
London has been enlivened of late
(writes a correspondent of the Mel-
bourne ' Advocate ') by the raids
upon the musical pirates. Perhaps
you do not know what a musical
pirate is. Idon't think there are
any in Australia. A musical pirate
is a man who stands on the kerb-
stone and sells to passers-by for two-pence the words and music of a
popular song, for which you would
ha\o to pay two shillings m a shop.
At first sight it Would seem that he
is lather a. public benefactor than a
pw.uU", but that is not so He de-
fiauds the author, the composer, the
publisher, and the- retail music-seller
of many thousands of pounds e\ery
>ear It may puzzle \on to undei-
stand how he can sell at a profit for
twopence in the street what costs
two shillings m a shop But the ex-
planation is easy. You see. the
music-sellinn business is a huge lot-
toy Nobody can tell, not e\en the
most expert musician, that ever
lived what song is goim> to catch
the public taste. Sometimes the
most idiotic things, such as 'Ta-ra-
ra-boom-de-ay,' catch on, while mi-
per.ioi songs fall flat A song may
be a failure at first, and afterwards
a world-wide success. Such was the
experience of 'The soldiers of the
Queen,' which was written and com-
posed by a young Irishman named
Barrett while he was organist of a
Birmingham Catholic Church. Ho
has now changed his name to Leslie
Stuart, is established in London,
and is- rolling in wealth dciived from
his songs and his successful operas—
'Florodorn. ' and

'
The Silver Slip-

per.'
The well-known song, 'Queen of my

heart,' did not make any impression
whatever when it was first sung
hero 'in the Ciaiety Theatre ; but
when it was transferred to the
Prince of Wales' Theatre, and intro-
duced into the opera of

'Dorothy,'
it made a tremendous hit, and be-
came the success of the season. When
«a song does catch on, the rush for it
is enerinous Such universal favor-
ites as 'The Holy City,' '

The Star
of Bethlehem,' etc , are veritable
gold mines to all concerned in their
production The net result is that,
out of every hundred songs that are
printed and published, 89 or 99 aio
commercial failures The one that
doea succeed has to pay for the
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losses on all the others. That is
why the music-publisher charges the
public two shillings for what)
actually costs him in production less
than twopence Now you see
where the pirate conies in. He doea
not touch any of the failures, but the
moment a song becomes a great suc-cess he pounces upon it and does a
roaring trade as long as its popu-
larity lasts. There are thousands of
these pirates in London and all the
largo provincial cities. The present
raids upon them aic the result of the
phenomenal success of a melodious
ditty, 'The honeysuckle and the bee.'
It has been all the rage here for
some time, and doubtless is now be-
ing warbled all o\qv Melbourne and
Sydney.

A Bill for the suppression of these
pirates is now passing through Par-
liament, and, if not crowded out by
the congestion of Government busi-
ness, may become law before the end
of the session. The author, the coon-
poser, and the publisher of a success*,
ful song ha\c certainly the same
right to protection from piracy that
novelists, painters, and sculptors,*
now enjoy

Lettuce as a Medicine.

Various medical properties have
been ascribed to lettuce, and it has
especially been recommended as a
good soponJic, inducing pleasant
sleep after eating it at night. There
has been some doubt in the medical
world as to the value of lettuce for
iinv medirmal purport; ami Ihome-
dicinal preparations from the plant!
were finally dropped m Knghuid aml
the United States. But recent in-
vestigations and experiments show,
says Dr. Atkinson, that the narcotic
constituents of the plants are very
noticeable and of value. It is now
established by the proper authorities
that there is present hyoscyamine,
the principal alkaloid of belladonna
and henbane, not only in the cab-
bage and cos, varieties of the com-
mon lettuce, but also in the wild
lettuce. The amount in young plants
is not -very great, but in the green
extract the alkaloid occurs, to the
extent of over two per cent. The
value of both the wild and culti-
vated lettuce for medicinal purposes
has consequently increased in the
minds of niuny. The soporific value
is not in the meantime lessened by
this discovery. The plants were
used years ago by many people for
inducing sleep, and science has
simply proved that there was some
truth in their belief by tracing the
sopomfic properties to their source.

Musical Pirates.

which is strongly recommended by
the Hierarchy of the United States,
is sure to result in many advantages)
for the Church. The well-known mis-
sionary zeal of the Paulist Fathers
may be taken as an assurance that
it will be effectively carried out.

GENERAL.
A Refutation.

A non-Catholic clergyman in New
York having in the couibe of a sei-
inon made the statement that
'wherever theshadow of the Papacy
had fallen, human liberty hadwithered,' was taken to task in the
columns of the Brooklyn 'Citizen '
by the Rev. W. F. McGinnis, D.D.
Inthe course of a splendid refutation
Dr. McGrinnis asked for some evidence
of the palsying power of the Church
on the reason of such men as Bos-
suet, Sir Thomas More, Montalem-
bert, Lacordaire, Chateaubriand,
Newman, Manning, Brownson, Pas-
teur, Roentgen, and De Rossi

—
to

name but a few ; and of the padlock
on the consciences of St. Philip Nen,
St. Francis Xavier, St. Francis de
Sales, St Paul of the Cross, St. Vin-
cent de Paul, Dom Bosco, and Father
Pamien. He showed the moral super-
iority of Catholic countries by Pro-
testant testimony in comparing, for
example, England, where upwards of60,000 people die annually from the
effects of alcoholism, with Spain,
where drunkenness is unknown ; ofSweden, the lowest in the scale of
purity among civilised nations, withIreland, the most chaste ;or, Eng-
land again, with one criminal in 190
of her population, and Scotland a
little worse, with Belgium, having
one criminal to every 1700 of her
people, and Spain but one in 1000.
Dr. McGinnis might have made some
still more striking comparisons on
facts nearer horne—

as between Amer-
ican Catholics and American Protes-
tants in the matter of divorce and
other crimes against marriage and
family j or socialism and anarchy,
and resultant crimes against the
state.
Decline of Materialism.

M. Ferdinand Brunetieive, the
French Academician, has been say-
ing in Florence that Materialism is
no longer fashionable, that in\etc-
rate unbelievers aie turning towards
Christianity convinced of an en\iron-
ment of mystery that science has
been unable to penetrate, and that
the Catholic Church has been making
so much progress, especially m
America, that New York is now the
next gneat Catholic city aftei I\u is
and Vienna.
The St.Pierre Catastrophe.

A cablegram received in Paris
states that in Fathers of the Order
of the- Holy Cho^t, 11 secular
priests, 33 Sistcis of St Joseph of
(Jluny, and 28 Sisters of St Paul
of Chartres, disappeared m the catas-
trophe at St. Pierre.
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If you are suffering from Bron-
chitis, send to your chemist for
TUSSICURA. You will receive in-
stant relief.***

For absolute strength, extreme
simplicity, freedom from weak or
undesirable points, and abundance of
excellent working features through-
out, Excelsior Ploughs are un-
rivalled. They will do perfectly the
work that can be expected of any
plough, and are guaranteed to give
satisfaction in any soils where a
plough can work at all, no matter
how tough and difficult the work.
They have extra length of land
beam, specially made mould boards,
and steering gear of the most com-
plete and approved kind. Revolving
swivel steel circular coulters. Double
furrow £11 10s ;three furrows, £16
10s.— Morrow, Bassett, and Co., sole
agents in New Zealand for Cock-
shutt farm implements.

— ***

Morrow. Bassett and Co. have been
appointed solo agents in New Zea-
land for the Cochshutt Plough Com-
pany's famous

'
Excelsior

'
.arm im-

plements. Champions all over the
globe. Send for catalogue.— **♥

You can make no mistake in buy-
ing an '

ELcelsior
'

plough. Price :
double furrow, £11 10s ; three fur-
row, £16 103. Any trial given.
Morrow, Bassett and Co sole agents
in New Zealand.

— ***

rj.RI1)IU 0 N HOTKLVX Piaxcfs Street South,
DUNEDIN,

CHARLES NIEPER ... Proprietor.
This popularand centrally-situatedHotel

has been renovated from floor to ceiling and
refurnished throughout with thenewestand
most up-to-date furniture. Tourist?, tra-vellers, arid boarders will find all the com-
forts of a home. Suites of r^oma for
families Charges strictly moderate.

A SpecialFeature— ls LUNCHEON from
12 to 2 o'clock.

Hot.Cold,and Shower Fath<<. The very
be*t of Wines Ales and Spirits supplied.

A Nijjht Porter in attendance.
CHARLES NIEPPR. Proprietor.

Accommodation for over 100 guests.

FOR SALE— The Campbell Gas, Oil, and
Steam Entitle*, Boilers, Pumps

HydrauiieMachinery. Jack" Pulleys,Blocks
etc.

FOR SALE— Centiifujrnl, also Duplex
Pumps; on wafer ."/OOgal to 4000gal

dumps.

QUOTATIONS {riven and Indents
executed for all classes of Tangye'a

and other Machinery.
R.B.DENNISTON & CO ,

Stuart ptreet.

NOTICE TO HOUSEHOLDERS.
tiie

Y^TESTPORT COAL CO., LTD.
He eby Notify IloufeWders and Others

that they are now keeping1in
stock a large quantity

of
UNSCREENED COALBROOKDALB

COAL,
Which con be obtained fromall

Coal Merchants at
35/ PER TON DELIVERED.

This Coal can be highly recommenden tothose delirious of obtaiLin^ a gcod household coal at a low rate.


