
on theChristianConstitutionof States, onSocialism, on the Laborquestion,on theDuties of Christian Citizens,and onother kindredsubjects. But the ardentdesire of Our soul haß not been merely toilluminate minds. Wehave wished also to influenoeand to purifyhearts; for we directed all Our efforts to the revival of Christian
virtues amidst the nations. Therefore, We continue to lavish
encouragement and counsels with the view to raise souls towardsthe goods that donot perish, to enable them tosubordinate the bodytothe soul, their earthly pilgrimage to the heavenly life,andmantoGod.

Through the Blessing of the Saviour,
Our wordhas contributed to strengthen the convictions of a largenumber of men, to enlighten them moreover in the midst of thedifficultiesof actual questions, to stimulate their zeal,and to pro-motegood works of the most varied character, Itis especially forthegood of the poorer classes that these works havearisen, andcontinue to arise still in every oountry; because that Chris-tian charity has been revived which has always found itsfavorite field of action in the midst of the people. If theharvesthas not been more abundant, venerable brethren,let us adore Godin the mysterious justice of His dispensations,and, at the sametime, beseech Him to have pity on the blindnessof so manyboulp,to whom, unhappily, the terrible words of the apostle may beapplied:'The God of this worldhathblinded the minds of un-believers, that the light of theGospel of the glory of Christshould
not shine unto them

'
(11. Cor. iv.4).

The morescope theCatholic Church gives to her zeal for themoralandmaterial welfare of the people, themore do the childrenof darkness rise up in their hatred against her andemploy every
weapon to tarnish her divinebeauty, and to paralyse the efforts sheis making to revive and restore. What fallacies and calumniesdothey not propagate 1 One of their most perfidious artifices lies in
incessantly repeating to the ignorant masses, and to jealous govern-ments, that the Churoh is opposed to theprogress of science, that
she is the enemy of liberty,that she is an usurper of therights of theState, and that politics is a field that eheencroaches upon for every
purpose. Foolish accusations a thousand times repeated, thathavebeena thousand times refuted by sound reason,history,and by allwhose minds are honest and friendly to truth!

Is the Church hostile to scienceand to education ? Undoubt-edly she is the vigilant guardian of revealed dogma ;but it is thisveryvigilance that inclinesher to protect science and to favor thehealthy cultivation of the mind ! No!in opening his intelligence
to therevelations of the Word, the Supreme Truth from Whom all
truths originally emanate,man will never, in any way,compromisehis rationalrequirements. On the contrary, the lights which will
come to it from the divine world,will always givemore power and
clearness to the human mind, because they will preserve it in the
most importantquestions fromagonising uncertainties and fromathousanderrors. For the rest,nineteen centuries of glory achievedby Catholicism in allbranchesof knowledge amplyBuffice to refutethis calumny. To theCatholicChurch the credit must redoundofhaving propagated and defended Christian knowledge, withoutwhich the world would still be lying in thenight of pagan super-
stitions and in a wretohed stateof barbarism. To her belongs the
credit of havingpreservedand transmitted to the generations the
precious treasures of literature andof ancient learning:hers is the
credit of having openel the first schools for the people,and of
having created universities still existing, whose fame is perpetuated
to our days. Heis, in fine, is the credit of having inspired thehighest, purest,most glorious literature, at the same time that shefostered under her protecting wings artists of the most sublimegenius.

The Church the enemy of liberty1 Ah! what a travesty they
make of the idea of liberty, that most precious gift of God, when
they employ its name to justifyabuse andexcess1

What are We to Understand by Liberty ?
Is it exemption from every law, freedom from all restraint,and a*
a consequence, the right to take whim and inclinationas our guide
in all our actions 1 This liberty theChurch repudiates for a cer-tainty, and all upright hearte repudiate it with her. But if byliberty ia meant the rational faculty of doing good, freely andwithout restraint,inaccordance with the rules laid down by eternaljustice, then from no source does this, the only liberty worthy of
man and of use to society, receive encouragement and protection
more than from the Church. It is the Church, in truth, throughher teaching and efficient action that has freed mankind from theyoke of slavery, in preaching through the world the great law ofequality andhuman brotherhood.

Inall the centuries she has assumed toherself the defence ofthe weak andoppressedagainst the insolent tyrannyof the strong;
she has vindicated the freedom of Christianconscience by thebloodof her martyrs poured forth in streams ; she has restored to in-fancy and womanhood the dignity and prerogatives of their noblenature, by making themin thename of right itself participatorsin
respect *nd justice, and she has largely assisted in the introductionand maintenance of civil and political freedom in the heart ofnations.

The Churchan usurper of the rights of the State, anencroacherin the domain of politics ? The Church well knows and teachesthat her Divine Founder has commanded to render to Ccesar the
things that are Cassar's, and to God the things that are God's, and
that Ha has thus sanctioned aa an immutable principle the per-petual distinction of the two powers, each supreme in its own
sphere— a fruitful principle which has largely contributed to the
development of Christian civilisation. A stranger, therefore, to all
thought of envious hostility, the Church, in her spirit of charity,aims only at workingin parallel lineß with the public authority;acting undoubtedly on the same subject, man,and on the sameeooiety,but in the manner and according to the lofty design whichher Divine mission points out to her. Would to God that her
actionwas received without distrust and suspicion!for the count-

less benefits of which We havespokenalready would then bemul-tiplied. To accuse the Church of ambitious aims is merely torepeat a very old calumny ; a calumny, too, whiohher powerful
enemies have more than once employed to disguise their owntyranny. Far from beinpr an oppressor, the Church, as history,when btudied without prejudice, clearly teaohes, has been on thecontrary, likeher Divine Founder, most often the victim of oppres-
Bion and injustice. Her power residednot in theforce of arms,but
in the power of thought andof truth.

Assuredly, then, it is with perverse intentions thatBuch accu-Bations are hurled against the Church. In furtherance of thesepernicious and dishonest efforts, there is more prominent than allothers one secretBeet whichsociety has bornein its womb for manyyears,and which, like a fatal germ, poisonsits well-being, its fer-tility,and its life. The abiding personificationof revolution, thinsect constitutes a kind of reactionary society, whose object is to
exercise an occult suzerainty over external society; the sole par-pose of its existenceis

To Wage War Against God and His Churoh.
There is no need tonameit, for in these lines everybody recognisesFreemasonry. In Our Encyclical 'HumanumGenuß 'of the 20thApril, 1884, wehavealreadyspokenof this sect. We there denounoeit9pernicious tendencies, itserroneous teachings, and its nefariouswork Enveloping in its immense net almost all nations,bindingitself to other sects, which it moves as puppets by its hidden
springs of action, drawing its members to it at first and thenretaining themby the allurementof .the advantages which it pro-cures for them, making governments pliable to its designs, some-times by its promises, sometimesby its threats, this sect has begunto infiltrate all classes of society. It forms, asit were,an invisibleand irresponsible state in the State proper. Full of the spirit ofBatan, who, according to the Apostle,knows how to transform him-self at need into an angelof light (11.Cor.xi.14), itputs in theforeground ahumanitarianproject;butit sacrifices everything toits sectarian purposes;it protests that ithasno political aims, butit exercises m reality the most profound influence on the legisla-tive and administrative life of states;and whilst itprofesses inwords respect for authority andeven for religion, its supreme aimand object (as its ownstatutes testify) is the extermination ofsovereignty and of the priesthood, in which it sees the enemies ofliberty.

Now,itis becoming daily more manifest that it is to the in-Bpiration and to the artifices of this sect that the continualannoyancesby which the Church is harassed, as well as the recentrenewal of attacks upon her, must, in great part, be attributed;for the simultaneousness of the assaults in the persecution whichhas suddenly come uponher in these latter times, like a tempestina clear Bky— that is to say, withoutcause proportioned to the effect—the uniformity of the means employed tobring about this perse-cution, the campaign in the Press, public meetings, theatrioalpro-dnctions, the employment in everycountry of the same weaponscalumnies, and popular passions— all these clearly indicate theidentity of design and the word of order issued from oneand the
same centre of direction. Yet it is but a single episode in theplan determined on beforehand, which is brought into play in atheatre that grows wider and wider in order to multiply theruins that we have before enumerated. Thus it is its special de-
sire first to restrict, then to completely exclude, religious instruc-tion, and thus to make the generations unbelievers or indifferent"
to combat through the daily Press the moral teaching of theChurch;in fine to ridicule its practices and to profane its sacredfestivals.

Hence there is nothingmorenatural than that
The Catholic Priesthood,

whose mwsion precisely it is to preach religion and toadministerits Sacraments, shouldbe attacked with particular fury. By mak-ing it the object of attack the sect wishes to lessen its influentialcharacter and its authority in the eyes of the people. Alreadywith hourly-increasing boldness, with audacity proportioned to itsassured impunity, thi3 sect malignantly interprets all the actionsof the clergy, urges the people to buspect them on theslightest
pretence,and overwhelms them with the vilest accusations. Thus
new injuries are added to those from which the clergy sufferalready. They are harassed now by the tribute they must paythrough military service— that great impediment to the trainingfor the priesthood— and again by the confiscation of the ecclesias-tical patrimony which the faithful, in their pious generosity, hadfreely established.

'
The religious Orders and religious Congregations, whom thepractice of the evangelical counsels had made the glory of societyas well as of religion,have, therebyonly earned for themselvesmoreblame from the enemies of the Church, who havedenounced themwith implacable hostility, and invoked upon them the contempt

and hatred of the world. It is for us a grievous sorrow to beobliged to recall the odious (andundeserved) measures, loudly cod-demned as they are by all upright hearts,of which, quite recentlyreligious have again been the victims. Nothing couldFave themneither the integrity of their lives, in which even their enemiescould find no grounds for attack, nor the natural right whichauthorises association entered into for anupright end, nor the con-stitutional right which loudly proclaims their liberty, nor the favorof the people, who are filled with gratitude for the precious servicesrendered by them to the arts, to the sciences and toagriculture
and for their charity which overflowed uponthemost populous andthepoorest classes of society. And itis thus that menand womenthe offspringof thepeoplo, who Lad, of theirownaccord,renouncedthe joys of family life to conseciate in peaceful associations theiryouth, their talents, their powers, their life itself to the good of allhavebeen treated as evildoers,as if they had formed criminal com-binations, and have been shut out from common justiceand pro-Boribed— at a time too when liberty is the watchwordin the mouthofeverybody I
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