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view was to banish the principles of Christianity from the bosom
of society ; but by refu-ing, on the one hand, to recognise the
supremacy of the Ses of Ilome, which is the efficient cause and
bond of unity, and by proclaiming, on the ether hand, tha principle
of free judement, they rhook to its Jowert foundutions the Divine
edifice, and opened the wuy for infinita varieties of oreeds, for
doubts and deninls on the most importrnt mattern, for depariurea
from faith far purpassing the expectations of the innovators them-
selves,

The road being thus clear, there arose the proud and scoffing
philosophy of the vighieentl ceulary, which went further stitl. It
turned inte derision the sucred collection of the Seriptures. and
rejected 10 the mass all truths divinely 1evealed, with the nhieet of
firally uprooting from the conscicnes of men all religious beliel,
and of stifling in them the Yast brepth of Christian spirit,

From thiseourse fowod Rationalism and Pantheinm, Naturalism
and Materinlism, deleteriona and fatal eystems which ushered in
again, under new uppearances, the ancient errcts which had long
since been victoriouvsly refuted by the Fathers and Doctors of the
Chnrch. The result has b en that the pride of malern times,
through an exeees ot confi fence in its own lirrht, has been smitten
with blindness, and, like Paganism, feeds itrelf now only with
dreamn=, even in all that relutes to the attributes of the hur_nau
soul. and the immortal destinies wiich cousiitute its glorious
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thug asgumed & more scrious character than in the past, no less by
reagon of the vehemence of the attaclks than of their umversality,
Contemyporary ineredulity does not, in truth, confine itself to calling
in doudbt or to denying ruch or such a truth of faith , Lut it com-
bats the very budy of principles which revelation cousecrates n_nd
true philosophy supports—fundamental and sacred principles which
teach man thesupreme end of his sojourn in life, which sustain him
in duty aud infuse ipto his soul couraxe and resignatimn, which, in
promising him incorrnptible justice and perfect felicity beyond the
tomb, teach him tosubordinate time to etereity and earch to heaven,
Now, what do they give man instead of those teachmga,.thoae in-
comparable supports of faith 7 A frightful scepticism that
petrifies the heart und stitles in the conscience all magnanimons
aapirations,

Buch futal doetrines have passed only too frequently, as you
know, venerable brethren, from the domain of idess inte the
exterior life and into the epheres of publio action. Great and
powerful States are constantiy reducing thew to practice, and
imagine that they are thus doing the work of cwn]mn_tnpn, and
taking the lead in progress, And iuat as if public authoritivs were
not bound to collect in themselves and to reflect all that is sounidest
in the moral life, they hold themeelves free frown the duty of
publicly bonoring GGod; and it happens oqu too often that, while
they boast of their indifferens= to all religivne, they, 1o fact, make
war on the opoe religion instituted by God.

This system of practical atheism must necess rily can-a, and in
fact has caused, protound di-tarb e in the domatn of morala | folr,
a8 the most farzous erres of parac antiquity foresaw, reluynon is
the principal foundation of justice and of virtue, When the honds
are broken which unite man to God, the Sovereipgn lawgiver and
Universal Judge, there remains buv a phantom of morahity ; purely
civil, or, s it 18 culled, independent morality, which, abstracting
from all eternal rez-on and all divive law, drows ns 1nevitably and
fatally to this Jast conrequer ce of mukings man a law unto hymeelf,
Henceforth incapable ot raising hisus 1f on the pusions of Christion
hepe towards the higher good, man, thus infutuar d, no Jonger sevks
anything above the marertnl satistaction of his desires in the
oollective enj yments and conventences of lile Whnen we ae
excited in b a thirt for pliasnres a destre of niches, the devour-
ing avarice of rapid and inimoderate wam-: when, at the rsame tiune,
all kinds of ambition, with feverish and frenzied anan Ty o pgratily
them, even by allegitimute menns, et b on fire, Justice musg
suffer. In a word, contempt for law and for public authaiy
are the inevitable consiquences, and a Licentousness of morafu
which, ne it becones general, brings with 15 withiour fail Lhe decay
of society.

But perbaps We exaggerate the doleful results of the sad
troubles of which We apeak ! Nu, for the reality 1« at Our dour, and
only too fully cumfirms Our conelasions. 1t i mamnifest, indeed.
that the very foundatinns of soctety, if they ars not v rengthened
very soon, will taotter, and the superetruc ures will bing duwu in
their fall
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Henoe arise the serious injuriea which all parts of the buiy
soeial, berinning with the tamly, have had to endure. For the
secalar state, forgetful of the limue and of the ewsentinl aims of
the authority which it holds, bas lawd viclet hatds upon the eon-
jngal bond. profaned it and deepoilod 1t of its relyrions chatac er ;
1t bay encroached as far ag 3t could on the nutwal 1iirhts of parents
in mattera that coacern the edncation of their chuldren . and in
many places it bas destroyed the stibiliny of marrige by piving
legal sanction to the heentions mstitution of divorce.  Now, every-
body knows the fruits that these eucrouchiments have borne. They
have muluplied beyond all expnession untons fiought ot ~olely
by shameful passions, which are conseg rentiy broken off wivr brior
intervals or when they have doreneratied olten 1mto toagiv se. nes of
conflict, often wnto seandalows miti telitie~ ! Weaiy notai b the
children, the tnceent offrpring who are negheied, or Perveriod, an
Bome casss by the vicions examples of tha parents, in others through
the poison which the Htate offically puts betore them overy day.

Naot only the family but the somal and poiitical order jteelf iy
endantgered, especially by the new doctrines which, nuagning o fulso
oryrin to soversiguty, have thereby corrapted ibs true wdea, Fur, 1f
sovereign authonty laws fornmdly Dom the eo rent of tue pengls
and not from God, the supreme and eterval soures of all power, 1t
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loses in the eyes of the subject its most awgust character, and
degenrrates into an artificial sovereignty which ir erected on foun-
dations unsteady and shifting as the will of the men from whom it
is 6aid to be derived. Do we not see also the consrquence of this
ereor in the laws? Too often, in trath, instead of beiny the written
dictates of reason, these laws expresd nothing more than the power
of superior numbere and the prelominant will of political party.
Thue the illicit dessres of the multitude are catered for, and the
reins are thrown liose on popular passions, even when 1hese pas-
rions disturb the hard-earned repose of the citizens. When the
evil has gone too far, and has become extreme, recourse is had te
vinlent means to repress iv, and Lho caluvbhrophe Iy reached i the
effusion of blood,

The nations having repudiated these Christian principles, which
have such power and efficacy to establish the brotherhaood of peoplea,
and to unite all men in a great family, there has arisen in the intor-
nationai ordera system of jealousy and selfichness in oconsequence of
which thenations mutually repard each otherif not alwayswith hatred
at least certainly with the distrust thatanimates rivals, Hence it is
that 1n their enterprises they are easily led to forget the great prin-
ciples of morality and justice, and the vrotection of the feeble and
the opprersed. In the desire which goads them on to the indefinite
increase of the national wealth, the nations pay heed no longer to
aught save the opportanity of eiccumetances, the profits arising
from snocess, and the tempting possessions thut will be thaire when
the dwed is succesefuily accomplished, sure that no one will disturb
them afterwards in the pame of justice, and through the respect
which is due to it. Fatal principles, which have coneecrated material
force, as the supreme law of the world, to which must be attributed
this progressive and unmeasnred increase of military preparations,
ihis armed pence comparable in many respects at least to the most
disastrons effects of war.

This lamentable coufusion in the domain of idens has caused
amonyg the popuilar classes uneasiness, unrest, and the spirit of
revolt, whence arise agitation and disorder—:the prelude to commo-
tions still more formidable, The miserable condition of so great s
part of the lower classes, people assuredly very deserving of relief
and help, admirably serves the purpose of agitators who are full of
craft, and in particular of those of the Socialist factions, who, by
lavishing foolish promises on the humblest ¢lasses, hasten the acoom-
plishment of their nefarions designs.

He who loses his footing in a dangerous steep rolls with in-
creased speed to the hottom of the abyss, With a logic which haa
vindicated its principies there has been organised a veritable asso-
ciation of criminals. With instinets thoroughly savage, by its first
exploits this sssociation has filled the world with awe, Owing to
its solid conatitution, and its branches epread through the nations,
it is already able to raise its wicked hand in every place without
fear of any obatacle, unterrified by any punishment, Its members,
repudiating all union with eociety, and cynically breaking with law,
religion, and morality, have taken the name of Avarchists; they pro-
pose to themselves the utter subversion of society a6 it is, and em-
ploy for their purpose sll the means that blind and savaga passion
can suggest,  And as soviety receives unity and life from the
authority which governs 1t, it is againet authority in the firat place
that anarchy directs ita blows. How do we not shudder with horror,
a3 well as with indiznation and pity, at the remembrance of the
numerous victims who bave fullen 1n these latter years | Emperors,
empre ses, kings, presidents of powerfal republics, whose sole
crime consi-ted in the rupreme power with which they were
invested,

In the presence of the enormous evils which overwhelm society,
and of the dangers which tureaven 1, Our duty requirs Us ouce
maore

Ta Warn Men of Good Will,

especially those who occupy the bighest stations, and to exhort
them. us We do at this moment, to reflects on the remicedies which
the =ttuation needs, and with provident energy to apply them witch-
vut delay,

Iu tne first place it is richt to aseertain what these remedies
are and £ examine thee value, We have heard liberty and its
bleasivgs exalied to the cloudas as the fROVerelgn rem dy, the lacom-
purable 1nsureuvient of tra:tful pewce and provperity. But facts
have clearly demonstrated thit it does nob possess the efficacy which
Lag been attribuced to 1t lsouemie conflists, the strife of classes,
are eukindled and break forth on all sides, und there has not yet
been veen the dawn of public )ife in which peace might reign, For
the rest, and everyone can verify this, Iiberty, as it in understood to-
day-—that 1a to say, licenre pranted imdiseriminately to truth and
error, to goud and evil—results vuly in the lowering of all that ia
nuble, holy, peneroun, and in ¢ pening more widely the road 1o crime,
to~msde, and 1o the wretched cutegory ot passions,

L4 han been muintained also that theduvelvpment of instruction, by
rendering the people more rofined and more enhyghtened, wounld
sullice to furbify them sy 1o-t their cvil icelina 1ons and to keep
them witlon the humts of justice and probity  But does not the
stern reality of things every day give us pilpable pro f of the use-
Leasness 0f Insttuction which s not acveompanied by solid religious
and moral tratving * Iy cotise quence of their inexperience, and of
the ferment of passions, the spire of younyg people submits to the
fuscination of perverse teachungs, It s captivating, especially by
the errors which a licenvons junrnalism fears not to tiss minate
with overflowing bar de, ang which, while depraving at the same
time the wtellect and the will, fomt 18 in youth that spirit of prule
wrd vl 1nsubordinalion w bich truubles ss often the peace of fumilies
and of etiy

Much cor filence has alan been placed in the progress of +clence.
Asnurediy the Last century eaw muny of 1ts grest and unexpected,
sye, wnrvelions conquests,  But is it 80 true that these advances
Lave given us the full and sall=faciory abundance of fruits that so
any men expected from them ? Undoubtedly the expansion of
selenve i op ned new horizons to cur minds , 1L has widened the
vuiplte of man ov r the forces of matter i aud Life 1n this world has
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