbeyan). and the Rev. Father O'Driscoll
(Bugendore) were also present. The building, whichis ahandsome
one, i-< buile of weatherboard, and has getting accommodation for
200 persons. After the opening ceremony speeches were delivered
by Fathers Collander. O'Gorman, O'Driseoil,ai.d others. The build-
ingcost ovtr £200, £127 of which wa-j cjlUctel that day.

Wanted Known.— That for acute Bronchitis or Pneumonia
TUSSICURA. is an immediate and permanent reriedy.

—
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For absolute strength, extreme simplicity, freedom from weak
or undesirable points, and abundance of excellent working features
throughout, EiotlMor ploughs are unrivalled. They will do per-
fec'.ly the work that cm be expected of any plough, and are
guaranteed to gi\e satisfaction in any S'jiW where a plough can
woik at all, no matter how tough uzid difficult rhe work. They
have extralength of land be.nn, specially inide mould boards, and
steeiiug gear of theuk>:4 complete and approvedkind. Revolving
swivel Htefl circular eouit- rs. Duuble lurrow, £11 10a; three
furrows. £1(5 10s.— Morrow, Ha«sr-tt, and Co., sole agents in New
Z aU:id for Cockshutt farm implements

— ***

Catholics and Non-Catholic Worship.
In view of the then approaching Cororation and of the

religiousservices to be held in connection therewitha corres-
pondent in a recent number of the London Tablet raised the
question of the attitude of Catholics to such services and
wished to be enlightened as to their exact position in the
matter. Hehimself argued that it was the internaland not
theexternal act that was of importance in such cases. If, for
instance, hesaid,Isit down to a banquet withProtestants on a
Friday,and if, moreover,meat isput upon myplate,andIeven
raiseittomy lips,but donot taste it, Ihavenot broken the law of
abstinence, however much appearances may be against me.
If,again,Igo to Mass, but have no intention of assisting
thereat,but merely go for the purpose of listening to the music,
or from some other motive, 1 do not hear that Mass, even
though I appear to my neighbor to do so. Applying these
principles to specific cases of non-Catholic worship lie con-
tendedthat if he went to a Coronationservice merely to see
the show, or to a funeral merely to express sympathy, or to a
marriagemerely to honor t'le brideIc wasnot to be condemned
as joining in the worship provided h .' t xcluded from his mind
the intention of taking part in the nli^ic-us bide of the a_t.

Theletter evoked from a Tablet contributor a clear and ful
statementof the teaching of Catholic tl.eology on the question
and as the matter is one of geneinl interest we reproduce the
substance of his remarks With tegatd to the example first
quotedby the correspondent tt-e Tablet wriiir points out that
an individual would certainly commit the sin ot '-candil if by
'appearing' to eat meat on Friday he gave hi-. Protestant
friends to understand that he was breaking the law ot the
Church. The writer then disposes of the main question as
follows:—:

—
'There are cases in which Catholics may be present at

Protestant services-, as spectators (v jr., at funerals or mar-
riages), oras officials or attendants (v$,soldieis in attendance
on a prince), but never as partakers, in the sense of joining
formally and outwardly in non Catholic worship. Hence it is

not, as
" Inqurer"s»ems to impl , a mere distinction o! inter-

nal and external. A Catholic, \<y Diune Law, cannot join
ev(noutwaidly in an\ thing ulmli in itself 01 in the common
estimation of the public, implies profession,approval,or sanc-
tion of a false ttligion. In tlie early Church, the outward
offering of a mere of incense bc'ore a pa^an alti' was
rightly held 10 be apostn ,̂, evtn though inwardly the oiLrer
had no inuntion ct vurihij ping and h.id m tlm-g but abhor-
rence for the lrtlst worship. '1he natural and noimd way mi

which men outwaidly proics-, th< tr adhesion to a si ct is by
ing to lib plaics ot uorhip �nd a sis mjr at v-, >-civices. A
Catholic canrot do these things wiihon ,h ifing it1 such out-
wardprofessions, unites he h llcuicu litin bui.li imputationby
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the fact that there is somecircumstance publiclyknown, which
makes it sufficiently plain that his presence is due to civil or
socialand not to religious reasons. Such circumstanceis,at a
funeral, the presence of the remains of a deid friend" to whom
hedesires to pay respect; or at a wedding, the presence of the
bride or bridegroom, whomhe desires tocongratulate;or at a
coronation, the presence of a sovereign to whom he wishes to
pay civil honor. Inall such cases, it is the outward publicly
known circumstance which relieves the assistance of a Catholic
of all note of religious participation,and gives to it the charac-
ter of purely civil or social courtesy. Of course, as " Inquirer"
states, even then theremust be no inwardassent to false wor-
ship. Ihave merely wished to point out what, indeed, all
Catholics know, that we cannot deny our faith outwardly,even
though we keep it inwardly; that we cannot do things which,
in the ordinary acceptance of mankind, imply profession of
false religion,though inwardly we may not conform to it, and
thatthedistinctionto bekept inview is not merely thatofexternal
and internal,but that which separates religious frommere civil
honor. To determine the latter, as marked off from the for-
mer, a public externalcircumstance

—
the burialof the corpse,

the marriageof a brideand bridegroom,the coronation of the
King, suffices.'

CatholicChurch
—

an event which was attended by some very
extraordinaryoccurrences (described to meby an eye-witness)—

andhisduties as a Catholic brought about the cessation of
allspiritistic practices for a time. But it is a fact thatayear
after this event he was induced to holdastance in Paris, at
which the EmperorNapoleon was present,and that subsequent
to thishe resumed his rnediumisticcareer.'

As to the general effect of Spiritualism on the lifeand
character of those who followit this author's testimony goes to

show that it is wholly bad. 'The first impressions,' he says,
'whichspiritistic phenomena areapt to cause in the sceptical
mind are nodoubt calculated to awaken thedormant spuitual
faculty, and tobring the mind face to face with the realitiesof
the unseen world;butit is in very few instances only that this
can be said to have become the stepping-stone to higher
things. . . . It is a fact universally acknowledgedand
admitted byexperienced spiritualists that the influence of the
stance-room is on the whole debasing, and that it tends to
banish all true devotional feeling and true religion.' Which
amounts pretty much to saving what Artemus Ward less
elegantlybut more forcibly expressed when he said,speaking
of the professionalspiritualist:'He don't do nobody nogood
and isacuss to societyand apirit on honest peple'scorn beef
barrils. Admittinall you say abowt the doctrin tobe troo,I
must say the reglar perfessional sperrit rappers— them as
as makes a biznis on it

—
air abowt the mcst ornery set of

cusses Iever enkountered inmy life.'

The'teachingof the Church on this subject has been often
stated in the N.Z. Tablet and our readers are allfamiliar
withit. It couldnot be more tersely or concisely expressed
than in the followingparagraph which appeared in arecent
issueof the Osservatore Romano:

'The theory of the Church,
basedon Biblical history, is that the wotld of spirits exists,
and that the apparition of spirits is classed amongevents that
haveoccurred or may occur, or willoccur, if it be God's will.
In the meanwhile theChurch condemns theevocation of spirits
andeverythingrelative or pertaining thereto.'
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