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apply, but the motive was to cunfer honor, anl bestow nn adequate
token of nstional gratitmde. The magnituds of it should be
measured by what the recipient hias done, and not by what he may
do in the fature. In facl, Parlinment has besn committed 1o n e
pledge to pive Lord Kitchenor more by and by, wben he shall
kave performed some further signil services, anl in ecffect he has
been paid only an in~talment of what 18 due to him. Some sueh
reasoning as this might posahly hava ccoarioned opposition to tha
grant, though we hardly suppose it did,  We put it forward merely
for the purpose of showing thau the proposal was susceptible of
more than the cne interpretation, and that in poi: t of fact, when
analysed, it amonnted to the very comwmon but illogiesl action of
& parent who says to his offspring : ‘ There, you bave been o very
good child, and here is sixpence for you ; if you ure alsu very good
to-morrow, I may give you another sixpence.” It would seem that
thus taking a mortgage on future good tehaviour is not confined to
doting parents, but may be found alsa amony rminent politicians,
»

It may ba interesting at this stage Lo compare the grant to
Lord Kitchener with some previously given as rewards for military
achievements, The victories of Dlenheim and Ramilies cost the
country subsequently pearly a million sterling, The Duke of
Mariborough reeeived in 1707 a pension of £4000 a yesr, and it
wag paid uatil about 17 years ago, when it was commuted by a
single payment of £107.800, Bexides this the (fovernment pur-
chasod Blenbeim, and the present Duke of Marlborough lives in it
st thie day. Admiral Rodney sank seven Spanish ships and
relieved Gibraltar lees than 120 years ngo, and was given £2000 a
year for life. But on his death, nine years afterwards, the pension
wab made perpetual, Lord Raglun, who distinguished himself in
the Crimea, received a pension whioh hae been paid to hia suooesgors,
but is terminable on the death of the presont peer. The total sum
80 paid is mot less than £100,000, After Nelson won the battle of
Trafalgar, a grateful nation awarded £5000 a vear to all the Lord
Nelsona for ever ; so that about £500,000 has been the cost Lo date
of the great naval victary. The Duke of Wellinston received a
large grant and an anpmwty which was fo terminate with the death
of the third holder of the title. Lord Napier of Magdalu, for the
almost bloodlesa and thort, though mevertheless extremely ardauvus,
campaign in Abyssinia, received a pension of £2000 a year, which
wab to continue to his beir. Nor must mention bs omitted of the
large aggregate sums paid in pemsions to officers and men who

completed their term of service. Too often the rank and
fila, who are mnot less necessary than the commander, are
left to pine in nevlect in their old age, A gratuity

is to be made to every man who was engaged in Sonth Afriea, bot
whether this will be the sole expression of the nation's graticnde
remains to be szen,

DlOCE_SE CF DUNEDIN.

His Lordship Bishop Verdun hne aypsintd the Rev. Father
Delavey. of Oamara, to Tluly Cri~s Culicge. Mosgiel. The Hev,
Father O'Réilly, of South Darelis, hs tuhen Father Delaney's
place at Oamaru, .

On Tuesday evening the members of 5t Joeeph's Club (26 ladies
and 26 gentlemen) mit a similar runber 1o m St, Patrick’s (lub
in a tournament at St, Jos-ph's Tlall, wlen a very pleasant time
was epent. Tne hom: club were ceclared the winners aiter a very
keen contest. 1t is intended to pive tue jo eowan opportunity of
regaining their jaurcla lat-r on 1n the sca-on, A speecial propramme,
congisting of various games ani mosenl itema, i< being prepard
for the meeting of Jaly 11 of the »t, Joreph s Civb, The wmatier
is in the hands of & commit's consis tog of Messrs J, McKeanuh,
J. I, Brown, and A. J Suliivan,

The devotion «f the For'y Mours’ Adr.tion was Yezun in the
Charch of the Sacred H art, North-Yust Valliy, on Feiday morn iog,
when the Rev. Fatter Mu.pry, Adm, ecl-brated the Mars of Expo-
gition. On Baturday morning Fatber Murphy was also the «ele-
brant of the Masa, B'o°t instractions were given at both Masses,
and aleo at the devotiona in the eve:ings  His Lordship Bishop
Verdon presd-d au the Mams of Dvpow ism on Sundoy. of which
Father Murphy was the celeirart  His Lordehip, why | reashed on
devotion to the Blewsed Bacrament, made appropriate refoerence to
the preclamati n of pesew, uwud spuke feeiingly with regard to
those of the faith who had died 1 Sonth Alriea. s Lordebip
gpoke in eimilnt terme st the ball-past sove: o'cleck Mass at ot
Joseph's Onthedral. ]

An ‘ Lvening with Anthors” was the ~ubj ¢t of a lecture given
by MrJ, F, M. Fraser at the weckly meeting of the South Dandin
Catholie Literary and Sccial Club on Munday jast G he president
(Rev. Father Coffey) occupied the chair, and thers was a large
atvendance of members and lady friends, The lecturer en*ertni..ed
his audience for over an bour, introlucing a number of extracts
irom books of a very humorous character. Mr Fraxer was loudly
applanded at the conclusion of his interesting address, and a hearty
vote of thanks was accord d him on the molivn of Mesars I, W,
Petre and D. McCOurdy. The Rev Father Coffey, in conveying the
vote of thanks, expresved his plenkure at M s rasr's preeuce that
evening, and also for the kindly ipterest tuken by tisat genticman
in the club sirce its institution., Songs wers nicely rendered by
Mesars Fotterell and Fo-ter,

GEO. T. WHITE

LATEST NOVELTIES AT LOWEST PRICES

At Vespers at St. Joseph's Cathedral on Sunday the Rev. Father
Murphy, Adm , preached the rermon, taking for his text * Peace he
to yon ' (Bt Johm, xx,19). The rev. preacher, after speaking of
the blessings which peace brought to the world, and the horrovs
which foilowed in the train of war, referred to those of the Catholic
faith who had fallen on the battiefield, und exhorted the eongrega-
tion not to forget to pray for them during the Holy Sacrifice of the
Maee, They should retern thanks to God for the cesumtion of
hostilities, and pray for the welfare of the King, Althongh they
were far away from the heart of the Empire, ntili it waas not diffioult
to see that the influenne of his Majesty was on the side of peace,
They should pray that God would prolrng the King's reign and
give bim long years so that be might live to see all his snbjects
around bis throne, and, if the necessity aroee, ready to defend it,
Father Murphy vhen went on to #ay that sin was the cause of war,
showed the necessity of doinx penance, and exhorted the congraga-
tion to give thanks to God for the blessings conferred upon them,
and to offur their Holy Communion with that intention. It wag &
fallacy to suppose that victory was theresult of conrage or bravery,
88 it came {rom Ged, and to Him they should give thanks for it,
After the ‘O SBalutaris,’ hi: Lordship the Bishop intoned the
‘Te Deum,’ which was then taken up by choir, who rendered it in a
finisked manner. There was 2 crowded aongregation present,

THE MORAL ASPECT OF
GRANIOTOMY,
-—-—‘_.__,__

Tug] following letter by ‘A Catholic Priest,' which appesred in
Monday's isene of the Otago Deily Times, 1. Jhe above subject, is
well worth eareful perusal by our readers ;—

‘With your permission I should like to reply to your gnh.
leader of Baturdny on the enbject of cranictomy on a living child,
AL the outeet, I thank you for the acknowledgment, *that the
subject, though delicate, has been treated with marked good taste,'
This is as it should be, o8 the objset is not to overcome an adversary
in controveray : it is of higher nature~-it is to arrive at an undes-
standing of what the moral law teaches and expects ua to follow in
such a case,

Your statement, ‘tbat the teaching of the Catholic Chureh on
this matter is repugnant and ehoeking to a large number—probably
an overwhelining mujority of the people in this district’is no
arpument for or against tho lawfulpess of the act, Truth ia not
unfrequently shocking and repugnunt to a large sumber of people.
Especially is this so when there is guestion of moral and divine
truth, Yet the fact that it shocks a large number makes it ng lesa
true. We have an infinite number of examples of how the muiti-
tude were shocked at.

Christ’s Teaching,

yet His teaching was no less true. But does the teaching of the
Church in this respect shock a good many—*the overwhelming
majority'!  Your writer says it does, I am inelized to the opinion
that the great majority of the thinking pablic feel gnite the con-
trary, and are glad to find that the Church has the moral conrsge
to uphold the moral and divine law in this respeat, I respectfully
differ with your writer in the case, and state at the same time
that I am in a fair pceition to know how the general public feel on
the mattr. Your statement or suggestion *that craniotomy on a
living ehild is lawful’ because the Criminal Code does not punish a
doctor when he performs it in gocd faith is altogether begide the
question, The Criminal Code is surely not the standard of our
moral actions. The Criminsl Code is not one and the sgme thing
54 the Divine moral code, Were this 8o an set which is considered
lawful at one time would be unlawful at another Lime ; also, an act
which is permitted by the Criminal Cade, or not punished by it in
one country, is not permitted but severely punished in a different
country at the same time, We counld not have a better example
of this than the cuse wo are discussing, I am informed that at the
presnt iime, according to the American Criminal Code, nt leant
ibree doctors must pronousce in favor of cranictomy before the
dootor who performs it 18 safe from procesution, whereas in this
country one dnctor can perform it even without consultation, 1
myself bave known of more than one case in which this happened,
therefore we see that what is criminal in America is not eriminal
here. and were the Criminal Code et up 88 the guoide to the
morality of an ant we would be reduced to the absurduy of having
to believe
That the Griat Lawgiver

laid down one moral standard for New Zealanders, and another, and
ag we have reen, an altogether more strict, moral standard for
Americans, I may point oat that the Criminal Code of this
country createsits own ‘human being.' and then lays down the
liw r garding that ‘ human beirg.”  According to it *the child ia g
huwman being.” only when it has completely proceeded in a living
stute from the body of ite mother! According to our law, then, &
chid only becomes and ia to be regarded a3 a *human being’ when
i is born, but vot before. It is evident that this definition of &
‘butnan buing ' (vs many otber definitions in the Criminal Cude) ia
nade for the oceseivn with little or no relation to the intrinsio
truth. Towever, I may argue that did the Lepislature admit,
what i vertainly a fact sdmitted by ali Christian seientiste, that
the (lihi s a human being, not merely when it proceeds in a living
stuie from it mother's body, bus lory before there is any gquestion
of birth, it would have acknowledged ite rights sa a human being—
fis«t amongst which is the right to live, and therefore would bave
maee 1t cqually eriminal to interfers with 1ta lite before as sfter
fta buth. The Criminal Code, therefors, iustead of being agaiost
hig is n reslly with me inmy contention that it is unlawful to
Cestroy Ly auy means or for any reason the life of an unborn
buman be:ng. 1t iz the union of the soul and body that makes
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