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LEO XIII., POPE.

To All the Patriauchs,Primates, Archbishops, and
Bishops of the Catholic Wobld.

Venerable Brethren, Health and Apostolic Benediotion.
But this is not all. The return toChristianity will not be aneffi-cacious and complete remedy if it does not imply the return in
sincere love to the 'one Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.Christianity is, in truth, incarnate in the Catholic Church;it isidentified with the spiritual and perfect society which,supreme inits own order,is theMystical Body of Jesus Christ,and has for itivisible bead theRoman Pontiff, the successor to thePrince of the
Apostles. The Church is the perpetuation of the mission of
the Saviour,the daughter aDd the heir 0! the Redemption. She
has propagated the Gospel, and she has defendedit at the price of
her blood ; and strong- in the divine assistance and the immortality
thathavebeen promised her, never making compact with error,she
remains faithful to the mandate laidupon her to proalaim the doc-
trine of Christ throughout the world to the end of the ages,and to
preserve its integr.ty inviolable.

The Lawful Dispenserof the Teachings
of the Gospel, she does not manifest herself to ns merely as
the coui-oier anl redeemer of 6ouls; she is also the ever-
Jastiug souice of justice and charity, the propagator as wellas the
guardian of true liberty and of the enly equality that is pos-
t-ible h.'ie below. While applying the doctrine of her divineFoamier, she maintains a just balance,and traces the just limits
between all the rights and all theprivilegesof society. The equality
which hhe proclaims does nut destroy the distinction of the differ-
ent social classes ; the wishes to preserve that intact,because nature
itself cvi lently requires it. To prevent the anarchy of reason eman-
cipated Irom iaith and abandoned to ittelf, the liberty she gives
injures neither the rights of truth, bociuse they are superior to
thuse of liberty,nor the rights of justice, because they aresuperior
to those of number and force, nor the rights of G.d,because they
aiebuperior to tiiote of humanity.

In the domestic circle the Church is no less fruitful in good
results. For not only does she resibt the perverse arts which un-
belief employs to attack the lite of the family, but she providesfor
andeafeguaids the bond of marriage and its stability, while she
pro.eels and promotes the honor of married life, its fidelity and
b<WioUty. At the a&'iie t.me she sustains andcfmentfc tbe oivil and
poluiejl order, bunging on the one hand efficacious assistance to
authority,and, ou the other,showing favorable countenance to wise
reforms and to the jubt aspirations of subjtcts :neverwearying in
her efforts to exact respect for princes,and the obedience that in
their due, while bhe defends the imprescriptible ri/hts of human
conscience. Hence inis owing toher thatpeoples submitted to htr
influence havehad nothing to fear from slavery, for she has kept
princes above the inclination to tyranny.

Perfectly con-cious of this divide efficiency, We hnvecarefully
oideavored cinco the beginning of Our Pontificate to set forth in
the cl. ares, .light the beneficent designsof theChurch, and to extend
in ihc utii.or., with the treasure or her doctrines, the field of her
sa!u*ary action.

Suchhas be-^n the aim of theprincipal acts of Our Pontificate,
notably of the En ycheals on Christian Philosophy, on Human
Liberty, on Chrihtiau Marriage,en Freemasonry,on PublicPowers,

An Undesirable Immigrant.
We learn from some of our Australian exchanges that

one of the most infamous slanderers ot the Church that
America has ever seen

—
the notorious Mar^aiet L. Shtpherd—

has somewhat suddenly and unexpectedly arrived 111 Sidney.
She professes only to be taking a heahh and pleasure trip, but
there are indications that should sufficient inducement ofter
she willbe only too ready to take up her noisome businiss of
'exposing' the iniquities of Rome at so much per expose.
In that case she is almost certain to pay New Zealand a visit,
and we, therefore, take the opportunity of sounding a warning
note to our readers, and ol supplying them with at Last suth-
cient material as toher cireer to en.ibl-j them, lor thebenefit
of the Protestantpublic, to punt the crealuie m her true co'ors
the moment she sets foot in the country. We have before us
the pamphlet published by the American Catholic '1 ruth
Society, giving lull particular of the 1 fe and doing-, o! this
notorious gaol-bird, and if Mis. Shepherd pollutes tins country
with her presence and indecent lectures we will publish the
unsavory record in full. Inthe meantime; we eont- nt ourselves
with giving the testimony of three emunent and unimpeach-
able non-Catholics as to the character and career of this
infamous woman. We netd only premise that though, of
course, she poses as an 'ex-nun

'
she has neverbeen a 1 einand

has never even been a Catholic.

Mrs. Shepherd claims to have been a nun in Amos YaleConvent, Bristol, and she was for a time an inmate of that
institution, but she was there as a fallen wornin. Florence
Booth, of the Salvation Army, writes about her: 'I h,i\e no
doubt at all but that thii> woman is a liau i. . . . 1 tru^t
you willget your money back, and 1 am ,ti \ioiib th it some-
thing1 should be done to present, hci Ir.un deceiving any
more kind-heartedpeople. . . . .She has naurkon a nun.
She was taken (1 am n 1 sure whether in the police or noi] as
a prostitute into the Roman Catholic penitentiary at Bristol.
She ran away Irom there and was found in tne stieets ot 13ns,-

NEW ZEALAND TABLET ["Thursday,June 26 1902

tol, or rather wanderedinto theS.A.barracks and represented
herself as homeless andanxious to come toour rescue home inLondon.1

Mr. W. T. Stead,editor of the " ReviewofReviews,'whoobtained from Mrs. Shepherd some facts for his series ofarticles on fallen women, inaletter written in answer to an in-quiry about her, say-,:'The less you have to do with the lady
you mention the better it will be for your peace of mind andthe security of the contents of your pockets. . . . Intro-duced to me as a reclaimedprostitute. . . . Seems tohavebeen ingaol twice fpr obtaininggoods under false pretences.'

In confirmationof this last statement aletter, datedSep-tember i,ißyi, from Rev. C. B. Simpson, chaplain of herMajesty's Prison at Bodmin, Cornwall, England, speaks ofher stay in that institution 'on twochargesof forgery and oneof false pretences in 1882. She then went under thename ofGeorgina Parkyn. . . . There is little doubt she is anaccomplishedswindler.'

Such is the character, on unimpeachable Protestant testi-mony, of this thoroughly low woman. After the recent Slat-
tery frost and fiasco, we hardly anticipate that this creaturewillmakeany seriousattempt togo

'
ontour

'here,butoneneverknows. Inany case, it is well to be prepared, andshould shemakeher unwelcome appearance in this Colony we will takecare that the full facts of her career are brought before thepublic with the least possible delay.

Encyclical Letter
OF

HIS HOLINESS POPE LEO. XIII.

There is onlyone of the changes thatis of special interest
to Catholics,but it is worth whilein passing to note the general
lines on which the mainalterations have been carriedout. In
some cases whilea doctrinehas been nominally retainedit has
been watereddown by 'declaratorystatements

'
or footnote? of

explanationwhichpractically intimate that though the original
wordsareto remain part of the creed they are not to be taken
as meaning whatthey say. This is the course which has been
adoptedin connection with the famous Presbyterian doctrine
of predestinationand foreordination. This is the doctrine, it
will be remembered, of which the: Rev. J.Gibb

—
who is now

by a strange irony of fate the official head of the whole
Presbyterian Church of New Zealand

—
declaied a few years

ago that its statement 'as set forth in the standards of his
Church was revolting to his very soul,'

—
a declaration that

involved the future Moderator ina verykeen and lively heresy
hunt. The doctrine is thus stated in the 'Confession of Faith

'
in the chapter on God's Eternal Decree:'By the decreeof
God,for the manifestation of Hisglory,some menand angels
are predestinateduntoeverlastinglife, andothers foreordained
to everlasting death. These angels and men, thus pre-
destinatedand foreordained,are particularlyand unchangeably
designed;and their number is so certainand definite, that it
cannot be either increased or diminished.' This is still to
remain part of the Presbyterian creed but it is proposed to
attach to ita foot-note which, while

'maintainingthe integrity
of thedoctrine of foreordination

'
will set forth that the mercy

of God is extended to all men, that the Presbyterian Church
does not endorse any fatalistic doctrine. In the same way the
originaldoctrine of the Presbyterian Church as to the fate of
electandnon-electinfantshasbeen modifiedby an explanatory
statement to theeffect that the Church does not hold that non-
elect infants dying in infancy are damned. In other cases
the wording of the confession is altered

—
sometimes so as to

flatly contradict the original teaching
—

and in yet a third
class of cases whole passagesare completely struck out.*

In this latter category has been placed, we are glad to
say, the absurd and silly statement as to the Pope which at
present disfigures the Presbyterian creed. Until some change
is made every good Presbyterian is supposed to hold the fol-
lowingas an articleof faith : 'Nor can the Pope of Rome be
inany sense the head (of the Church) ;butis that Anti-Christ,
that man of sin and son of perdition,that exaltshimself in the
Church againt Christ, and all that is called God.' This, the
Revision Committee recommend, should be expunged on the
ground that it is now meaningless. It is not so much meaning-
lessas utterly sill), and is a icfltction, not on the saintly
occupant of the Papacy, but on the sanity of the people who
couldbe found to endorse it. Such a doctrine is a monument,
notof faith or piety, but of narrowness and bigotry, and for
the credit of the' PresbUerian body the sooner it is wiped out
of existence as part of theirofficial creed the betUr.
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