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on the Ohristian Constitution of States, on Socialism, on the Labor
Question, on the Duties of Ohristian Citizens, and on other kindred
gubjects, But the ardent desire of Qur soul has not been merely to
illuminate minds, We have wished also to influence and to purify
hearts ; for we directed all Our efforts to the revival of Christian
virtues amidst the nations. Therefors, We continue to lavish
enconragement and counsels with the view to raise sounls towards
the goods that do not perish, to enable them to subordinate the hody
to g:te soul, their earthly pilgrimage to the heavenly life, and man
to God,
Throngh the Bleesing of the Saviour,

Our word has contributed to strengthen the convictions of a large
number of men, to enlighten them moreover in the midat of the
difficulties of actual questions, to stimulate their zeal, and to pro-
mote good works of the most varied character, It ia especially for
the good of the poorer classes that these works have arisen, and
continwe to arise still in every ocuntry ; because that Chris-
tian charity bhas been revived which has always found its
favorite field of action in the midst of the pecple. If the harvest
has not been more sbundant, venerable brethren, let us adore God
in the mysterions justice of His dispensatione, and, at the same
time, beseech Him to have pity on ihe blindness of so many souls,
to whom, unhappily, the terrible worde of the apostle may be
applied : ‘ The God of this world hath blinded the minds of un-
believers, that the light of the Gospel of the glory of Carist should
not shine unto them* (II, Cor, iv, 4),

The more scope the Catholic Church gives to her zsal for the
moral and material welfare of the people, the more do the children
of darkness rise up in their hatred againat her and employ every
weapon to tarnish her divine beauty, and to paralyse the efforts she
is making to revive and restore, What fallacies and calumnpies do
they not propagate! Obpe of their most perfidious artifices lies in
inceasantly repeating to the ignorant masses, and to jealous govern-
ments, that the Church is opposed to the progress of seience, that
she is the enemy of liberty, that she is an usurper of the righta of the
Btate, and that politiza is & field that she encroaches upon for every
purpose. Foolish accusations a thousand times repeated, that have
been a thousand times refuted by sound reason, history, and by all
whose minds are honest and friendly to truth !

Is the Church hostile to science and to eduoation ! TUndoubt-
edly she is the vigilant guardian of revealed dogmsa ; but it is this
very vigilance that inclines her to protect science and to favor the
healthy caltivation of the mind! Nol in opening his intelligence
to the revelations of the Word, the Suprewe Truth from Whom all
truths originally emanate, man will never, in any way, compromiee
his rational requirements, On the contrary, the lights which will
come to it from the divine world, will alwaye give mare power and
cleazness to the human mind, becanse they will preserve it in the
moat important questions from agonising uncertainties and from a
thousand errors. for the rest, nineteen centuries of glory achieved
by Catholieism in all branches of knowledge amply snffice to refute
this calamny, To the Catholic Chureh the oredit must redonnd of
baving propagated and defended Christian knouwledge, without
which the world would still be lying in the night of Pagan super-
stitions and in & wretched state of barbarism., To her belongs the
credit of having preserved and transmitted to the genarations the
precious treasures of literature and of encient learning : hers is the
credit of having openel the first schools for the people, and of
having created nniversities still existing, whose fame is perpetuated
to our days. Hets, in fine, is the credit of having inBpired the
highest, purest, most glorious literature, at the same time that she
fastered under her protecting wings artists of the most sublime

enius.
§ The Church the enemy of liberty ! Ah1 what a travesty they
make of the idea of liberty, thai most precious gift of God, when
they employ ita name to justify abuse and excesa !

What aro We to Understand by Liberiy?

Ia it exemption from every law, freedom from all restraint, and as
& congequence, the right to take whim and inclination ae our guide
in all our actions ? Thin liberty the Church repudiates for s ocer.
tainty, and all upright hearte repudiate it with her, But if by
liberty ia meant the rational faculty of doing good, freely and
without resbraint, in accordance with the rules laid down by eternal
justice, then from no source does this, the only liberty worthy of
man and of mse to society, receive encouragement and protection
more then from the Church. It ia the Church,in truth, through
her teaching and efficient action that has freed mankind from the
yoke of slavery, in preaching through the world the great law of
equality and human brotherhood, .

In all the centuriea she has assumed to herself the defence of
the weak and oppressed apainst the insolent tyranny of the strong ;
she haas vindicated the freedom of Christian conscience by the blood
of her martyrs poured forth in stresms; she has resiored to in-
fancy and woemanhood the dignity and prerogatives of thair noble
nature, by making them in the name of right itself participators in
respect snd justice, and she has largely assisted in the introduction
and maintenance of civil apd political freedom in the heart of
nations.

The Church an nsurper of the rights of the State, an encroacher
in the domain of politica? The Church well knows and teaches
that her Divine Founder has commanded to render to Cmsar tha
things that are Cemsar's, and to God the things thst are God's, and
that He has thus eanctioned as an immutable principle the per-
petual distinetion of the two powers, each supreme in its own
ephere—a frunful principle which has largely contributed to the
development of Christian civilisation, A stranger, therefore, to all
thought of envious hostility, the Church, in her spirit of charity,
aims only at working in parallel lines with the public authority ;
aoting undoubtedly on the eame subject, man, and on the same
gooiety, but in the manner and according to the lofty design which
her Diving mission pointa out to her. Would to God that her
action was received without distruet and suspicion | for the count-

less benefits of which We have spoken already wounld then be mul-
tiplied. To accuse the Church of ambitious aimg is merely to
repeat & very old calumny; a calumny, too, which her powerful
enemie: have more than once employed to disguise their own
tyranny. Iar from being an oppressor, the Church, as history,
when studied without prejudice, clearly teaches, has been on the
oontrary, like her Divine Fonuder, mosat often the vietim of oppres-
sion and injustice. Her power resided not in the force of arms, bat
in the power of thought and of truth,

Assurediy, then, it is with perverse intentions that such acen-
sations are hurled against the Chursh, In furtherance of these
pernicions and dishonest efforts, there is more prominent than all
others one secret seot which society kas borne in its womh for many
years, and which, like n fatal germ, poisons its weil-being, ita fer-
tility, and its life. The abiding personification of revolution, this
sect constitutes a kind of reactionary society, whose object is to
exercise an ocoult muzerainty over externsl society ; the scle pur-
poee of its existence is

To Wage War Against God and His Church,

Thers is no need to name it, for in these lines everybody recognises
Freemasonry. In Our Encyclical ‘Humanum Genas’ of the 20th
April, 1884, we have already spoken of thia sect. We thers denounce
its pernicious tendencies, its erronecus teachings, and its nefarious
work., Eunveloping in its immense net almost all nations, binding
itself to other sects, which it moves as puppets by ita hidden
springs of action, drawing its members to it st firat and then
retaining them by the allurement of .the advantages whick it pro-
cures for them, making governments pliable to its designs, some-
times by its promises, sometimes by its threats, this sect has begun
to infiltrate all classes of pociety, It forms, as it were, nn invisible
snd irresponsible state in the State proper, Full of the spirit of
Batan, who, aceording to the Apostle, knows how to transform him-
gelf at need into an angel of lipht (IL Cor, xi. 11), it puts in the
foreground a humanitarian project ; but it sacrifices everything to
its sectarian purposes ; it protests that it has no political aims, but
it exercises in reality the most profound infuence on the legiala-
tive and administrative life of states; and whilst it professes in
words respect for authority and even for religion, its supreme aim
and object (a8 its own afatntes testify) is the extermination of
sovereignty and of the priesthood. in which it sees the enemies of
liberty.

Now, it i4 becoming daily more manifest that it is to the in-
epiration and to the artifices of this sect that the continual
annoyances by which the Charch is haraseed, ns well ag the recant
renewal of attacks upen her, must, in grest part, be attributed ;
for the simultaneonsness of the assaults in the persecution which
has suddenly come upon her in these latter times, like a tempest in
o clear sky-—-that is to say, withont cause proportioned te the effect
—the uniformity of the mears employed to bring about this perse-
cution, the campaign in the Press, public meetings, theatrioal pro.
dnctions, the employment in every country of the same weapons,
calumnies, and popular passions—all these cleatly indicate the
identity of design and the word of order issned from one and the
eame centre of direction. Yet it is but a single epieode in the
plan determined on beforehand, which is bronght into play in a
theatre that grows wider and wider in order to multiply the
ruine that we have before enumerated. Thus it is its gpecial de-
sire firsti to restriet, then to completely exclude, religious instruo-
tion, and thus to make the generations unbelievers or indifferent ;
to combat through the daily Press the moral teaching of the
Church ; in fine to ridicrle its practices and to profane its sacred
feativals,

Henee there is nothing more natural than that

The Catholic Prissthood,

whose miwion precisely it is to preach religion and to administer
its Sacraments, should be attacked with particular fury. By mak-
ing 1t the object of attack the eect wishes to lessen its influantial
character and its authority in the eyes of the people, Already,
with hourly-inereasing boldness, with radacity proportioned to its
agsured impunity, this sect malignantly interprets all the actions
of the olergy, urges the people to enspect them on the slightesat
pretence, and overwhelme them with the vilest accusations, Thus
new injuries are added to those from which the clergy auffer
already, They are harassed now by the tribute they must pay
through military service—that great impediment to the training
for the priesthood-—and again by the confiscation of the ecclesiag-
ticsl patrimony which the faithful, in their picus generosity, had
freely established,

The religious Orders and religicus Congregations, whom the
practice of the evangelical counsels had made the glory of society
a8 well ag of religion, have, thereby only earned for themselves mora
blame from the enemies of the Church, who have denonnced them
with implacable hostility, and invoked upon them the contempt
and hatred of the world, It is for us a grievous esorrow to be
obiiged to recall the odious (and undeserved) measures, loudly con-
demned as they are by all upright hearts, of which, guite recently,
roligious have again been the victims, Nothing could rave them,
neither the integrity of their lives, in which even their enemies
could find no grounds for attack, ner ihe natural right which
authorises association entered into for an wpripht end, nor the con~
stitutional right which loudly proclaims their liberty, nor the favor
of the people, who are filled with gratitude for the preciocus servicea
rendered by them to the arts, to the sciences and to agriculture,
and for their charity which overflowed upon the most popuivus and
the poorest classes of suciety. And it is \bus that men and women,
the offapring of the people, who had, of their own accord, renounced
the joys of fumily life to consecinte in pewceful associntiona their
youth, their talents, their powers, their life iwself to the good of all,
have been treated as evildoers, as if they had formed crirninal com-
binations, and have been shut ont frem common justice and pro-
soribed—at a time too when liberty is the watchword in the mouth
of everyhody !
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