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There is only one of the changes that is of special interest
to Catholics, but it is worth while in passing te note the general
lines on which the main alterations have been carried out. In
some cases while a doctrine has been nominally retained it has
been watered down by ‘ declaratory statements’ or fostnotes of
explanation which practically intimate that though the original
words are to remain part of the creed they arc not to be taken
as meaning what they say. This 1s the course which has bzen
adopted in conaection with the famous Presbyterian doctrine
of predestination and foreordination. This is the doctrine, it
will be remembercd, of which the Rev. J. Gibb —who is now
by a strange irony of fate the official head of the wnole
Presbyterian Church of New Zealand—declaied a [ew years
ago that jts statement ‘as set forth in the standards of his
Church was revolting to his very soul,’—a declaration that
involved the future Moderator m a very keen and lively heresy
hunt, The doctrine is thus stated in the < Confession of Faith”’
in the chapter on God's Eternal Decree: * By the decree of
God, for the manifestation of His glory, some men and angels
are predestinated unto everlasting life, and others foreordained
to everlasting death, These angels and men, thus pre-
destinated and foreordained, are particularly and unchangeably
designed ; and their number is so certain and definite, that it
cannot be either increased or diminished.” ‘This is still to
remain part of the Presbyterian creed but it is proposed to
attach to it a foot-note which, while ¢ maintaining the integrity
of the doctrine of foreordination ® will set forth that the mercy
of God is extended to all men, that the Presbyterian Church
does not endorse any [atalistic doctrine.  In ihe same way the
original doctrine of the Presbyterian Church as to the fate of
elect and non-elect infants has been modified by an explanatory
statement to the effect that the Church does not hold that non-
elect infants dying in infancy are damned. In other cases
the wording of the confession is altered——sometimes so as to
flatly contradict the original teaching—and in yet a third
class of cases whole passages are completely struck out.
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In this latter category has been placed, we are glad to
say, thc absurd and silly statement as to the Pope which at
resent disfigures the Preshyterian creed. Until some change
is made every good Presbyterian is supposed to hoid the fol-
lowing as an article of faith: ‘ Nor can the Pope of Rome be
in any sense the head (of the Church) ; but is that Anti-Christ,
that man of sin and son of perdition, that exalts himsell in the
Church againt Christ, and all that is called God.” This, the
Revision Committee recommend, should be expunged on the
ground that it is now meaningless. Tt is not so much meaning-
less as utterly silly, and i> a reflection, not en the samtly
occupant oi the Papacy. bul on the sanmity of the people who
could be found to endorse it. Such a docirine is a monument,
not of {aith or picty, but of narrowness and bigotry, and for
the credit of the' Prosbyterian body the sconer it is wiped out
of existence as part of their official ¢recd the better.

An Undesirable Immigrant.

We learn from some of our Australian exithanges that
one of the most nfamous slanderers of the Church that
America has ever seen—the notoricus Marguret L. Shepherd
-—has somewhat suddenly and unexpcciedly arrived 10 Sydney.
She prolesses only to be taking a liealth and pleasure trip, but
there are indications that should sufficient inducement offer
she will be only too ready to take up her noi~ome business of
‘exposing ' the iniquities of Rome at «o much por expose.
In thatl case she is almost certam to pay New Zealaud a visit,
and we, therefore, take the epportunily of sounding a warpoig
note to our readers, and ol supplying them with at loast sufil-
cient material as to her cireer to enable them, tor the benehit
of the Protestant public, to punt the credture tn her true colers
the moment she sets fool in the country,  We have before us
the pamphlet published Ly the American Catholic lruth
Society, giving tull particulats of the [fe and dongs ol this
notorious gaol-bird, and if dlrs. Shepherd pollutes this country
with her presence and indccent lectures we will pabhsh the
unsavory record in full.  In the meantime we contrnt ourselves
with giving the testimony of three emiment and unmimpeach-
able non-Cathelics as to the characler and carcer of this
infamous woman.  We neud only premise that thooph, of
course, she poses as an “ex-nun ’ she has never becn a 1 unand
has never even been a Catliolic,
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Mrs. Shepherd claims to have been a nun in Arnos Vale
Convent, Bristol, and she was for a tme an inmate of that
institution, but she was there as a f{allen wem:in. TFlorence
Booth, of the Salvation Army, writes about her: T have no
doubt at all but that this womanisa haul., . . , 1 trust
you will get your money badk, and T am .o vious thit seme-
thing should be done 1o provent ha lrom diccnang any
more kind-hearted people. She has iover been o nun,
She was taken {f a1 osare whcther o the I“'I" v Ul ot} as
a prostitute into the Roman Catholic penitentiary at Brstol.
She ran away Irom there and was found o tue sieects ol Bris-
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tol, or rather wandered into the S.A. barracks and represented
herself as homeless and anxious to come to our rescue home in
London.’

Mr. W. T. Stead, editor of the ‘ Review of Reviews,” who
chtained from Mrs. Shepherd some facts for his series of
articles on failen women, in a letter wrilten in answer to an in-
quiry about her, says : * The less you have to do with the lady
you mention the better it will be for your peace of mind and
the security of the contents of your pockets, . Intro-
duced to me as a reclaimed prostitute, Secems to have
been in gact twice for obtaining goods under false pretences.’

In confirmation of this last statement a letier, dated Sep-
tember 1, 1891, from Rev. C. B. Simpson, chaplain of her
Majesty’s Prison at Bodmin, Cornwall, England, speaks of
her stay in that institution ‘ on two charges of torgery and one
of false pretences in 1882. She then went under the name of
Georgina Parkyn. . There is little doubt she is an
accomplished swindler.
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Such is the character, on unimpeachable Protestant testi-
mony, of this thoroughly low woman. After the recent Slat.
tery frost and fiasco, we hardly anticipate that this creature
will make any serious attempt to'go ‘on tour ' here, but one never
knows, In any case, it is well to be prepared, and should she
make her unwelcome appearance in this Colony we will take
care that the full facts of her career are brought before the
public with the least possible delay.

Encyclical Letter

HIS HOLINESS POPE LEO. XIII.
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(Continued from last imsne.)

LEO XIII,, POPE.
To ALL THE PATRIARCHS, PRIMATES, ARCHBISHOPS, AND
Bisnors oF THE CATHOLIC WORLD,
Venserable Brethren, Health and Apostolic Benediction,

BuT this is not all, The return to Christianity will not be an effi-
cacious and complete remedy if it does not imply the return in
pincere love to the’ome Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.
Christianity is, in truth, incarnate in the Catholic Church ; it is
identified with the spiritual and perfect society which, supreme in
ite own order. is the Mystical Body of Jesus Christ, and has for its
visibla head the Roman Pontiff, the successor to the Prince of the
Apo-tles, The Church is the perpetuation of the mission of
the Baviour, the daughter auvd the heir of the Redemption., She
has propagated the Goaspel, and she has defended it at the price of
hier blood ; and strong in the divine assistance and the immortality
that have been promised her, never making compact with error, she
remrins faithful to the mandate laid upon her to proolaim the doc-
trine of Christ throughount the world to the end of the ages, and to
preseryve ita integrity inviolable,

The Law{unl Dispensger of ths Teachings

of the Goepel, she does not wanifest herself to us merely as
the couroler and releerer of souls; she is also the ever.
Inatiug sonree of justice and charity, the propagator s well as the
guardian of frue hiberty and of the cnly cgaality that ia pos-
rible here below, While applying the doctrine of her divine
Foander, she maintaing a just balanee, and traces the just Limits
botween ail the riglitd and ali the privileges of socicty, The equality
wliteh she proclaims does not destroy the distinetion of the differ-
ent social classes ; vhe wiehes to preserve that intact, because rature
itaelf evilently requireg it, To prevent the anarchy of reason eman-
cipated trom taith and wbandoned o iweelf, the liberty she givea
injutes neiiber the rights of truth, beciuse they are superior to
thuse of liberty, nor the nghts of jusiice, because they are superior
1o those of number and force, nor the nights of G.d, because they
a1e puperior to those of humanity.

In the domestie eircle the Church is no less froitful in good
results, For not only docs she resist the perverse arts which un-
belief employs to sitack the lite of the family, but she provides for
and sufeguards the bond of marriage and 18 stability, while she
pro.ects and promotes the honor of married life, its fidelity and
panclity. At the sarue t.me sbe sustains and cemente the civil and
politicsi order, tninging on the oue hand efficacicus asecistance to
sutherity, and, ou tbe other, showing favorable countenance to wise
reforms and to the just sspirations of subjccts | never wearying in
ber «forts to exact respect for princer, and the obedience that is
their due, while she defends the 1mprescriptible rights of human
conscience, Heuce 1t is owing to her that peoples submitted to her
iffluence have had notbng to fear frum siavery, for she has kept
princes above the 1nchination to tyranny.

Pertestly conscions of this divice efficiency, We huve carefally
(ndenvored rinee Lhe beginping of Our Ponnficate to set forth in
the oloares, ight the benefic ot designs of the Church, and to extend
to the ubiosn, with tue treasure of her doetrines, the field of her
salu-ary action.

Such has bern the aim ef the principal acts of Our Pontificate,
notably of the En yclicals on Christian Philosopby, on Human
Laberiy, up Christiaun Macriage, cn Freemasonry, on Public Powers,
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