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The doctor locked anxiously to the
door to see it the neighbor had re-
turned, suddenly there came o change
over Lhe countenance of the sick one,
A bluish shadow spread itself over
her, but it seemed as 1f he hesitated
became dark. ,

The doctor knew thail the end was
near. Death had 1laid i1ts hand upon
ger, but it seemed as if he hesitated
to seize his victim, so great was her
unwillingness to follow hun. Minute
after minute passed and the wgoins-
ing ‘I cannot die’ still would not
cease.

Perspiration stood upon the doc-
tor's forehead. He had sat by many
a deathbed and witnessed many a
hard parting from this life, but this
surpassed all that he had ever scen
He looked upon the poor woman
whom anxiety for her children would
not permit t¢ die, he locked upon
tha children, who had thrown ihem-
selves upaon the bed in the excess of
their grief, vainly endeavoring to
smother their pitiful weeping 1n the

pillows. His honest face quivered
and struggled, his Dbreast heaved
heavily.

When the excruciating ‘I cannof

die ’ again struck upon his ear, a
firmy determination  lighted up hs
eyes. He bent over the sick one and
whispered a few words to her. She
Buddenly raised herself  up  and
clasped the hands of the doctor.

Surprise, unbelieving wondor, rap-
ture spoke out of her gaze, whila
With wanuing wvoice sho asked : ' All
five 7'

< All five, so help me, God,” he
answered, carnestly and solemnly.

Suddenly the auguish was gone
from her face, and instead an ex-
pression of endless rest, of indescri-
bable peace, spread over it and re-
mained hovering about her hps hike
a smule  (Qently her fingers shipped
into the hand of the doctor.

Come here if you want 1o kiss
vour mother once more,” called the
doctor to the children 4

While the itwo larger hoys, sob-
bing aloud, covercd thewr mother’s
face with kisses, the girl hastily
brought the tevo little ones from
their bed that they mught. take leave
of their dying mother. As the smal-
lest one presscd his rosy wmouth upon
the pale 1ipg of his mother her head
sank back. A soft sigh, a shrill out-
cry from the children, a slight quiver
and all was over. Her hgure exten-
ded ilself for tho lost long sleep

With a goentle pressure the doctor
laid his hand upon her cyes and
beckoned to the ncighbor just enter-
ing : *Take the children out with
you ; their mother has at last found

It was on the noxt day, a holiday
The doctor and s wife were sitting
at tho dinner table The doctor’s
wife was a small, plump woman of
pleasant appearance, 1n spite of her
forty years, with a kindly, motheriy
expression of countenance, such  ad
18 rarcly seen in a childless woman
and one who knew  her well  could
easily see that she was planning
something special to-day However
tidy and tasty her usual dress, sev-
eral gay-colured mbLonsg betrased her
evident desire to please, and though
sho wag never wanting n attention
to her husband, whom she loved with
all her heart 1 spite of s rough
ways, the liveliness with whieh  shie
played about him through the whele
dinner was¢ much more than usual

However, tho doctor appeared 1o
notice nothing of all ts 1le wus
remnarkabiy soher and absent-mnded
and helped himself  silently to the
dishes, which were chosen with spe-
cial regard to his taste 1Te beeame
attontiie for the Nrst time when @
dish of large prunes was hrought
upon the_ table for dessert, which he
could seldom oblain from Ins wfe,
although he was very fond of them.
He cast a searching glance at  her
and a somewhat ironical smile ap-
peared upon his lips. .

“ What does 1t mean, wife ? Speak
it out. What will you have ?°

‘What will I have? How doea
such e thought enter your mind ? '

‘H'm ! I suppose you have put the
Prunes on tho table for no purpose !
And the beautiful red ribbons !
They are indeed very becoming. You
ara always a very pretty wife. Just
tell whatl you wish.”

The doctor's wife turned scarlet.
She had not wished the affair Lo turn
m such a manner., ‘I aid wish to
tulk with you about a little matter,
but not so suddenly.’

“Well, allow yourself time. To-
doy 15 a hohday., People do not likoy
to die on a hehday, as I have al-
ready found out. Well ? It must be
something terribly big that you are
50 nuncommunicative about !

* Yes, but you know, Albert, you
must  let me talk guietly and  you
must fancy yourself 1in the mind of
a woinan.'

“Of my wife, I suppose ? '

‘" And you must not constantly in-
terrupt me. ‘Therefore, now you see
1t will be eighteen years at Christ-
mmas time that we have lived in thig
same house.’

The doctor pushed back his plate,
laid his pipe, which he had been
about to hght on theo table, and
aroge. “If you wish to talk of
moving, L prefer to go away at
once. KEvery word which you should
say about that would bring sorrow
Lo me.’

"Why, T am not even thinking ot
movihg  So please stay.” The doe-
tor's wife held her husband {ast by
the arm., ‘1 only mean that when
one has been 1n the house so many
vears without domng anything to it
it 15 no wonder that it does not look
particularly nmice.’

“ 1t suits me,” said the  docior,
glancing around contentedly.

“Dut 1t would piease you  Detter
i 1t wera oneo put in order, Just
look at the floors. [ take so wmuch
trouhla to Mmeprove their looks, hut
there 18 no color left in the old,
worn-out. boards '

‘Perhaps you wish French floor-

ing 2"’

"1t is nol neeessary to have French
floormg , I would be peifectly satis-
ficd with hard floors !

‘Se? Go oon, then, for you arc
certanly not through yet’

"The old smoky wall papers must
go at the same time and also  the
oli-fashioned curtamns Who uses
purpla  curtamns nowadayg ? Wo
could try jute curtams 1f vou objec-
ted to white oney ”

*Then T suppose we would huy
new farniture 2
*Only for the parlor We would

taha the old furniture cut of that -
to the room next the sitting-roomn
Your apparatus, which stands
there now, can casily ha put  some-
whera else and wo  would have n
charming room.’

“And tho money for all these
plana 2

‘Now, Albert, bo reasonable for
once. I know that, although iou

taka care of halt the town for noth-
ing, w¥ou lay¥ by a handsome sum
every vear. DBut for whom are vou
aaving 1t 7 We havo no children '—
A aigh accompanied  these words—
"alsno no  near relatives ‘Bo we
shonld spend somothing once v a
wihnly for ourselves.”

The doctor took a couple of long
ulls at s pipe ‘You used  to
think a pood manv times of adopt-
i g chald ? ' sa1d the doctor

" Yes, indeed, T have thought of i,
bitt. you hnow how 1t always 1. Wae

could never find a child well devel-
apeidl mentally and bodily  without
having a whole fram of greedy  rola-

tives hangimg ahout How olten wa
havo fricd 1t And do you know, I
am truly elad 1L was pever accon-

plished Tt s alwnvs a venturesome
thing (o 1ake o stirange chilkl,  One
never hnows what 1s o hm And
tho mgratitude  one pecerves  from
atranga cluldren ! The [iwendship ono
hestows upon  them they take  as
thewr nightful  portion.  Whaile  thev
ara small thev  canse nething  hat

trouble and vesation, and when they
are grown up and need us no more,

it suddenly occurs to them that they
are not our children. WNo, no, Al-
bert, it is better as it is.’

The doctor looked thoughtful a
few moments, then said :

*And I had the intention this very
day of asking you to take not only
one child, but five.”

" Five chiddrent.’ ‘The doctor’a
wife sank back in her armchair with
such a dejected countenance that her
husband hastened to add : ‘ Now,
now, I do not of course mean for
ever , 1t would be for only a few
days You know that poor Mrs.
L_Iosback died yesterday,’ he con-
tinued, after a pause, as his wife
still remained speechless. ' Her chil-
dren have no one to take them.’

*Does not the city have to care
for them ? * asked the dootor’s wife,
quietly.

‘ They will, I supposs, but thab
can’t be done so quickly. The polica
would first of all take care of the
children.’

" Can thoy not stay with the neigh=
bor's wife of whom you apoke ? *

She has geven children of her own.*

" But I should have no place for so
many.’

* You might perhaps use the room
next. the sitting-room. The few ap-
paratus ot mine '—tha doctor could
not repress a somewhat malicioua
wink--* are easily put away.

‘ But five beds cannot ba put in
thers.’

‘' Two beds and a crib for the little
ones would ba enough. The children
are accustomed to sleep by twos.’

* But the immense amount of work!
Stina will refuse it.’

‘ Stina. will be reasonable when T
talk with her. If she is not ready,
Augusta, the cabinet maker's daugh-
ter from across the streest, can help
me. Her mother asked for work for
her to-day.’

‘How long will the children stay?’

‘T cannot tell just exactly myself.
Not longer than a week.'

‘And 1 hoped to have the house
all remodeled by Christmas.’

‘' Now, my dear wife, since Wa hava
heen so happy for such a long timae
in tha old house, won’t it do for a
couple of weeka longer 7° He looked
50 lovingly at her that she yielded
and asked ' ‘ When, then shall the
children come 7°*

‘ To-morrow afternoon after the
hurial The neighbor promised to
take care of them until then. But
now I must go. It i1s high time.’

Tho doctor took his hat and cana
and [eft hia wife 1n a very mixed
statn of mind.

The conversation which she had
planned and arranged so carefully
had ended in an entirely unexpected
way

*

Tha doctor's wifo looked for the
conung of the children the next day
with anxioua suspense. How will
they behave ? Will sho take a fancy
to them 7

There they stood in the door al-
ready, huddled together in a little
bunch, hike a handful of snowflakes

which the storm had cast away,

The three largest, a boy of nine,
annther of seven, and a six yvear old
hefore them stood the two youngest,
gul formed the hackground, while
a phanp smiling Httle fellow of three
und a rosy two-vear-old girl. The
two clung timidly to the folds of
their sister’a dress, from which their
bright evea lonked out half shyly
and half questioningly,

Thao doctor’s wifo glanced hurriedly
at the group and then breathed a
sieh of relef. They were not crip-
pled, neglected children, as she had
Ll expected, but the tastily-dressed
and well-bred children of an intelli-
gent, family, who showed none of
thut, awkwardness in their looks and
manners which make the children of
tha poor appear so unattractive.

The conversation did not go on
vory well.  The childron answered all
questions willingly, but one could see
how sorroscful they were at hearl?
and there was not much change at
supper oven wilh the doctor, whom
they kbew telter, The children tried
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