
view was to banish the principlesof Christianity from the bosom
of society;but by refut-ing, on the one hand, to recognise the
Bupremaoy of the Se^ of librae, which is the efficient cause and
bond of unity, and by proclaiming, on the other hand, ttui principle
of free judgment, they phook to its lowest foundations the Divine
edifice, and opened the way for infinite varieties of creeds, for
doubts and denials on the most important matter*, for departures
from faithfar Burpassing the expectations of the innovators them-
selves.

The road being1 thus clear, there arose theproud and scoffing
philosophy ot the eighteenth c.-ntury, which went furlher still. It
turned into derision the sacred collection of the iSciiptures, and
rejected in themass ail truths divinely levcalcd, with the object of
finally uprooting1 from the conscience of men all religious belief,
andof stifling in them the last breath of Christian spirit.

From this source flowed RationalismandPantheism,Naturalism
and Materialism, deleterious and fatal systems whichushered in
again, under new appearances, the ancient errors which had long
since been victoriously rtfuted by the Fathers and Doctors of the
Church.' The result has ben that the pride of modern timea,
through an exoets oh confiience in its ownlight, has been smitten
with blindness, and, like Paganism, feeds itself now only with
dreain°, even in all that relutes to the attributes of the human
boul. and the immortal destinies which constitute its glorious
privilege,

The Struggle Against the Church
thus assumed a moreserious character than in thepast, no less by
reason of the vehemence of the attacks than of their universality.
Contemporary incredulity does not, in truth,confine itself to calling
indoubt or to denying such or such a truth of faith,but it com-
bats the very body of principles which revelation consecrates and
truephilosophy Buppoits

—
fundamental andsacred principles which

teachman the supremeend of his sojourn inlife, which sustain him
in duty and infuse into his soul courage and resignation, which, in
promising him incorruptible justice and perfect felicity beyond thetomb, teachhim to subordinate time toeternity andearth to heaven.Now, what do they give man instead of those teachings, those in-
comparable supports of faith / A frightful scepticism that
petrifies the heart and stifles in the conscience all magnanimous
aspirations.

Such fatal doctrines have passed only too frequently, as youknow, venerable brethren, from the domain of ideas into the
exterior life and into the spheres of public action. Great and
powerful States are constantly reducing them to practice, and
imagine that they are thus doing the work of civilisation, and
taking the lead in progress. And just as if public authorities were
not bound to collect in themselves and to reflect all that is soundest
in the moral life, they hold themselves free from the duty of
publicly honoring God;and it happens only toooften thit, while
they boast of their indifferenc 3 to all religions, they, in lact, make
war on the one religion instituted by God.

This system of practical atheinm must neoessirily cause, and in
fact has caused, profound disturb ince in the domain of morals , for,
as the most famous sages of pagan antiquity foresaw, religion is
theprincipal foundation of justice and ot virtue. When the honds
are broken which unite man to God, the Sovereigu Lawgiver and
Universal Judge, there remains but, aphantom of morality ; purelycivil,or, as it is cal'.td, independent morality, which, abstracting
from all eternal rea-ou and all divine law, drtws hh u.evitably and
fatally to this last consequer cc of making man a la.v unto himself.
Henceforth incap.ibleot mi-ing hi-i.s Ifon the pinions of Chrit.ti.in
hope towards thehigher good. mm. thuslnfatuat- d, no longer seeks
anything above t'.e materirtl satisfaction of Ihh desires m the
collective enj lymentn and convenience of hie W'nen we a.c
excited in him a thnst for phasurus a dotre ot riches, the devour-
ing avarice of rapid and immoderate gam-:when,at thename time,
all kinds of ambition, with feverish and frenzied .nun:y to gratify
them, even by illegitimate means, «-et him on fire, justice mustsuffer. In a word, contempt for Uw and for public author i<y
are^ the inevitable constquences, and a licentiousness of moralswhich, op it becomes general, brings with it without fail the deoayof society.

But perhaps We exaggerate the doleful results of the sad
troubles ot whichWe speak I Xo, for the reality i« at Our door,andonly too fully confirms Our conclusions. It is n.,anife«t. mdi-td.
that the very foundations of bocien.if they are nor H'renuthened
very poon, will totter,and the eup^etrucures will bun"- down intheir fall

The Great Principles of Bight and Eternal Morality.
Hence aripe the eerioup injuries which all parts of the bo-Jysocial,beginning with the fa inly, have h.id to endure. For theeecular state, forgetful ot the, limits and of 1he. essential amis of

the authority whichit holds, has bud violent hand-, upon the. con-
jugal bond, profaned itand de«poikd it of its religious chi.i.ie or ;
it has encroached as far as it <ould on the natuial lights of parent^
in matters that concern the education (,f their children , and in
many places it ban destroyed the stilnlity of marriage by giving
legal sanction to the licentious institution of divorce. Now, every-body knows the fruit9that these encroachments have borne.' '1hey
have multiplied beyond all expuhsiun uiui.hhbiought inout-olely
by shameful passions, which areomiwq iently broken off ;ut,r briut
intervals or when they have d< generated otun into tr-igii; t-oiK"* ofconflict, often into suandaloiih inti lelitits ' Wesiy noUii'ig oj- ih^children, the innocent offspring who nm negkoUd. or peiwrud. in
some casc-s by the vicious example* of the parents,m oilh-ts through
the poison which the State officially puts bjtoie them every day.

Not only the family but the nocial and political order itneif is
endangered, especially by the new doctrines which. iw-igning a fuKe
origin to sovereignty, have thereby corrupted its true idea, For, if
sovereign authonty flows formally fioui the co hem of tnc peoj1 "
and not from God, the bupreuie and eternal hjuicoof all power, it

loses in the eyes of the subject its most august character,anddegenerates into an artificial sovereignty which is erected on foun-dations unsteady and shifting as the will of the men from whom it
is said to be derived. Do we not see also the consrquenee of thiserror in the laws? Too often,in truth, instead of being the writtendictates of reason, these laws express nothing more than the powerof superior numbers and the prelomiuant will of a political party,limn theillicit desires of the multitude are catered for, and the
reins are thrown loose on popular passion?, even when these pas-
sions disturb the hard-earned repose of the citizens. When the
cvi has gone too far,and has become extreme, recourse is had teviolent means to repress it, and the oalubtiuphe is reached in theeffusion of blood.

The nations having repudiated theseChristian piinciples whichhave such power and efficacy to establish the brotherhoodof peoples,and to unite all menin a great family, there has arisen in the inter-national ordera system of jealousy and selfishness inconsequence ofwhichthenationsmutually regardeachotherifnotalwayawithhatredat leant certainly with the distrust thatanimates rivals. Henceitiathat in their enterprises they are easily led to forget the great prin-ciples of morality and justice, and the protection of the feeble andthe oppressed. In the desire which goads them on to the indefinite
increase of the national wealth,the nations pay heed no longer toaught save the opportunity of circumstances, the profits arisingfrom success,and the tempting possessions that will be theirs whenthe deed ihsuccessfully accomplished, sure that noone will disturbthem afterwards in the name of justice, and through the respect
which isdue to it. Fatalprinciples,whichhave consecratedmaterialforce, as the supreme law of the world, to which must be attributedthis progressive and unmeasured increase of military preparations,this armed peace comparable in many respects at least to themostdisastrous effects of war.

This lamentable confusionin the domain of ideas has causedamong the popular classes uneasiness, unrest, and the spirit ofrevolt, whenceariseagitationand disorder— the prelude to commo-tions still more formidable. The miserable conditionof so great apart of the lowerclasses, people assuredly very deserving of reliefandhelp, admirably serves the purpose of agitators who are full ofcraft and inparticular of those of the Socialistfactions, who, bylavishingfoolishpromises on thehumblestclasses,hasten the acoom-plishment of their nefarious designs.
He who loses his footing in a dangerous steep rolls with in-creased speed to the bottom of the abyss. With a logic which hasvindicatedits principlas there has been organiseda veritable asso-ciation of criminals. With instincts thoroughly savage by its firstexploits this association has filled the world with awe Owing tolto solid constitution,and its branches spreadthrough the nations,it isalready able to raise its wicked hand in every place withouttear of any obstacle, unterrifiedby any punishment. Itsmembersrepudiating allunion with society,and cynically breaking withlawreligion, and morality,have taken the nameof Auarchists; they pro-pose to themselves the utter subversion of society as it is,and em-ploy for their purpose all the means thatblind and savage passioncan suggest. And as society receive-) unity and life from theauthority which governs it,it is against authority in the first placethat anarchy directs its blows. How do wenot shudder with horroras well as with indignation and pity, at the remembrance of thenumerous victims wbo have fallen in these latter years! Emperors,empre pe*, kings, presidents of powerful republics, whose sole

crime consi-ted in the supreme power with which they wereinvested.
In thr- presence of the enormousevila which overwhelmsocietyand of the dangers which threaten it,Our duty rtquire Us oucemore

To Warn Men of Good Will,
especially those who occupy the highest stations, and to exhortthem, art We do at this moment, toreflects on the remedies whichthe Mtuation needs,and with provident energy to apply them with-out delay.

In tne first place it is rk'ht toascertain what these remediesare and t> examine th-ir value. We have heard liberty and itsblessings exalted to the cloudd as the sovereign rein -dy the incom-parable instrument of fruitful peice and prosperity. But factshave cl-arly demonstrated thit itdoes not Dossess the efrUacy whichhas beeu attributed to it. Kooucmie conflicts, the strife of classes,are eukiudled and break forthon all side*, and there has not yetbeen beeu the dawn of public life in which peace mightreigo Forthe rent,and everyonecan verify this, liberty, as it in understood to-day—that is to say,hceiiHe fctanted indiscriminately to truth anderror, to good and evil— results only in the lowering of all that isnoble, holy, generous,and in < pening more widely the road to crimeto -.made, and to the wretched categoiy of passions.
IthaH beenmaintained albotl.atthod^velopujeritof instruct'on byrendering the pe. pie more refined and more enlighten,d, wouldHullice to fortify them ag vist their i\il inclina ions and to keepthem within the limits of justice and probity But does nut thebtem reality of things every day give uh palpablepro f of the use-letwne-* of instrm ti..n whiJi is not accompanied by solid religiousand moral truii mi*

'
Inc-ms.quence of their inexperience,and oftne ferment of j.a^ionn, the spirit of young people submits to theiaKcmation i.f pervert teachings. Ie is captivating,especially bythe eiror.s union a Jicentiouw journalism fears not to dias.mmatewuh muiflowing hauls, and which, while depraving at the bametime the n.nlleet and the will, f<>sfr rs iv youth that spirit of prideand of insubordiuauon which troubles bjoften the peace of familiesand or edits

Much eoi fi lence has also beenplaced in theprogress of t-cienceAssuredly the la«t century saw many of lU great and unexpected'aye, marvellous conquests. But is it so true that these advanceshavegiven uh the full and satisfactory abundance of fruits that bomany men expected from them? Undoubtedly the expansion of
science has op -ued new horizons to tur minds,it has widened the
cinque of man ov<r the foices of matter ;and life in this world has
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