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'eo eat what was placed before them,
but the older ones struggled with
their tears at every mouthful, and
the little ones with sleepiness, for
they had been broken of their usual

reat. They were all relisved when
tha doctor finally said - * You are
tired, children, and the bhest thing

for you is to go to bed and sleep.
To-morrow everything will Jook dii-
ferent to you.’

HEeach of the children walked up to
the doctor and his wife, and shaking
hands and bidding them good-might
went to the bed-room prepared for
them

The doctor’'s wife was about to fol-
low them, but her husband called her
back, °‘The more we leave them to
themselvea the sooner Lhey will seom
at home,’ Yor a whila one could
hear the children whispering and
moving about, and then out of the
atillness came the voice of the oldest,
loud and distinct. He prayed de-
voutly the old chudren’s verse: ‘I
am tured, go to rest,” and so forth,
then he conwinued : * Dear God, make
me & good boy, and grant that I
may find my dear papa in heaven '—
he was going to say what he had
been accustomed to pray with his
mother every night. But when it
suddenly occurred to hum that he
now had to find not only his father
but also his mother in heaven, he
hesitated. With faltering wvoice he
repeated : * Grant that [ may find
my dear papa and my dear mamma '
Here he stopped aund suddenly broke
into violent, unrestrainable soblang.
At the same moment the self-coutrol
of the other children gave way, and
for a long time one could hear noth-
ing but the moaning aud sobbing of
the other children

The doctor walked Lo Lhe window
and looked out inlo tho darkness,
while his wife plied her knitting
needlea a8 if her stockings must be
finishad that very might. When all
waa atill in the adjouung room the
doctor beckoned to his wife to go
in with him. A pathetic picture pre-
mented itsel to them. The four elder
children had crawled out of thewr
two beds into one and had fallen as-
leep just as they had clasped zach
other in their grief, with the tears
gtill on their checks. " Poor chil-
dren,” whispercd the doctor. While
he was cautiously separating them
and laying them two by two in thewr
beds, his wife walked to the bed of
the littls one.

She lay with half~open mouth,
breathing sweetly, her flaxen locks
falling over her face, her little clen-
ched fists pressed to her cheeks and
one of her white, round legs stretch-
ed over the bedspread.

*Lock at the dear c¢hild,’ the wife
Whispered to thoe husband. " Conly
there be a more touching picture of
childish innocence.’

She hesitated, 1hen threw her arms

about her hushand's neck, pressed
her check to his and sad  “ If vou
are willing, Albert, I should hike to

keep this child as my own.’
{To ba concluded in our noxti.)
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CANADA —Bishop of Montreal,

Father Shelfhant, C.SS.R., who
has been created Bishop of Montreal,
had to retirs from the Redemptor-
ists to accept the new dignity. Ha
wasd reluctant to do so, but when
Lho order camo from Rome he falt it
was his duty {o Gbey.

ENGI.AND.— Presentations.

King Kdward has sent silver writ-
ing sets to Mgr. Cagiano, the Pope’'s
major domo ; Mgr. Bisleti, master of
the chamber ; and Mgr. Della Chiesa,
deputy Secretary of Stale at the
Vatican,

An Encyclical.

A telegram from Rome to the Lon-
don papers states that the Holy
IFather intends soon to address an
Encyclical to the Catholics of the
English-speaking world.

Bigots Balked.

Tha Court of King’s Bench in Lon-
don &gays the ' Monitor ') has up-
animously upheld the decision of the
Magstrate in Great Marlborough
strect who refused to penalise cer-
tain Jesuit priests simply because
they wore Jesuits and resided in
England. According to the stricts
letter of the law as 1t remains on
the statute book, such Jesuits are
linble to penalty or expulsion. Some
kindly bigots of the Keusit stamp
sgught, to enforee this law, and ap-
plied to & London magistrate, Mr.
Kennedy, to set it in motion, Mr.
Kennedy refused, and the bigots ap-
pealed to King's Banch. The Court
unanimously decided that the Magis-
trate had a discretionary power 1o
say whether or not the law should
be put in operation, and had exer-
cised a valid discretion in refusing
the motion made to him. It 15 ex-
pected that the bigots will try stiil
another method now that this resort
has talled. We {rust they wmay. The
mora hight thrown upon such tyran-
nous and necdless statules, the stron-
ger becomes the ease for their aboli-
tion.

The Priesthood,

The Bishop of Salford points out
with regret, in a pastoral letter, that
from the noblest Catholic families in
tho country to-day, and even from
the next in social rank, there are but)
few aspirants for tha pricsthood.
This he regards as an unhealthy and
somewhat alarming symptom which
is not manifesting itself 11 the Sal-
ford diccese alono. Nor does it
augur well for tho Church’s growth
in England. e says that he often
asks himself whother the lack of vo-
cations to the priesthood at the pre-
sent, day from tho upper and middle
clags Lancashire families is the pen-
alty of worldliness and of the keen
raca for wealth in the parents or
arses from the children themselves,
who, DLrought up in the isdulgence
and effeminacy, are so deveid of
nabits of indusiry, self-denial and
regtraind, or cven of any scrious

purpose in life, that they have not
manly courage to endure the bracing
discipline of college life, or the hero-
ism to devote themselves to God or
the salvation of souls in the priestly
state. The Bishop appeals to Catho-
lic famiiies to ramember their duty
in this matter,

ENGLAND. —A Dispensation.
The Holy Father desiring, that
Catholics throughout the British
Empire might be enabled to partici-
pate more easily in The festivities
that will mark the King’s Corona-
tion has dispensed them from the
law of abstinence on Friday, June

27,  and from the law of
tasting and abstinence on thae
Saturday following, which is the

Vigil of the Feast of SS. Peter and
Paul. But it is the desire of the
Holy Father that they should make
up for this dispensation hy the reci-
tal of certain prayers which are to be
prescribed for them

An Intolerable Strain, -

In a letter to the ‘ Daily Chronicle’
on the Education Question, Father
Dannin, of the Italian Church, Hat~
ton (Garden, says :—' The intolerable
strain which has been upon us ever
since 1870 is to be seen in the fact
that notwithstanding the millions
which Nonconformists have received
out of the rates, for building and
maintaining Board schools, our
Cathelic schools are almost onh a
level with them in the standard of
education given (vide Blue-book).
And if one considers the amount of
money expended on education in both
seta of schools, the standard of effi-
ciency 1is higher in ours than in
theirs *

FRANCE.—Harasslng the Jesuit

The members of the world-famed
Order of St, Ignatius Ioyola (says
the * Catholic Times 'Y must feel
that all their stores of logic are use-
lesa in the presence of the persecut~
ivg spirit of the French Government.,
While they lived together in commu-
nity, it regarded them as dangerous
to the State owing to their sub-
mission {o a foreign rule. In order
to prevent this evil it broke up thein
organisation, and only consented to
regard them as good citizens. Buk
its hatred i3 not yet gatisfied. It
will have the Jesuits neither in com-
munity or out. They might not
teach ecollectively ; they may not
teach individually. The other day at
Marseilles the Public Prosecutor
brought an action against four Jes-
uit Fathers for the heinous erime of
having given lessons in private to
some youths whose parents had de-
sired Jesuit instruction for them.
The magistrata held that Jesuity
had as much right as any other citi-
zens to give private lessons, and dig-
missed the case. Howevar, the Pub-
lic Prosecutor gave notice of appeal,
and no doubt the Government will
furbish up some rusty old legal
enactment by which it may securas
conviction. The incident discloses
the true inwardncss of the ruthless
persecution which has falien on the
French religious Orders. Certainly
wo want no such State control here.
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