
LEO XIII., POPE.
To Ar.L the Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, and

Bishops of the Catholic World.
Venerable Brethren, Health and Apostolic Benediction. En-tering uponthe twenty-fifth year of Oar Apostolio ministry, andastonished at the length of the oourse which We have traversed, inthemidst ofcontinual and anxious cares, We feel Ourselves mostnaturally impelled to raise Our thoughts towards the ever-blessedRuler of the world, Who, amongst so many other favors, hasdeigned to grantUs a length of years in the Pontificate almostwithoutparallel in history. Therefore, to the Father of all men,

to HimWho holds in His hands the mysterious secretof life. We
utter Our hymn of thanksgiving, in obedience to the dictatesofOur heart.

Assuredly the eye of man cannot fathom the depth of theDivine designs in thus prolonging Our old agebeyond allhope;
it is for Us only to bow down in silence and adoreHim. Onething, however, We know well, thatif He has been pleased,and ifHe is pleasedstill, topreserve Our existence,a great duty lies uponUs, viz., to live for the welfareand advancement of His immaculateSpouse,His Holy Church, and, far from losing courage in the pre-sence of careandpain, toconsecrate to His service whatremaim of
Our strength, even to Oar last breath.

Having paid the tribute of just thanksgiving to Our HeavenlyFather, to Whom be honor and glory for all eternity, it is verypleasing to Us to turn to you in thought,and to address Our wordsto you, venerablebrethren, who havebeencalled by theHoly Spiritto govern tbe chosen portions of the flock of Jesus Christ, andthereby share with'Us in the struggles and in the triumphs, in the
Borrows and in the joys, of the pastoral office. The many
remarkable

Proofsof Religious Veneration
-which you have lavished onUs in the course of Oar Pontificateandstillmultiply in the present circumstances with aneager devotion that is full of tenderness, will never fade from Our memory.Intimately united 1111 youas We are alreadyby Our duty and by Ourpaternal love, these testionnies of your devotedness,extremely dear
to Our heart, bind Us now to you onoemore, less for their personal
manifestations towards Ourselves, than for the inviolable attach-
ment that they indicate to this Apostolic See, which is the oentreand support of all the other Sees of Catholicity. If it has alwaysbeen necessary that the children of the Church should jealously
adhere to the differentdegrees of theecclesiastical hierarchy,unitedin thebonds of reciprocalcharity and in the pursuit of the samedesigns, bo as tobe movedonly by oneheart and onesoul,this union
is become in our time more indispensable thanever. Who, indeedis ignorant of the immense conspiracy of hostile forces which aimto-day at ruining and obliterating the great work of Jesus Christ,which endeavors,with an animosity that knows no limits, to robman in theintellectual order of the treasureof celestial trut'hß, andin the social order to uproot the holiest and most salutaryChristian institutions? Butof all this youyourselveshaveexperi-
ence every day ;more thanonce have you expressed to Us youranxiety and distress, while you deploredthe multitude of prejudices,f false systems, and of errors that are being sown with impunityamong the people. Are not snares being laid on all sides forbelieving souls ? Are not obstacles being multiplied to enfeeble,and, as far as possible, to annihilate the beneficent action of theChurch ? And, in themeantime, as if to add ineult to injustice, is
not the Church herself reviled because she cannot recover her
ancient power, because she is unable torestrain the torrent of wildpassions that threatens todestroy all obstacles in their path ?We would wish, indeed, that We might address you, venerablebrethren, on a subject lesß sorrowful and in greater harmony withthe happy event from which We take occasion to speak, Buthow-
ever desirable such a discourse might be,it is not permitted by the
flfrave trials of the Church which call urgently for assistance, andby the serious condition of contemporary society. The Bocial world,already grievously astray in its moral aud material aspects, iaadvancing towards a destiny still worse,owing to

The Abandonmentof Christian Traditions:
for itis a law of Providence, confirmed by history, that one cannotstrike ablow at the great principles of religion without shaking atthe same time the foundations of order and social prosperity. In
these circumstances, in order to refresh your souls, and tosupplythem with new faith and courage, it appears to Us opportune
and useful to consider attentively the origin, causes,and multipliedforms of the implacable war which is being waged against theChurch;and whilst exhibiting its fatal consequences to point outthe antidote to them. May Our words, therefore resound afar,although they must recall truths which We have several timesaffirmed already;may they be heard not only by the children ofCatholic unity, but also by those whodissent from Us;and evenby those unhappy ones who no longer have the faith:for all arechildren of the sume Father;all aro ordained to the same supreme
end;may they be received, in fine, as the teßtament whica We,now removed but a short distance from the gates of eternity, witjh
to leave to the peoples as an earnest of the salvation We desirefor all.

Inevery age the Holy Church of Christ has had to combat andto suffer for truthand justice. Instituted by theDivine Redeemer

Himself to increase tbekingdom ofGod in the world, it is her dutyto lead fallen humanity by the light of the Gospellaw towards itsimmortal destiny— that ia to say, she mast bring them into
possession of the endless blessings that God hatpromised,but to
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man'8 unaided strength is not sufficient toattain. In thefulfilment of her heavenly missionshe must of neoefsity oome intocollision with the countless passions which are transmitted fromthe pristine fall, and from the corruptionbegottenof it,with pride,cupidity, the unbridled desire of materialpleasures, and with allmannersof vices and disorders. True to her trust theOhuroh hasalways exercised over these
TheMostPowerfulRestraint.

These persecutions ought not to astonish as. Have they notbeen predictedby theDivine Master,anddo wenot know they willlast as long as the world? What did our Saviour Bay toHisdisciples when He sent them to bear the treasureofHiadoctrine toallnations 1 'You will be persecuted fromoity tocity, because ofMy name;youwill be hated and despised: you will be deliveredbefore tribunals and condemned to the extremityof punishments.1
And to encourage them to bear such trials He gaveHimself as anexample. 'If the worldhate you, know you that ithathhatedMebefore you Simnndut vosodit scitote quia mepriorem vobitodiohabmt (John xy.,18.) These are the joys, theee the rewards,whiohtheDivineSaviour promises us here below.No one whoconsiders the matterjustly ardimpartially willeverdiscover a reason for such hatred. Whom, indeed,had the DivineRedeemer ever offended, or in what had He deservedill1 Hehadcomedown to this earth impelledby infinite oharity, and therehadtaught a doctrine, pure and consoling, and beyond all othersadapted to unite fraternally all men in peace and love. Hehadcovetedneither the greatness of the world nor itshonors. He hadinterfered with noone's rights ;on the contrary,mensaw in Himone movedby infinite compassionfor the feeble, tbesiok, thepoor:for sinners and for the oppressed. His life wasspent distributing
tlis divinebenefits amongst men. Itwas then throughsheer excessof malice on thepart of those men, an excess themorelamentableasit was themoreunjust, that the Saviour, in accordance with theprophecy of Simeon, became the sign of oontradiotionon thisearth— 'ngnum cvicontradicetur'(Luke ii.34) "

asign thatshall be oon«tradicted.
May we, therefore, be surprisedif the CatholicChurch, whiohcontinues the divinemission of Jesus Christ,and is the incorrup-tible guardian of His truth,hae not escaped the lot of its Master!The worlddoes not change. By the side of the childrenof Godarealways found the fanatics of the great enemy of the human raoe,the followers of him who,rebellious against the Most High fromthebeginning, is called in the Gospel the princeof this world. Andthere lies the reason why this world in opposition to thedivinelaw and to him who presenos that law to it in the nameof Godfeels risingup and revolting within itself, in measurelesspride,aspirit of independenceto which it has no right. Ah!how oftenand often, in times of great disturbance,have the enemiesof theChurch with unspeakable cruelty, with shameless injustice, evi-dently aiming at ihe destruction of all society, bandedtheir hoststogether to overthrow the divine work !
Ifone class of persecution was foundunsuccessful they triedanother. Daring three long centuries the Roman Empire, by theabuse of brutal for^e, strewed all its provinces with the corpses ofour martyrs, and purpledwith their blood each Bod of earthin thissacred city. Then heresy,sometimes masked, sometimes open, hadrecourse tosophisms and to perfidious artifices,in order to destroy

the harmony and break theunity of the Church. Then, likea de-vastating tempest, thebarbarians were let loosefromthenorth,andIdlamism from the south;and behind them everywherewere left
ruinestrewnover the deserts. Thus was transmitted, fromcenturytocentury, the sorrowful inheritance of hatred under whioh theSpoube of Christ was opposed. Then came a Caeearism,as suspi-
cious as it was powerful, jealous of the greatness of others, nomatter how far it had extended its own conquests, and beganaaeries of attacks upon the Church in order that it might lay acowardly handupon herrights and trample her libertiesunder foot.The heart bleeds to see this mother so often afflicted with anguishandinexpressible sorrow. However, triumphing over allobstacles,all violence, and tyranny, she wenton planting more and morewidely her peaceful institutions. She saved from disaster theglorious patrimony of thearts, of history, ofthe sciences,of letters:and by making theSpirit of the Gospelpenetrate deeply through-
out the whole extentof society she created inall its elements Chris-tiancivilisation. To that civilisation the peoples, who have beensubjected to its beneficent influence, owe equity of laws,mildnessof manners,protection for the weak,pity for the poorand the un-fortunate, respect for the rights and for the dignity of allmen,andlikewise, as far as the fluctuation of human affairs will allow, thatpeace in Bocial life which comes from a wise agreement betweenjusticej ustice and liberty.

These Proofs of theIntrinsic Beneficence
of the Church areasbrilliantand sublime ao they have beenlast-ing. Yet,as in the middle ages and in the early centuries, we seethis Church assailed in times more near our own, in some respectsat least, more harshly and more cruelly than ever, Following aseries of well-known historical causes, the pretendedReformationraised, in the sixteenthcentury, the standard of revolt;and, inten-ding to wound the Church toher very heart, it boldly struck at thePapacy. Itbroke the precious bondof the ancientunity of faithand authority which had co often, through theharmoniouspursuitof the same purposes, multiplied ahundredfoldthe power, prestige,and glory of Christian nations, which hadunited all the peoples in
one fold andumler one Shepherd, and it thus introduced into theranks of Christians the fatal principle of disunion.We do not, indeed,mean to assert that from the verybegin-
ning of this movement theobject these 80-called reformershad in
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