
Catholics in the British Empire.

Sixty-two years on Friday last— on the 4th of July, 1840
—

the
little wooden paddle-wheel hieamer Britannia (snye the Melbourne
Advocate") left Liverpool for Boston, which bhe safe'y reached a
fortnight later. She was the first steamer that ever crossed the
Atlantic Ocein,and she was the first of that great Cunard line
which for more than a generation wps able tomake theproud boaist
that ithad n<jv« r lost a. passenger's life. What manner of boat she
vaiis amusingly de^-oibed by Chail s Di'-kecs in the first chapter
of his

'
Ameroan Notf«.' He staited on the 3rd January, 1842, and

he tells hid rt aders:'I shall never forget the amazement with
which Iopened the door of the s ate-room on bewrd theBritannia
packet, 1200 tons burdtn— reperved,asIsaw by the card,for Charles
Dickens and lady.' He hi's vQ in a very few words the fittings of
this

'preposterous box,' as he calls it, 'the thin mattress' on '»n
inaccessible shelf,' and the door that would not have admittedtheir two portmauteaux even if there had been anywhere topat
them whenthey were inside. Steadily and swiftly the Cunardline
crept on, now leading the Wr-y with the best andbiggest papsenger
bhips afloat, now stimulating rival companies to out-do its latest
achievement, but always holding it* own eminent station, until
now it calmly fares the great Pierpont Morgan combination, with
which it will havenoconnection whatever. A^ an earnest,of theclass
of competition to which itwill subject that organisation, ithascoi-
tracted for the building of twomore Atlantic liners, which will be
equipped with turbine engines of 47,000 and 50,000 horse-power,
and made 21 knots an hour contract t<me. Aa the speed of the
Britannia was8J knots per hour, as nearly as possible ten English
lnileo,and her engines only indicated 74 horse-power, the advance
made by ths pioneer company is taeily estimated. The Cunard
Steamship Company has long had notahle competitors. The White
fctar Line, theHamburg-American, and the North German Lloyd's
dispute with Lei for pre-eminencein Bize of ships, in thenumber of
passengers accommodated, and in the speed with which passages are
made The traveller w.io is kept a week on shipboard in the
Atlantic now considers himself ill-used;and no wonder, since a
few hours over five days has ci me to be rtcognis das the correct
thing. The length of the vessels < mploytd has incnased from the
215 feetof the Britannia to the 706 fct of the Kaiser Wilhelm 11.,
the tonnage ban rucn to 18.000 toup, aiid thenumbtr of paasengeri
aocommodati d from the i)0carried by the 'packet' that took
Charles Dickens and 'y.U'g Lord Muljrave'— afterwards the Mar-
ejuis of Xorinariby— 'iniong them to the 285'J which the Celtic of
the White Star inc a"comuiod )t\s. Bat the growth of the traffic
i-i not greater after all tlun the growth of the populationitserves.
InIXIO the United Kingdom contained about 28 millions of people,
the United States less, and sll Germanynot so many. Now Ger-
many has 58 millions, the United States 76 millions, and Great
Britain40 still left,after Fending awayvast populations to America,
Canada, and Australia. And partly because of that increase in
population,and partly by the developmentof the instinct of travel
whichhas followed upon its progress in speedand insafety,people
think less of a journo-y b 'tweenLondon and Boston or New York
than they formerly didof a trip to the north or Edinburgh. Indeed
when it is recollectid that while the British coasting trade was still
dependentupon sailing yes-els,a fortnight's detention inYarmouth
roa'is was not an infrequent concomitant of a sea journey from
London toLeith, the wonder is that anyone ever tried to travel at
all, and certainly a great deal of courage and endurance were re-
quired of the voyagtr.

Varieties of Stealing.

We speak and write of the Briti-h Empire as a Protestant Power
(saysan American Catholic exchange;, and iii.cc the days of Lliz.i-
beth it has been so, indeed ; but we irust not forget that this
world-embracingEaijire upon v\ > o°e dc mil ion-- the tunnever sets.
has at work within ita Uaven of C thohuty whuh incieast s as the
yearsgoby and whoee influence is bound to affect Great Btitain's
imperialdestiny

The present King of Great Britain rule« over a territory
11,043,692 miles in area, ami his name is the symbol of civil
authority to more than 380,000,000 of people

—
something like one-

fourth the estimated present population of the globe. Of this
number millions and millions are heathens and pagans,Buddhists,
Mahommedans, Confucians, Pctrse.es, etc. These far outnumber the
Protestants of this Protestant empiie. But it is the Catholics of
whomwe wish to speak p:utici.laily.

The Catholic subjects of King Edward VII. number, it
is estimated, about 10,300.000 —

p:etty nearly the same
figures as those given by some auth irities as repre-
senting the number uf Catholics in the United States.
These Catholics are d'^iribut-ii throighoit the Buti-h Em-
pire as follows . In the V ited Kingi'om(Lngianj, V\*nl»s Scotland
and Ireland) there are about 5,'J50 000— l.ameiy, in E^lind and
Wales 1,500,000, in Scotland 433OUO, and in Ireland 3,310 ('2B.
British America contains 2,000,000 Catholics and Aufatialia. lud a,
and the other widespread posse-eions of Britain contain the re-
mainder.

The number of Catholic peers inGreatBritain is 11 ;of Catholic
baronets 51; of Catholic lords whoare iot peers, but bear country
titles, 16;of Catholic membtrs e;f the King's Privy Council 9
(including those of lieland 12);of Catholic members of the Houi-e
of Lords 33 ;of Catholic members of the House of Commons 4 (in-
cluding those of Ireland 77).

The ancient hierarchy of England ended with Thomas G< Id-
well,Bishopof St. Aspah'ts. who died in Rome in 1585, soonafter
the death in prisonot Thomas Watson. Bishop of Lincoln. In1598
the Catholics of England were plautd under arch-priests, of whom
there were several, uutil, in 1623, Pope Gregory XV appointed a
Vicar-Apodtolic From that dati: English Catholics were governed,
in spiritualmatters, by Vicars-Apostolic until 1850, when the hier-
archy wasrestored by Pius IX, Many Catholics ye: living cun re-
member the storm of opposition which this step evoked from Pro-
testants not only in England, but throughout the world. Happily
this storm did not la«t long, and Catholics, though they may be
called idolaters by the King-, in his declaration,enjoy in England at
present freedom and peace, and their mcreate hviewed with alarm
only in extreme Protestant quarters.

The hierarchy of Euglaud now consists of one archbishop and
16 bishops ; of Scotland, two archbishops and five bishops. The
number of priests in Great Britain is 3500 (3018 in England and
Wales, and 482 in Scotland). Churchej,cii ipels, and stations in
Great Britain numbor I(J2G— 1572 m England an1 Wales, and35iin
Scotland.

Ir there is one of God's comminnments of which Catholics of ordi-
naryuprightneoß aiid honor areapt to think themselves particu-
larly observant, it is the seventh— Thou sbaltnot steal. Inexam-
ining his conscience pitpara*ory to going to confession, the average
penitent (Rays the Are Maria) probably spends very few minutes
in reflecting upon his possible tranrgresaions of the elementary law
of jupt'Ce,and practically skips that portion of the % table ofems '
which dealu with the various methods in which tho coinmaudment
may be. anil very fv quently i-, violated.

It is quite pce^iole, nevertheless, that his gratitude is prema-
ture, thathis self-conceit io deceiving him somewhat ;and that, as
anundoubted matter of fact, he has been guilty more than once of
actual stealing. He has not, perhaps,committed theftin its tech-
nical sense

— the secret putloimng of: another man's goods contrary
to the lationai will of their owner ;but, technical theft is not the
or.ly wayin which the Seventh Commandment may be broken.
What concerns the penitent is the theological definition of stealing,
and thit is ' The vi.just taking or keeping of the goods of another
again°this will, when he rightly wishes not to be deprived of
them

'
The non-payment of legitimate dtbts is obviously a kind of

stealing, and isunfortunately all too common even among the class
knownas good practical Christians. Not many of these, perhaps,
delude the '^ selves a^ to the degree of sinfuluess involved inrefu-
sing topay their servants, work people, or tradesmen ; but very
many contract debts about the timely payment of which they are
the reverse of scrupulous. Their doctor's bill, for instance,is a
burden that in no way inconveniences them; its liquidationia
cheerfully postponed to an indefinitely remote by-and-by. Their
dues to the Church, their dibts to their pastor, to whose support
they are in strict justice bound to contribute, are allowed toacou-
mulate for months, even years, without perceptibly disturbing the
serenity of their conscience. And as for subscriptions to papers or
magazines—

There is more steaHnj in the world than ig rcoordtd in the
policecourts, or even avowelin the confessional.

[thuraday, July 10, 1902

A Memorable Anniversary.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

Home=Rule Meetings in Australia.

The Irishmen of Australia sre rMermined not ti let the
question of Hume-Hnle for Irelar d >est m abeym cc, a* tl ey feel
that now.as S' nator O'('inutr said i.t a pelminary meeting in
Sydney a. tow Vvrek° ag".

"
it a time wl.m tf c stn in and stress of a

great war leav s the "'"iif,'l-« vi Parliament free to cc LHrier other
affa rp-now i« the lime when we in Aumhil's. v\ h(se voice baa
Iveu heard aid a hewe nd1aH been soniiht ai.d ftItm tht building
upof tho t'ropro "-lioukl !>"> hfi.rrt j.nri Jelt vihet wi>Kfk t«> umovf
Oi c of the pl.gui-spets in the int^rr.j-1 aiin)iiii"trntioij of the
Empire.' As a result of tho prchrMrinry meetingIkId in thepi»rly
p-irfc of la'-t mnitli, n great demonstration was h< Id in the
Town Hall, ->ydrey, on Mon.lr.y night, at which the Mayor,
Alderman Hughes preMi'ed. The brief cable mesf-ape states that
many public men were present, and the object of the gathering
was to take pr e.tioal action towards assisting1 th° Irish Parl'a*
mentary party in the House of Commons. The meeting1 adoptedby
acclamation a resolution of deep sympathy wiih the King,and then
carried lesolutions in f >vor of Hon e Rule for Ireland, condemning
the revival of coercion in that country, and asking Mr. John h.
Redmond, the Nationalist Lendei in Parliament, to send a dele-
gation to Australia. A Hime Rule fund wps started, £050 being
subscribed at the meting1. It in underwood that meetings with
the same object will beheldin other itntreß in New South VN ales.

A Home Rule meeting was ht Id last week in Melbourne at
whichresolutions were pat-Bed strongly condemning1 the policy of
coercion, and urging the <ompulsory sale of land by landlord?.

The time hn» arrived when the Irishmen of Now Zealand and
thefriends of liberty and justice sbu uld unite and make their voices
heard, not ah-i.e in favor of telf-government for Ireland,but in
vigorous protest against the reign ot tyranny which has been
recently inaugurated by the Government at the suggestion of prime

rack-renting landlords.
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Wanted Known.
—

That for acute Bronchitis or Pneumonia
TUSSICURA is an immediate andpermanent recredy.— *^*

The 'Excelpior' plough is 'Champion of the World.' On hill-
side, lea, swamp, tussock, or stubble it is equally at home.

—
Morrow,Bassett andCo., sole agentsin New Zealand.— * f*

QXTTp"RT"T\ A TO[ £? C]C^ LEADING LAND AGENTS,HOTEL BROKERS & FORWARDING AGENTSUI3.JJX\IX^iXAi ou GISBitONE, POVERTY BAY «3" CORRESIONDEtfCE JNyITED.


