
An Explanation.

The Bishops' Committee on Irish Emigration.
The StandingCommittee of the Archbishops and Bishops

of Ireland have just issued an important statement of their
views on the continued exodus of the Irish population— an
exodusby which the country has been robbedof a quarterof a
million of inhabitants within the last ten years and of little
short of four millions within the last fifty years. Providence,
the Bishops maintain, has provided sufficient room for the
Irishpeoplein their own country. 'Ifonly they were employed
in cultivating Irish land and engaged in the manufacturing
and industrial occupations that should find place in every
city, town, and village( f Ireland," and there can be no doubt
that if the old policy, as the Bishop of Riphoe expressed it,
'of denying- Irishmenany share in tin-government of their own
country, except as the instruments of opp'esMon, of depriving
them of higher education, o! taxing them beyond endurance,
in addition to maintaining a ruinous 1mcl system

'
w^redone

away there would bi' no nevel for the sad outflow thit is
draining away the m m'io,)d and worn mhood of the nation.
Independenthowever of the iadic.il cause ot the depopulation
the Bishops issue an earnest and sensible warningas to the
unwisdom on the put ot 'Jie vast majority ot mile (migrants
to the United St iU-s and Can idi in quitting Ireland m the
present condition of the Aineiican 1 lbor market. In the old
days an Irish emigrant t) the Inited States found woik
waiting for him as soon as he stepped ashore, but the Hood of
cheap Continental labour which has pouied into America of
late years has changed all that, and now it is too true, as the
Bishops say, that 'Many young Inshmen are wasting their
lives in idleness, and are diiven to sctk help from public
charity far away from home and relatives, in American towns
and cities. And many fern ile emigrants, too, have learned to
regret that they have abandoned tluir Insh homes, attracted
by some bright vision beyond the Atlantic'

*
The remedy for the present serious state of things to

which the Bishops attach most importance is practinlly an
applicationof the principle of ' the land for the people 'which
had been laid down by the B shop of Uaphoe in tne <=cl\eme
already commentedon in these c himns. 'We ha\e setn with
satisfaction,' they sa^, 'the tltoH* pi ide by the Congested
Districts Board to hive largo ur.i/mg tracts biokcn up and
distributed amongst the tiliers of the soil, and we look to a
wider extension ol the^e opiriti ms as a most effectual means
of stemming the tide ot emigration.1 Other measure-, of
amelioration are also pointed out, such as the promotion of
suitable industries in town and coun'ry, the e-tabhshment of
factories aloiv the numerous rivers ot Ireland,and the dur_\ on
the pait ot all classes of Icp <. pl-j o! piact.c ily eneoui innig
lush n.anuf vCtuu's and i dv tn..- '■>,■ puicliasmg lush-made
goods; but dependence i-> p meip 11/pUec-d on the> pioposul
lor tinowing the 1md more widely open tor settle mtnt by the

In reply toour comments ou the methods aloptedby thepromoters
of the petition to the Right Hon. It. J. Seddon we receivedshortly
before we went to press la«t weeka letter from Mr P. M. Twomey,
Wellington. Itappears that a committee, of which Mr Twomey is
hon. secretary, wad formed Home time ago in Wellington for the
purpose of collecting- subscriptions inaid of theIrish Parliamentary
Fund In this they were highly sueee^ful, receiving1 support
beyond their expectations. Then ie o curred to the committee that
it would be a good thing at the prit-cut juncture to forward a
iequest to Mr Se<!don a-kiug him to nnng the Irish Land Question
but ore the conference of (J> 1 >nial Pr,uners in London. Ac the
limo whs limited it was found impc>sjibl \ to takecjneertelaction
in the various parts of the Colony and ho it was decided to
acquaint the Irishmen in the principal ci ntres with what the
Wellington coun.itte^ wan do ng. The as-i-tint atere ary was
directed to a 'nil a ';opy ot the circular, or rtqui-i ion, to Auckland1,
Chri-t -huroh. and Dunedin. unt to |{t t s,gnaturea to itbut merely
tj show what artio'i wa-> bring taken in Uelliogtfl.ii.
Itwhs iicvor iiitmk'i that it thoulu be published before n.-achnb
Mr Seddon, and ih. lctn'-e H- publication m the Dunedin dai^
p.ip r-, s ii'ieilvseven be'ur^ it appeared in our columns, was the
li1 * It it a 111i^hn ■" r Ludiug. T.iku iutj consideration the
ciiCi vi:ui:iii.is in r Hi>i li the P'iit'in \\a- introduced to the
not cc uJ Uu lu-l.iiivii 'i i) i tdin .Mr '1 wo i.ey and Lis oormittee
must adu.H that out entic-ieni at the tune \\aa jieiftctly justified.
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people. This policy,however, can only be successfully carried
out by adopting theprincipleof compulsory purchase for whichthe Irish members are so stronglycontending; and thatresultwillonlybe achieved when theorganised forces of the country,
Protestant as well as Catholic,have acquired such strengththat itwill beno longer safe for the Governmentto refuse their
just demand.

pelted to receive them. This platform has also been officially
adopted,at ameetingheld last week, by the Dunedin Council
of the Churches, and that body has carried the matter a step
further by indicating the method by which it is ultimately
hoped to induce Parliament to sanction the desiredchange.
The modus operandi is expressed in the followingresolution,
which was proposed by Mr. Gibb and duly adopted by thcCouncil:'That the object of the Council shall be to securcthat the platform adopted by the aboveresolution shallbesub
milledby Parliament to the peopleby way of the referendum.

-
It isno partof our intention to discuss the valueof the

Referendum as apolitical agent. In indifferent matters,and
in mattersof which the averageelector is a competent judge,
its use might, under proper safeguards, provide a valuable
resortboth for the Government and the people. But if there
are any matters that should not be \ submitted to the Referen-
dum, they are precisely those which affect the religious or poli-
tical rights of minorities, and, generally, all questions which
havearoused, or are likely toarouse, strongparty or sectarian
feeling. Thematter was submitted to a Referendum in South
Australia a few years ago and the verdict wasagainst the
Bible lessons. Nevertheless,such a use of the Referendum
wouldopen the gate to wide possibilitiesof persecution. The

education question— or, to speak more correctly, proposed
remedy (or theeducation difficulty— is, to our mind, decidedly
one of the non-submittable subjects. The question of the
Biblein the schools is no trifling problem. Its settlement re-
quires cool heads,a thorough knowledge of the Catholic as
wellas of the non-Catholic side of the case, a spirit of mutual
good-will,anda determination to respect rights of conscience
at allhazards. Given all these conditions,the solution of the
problem is at hand. But,with all due respect for both the
intelligenceand the fair-mindedness of the electors of New
Zealand, wedo not think that all the conditions for a fair and
final settlement of the question by way of Referendumare to
be found in this.Colony at the present time.

How theLord Chief Justice Died.
LordRussell of Killowen, the late Chief Justice'of,Eng-land, who belongedas is wellknown toa family whichhas given

severalgiftedsons and daughteis to the Church, was himself a
man of the most simple faith and deep and earnest piety.
thebiographyrecently publishedby Mr. Barry O'Brien many
interestingexamples are given of the fidelity and fervor with
whichhe attended to his religious duties. On theoccasion of
his very last circuit— little more than a fortnight before his
death

—
happeningto have a free day whileat Carnarvon, he

went in the afternoon to see Carnarvon Castle and later on
paid avisit to the Catholic priest of the district, which is thus
described by the authorof

'
My New Curate' :—:

—
'
A few days ago,' wrote Father Sheehan to Father

Russell, S.J., 'one of our priests was travelling inI,North
Wales, and came across the footsteps of the Lord Chief
Justice. In one case the old priest at Carnarvon;'told,him
with enthusiasm how Lord Russell, a few days before, had
clamberedup tohis eyrie, had asked for Confession, and had
left £2 for the mission. He was at Mass and Holy Com-
munion next morning.' *

The account of theclosing scenes of LordRussell's life,as
given by Mr. O'Brien, is very touching and verycharacteristicof the whole-souled piety of the man. On the Sunday pre-ceding his death he asked to see a priest,and on Monday
made a general Confession to Rev. FatherTyrrell,of Farm
street. After many medical consultations it was decided on
the forenoon of Thursday that Mr. Treves, the famous sur-
geon, shouldperform an operation that evening. At half-past
six LordRussell requested the surgeon to prepare a diagram
showing thenature of the operation. He looked over the dia-
gram with Mr. Treves, asked many questions, tapped the
paper with his glass, as was his wont, and sought all informa-
tion that couldbe given to him. Afterwards he expressed a
wish to receiveExtremeUnction before the operation was per-
formed,and Father Basevi,of the Oratory,came and adminis-
tered the last rites of the Church. The Chief asked Lady
Russell to help him to make the responses, sayinghe felt his
voice very weak. But as a fact he answeredclearlyand dis-
tinctly, and when thepriest toldhim tomake an Act of Contri-
tion he began at once to say aloud the old familiar prayer
whichhe had learned at his mother's knee, "Oh,my God, I
amheartily sorry that Ihave offended Thee, and I detestmy
sins most sincerely because they are displeasing to Thee."

'On Thursday evening the operation was successfully
performed, and the patient seem d to have borne it well.
Throughout the night the Chief reminied in a broken slumber,
half sleeping, half waking. Towards imrning the patient
grew a little more uneasy and restless; yet thire were no
alarming symptoms. Then a change appeared in the face.
The bludows had fallen suddenly, the night was quickly
closing in. The end was near. Ithad come swiftly. And as
the dawn broke, with his wife and children praying by his
side, and onhis lips the words, "

My God, have mercy upon
me," Chides Russell passed away,dying,as he had lived, full
ot courage and full of hope.'
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