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Presentation to Father O’Donnell,
Queenstown,

o
>

Iy consequence of the ill-health of the Rav, Father J. 0'Donnell
and of hia projected departure from the district for a well-earned
holiday for the purpose of recruiting his henlth (says the Lake
Wakatsp Mail), his parishioners made the ocoasion one in which to
show their esteem for their worthy pastor and their appreciation of
the good work he has done in the parich  Ta this end a movement
was Bet on foot to tender him a fitting farewell, The matter was
taken np with the heartiness that always characterises any and all
efforts of our Catholic frienda. The farewell, which came off on
Thursday evening in the Garrison Hall, took the shape of & sccial,
combined with the presentation of an address and purse of sover-
eigns, There were only four days in which to get up the whols
function, and the ppontaneity with which sach member of the con-
gregation worked was ecxceedingly creditable. The social com-
menced at 8 pm,, and in Jese than half an hour the Garrison Hall
was very comfortably filled with people from all parts of the dis-
trict, The hall was gaily decorated for the occasion,

About an hour after commencing the presentation of the
address and purse of savereigns claimed the attention of the
assemblage. The Rev, Father O'Donnell, accompanied by represen-
tatives of the Catholic Church from all parts of the distriot, took
up a position on the stage, when Mr J, Black read the address, which
wan in part a8 follows :—

* Dear Rev, Father—With very sincers regret your people have
learnt that they are deprived for awhile of your helpful presence
snd your devoted ministrations and untiring Jabors, The result of
your zeal in the service of your Divine Master, and your well-known
devotion to the spiritual and temporal welfare of your flock have in
all human probability accelerated, if not caused, the indisposition
that renders it neceseary for you to leave us for a short time, in
order to take a much-needed holiday, and thos to regain, with God’s
help, your former health and vigor, With pride and pleasure, we
note the rapid etrides made by our Mother Church in the district
under your guiding infinence since your arrival in the Wakatipu
some five or six years ago. The beautiful chzrch of 8t, Joseph in
this town—elegant alike in design and proportion—the erection of
which the people of the sister parish in Arrowtown tock so great
an interest, and rendered such valusble assistance, and of which all
are now &o justly proud ; the recently repaired church of $t, Patrick
at Arrow ; the church of Bt. Bridget, Iately opened at Cardrona ;
and last, but certainly of paramount importance to our own town
and district, the foundation of the School of Art in our midst—an
idea all your own-—destined, we hope, when fully understeod and
realised, to prodmce great and lasting results for Queenstown ; these,
We Bay, are monuments to your unbounded zeal, your self-sacrifice,
snd your unwearied energy. These qualities, joined to the warw-
hearted generosity of the Irish sopgarth, have endeared you to your
flock, aye, and beyoud the eircle of your own eo-religionists you are
revered and respected as & kindly, liberal-minded man and & good
oitizen, In conclusion we wish yon a pleasant holiday, and we
trust that you may return to the Wakatipu fully restored ta health.
Finally, we would aak you to accept the accompanying sum offered
with the love and gratitude of your devoted people, together with
the respect and esteem of your non-Catholic friends.’

The address was signed on behalf of the parishioners of the
varions districts ags follows : Queenstown.—F, M‘Bride, J. Black,
P, M‘Carthy, J. M‘Chesney, J. M'Mullan, C, E, Gudgeon. Arrow-
town,—R. Cotter, P. Butel, P. Kerin, T. M‘Donuel], T. M<Intyre,
Garston.—A. M‘Caughan, P, M'Newee, T, Muirhead, P. M‘Guirk,
Cardrona.—A, Lafranchi, G. Hayes, T, Eoright, Nokomai.—D. A,
Cameron. Glenorchy —C, E. E Waller.

Mr Black then handed the purse of sovereigns and address over
to Mr F. M‘Bride, as the oldest member of the congregation, for pre-
sentation to the Rev, Father O'Donnell, Before making the
presentation Mr M'Bride expressed the hope that the hotiday Father
O'Donnell was about to take wonld greatly benefit hirm in healch
and that he would come hack a new man. The presentation of the
beantiful address and purese of 77 soversigns and the large number
present to witness same showed that they were very proud of theic
priest, and he was sure that their priest was very proud of them.

The Rev, Father O'Donaell, in replying, said he wished to thenk
them from the bottom of his heart for their present and for the
way they had attended to bid him farewell, As Mr M‘Bride stated,
he felt justly proud of them, This warmhearted feeling had
existed ever since he made their acquaintance, He hoped that
Almighty God would rescore him to health and strength so that
they might welcome him back to Wakatipn once more. The Waka-
tipn was the first place in his affections since he left Ireland. He
oould not ray too much regarding the kindpess extended to him
singe he came to the district, Continuning he said: ‘I have heen
here now nearly six years, and I do say, that a more respectful, a
more generoug, or a more solidly pious peopls, than the Catholic
people of the Wakatipu, cannot be found in the whole diccese of
Dupedin. It would be simply impossible for one not to feel alated
st the thonght of receiving a testimonial from sueh a people, and
because that it is abeolutely spontaneous, and that it comes at a
moment of weak health, itis doubly dear and fascinating to me.
You make reference to the strider mads by the Church iu the
Wakatipu under my guiding influence, and you remind me of the
building of 8t, Joseph's Church, Queenstown, of the repairing of
Bt, Patrick's, Arrowtown, and of St, Bridget's, Cardrona, Well,
allow me to say, just in a few words, that any suocess achieved in
the way of church building was more the result of your ewn
generosity than of any efforts of mine. You have contributed for
thia purpose in the Wakatipu since my arrival amongst you
romething like #£3000, & marvellous sum, when we remem-
ber that the entire Catholic population im only about 600
souls, You give me oredit for one thing, which I gratefuliy
acknowledge, and that is the founding of the School of Art, This

work cost & great deal of thought and anxiety. Itis not founded
for Catholios only, nor for Presbyterians, nor for Anglicans, nor for
Engiish, nor Seoteh nor Irish, it is founded for the whole people of
Queenstawn, And I hope they will take advantege of the oppor-
tunities afforded them.

There is one thing stated in your eddress, and it embarrasses
me not & little, and that is, whera you may my warm-hearted
generority hag endearcd me not only to my own flock, but slso to
my non-Cathelic neighbors.  Well, if I am possessed of those
qualities, I have to remind you that they are characteristic of the
Irish tace ta which I belong, and henoce I eannot personally claim
any merit for them, _Anyway, they are gifts for which the whole
people of the Wakatipu are remarkabie, and it is only natural that
I should follow suit. It is of the ubmost satisfaction to me to
know that I have the good-will and estesm of the non-Catholica of
the district, It shows that we in the Wakatipu know how to
respect one another's conscientious convictiong—a state of things in
which we all should feel & pardonable pride, Well, now, how ean
I thank you sufficiently for this most besutifnl address, and for
your money gift? The former shall always have a place of honor
in my house, and as to the latter, I know I am giving expression to
6 veritable fact when 1 say that the form of thanks most appre-
cinted by you is to nssure yon that this money shall be expended by
me in the endeavor to regain health and strength. On my return I
bope to find you all in gocd bealth and strength and apirits, and
when re-united we shall in the future, ss in the past, work in
harmony—we shall work might and main, weekday and Sunday, in
season and out of season, and become, as it were, & tower of
strength, for the good of the Church as well as for the advance-
ment of the temporal interests of the district.'

Rev. Father u'Malley, who has taken Father O’Donnel]'s place
during the latter's absence, gave a brief address, in the conrse of
which he said that the presentations made to their pastor by his
people showed the esteem in which he was held. The work done by
Father O'Donnell since he came to the district could not be sur-
passed in the diozess or even in the whole of New Zealand.

GREYTOWN,.

One of the best entertainments ever given in the Wairarapa
was the verdict passed on that which took place in the Palace Hall,
Greytown, on Wednesday night of last week in aid of the funds of
the local Catholic Church. This (says the Wairarapa Lacder) in
the firat call the Catholics of Greytown have made upon the publis,
and the latter certainly responded most liberally, the whols of the
seating accommodation of the Palace Hall, and no inconsiderable
part of the standing room, being occupied. The Very Rev. Dean
McKenna and the Rev, Father Cahili were in attendance ; there
were numercus visitora from all parts, and performers were present
from Wellington, Featherston, Martinnorough, Maaterton, Wood-
ville, and Carterton,

The programme opened with o fantasia of American airg, ably
played by Miss Eccleton. ‘The Yeoman’s wedding,’ was given by
Mr Curtayue, whose baritone voice found excellent scope in the ren-
dering. Greytown is eerlainly fortunate in possessing a voice of such
calibre as that of Misa Annie Gallagher, ‘O, Divine Redeemer,' ag
sung by this lady, revealed what might perhaps currectly be
termed a m-zzo contralto, although the upper notes were of an
exquisite soprane quality, The singer was encored in an impera-
tive manner, and responded by repesting the last verse. * Come
back to Erin ' as sung by Miss Moguire, appealed to the andience
as it has to thousands of audiences befors, and the hall rang again
with the plaudits which enforced the re-appearance of the iady,
who this time sang * The Carnival.” ‘The prommse of life,' found #
capable inteipreter in Mies Twohill. The recall elicited that
quaintly cheertul ditty ‘Tit for Tat,” sung with much archness by
the lady. The trinmphant swing of the baritone song, * Queen of
tha earth, was supplied by Mr Horushy, who gave as an encore
‘Father O'Flynn.' The next item, wholly unexpected aa it wag,
took the house by storm. It was supplied by little Kathleen
Twohill, a sedate lady of about four years, who, fond-
ling & doll as large as herself, lifted vp her childish
treble in the melodious injunction that it was ‘ Past eight o'clock,’
An encore induced the wee dot to sing some nureery rhymes, Yet
another infant prodigy was furzished in little Alma Fuller, wha
recited ' Papa’s letter” in a way that suggested preat histrionio
possibilities in the future, One of the nleasing feature of the
entertainment was a vocal duet by the Misses Hall and Eva Card,
entitled ‘ Gathering flowers,’ the voices blending musically through-
cnt, Ahumorous dialegue, in which an anxious mother (Miss
Lucy Apora) secks theadvice of a medical gentleman (Miss F, Low),
convuised the andience with laughter. An admirably executed
eailor'as hornpipe by Mr Samuels elicited o deserved encore. Cap-
terton had the credit of supplying the next item, which cosnisted
of a Scottieh reel by Masters J. Lawrence, Q. Johnsten, H,
Kitchen, F, Deller, T. Skelley, W. Manxfeld, C. Whyte, and N, Arm-
strong, who were arrayed in full Highland costume. If this item
wad purely Sccitish, the next (and last) was unmistakably frish in
all its essentials, The little Misses Kitty and Norah O'Leary,
Maggie Collins, Maria Savuge, Nellie Coyle, Mary Coyle, Gertia
Colher, and Ruby Chapmun, all of Masterton, and, habited in the
immortal green, tripped on to the atage and danced an Irish jig,
The bulk of the task of accompanying the singers fell to Miss
Eccleton, She was assisted by Mrs J. W. Card, Mus Twohili, Misa
Smith, and Mr Maguire,

In an interval the Rev. Father Cahill thanked the andience for
their presence, the performers, wha had attended, in sowme cases, ab
personal inconvenience, and the ladiers who had provided a boun-
tecus spread of good things,

Upon the whole, the Cathotivs of Greytown have reason to ba
proud of their fizst entertainment, and no small amount of eredit;
for the succesaful issua is duc to the joint secretaries, Misy Slattery
and Mr M, D, O'Connor.
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