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1353 It had been almost forgotten when it was taken out of
its reliquary in 1898, on the occasion of an Exhibition of Sacred
Art. The outlines of a human form, seen®from the front and
behind, are distinguishable on it, and on the occasion of the
exhihition just relerred to it was noticed that the images were,
so to speak, negatives. The assertion led toa great deal of
controversy. Some people contended that these extraordinary
images were supernatural, while others declared they were
nothing but common paintings dating from 13353, It was
carefully photographed, and from Lhese photographs M. Paul
Vignon, Boctor of Science, and M. Corson, assistant professor
at the Polytechnic School for Government Engineers and
Artillery Officers have made a very careful and therough study
of the subject. The result of these researches was embodied
in a ‘communication’ prepared by M. Vignon and presented
at the last meeting of the Academy of Science, held at Paris,
on April 21, by Professor Yves Delage, the well-known
Zoological Professor at the Sorbonne,

*

The eommunication first dealt with the nature of this
remarkable imprint and with the incidenta! facts that had been
ascertained regarding it. The researches, Professor Delage
stated, go to show that the imprint on the shroud may be
accurately described as a fnatural photograph ' of the body
which was wrapped in it. The negative taken of the shroud
four years ago, on being developed, showed the exact positive
tmage of a corpse. The unavoidable inference was that the
marks on the shroud were themselves a negative imprint.  As
it had been suggested that they might have been common
paintings transformed later on into negatives by a chemical
action, he demonstrated that that was impossible. The com-
munication to the Academy proceeds as follows : < Moreover,
the images are infinitely superior from the anatomical point of
view to anything that could have been produced in the Middie
Ages, and they correspond to all the geometrical conditions of
the marks. They consequently do not constitute a pictorial
work, The winding-sheet has really preserved the marks of
a body which bore the stigmata, or marks, of astonishing
realism.’

It was further demonstrated by the photographs of the
shroud that the body of the man buried in that shroud had
worn a ctown of thorns placed far back on the head. On the
upper part of the forehead blood had flowed from several
wounds, and tricked slowly down in a furrow to the eyebrow,
where it had coagulated. The drops of blood were of the
natural spherical shape, and not conventionally designed in the
form of tears. Another photograph shows the traces of the
scourging. The whips found at Pompeii would have produced
wounds and lacerations of the form found on the shroud. The
mark of the lance is there, and also the mark of the mlils
driven, not through the hands, as thev are generally represented
in pictures and on crucifixes, but through the wrists. The
weight of the body, it was pomted out, would in most cases
tear the hand,

*

The problem which the scientists then set themselves was,
to find a theory which would explain how such an image could
be produced on linen by natural cau-es, and with this purpose
in view the two investigators cairled out a somewhat liborate
series of expeniments,  As a result, Dr. Vignon dound that a
corpse shortly after death emits ammomacat va ors, and that
the latter reacted chemically upon eil mixed with essence of
aloes, the substance with which the <hroud ot € hrist iz recorded
to have been impregnatcd. 1, Vignon proved that a hnen
sheet smearcd wab this o1l will reproduce with the exactness of
a photograph the imprint of a body giving cut the ammonia-
cal vapors, which pamanently dye the hinen a reddish brown.
Proceeding, the writer of the paper mamtains that there is a
remarkable sercement with the historic clicumstances of the
burial. It was necessary the body shouid be enher washed,
anointed, or hound 1n winding sheets, and a perusal of the
original text of the Gospel will show that it was thus.  Funally,
it was also necessary that the bedy should not have remained
in the shroud suftiviently long for it to decompose.  Kveryone,
no matter what may be his retigious opinion, says the commu-
nication, knows that on Faster Sunday the tomb was empty.
The theory thus advanced has been practically accepted by no
less an authetity than the Lowref.  After d-scubing in preat
detail the exict chamical action which would take place in-uch
a case, the Lawece!, as quoted by tte Oraygo Dadly Times cor-
respondent, remarks: ¢ The actien by which, therelore, the
image of the dead Chist was recondad on the cloth would
appear to be due to chemical dhange rether than to the cifict
of Dieght,  On this explwation an oxa Cimage, even to mmute
details, such as wounds produced Ly the thoems and marks of
the blood drops and of Hageliation by whips of a ddfinite hind,
is not by any mears boyond te Louwr &+ of probatihity.”

*

If this theory should come to be Tullv e-tablished 1t s
indeed, as the Laucet points out, “an intenczely remaloible and
interesting instance of the hwht wiuch the very tmest develop-
ments of scientific rescarch may throw on ttadiions and con-

troversial matters in history.! Although the Academy of
Science made no response to Dr. Delage’s proposition to send
acommittee to Turin to pursue a supplementary inquiry it is
not at all likely that the question will be allowed to remain
where it is, Further, investigation and experiment are sure
follow, and the indications are that the final result will be to
establish the authenticity of the sacred image beyond the
doubt or question of even the most hardened sceptic.

A Protestant Protest Against Divorce.

Even the Protestanis, who do not usually worry themselves
very much-—at least in any practical way-—about the terrible
evil, have become alarmed at the state of things disclosed by
recent statistics in some of the Australian colonies and at the
very serious proposals which are now being submitted to the
Federal Parliament as the outcome of the prevailing lax notions
regarding the sanctity of the marriage tie. In New Zealand
things are bad encugh. By the Divorce Act of 1898 a divorce
can now be obtained in this Colony by either party to a
marriage on the ground of desertion by the other party for five
years, or habitual drunkenness for four years, or imprisonment
for seven years. But in the new Federal Divorce Bill now
before the Federal Senate it is proposed so far as theCommon -
wealth is concerned to throw the door more widely open. [f
this Bill becomes law a divorce will be obtainable throughout
the Commonwealth on the ground of desertion for only three
years or fer habitual drunkenness (ne period defiredy or for
aggregate imprisonment for only three years, Such legislation
strikes at the very foundation “of the stability of married life
and is indeed a standing invitation to martied couples to have
their unions dissolved on the slightest possible pretext. Under
such a law all that a discontented party has to do is to skip
away for three years or take to drink and the other party has
at once the right to demand a divorce and can if necessary be
easily provoked into exercising that right, This opens up
possibilities that no one who has any regard for the interests of
decency or social morality can view without grave concern and
it is little wonder that thoughtful members of the community
Are Up in arms against the proposal to establish such legislation
throughout the great Commonwealth.

x*

The concern felt by Protestant members of the community
has on this occasion taken practical shape in the preparation
of a circular and petition which are being distributed and
signed at the doors of ali the Protestant churches, with the ex-
ception of the Wesleyans, the members of this latter body
having for some reason or other refused te enter their protest
against the Bil. The circular which is being distnbuted,
stating the grounds of the petition, is as follows :—

_Federal Divorce Bill now before the Federal Senate.—Why every
citizen should oppose it, 1, The welfare of the State depends upon
the sanctity of the family relations, 2. The civil law shouid, there.
fore, be kept as cluge as posaible to the law of Christ, 3. This Bill
allows re-marciage for the following causes ~— (1) Desertion for
three years; (2) Hahitnal drunkenness; (3) Imprizonment in the
argregate for three years; () Hepeated crucity during one year,
The taw of Chri-t does not. 4, Judicial separation can always be
grant d witheut the right of re-marrirge. . The Christian law
recuree the greatost happinesa of the greatest number. G Cases of
hardship should be relicved, but not 8o as to injure the whola of the
sommunity. 7 By making divorce easy, you aggravale the vary
evil you scek to alleviate, {JTudges on the Bench have repeatedly
Lestified to this. Ststisties prove it) 8. Once beyin to relax and
Yuu vpen & door that cannot be closed. 9. Therefore, instead of re-
luximg the marriage laws, the State should protect the family,
punish severely all transgreesion, and as-ist the injured. N, B~
Divorce is often pno punishment to the wrongdoer., but a relief,
10 Finally. it is not just to bring down the heher standard of four
States (WA 8. A, {, and Tasmania) to ihe lower level of two
(N.5.W. avd Victora),

COMPATZATIVE STATISTICS.

Stricter Laws,
Divorees in proportion
{0 marringes,

Canadsa 1 in 2500
Urited Kingdom 1 in 90»
Western Australia 1in 555
Queenaland .. 1 im 435
south Australia 1in 400

Laxer Laws,
Divorees in pr portion
LU marriages,
Victarig . 1 in 7t
Nuw Bouth Walea 1 in 36
Legiatation is proposed for the whole Commonwealth cn similar
lites, ageinst whick YOU are asked to POTHET,
Comwment—Increga-e the facilities for diveree and you increass
the dewnnd.
‘Tiow oft
TEo eight of muans to do 111 deeds makes {11 deeds done,’

»*

Circulars and petitions are good in threir way and we ear-
restly hope that thes dfort to deleat such retrograde legislation
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