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Home=Rule Meetings in Australia.
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Trw irishmen of Au<tralia sre reiermined not t> Jet the
question of Home-Rnle for Trelard rest 1m0 abeyns ce, a« t} ey feel
that now, as Senater Oinner emyd et o prelindnary meeting in
Bydney a tew weols agn, “ 1t a time whon tre +triin and stress of a
great war leav 4 the ¥eplew Puarhiament {ree to courider other
affa re— pow is the time when we in Awerrala, whese voice haa
been heard srd ahose wed Lan Leen scnght and f1lun the boildmg
up of the Frmpire chonld be herrdg wud Jelt wher we rork to 1emove
e of the plaguc-spits in the dnterrel sémini-trotion of the
Empire.! Adqa rernit of the preliminary meeting hald 1n the extiy
puars of last wenth, a8 preat demenstratiem waes hild in the
Town Hall, ~ydrey, on Mondsy night, st which the Mayor,
lderman Iaches presided. The hrief cable message states that
msny public men were present, and the okject of the pathering
wap to take pr ctical action towards assistivg the Irich Parlas
mentary party in the Houwe of Commons, The meetivg adopted by
acclamation a reenlutien of deep sympathy with the Ewng, and then
earried 1esolations in f wvor of Howe Hule for Treland, condemning
the revival of coercion in thut country, and seking Mr, John I,
Hedmond, the Nationstist Teader in Parliament, to rend a dele-
gation to Australia, A Home Rube fund wee started, £650 being
subscribed av the meting, It is understood that meetings with
the same object will be held in ether centres in New South Wales.

A Home Rule meeting was h:ld last week in Melbourne at
which resolutions were pasced strongly condermaning the polivy of
eoercion, and urging the compulsory rale of land by landlords.

The time has srrived when the Irichmen of New Zealund and
the friends of liberty and justice shi uld unite and meke their vowces
heard, net aliie in faver of sellf-gouvernment for Ireland, but in
vigorous protest sgainst the reign ot tyranpy which has been
recently inaugurated by the Government at the rupgestion of vrme
rack-renting landlords.

Catholics in the!British Empire.
——-————-*—’-._—___—___

We speak and write of the Dritish Empire ar a Protestant Power
(eays an American Catholic exchangey and rince {he duyr of Lliza.
beth it has Jeen s0, indeed | but we wust vel forpet that this
world-embrecing Eopire upon wiose domirions the run never sete,
hae at work within it a leaven of © tholiity whu kh iuciesses as the
years go by and whose influence is bownd to affeet Great Beitain's
imperisl cestiny

The present King of Great Britain rules over a tferritory
11,043,642 miles in sres, anl his name ia the symbel of civil
authority to more than 330,000,000 of people—eomething like one-
fourth the estimated prerent population of the globe, Of this
pumber miilions and miilions are heathens and pagane, Buddhists,
Mahommedang, Confucians, Parsces, ete, Thesa far outnumber the
Protestants of this Protcstant empire. But it is the Cathalics of
whom we wish to rpeak pmitictluly.

The Catholic subjects of King Edward VII, number, it

is eslimated, about 10500000 — pietty wnrarly the some
figures as thowe pgiven by ome anthorities  as  repre-
senting  the number of Catholws in the Umited States,

These Catholica are Jd'«iributd  throoghoit the Biti-h Fm.
pire as follows . In the U7 sted Kingdom (Lngiand, Walia Scotland
and Ireland) there are about 3050 000-~namely, 1 Eoplind and
Wales 1,500,000, 1n Seottand 33000, and 1 Ivdand 3310004,
British America contains 2,600,000 Catholies and Austiaha, lud a,
and the other widespread posse-sions of lritein contarn the re-
mainder.

The numher of Catholic peers in Great Britain is 11 ; of Catholic
baronets 51 ; of Catholic lords who are 1ot peers, but biar courtesy
titles, 16; of Catholic members of the King's Privy Council %
(including thoee of Ireland 12); of Cathelic mmembhers of the House
of Lords 33 ; of Catholic mewbers ¢f the House of Commons 4 (in-
cluding those of Treland 77).

The ancient hicrarel:y of England ended with Theomas Gild-
well, Bishop of 8t. Aspak’s, who died 10 Kome in 1333, soon after
the death in prison of Thomas Walson. Bishop of Lancoln, In 1508
the Catholics of Englarnd were placed under arch-priests, of whom
there were several, uutil, in 1623, Pope UGregory XV appointed w
Vicar-Apostolic  From that date English Ustholies were governed,
in spiritual matters, by Visars-Apostolic until 1850, when the hier-
archy was restored by Pins 1X,  Many Catholics ye: living can re-
member the storm of oppovitien which this step evoked frem Pro-
testants not only in Cagland, but throughout the world., Hapmly
thia storm did not last long, aml Calholies, though they way be
ealled idoluters by the Kiuy, in his declaration, enjoy in England at
present freedom and peace, and their increate 14 viewed with alurm
only in extreme Protestant guarters. .

The hierarchy of Kunrluod vow consists of one archbishop and
16 bighops ; of Scotland, two archbizhops ani five bashops, The
pumber of priests in Great Britain is 3500 (3018 in England and
Wales, and 482 in Seotlapd), Churches, cbpels, and stations n
Great Hritain nuwbar 19261572 10 Englaud ant Wales, and 334 in
Scotland,

Wanted Knowpn.—That for scute Drenchitis or Pneoumnnis
TUSSICURA ie an immcdiate and permanent rex edy. —* ¥

The ¢ Excelsior ' plouph is 'Champion of the World” On hill-
pide, Iea, ewamp, tussock, or stubble it is equally at home—
Morrow, Bassett and Co., toie ngents in New Zealand.—~***

A Memorable Anniversary.

e
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SINTY-TWO years on Frifay last—on the 4th of July, 1840—the
little wooden paddle-wbeel preamer Britannia (says the Meibourne
Adrocate) left Liverpwol for Bosten, which she safe'y reached a
fortnight later, She wus the firat steamer thai ever crossed the
Atlanve Ocen, and ghe wag the firet of that great Cunard line
which fur rore than a generation wrs able to make the prond boast
that i¢ had neve v lost a pastenger's life, What manner of boat she
v ad is amu~ingty deweribed by Ulul 8 Dickers in the first chapter
ol kis ‘ Amerean Notra”  He slarted on the 3rd January, 1842, and
he tells his readern: ‘I shall never forget the amazement with
which I cpened the door of the B ate-room on bemrd the Lritannia
packet, 1200 tons burdin—rererved, as I saw by the eard, for Charles
Divlcens and lady.’ He bita off in a very few words the fittings of
thie preposterons box,' as he calis it, *the thin mattress’ on ‘an
inarcessible shelf, acd the door that would not have admitted
their twe portmautesnx even if there had been anywhere to put
thermn whin they were inside, Bteadily and awiftly the Cunard line
crept on, now leading the wey with the best pnd biggest parsenger
thips afloat, now stimulating rival companivs to ont-do ite lalest
aclirvement. but always belding itk own eminent statiom, until
now it almly faces the great Perpont Morgan combination, with
which it will have ne connection whatever, A~ an earneat of the class
of eamupetition to which it will subject that organisation, it has cor-
tracted for the building of two more Atlantic lipcrs, which will be
equipped with turbine epginea of 47,000 and £0,000 horse-power,
and made 2t knots an hour contract time. Aa the epeed of the
Britanuia was 8} knots per hour, as pearly as possible ten Eoglish
wiles, axd Ler engincs only indicated 74 horse-power, the advance
made by ths pisneer company is casily estimated. The Cunard
Steamship Cumpany bas long had notable competitors. The White
btar Line, the Hamburg-American, snd the North German Lloyd's
dispute with ber for pre-eminence 1n size of ships, in the number of
psesengers accommodated, and in the »peed with which passages are
made The traveller wao i3 kept & week on shipboard in the
Atlantic now copsiders bim-elf ill-used ; snd no wonder, since &
few hours over five days bas come to be recognie d as the corecot
thing. The length of the veswrels employed has incriased from the
215 feet of the Britannia to rhe 706 feet of the Kaiser Wilhelm 11,
the tonnage han risen to 18.000 tous, and the number of passengera
accommodatrd from the Y0 carried by the ‘packet’ that took
Charies Dickens and ‘y u~g Lord Mulorave ' —afterwards the Mar-
quis of Normanby—smong them to the 285% which the Celtie of
the White Star ,11 e accomwod st Bnt the gromta of the traffio
i+ not greater after »)1 than the growth of the population it serves.
In 1810 the Unired Kingdom contained about 28 miliions of people,
the United States less, and sll Gerwany not s0 many. Now Ger-
many has 58 millivng, the United States 76 willions, and Great
Brito:n 40 stalt left after rending away vast populations to Amerioa,
Canada, and Australia. Avd partly beeause of that increase in
population, acd parily by the development of tue instinct of travel
which has followed upon its progress in gpeed and in safety, pecple
think less of a journcy b tween London and Buiston or New York
than they formerly did of a trip to the north or Edinburgh, Indeed
when it 18 recollectcd that while the British coasting trade was still
depentent upon sailing ves-els, a fortnight's detention in Yarmmouth
rowis was not an ilufrcguent concomitaut of a eea journey from
Londun to Leith, the wonder is that anyone ever tried to travel at
all, and certainly a great deal of courage and enduran:e were re-
yatred of the voyager,

Varieties of Stealing.
T S —

Ir there is one of God’s commandmenta of which Catholies of ordi-
nary uprightnese and honer are apt to think themssives particu-
larly observant, it is the seveuth— Thou sbalt not steal. In exam.
ining his conseience prepuratory to going to confession, the average
peeitent (says the Are Alaria) probably spends very few minntes
in reflecting upon bis posmble tran~gressions of the elementary law
of justece, and practically skips that portion of the *table of sins’
which deals with the varions methods in which the commandment
may be. sud very fr-quently i-, violazed,

It is quite prs-ible, nevertheicss, that hiy gratitude ia prema-
ture, that hw selt-coneeit is deceivioy bim somewhat ; and that, pe
an unloubted matter of fact. he has been guilty more than once of
actual stealing, Ile has not, perhaps, committed theft in its tech-
nienl sensc—the accret padloining of ancther man’s goods contrary
1o the 1ational will of their awner ; bub techuical theft ia not the
orly way in which the Seventh Cowmmandient may be broken,
VWhat concsrns the peniteut iy the theologieal definition of stealing,
and that i4* The unjust taking or keeping of the goods of another
againet hig will, when he rightly wishes not to be deprived of
them '

The non-payment of legitimate debts is obviously s kind of
stealing, and s unfortunarcly ull too common even among the class
known as good practical Chrivtians. Not many of these, perhaps,
delude the va~lves a3 to the degree of sinfuluesy involved in refu.
sing io pay their servants, work people, or tradesmen ; but very
many coniract debts abouut the timely payment of which they are
the reverse of ecrupulous, Thewr docwor’s bill, fur instance, is a
burden that in no way inconveniences them; its ligunidation is
obeerfully postponed Lo an indefinitely remote by-and-by, Their
dues to the Chureb, their d-bwa fo their pastor, to whoee support
they are in strict justice bound to contribute, are allowed to acou-
mulate for months, even years, without porceptibly disturbing the
serenity of their conscience. And a3 for ssbacriptions to papera or
magrazineg—

There is more stealing im the world than is rcoorded in the
police courta, or even avowe!l in the confessional.
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