
Facts About Martinique.

LIKEthe editor of the Skibbereen I'agle,who had his eyeon theCzar of Russia, certain Protestant bodies arekeeping a close watchon the Catholic Church in Scotland. The committee instructedby
theGeneralAssembly of the U.F. Church, for thepurpose of keep-ing that body well-informed on the subject of '

Romanism andRitualism,' have to call attention (fays the Catholic Herald) to
certain facts whichno doubt are veryalarming facU from the com-mittee's point of view. The committee recognise that in EnglandandSootland theprogress of theCatholic Ohuroh

'
more thau keeps

pace with the growth of thepeople.' There has been a decrease inthe number of Catholics in Ireland,but this they perceiveis due.not toconversions to Protestantism or leakage,but 'to the fallingoff in population through emigration.' The
'

facts '-referred to arecontained in the report which is as follows :—:
—

Infulfilling the instructionsof the General Assembly to keep
the Church well-informed on the progress of Romanism andRitualism, this Committee have todraw attention tocertain factsbearingon the striking progress of Romanism in our midst. WhileinIrelandthere is retrocession, owing to the falling off inpopula-tion through emigration, in England and Scotland theprogress oftheRoman Catholic Churcb more than keeps pace with tbe growth
of the people Thus in England, in 1893, there were 1,357,000
Roman Catholics, there are now 1.500,000 Roman Catholics ;inScotland, in the Batne year, there were 343,000, there are now433,000;in Ireland, on the other hand, thenumber in this periodhas fallen from 3,549,956 to 3,310,028. To thi* last cause Udue thefact that the numbers of Roman Catholics in the three kingdoms
show a decrease overall of nearly 7000. Of the 760,000 of the citypopulation of Glasgow (over 900,000 including suburbs), 300,000are returned as Roman Catholic

—
a proportion, if the figures arecorrect, which may well startle us, for it implies that two-fifthsof the population within the city boundaries are of the Romanfaith.

Morestriking than even the growthof the Roman population
is theextension of tbe organisation of the Roman Catholic Church.InEngland, for example, between 1893 and 1902, we haveanin-
creaseof priests from 2.188 to 3015,and of churches from 1387 to1572;in Scotland,of priests from 362 to 482, and of churches from
338 to354. Glasgowhas increased its priests in this periodfrom
154 to240, and its churches from 106 to 112. To these figures are
added others bearing on the multiplication of conventual institu-
tions. The number of religious houses suppressed in England in
1536 and 1538 is given at 616. The totalnumber now in the United
Kingdomis 1453, 484 for men and 969 for women, so that the in-
crease in recent years goos beyond anything previously known inthe country, and calls for serious attention. Itis extremelydiffi-
cult to getstatistics on the influx of theFrench Jesuits into this
country, but Mr Walsh estimates that there are 250 Jesuits inGreat Britain,besides lay brethren, of whom there is said to be a
great number. The 'Church Association Almanac' gives the
namesand addresses of 33 persons who have passed last year from
the English Church Union into the Roman Church. Of recentacquiaicions the Vatican correspondent of the Daily Telegraph
mentions Mr Charleson, late of Thornliebank.as preparing for the
priesthoodat the Scots' College in Rome, and says 'he is believed
to be the first convert from among the ministers of that (Presby-
terian)denomination to the Roman Catholic Church.' This is notstrictly correct, but is verynearly so. With regard to theprogress
of Ritualism in England, it is said that in the Scottish EpiscopalChurch, they have360 clergymen, of whom 24 f» adoptedRitualistic
practices or joined the Ritualistic societies, 6 are members of the
Society of the Holy Cross, 27 are members of the Confraternity ofthe Blepsed Sacrament, 2T are members of the English ChurchUnion, 14 burn incense, 74 wear Romish vestments, 121 burn altar
lights. The Bishops of Argyle, Aberdeen,and the Assistant of the
Primus are members of the English Church Union. The last tewyeara have witnessed growing boldness in the publicity of theCorpus Christi processions in Edinburgh, though these are prohi-
bited by law. In view of all the facts, the committee are stronglyimpressed vtith the need of greater attention being givenby theChurch to the growth and efforts of Romanism around up, and tothe numerous ways in which Ritualistic ideas and practices are
finding an entranceeven into Protestant communions.'

The Archbishop of Hobart.

The island of Martinique, whose principal city, St. Pierre, wasutterly destroyed by the volcanic eruption onThursday, May 8 isone of the French West India Islands, Windward group Thevolcanic mountain whose eruption proved the destructionof St.Fierre was the island's loftiest summit, being 4,450 feet hiehMartinique (says the Sacred Heart Meview) is of irreeular form*.highand rocky,about 45 miles long, and 10 to 15miles broad Itsarea is 380 equare miles. There are six volcanoes on the islandExtensivemasses of volcanicrocks cover theinterior, rise toa greatelevation, andextend from the mountains to the shores of the seawhere they form numerous deep indentions along the coastBotween the volcanic rooks occur broad, irregular valleys of greatfertility. The mountain-slopes are in many parts oovered withprimeval forest. Numerous streams flow from theheights,most ofthem mere rivulets.
Ithas several good harbors, thebest of which isPortRoyalonthe southwest side of the island. St.Pierre wason thenorthwestside.
Politically, the island is a French coloDy, and is under agovernorand municipal councils withelected generalcouncil. Itisdividedinto32 communes. Idia representedin theFrenchparliamentbya senatorandtwodeputies. The island has had a variedpoliticalhistory Ifc wasdiscoveredby the Spaniards in 1493. Itwassettledby the French in 1G35, was taken by theBritishin1794,andrestored

to France in1802. Again taken by theBritish in1809,it wasrestoreda second time to Franceat the cloeeof the war of1814.Though St Pierra was theprincipal commercial centre, it wasnot the seat of government. Fort de France is the capital. Inthistown there is a law school with 76 etudents;3 secondary schoolswith 487 pupils;a normal echool;38 primary schools with 10 304pupils;also 13 clerical and private schools. The population ofMartinique in 1895 was 187,692 (90,373 males and 97,319 females)with afloating populationof1,907. Only1,307out of thispopulationwereborn inFrance.
Sugar, coffee,cacao, tobacco, andcottonare the chiefculture.Martinique wasthebirthplaceofEmpress Josephine,Napoleon'swife. Her statue stood in St.Pierre,andher memorywascherishedby the inhabitants of that doomedcity.
Protestant writers describing Martiniquehave beennaturallymuch annoyed at the Catholicity of the inhabitants,and habits ofdevotion and piety, misunderstood by the Protestantmind, havebeen set down aa unadulteratedidolatry. That Martinique,beforethe recent catastrophe, was the most interesting of the WestIndianislands, is attested by a Protestant writer in theNew YorkObserver,who says:

—
'Martinique, however, contrasted favorably with the islandsbelonging to Great Britain. The people had an air of thriftandself-respect, which found expression in the cleanliness, dress andtaste displayed in their streets, houses and costumes. There w»snoneof the abjectpoverty and beggary whichmetoneat every tornin the English islands.'

Mr Williamson (says the Sydney Catholic PresS) has enteredinto a fresh engagement with Miss Amy Castles. ThePerth con-certs were so successful that twomoreconcerts are to be given inWest Australia, and Queensland is to be visited. The residents ofleading country towns are anxioustohearMiss CaPtles. At-first MrWilliamsoncould not entertain their offers, butitis probable thatbeforeMiss Castles returns to the old world he will make anefforttomeet their wishes.

WHILE the famous battle of Waterloo was being fought on theplains near the Belgian capital on June 18, ISI3 (pays the Tas-manian Monitor), there was born at Crookstown, County Cork, onewho was destined to gainhonor and diptinctionin the service of theChurch, and whois now the beloved Archbishop ofHobart.Hie Grace enteredhis 88th year on Wednesday, June18,and onthat occasion received many letters and telegramsof congratulation,
allbreathing thehope that the aged prelate, who has long outlivedthe ordinary span of man's life, may yet be spared for years tocome. By age and length of service he ranks next the Holy Father
as the oldest prelatein Christendom

—
the Pope being but five yearsolder than he.

On the Archbishop's birthday anniverpary a deputation,repre-senting the laity of the diocese, waited on his Grace at theArchiepiscopal residence. Itconsisted of the Hon. K. Mulcahy,
Minister for Lands and Works ; Mr E. A. Counsel, Surveyor-
General and Secretary for Lands ;Mr Leventhorpe Hall and MrOsmund J.Roper,Crown Lands Department ; Messrs J. L.Forde,G. E. Kelly, J. Davern, Pierce J. Keating, M. Parer, and H. J.Harvey. The Right Rev. Bishop Delany. theRevs. M.Meagher andMartialMary were also present. His Grace had no notice of the
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&Ur!f ti0°. anA â8taken qnite by BafPrise, though he wunot theless pleasedat tins unexpectedevidence of thepeople's eoodwillto-wardshim.
MrMnlcahy, inexplaining the purpose for whichthe depute-tion waitedon his Grace, remarked that it was notable that whilethe chief Bishop of theChurch at Rome— his HolinessLeo Xril

—
wasnow 92 yearsof age,here,at theuttermost end ofChristendom,a venerable prelate,only five years the junior of thePope,ruled theChurch He respeotfullyurged on the Archbishop that he oughtto liveat least as lon*as the Pope, otherwisehis death would be arenou*reflectionon the climateof Tasmania as comparedwith thatof Italy. He assured hia Grace thatall Mb people throughout Tas-mania—and he was glad to saya great manyoutsidehis own flock—rejoiced thatGod had Bpared his life so long, and they hopedhewouldremain amongst them for evenmany yearsyet to come.Hib Graoe Archbishop Murphy, in acknowledgingthe congra-tulations on hisattaining his 87thnatal anniversary:expressed hiewarmestappreciation of the kindnessand thoughtfulness shownbythe visit,and, m return, wished those present and their familiesevery happiness. Speaking of the age of PopeLeo XIII.and him-seJr, he said that twenty years ago he was at Rome and had anaudience of the present Pope. Intaking leave of hisHoliness, thePope said to him:< This is the laet time we shall meet in thiswof d- Ten yearslater he wasagain at Rome, and inconyereation
with thePope, remindedhim of what hehadsaid whenhehad lasthad anaudience, and he told tbePope that in that matter,at allevents, he had not been Infallible. Well, tenmore yearshadgoneby,and the Popeand he were still alive,and if he were atRome
againhe would remindhisHolinessof his non-infallibility concern-ing the periodof either of themgoing toheaven.
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Do not forget whenever youare suffering from a BadCold to
send immediately for TUSSICURA.—*,*

Should you be afflicted with chilblains, WITCH'S OIL will
giveyou immediaterelief. A certain cure.

—
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