
NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

pperdy recovery of his Majesty. In the evening Rev. Father
Patterson alpo referred to the King's illness, as did also Rev.Father
Lane at Onebunsra, Rev. Father M'lntosh at Parnell, and Rev.
Father Brodie at Waihi.

PROCEEDINGS IN PARLIAMENT.

NOTES FROM THE HOUSE.

After formal busincPH had been transacted on Tuesday the
House adjourneduntil Wednesday afternoon. In the eveningMr
Sidey, the member for Cavershum, moved tho Address-in.Reply
which was seconded by Mr Horneby, and afterbrief speeches by
Messrs Witheford, E.M. Smith andMcNab the debate closed.

The debate was ono of the shortest on record, and its brief
duration is looked uponas a goodaugury for a short session.During thp afternoon notice was given of a large number of,bills, many of which were old friends such Absolute Majority,
Klective Executive, Referendum, Smoking by Youth's Suppres-
sion.

Very little business was transacted by members on Thursday
the sitting only lasting for a couple of hours. About five and
twenty bills were intioduced and read a first time. The title of
many of these have graced the Order Paperß during past sessions,
andit is more than preibable that mostof them will neverbe placed
on the Statute Book. However they eerve a purpose by
keeping thenames of the introducers before thepublic.

Friday afterno >n was takenuu with thefirst readingof another
batch of bills, the answering of questions, and other formal
business.

In the evening the Acting-Premier moved the Becond reading
of the GovernmentRailways SuperannuationFund Bill, toestablish
a superannuation fund in connection with the Government Rail-
waysDepartment. He said it wasscarcely necessary for him to say
that,in v department which low consisted of some8000 employee?,
it was desirable that a scheme should be adopted on the lines pro-
posed in the bill. Insketching tho scheme providedby thebill, he
pointed out how the superannuation system had workedinconnec-
tion with the London and North-Westesn Railway Company, and
said thebill wasan honest effort to meet a complexand difficult
problem. He quoted extensively from figures to show how the
scheme would benefit theemployees of the department, andinformed
the House that the officers of the departmenthad reported that the
bill provided a very safe and sound Rcheme, and one that would
prove beneficial toemployee's as a whole.

The measure was veiy favorably received, and the second read-
ng agreed to on the voice-i, after wh'ch the House rose.

LOBBY GOSSIP AND NEWS.

TIMARU.

(From our owncorrespondent.)
e»o Miss E. McGuinnees, A.T.O.L. (pianiste),organist of the Church
of the Saored Heart, and her pupils gave a musical evening (in

Tuesday, July 1, in the Aefiembly Rooms The invitations were
numerously respondedto, and the hall waiwell filled by themany
friends of the teacher and h"r pupil",nnd also by several represen-
tativesof musical circles in Timaru who werenot disappointedin
anticipating a musical tit at. The Rev.Fathers Tnbuian and Aubry
were al<>o present. The programme was as> follows :

—
Part 1.

Duet, two piano",'MarchHongroise ' (K'iwal->ki), Mis= Nellie Earan
and Miss X Dennehy ;piano snlo, 'Nocturne in E Fiat

'(Chopin),
Miss L.steward;dut-t, two pianos,'Valse Brilliante' (Lach), Mips
May Goulding and Miss Agnes Dick;solo, 'Valse Impromptu,' Miss
Mary Geaney ;duet, two pianos, 'Matin1(Chaminade), Miss Julia
Hoare and Miss Beatrice Knight;piano solo. 'Polonniso in A

'

(Chopin's Miss Nellie Egan;duet, two pianos, Mins E. McGuinness
aud Mr G. B. Dorm (encored) Part ll.— Duet, two pianon, 'Inter-
mede

'
(Chaminade), Miss Maggie Burns and Miss Eileen Twomey;

piano polo, 'Polonaise in D. Minor' (Chopin), Miss E McGninnees
(encored); piano solo. ' Recordanga' (Jensen), Mis^ Julia Hoare ;
piano solo, 'Rondo in E Flat

'
MissEileenDtnnehy (encored);piano

and organ duet. 'Martha,' Miss Monica Yenning (piano), Mi^sE.
McQuiniiess (organ);piano eolo, 'Nocturne in BMajor' (Chopin),
Mr G. B. Dorm; duet, two pianos, '

Valre Cainavnlrfqne'
(Chaminado), Miss E. Twomey and Misß Lillian Stewart. Mies
McGninness, Mr Jeffvrson aad Mr Coombs (violin) aKo assisted,
rendering respectively Gounod's 'Aye Maria,' 'My Queen,' and
1Polonaise in A' (Hare),violin polo, and 'Madiigale' (Simmonetti)
which weremuch appreciated, Mr Coombs' violin solo eecuringan
encore. The various items on the piogramme were weil rendered
by the pupils and Miss McGuinnfss was highly congratulated at
the c^ose of the evening on the excellence of the programme and
the efficiency of her pupils both in execution and interpretation.
The stage was tastefully decorated and light refreshments were
handedround during the interval, the company dispers-ing about
10 30 one and all expressing their pleasure inhaving np-nt such an
enjoyableevening.

The quarterly meeting of the local branch of the Hibernian
Society took placein St. John's Hall on Thursday evening, the pre-
sident (Bro. P.Kane) being in the chair. There wasa large attend-
ance of members,and over £50 was taken in quaitcrly contribu-
tions. Much intere-t was taken in the nomination of officers for
the ensuing tix months The election takes place on n^xt meeting
night.

TheVeryßev.Father Lewis, who journeyedfrom Wellington tocon-
duct a retreat for the Dominican Nuns at Dunedin, bnke his
journey each way at Timaru, andhis o'd paribhionernhad the plea-
sure of hearing him again in the pulpit at Viperson the last two
Sunday*. Father Lewis bears his responsibilities wtll. and bis
many old friends in Timaru were pleased to Bee him lucking so
well.

The MaristBrothers' football team, with the cxc.phon of one
reverse,xre putting in a good claim for the junior flagamongst the
district sohools, and it is still on the -sards that th"y may repeat
their last year'sperformance and come out on top.

The Co.<r jutor Archbishop of Sydney and tho Bishops of the
Province ha\e issued a joint Pastoral Letter nluring to the
Pontifical Silvir Jubilee of his Holiness Le >. Xl'l, ;>ni the annual
collection of Peter's Pence. After describing theposition of the
Pope, theBishops Fay:'Thanks to God, the wants of the Supreme
Pontiff are not forgotten. The peo;>le willingly and generously
furnish a 1 they can towards the support and dignity of the.r
pr-stors. They do so for the Pope (the Holy Father) above all.
Some nationalities deserve honorable mention for their contri-
butions to Peter's Pence. They send their offerings annually, and
thty do co devotedly. Catholic Irelandand Catholic ie'g.uuihave
been fo queLtly accorded this distinction by the fr-upreme Pontiff
in his Allocutions. He has also spoken in pra.se of the United
States, and of Aubtralia, where the Catholic population mainly
consists of Ireland's exiles and of their heirs, bothalike faithful to
the traditions of St Patrick. Thus, we may remark, a double
triumph tas been the reward of the fortitude and fidelity of
Inlandduringhistoric persecution. Athome,peace finds her more
than everconfirmed in loyalty and devotion to cretd andcountry.
Abroad, wherever the language of the oppressor la spoken,Erin's
children have implanted, with marvellous frui'fulnesp, their own
tharacterihtic zeal for all religious works, and especially for
attachment,m obedience and love, to the Chair of Peter. The sum
of £1600 is contributed annually, as au ordinary collection of
Peter's Pence,by the Archdiocese of Dublin alone.'

Already Sir J. G. Ward has wongoldenopinions from mjmb'-rs
on both tides of the House for the business-like way in which the
work of the sess on was inaugurated. The Governor's speech was
concise and to tbapoint, and the Acting-Premier's speeches inrefer-
ence to tho illness of his Majesty, the honor conferred on Captain
Russell, etc., were moiela of dictiou andgood taste, the right thing
being said in the right place

The Old AgePensions are moun'ingup. For the yearending
March31 the amount was over £207,000, about £10,000 more than
the previous year. This is equal to a tax of about 5s per head of
the whole population. About one person in every 65 is a pen-
sioner.

Notwithstanding the introduction of penny postage during the
year ending March H-t tht» gros-t revenue was only £15,262 leas
than thatof tho prefedi g 12 months. Ono result of the lowering
of the podtevge ra'e \va-< th^t there was a-i increase of 13,000,000
Otters During th" year cU"»e on 50000,01)0 letters were posted in
this Colony, which m (qual to (>2 letters per head of the population,
and i« behe\ed to b-i f ho record lor th< world.

The toi.il r.ii.r,unt to du> credit of depositors in thePost Office
Savings Hank o?/ iKeembpr .51, »as £0,350 013, being anincrease of
nearly ha f v.million t-teilir g en thts pievious year.

There a is ttlephti'i- (xebbi'ge (direction inNew Zealand for
every I*o vx-rson*,thenumber being U2GO.

To judge from the amount in Old A^e Pensions
Auckland feenis to be a very healthy place to live in,as thenumber
of p*nmoners there if about two and a half times that of Welling-
tonand ono anda half t mes th^t of Christchurch or Dunedin.
The annual amount paid in the principal centres is— Auckland,
£U,821 ;Dunedin, £31.186; Chribtchurch, £2i),064 ; Wellington,
£17.823.

The Acting Premier stated in theHouse onFriday that tenders
for the erection of the new ralway station at Dunedin would be
called for shortly

The total earnings of the Government Railways for the past
financial year amounted to £1~874,586, or an increase of £147,350
over the previous year, and presents the highest level as yet
reached by the railways of the Colony. After deducting the expen-
diture, amounting to £1,252,237, there is a net profit accruing of
£022,349, against £50 (J,388 for theprevious year.
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For Chilblains there is positivelyno remedy to approachEvan's
WITCH'S OlL— an absolutely certain cure.— *„*

If Cyclists or Footballers meet with accidents, they will find
that Evan's WITCH'S OILis infallible.— %*

As spring is approaching, farmers should apply without delay
for particularsto Messrs Reid andGray, of Dunedin, regarding the
firm's extensive list of agricultural implements, which includes
drills, ploughs, harrows, and cnltivatore. All their implements

—
whether locally made or imported— are of the best kind, andhave
always given the greatestsatisfaction topurchasers....

n-HA mv AX?T^ OO CAAHEL STREET, CHRISTCHURCH, FashionableDrapers,
£}JXJjt X -fci &4>**"" Kf\J* Milliners and Costumiers,

Incases of Sprains or any injury to the limbs the applicationof
WITCH'S OIL gives instant relief.— %"

Mr Johnstone,the well-knownchemist of Manse street, Dunedin
baa taken Mr Haslett, who has had twenty years' experience in
Auckland, into partnership,and the firm will in future beknown
as Johnstone acd Haslett. Both of these gentlemen served their
apprenticeship at the same time at the establishment of Messrs
J.andJ. Haslett,Belfast, and passed their examination inDublin.
They claim to be tho only two Irish chemists in business in this
C010ny....


