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The Irish Question,

-

In the May number of an Enzlish raviaw appaars an aricle
from the pen of Mr T. W, Rus:ell, under the heading ' What are we
to do with Ireland !’

Writing as_an Irish Unionist, * who saw from the beginning
that the Home Rulers were the chief objection to Home Rule, but
who all along recpgnised the mistakes, and even the hopelessness of
Englisk Government in Ireland,’ Mr Ruseell expre-ses unfeigned
regret that Lord Rosebery did not part with Gladstone in 1886
rather thon now, in which case he thinks Gladstone would not have
proceeded upon the lines of an Irish Parliament, but would hava
conciliated Irish opinion by a less heroic messure than the Bill for
the Better Government of Ireland, and the Liberal Party wonld
bave gone forward in its path, and justified its title as a great
ingtrumeat of hu-wan progress, Therefore, fairly enough, he
saddles Lord Rosebary with a share of responsibility for the recent
fortunes of the Liberal Party. However, practical-minded
Unionist as he is, Mr Russell sees no good in crying over spilt
milk,

What is the Actual Situation To-day ?

Mr Russell believes the events of 1886 have resulted in two great
calamities, Up to 1895 the Liberal Unionists preserved much of
their old-time Liberaliem, But with the passing of the Workmen's
Compensation Act and the Irish Local Government Act, they die-
appeared as a political force. The Tories had gone as far as they
would go. Mr Chamberlain had received his thirty pieces of silver,
and the Tories said to him, ‘Thus far shalt thou come ard no fur-
ther.” Then came the South African trouble, and the union with
Toryism was complete, ‘That was the first great calamity that
followed from Mr Gladstone's forward step,” A second, and even a
groater calamity was caused by the utter collapse of the Liberal
party.  The Irish Party, too, did not escape the prevailing
demoralisation, but they have once more pulled themselves
together, For all practical purposss in and out of Parlia-
ment the Liberal Unionist is a Tory—only more eo.
Mr Ruasell states that ¢ if Irish Jandlordism, the drink traffic, and un-
reatricted betting are to form part of the Unionist policy, there ia
part of the country—the province of Ulster—which will not tamely
submit to such a degradation of politics,” The Liberals are broken
and distracted. The Irish, on the contrary, are solid sgain. ‘8o
lang, however,' observes, Mr Russell, * as the Irish Party maintaina
its position, so long will the Irish question command attention, The
calamitous war in South Afries will some day or other come to sn
end, There, under the SBouthern Cross, some kind of a settlement,
dependent, probably, upon 50,000 English bayonets, will be patched
up, But the Irish spectre will remain, New rulea will not lay it
at Westmineter, Coerciva will not destroy it in Ireland. Neither
Mr Balfour's goodwill nor Mr Chamberlain's rpirit will raze the
written trouble from the Celtic brain. It will baffle us at every
step. Eighty, or even fifty, Irish members at Westminster, hating
English government and disloyal to Eaglish institutions, backed by
their own people at home and thronphout the world, wiil to a cer-
tainty cripple every movement 1n Parlisment, and will go far to
paralyse parliamentary institutions.’

The member for South Tyrone instanced the recent outburst
between Mr Dillon and Mr Chamberlain, for which he declares Mr
Chamberlain to have been

Primarily Responnible,

‘This feeling of hate,’ he says, ‘the tension which exis®
between the representatives of thetwo nations, 1x the great and mos
dangerous fuct in the politics of to-day, Can thia feeling be
obliterated or even allayed ! Thia 18 a guestion worth acking, and
which I propose 1o endeavar to answer. Now, first of all, as regards
the National feeling, all parties muat surely recognise by this time
that it cannot be stamped out. Huving outiived perrecution and
the sword, it is not to be wiped out by any parliamentary methads,
‘Why ehould anyone seck to destroy it ? Why should it not be used
for the highest and ncblest of purposes? 1f he were vested with
reaponsibilities and charged with the duty of dealing wuh Iri-h
affairs, Mr Russell outlined the course he would take: 'I should
frankly and openly confer with the leaders of the Irish people I
should tell them. what indeed they already know, that in the pre.
senit, temper of the Dritish public their demand for an Irsh Ligis-
lature, be it & just or an unjust demand, was impossible of realisa-
tion. [ ehounld ask thew, not indesd to relinguish it, because that
would be to inauit them, to set aside for the tune being, and with-
out prejudice, in order that they might co-operate in wecuring great
and clamant reforms for the Irish people. Tu spite of the prejudice
againat programmes, I should say to thz Irish leaders : ‘ Here are
questiona which everyone agrees must sconer or later be taken up
and dealt with—(a) the land, (b) higher education, (¢) Dublin Castle,
(d) private bill procedure, (¢) licensing reform, and the government
of Ireland, with dne regard to the ideay and wishes of the Irish
people.’ 1 should promise frank and hearty ci-operation in secur-
ing these ends, When these great reforms bad been achieved it
wounld be time enough to raise afresh the National 1saue, My con-
tention would be that with these reforms eccomplished the dvmand
for Home Rule would have lost mueh, 1f not vhe whole, of its
force. The argument from neglect and grievance would be wholly
gone, Butin uny case Hume Rule would then hive lost almost all
its terrors, and the quesrion would be dealt with on its merits,
There would have been called into existence scmething like

A Hovogenecus P.ople,

The member for South Tyrone would sulve the educaticn quest’on
by the endowment of o coliege under Catuciic contral  ln the re
form of Dublin Castle he would aboh-b the office of il.rrd Lica-
tenant, aod bave a member of the Noyul Fumily resident in Ire
land instead, with au Liish Secretary of Stale, having 4 Stab 1 tus

Cabinet, as supreme governor of the country ; and he would clear
the public offices of the ascendsncy faction, He wonld relegate
Irish TPrivate Billa ta Dublin, and establish & new licenwing
anthority to conmtrol the drink trafic. He ad?s that a
hanéful of broken and bankrupt landlords shoald mnot be
sllowed to stand in the way ot England's reconeiliation with
Ireland, As to the reception by the Irish Party of his prao-
gramme Mr Russell is oonfi dent  ‘ There cannot,' be rayd, ‘be a
doubt they they would loyally co-operate with any party in Parlia-
ment to achieve these and similar results. The settioment need not
be & party settlement. The whaele guestion, in my opinion, is one
for frank conference and discussion, 1t may be ignored to the defi-
nite loss of Ireland and the still greater detriment of England.
But although English statesmen may choose to blunder on, Irelan i
and the Irish people will remain tree to their country and their
country'a needs’ He defines his own position with clear words. He
is & Liberal, ag in 1886, minus Home Rule. He iz a convinced
Unionist minus the evil that shelters behind the flag of the Uniun,
The conclusion of his very eloguent commentary on current polition
reads thus :—* Bo far as the House of Communs is concerned I must
plough my own furrow. But it is not s lovely ane Light s
breaking in the North of Ireland. The hard, dry earth is oracking
and breaking up even there, A new spiritis abroad. Men are
everywhere beginning to realise tbat Irish landlordism has used
them for its own purposes, ‘The revolt is in progresa, and wa shall
see, I am persuaded, in the not distant future a genuinely United
Ireland for pane and sober ubjects, A man can well afford to face
hatred, scoffing, and abuse, to live dewn calumny and migrepresen-
sation for such a consummation.’

Diocesan News

ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON,

(From our own correspondent.)

June 28,
The Ven, Archdeacon Devoy i at present in the Hawke's Bay
district He will be absent about a fortnight.

The Wairarapa Mounted Rifles, a Nativa corps, attended the
services held at St, Patrick's Church, Masterton, on Thureday last,

Mre Grace sent a donation of twoguiness towards procuring
some extras on Thursday last for the patients of Mother Aubert’s
Home for Incurables.

The weekly meeting of the Literary and Debating Society of
the Marist Brochers' Old Boye’ Asscciauon was held as usual on
Monday evening last. The programme consisted of recitations,

The Professcrs of St. Patrick’s College have left for their holi-
days. Rev. Father Moloney has gone South and Rev. Fathers
Taylor and Tymons to Wairoa and Palmerston North respectively,

The sum of £180 was realised by the social held recently in aid
of the Sisters of Compassion,

The entertainment of the Cathaolic children took place at their
respective schouls on Thursday. The Marist Lrothers and the
Sirters took charge of the proceedings. The priests of the different
parish: 8 visited the schools during the time they were entertained
and were thoroughly satisfied that the children had spent n moat
enjoyable time. The children of St Joseph's Orphanaye wers
entertiined at & sumptuous tea by Mre T. . MoCarthy. Three
hearty cheers for their host were given by the chuldren at the ooge
clusion of the procesdings.

Muuses were cvelebrated at the churches on Thursday for the
8peedy recovery of the King. At the Churck of the Sacred Heart
Rev. Father Comello was the celebrant. His Grace the Archbighop
and the re~ideat priests were prerent in the sanetnary. Among the
congregation were Bir Joseph and Lady Ward avnd the Hen, Dy,
and Mrs Grave. In addressing the congrepation the Very Rev,
Father Lewis expreesed the sorrow all felt on hearing of the King's
illness and asked the congregation to pray for his Majesty's reco-
vary., At 8t, Mary of ths Aogels’ Mass was celebrated by Rev,
Father Galerne,

NAPIER.

(From an ocoasional corrcepondent.)

June 24th,
After last Mass on Sunday o gencral meeling of the parishioners

wa3 held, Rev, Father Goggun, 3 M., presided. The rev, chair-
man tad before the congregation the fguirements of the Spit end
of the parish, and also the necessity of painting St. Patrick's
Church, He stated that a site had been purchased for a chureh at
the Bpit. The cost of the land was £123, and in less than & week
the parishiouers collectel that sum, and had £50 besides towards
the church fund. The statement was grested with applause, and
the whole congregition unanumonsly sgreed to try and have both
works completed befors the return of their beloved pantur, Dean
Grogan, This they thiuk will be the mousp fitting testimonial that
they conld present him with, A strong and eunergetic commibtes
was formed  Cullectors ars to be appointet. and everything augurs
towsards & near commencement of the works

Thu ludies of the parish gave an agrecable surprise to the Rav,
W. D. Goggun, 8.M., on thoe eve of the feast of his patron, St,
Willlam. They invit d him to an ‘at home, After the assembly
had puriaken of the many good things brs, B, Brophy, president of
the bt, Viuceat de Panl doctety, wisned the rev. gentieman s happy
feast and enid many kind things of his priestly zeal whilag
amongat Lhem.  Miss Flannery then mode a presentation of a
handeone rug,  The Rev. Father szitably and feelingly rephied,
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