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THE IRISH LAND BILL.

UNT before the Easter recess Mr. Wyxowr o, Cliief
Seeretary for Trelaud, futrodueed o the Honse of
Cominons his {rish Land Bill.  Aldwoogh the
Intest rehene for the setulement of the agrarian
tronbie in reland was intreduced by the wmover
inu specel of great Tueldisy, still. in conseqnence
of the complicated nature of the proposuls, it
wag impossible ut a rhore notice for those most

interested—the Irish representatives—to esprers any defi-
nite opinion regarding it. If there were auy who hud teen
sanguine enongh to hiope that the Goverument wounld intro-
duce even a modificd schume of compulsary sale, they were
grievously disa{u-ointcd, for there wag nothing of the kind
in the Bill, and indeed no thonehtful person could expeet
anything else fiom a party which bas four great Trish fand-
lords as its principal sapportets. Ever since the British
Parliament came to recognise that the Irish tenant tad any
rights, that august body hes been engaged 1 penodical
efforts to regulate the relations of tenant and landlord,
That Parliament  Lad nover seriously grappled with ths
question, wideh has becn the root of nearly all Irish discon-
teut, was wade munifest by Mr. Wyxpuan on the oceasion
referred to, when hie said that forty Acts in all had Lecn
passed, and that they had been a decided futlure, a burden
on the tuvpayer, and @ rouree of vexations and jnterminuble
fegisiation.  Whan o covfosston of failure  In nearly
every case on the eiraduenon of one or other of these mea-
siles, 1t was coutended thiat the fodd stave in the agiatien
trouble bad becu reached, anod that hevecforth prace and
coulentment were usaured to Lhe nnfortunare cultivator of
the soil.  Perhaps to some extent these anticipations woukl
Lave beon realised were b nog thal circunstanees wore oy
continually altered by coononae cond tons. Renbs 6 ot were
considered fair twenty yoars ago, when the roh farmer had
few competicors 1 the Hoeash markots, would he fmpessible
to-tiy when the Lngheln constimer has the pick and chorwee
of the Dbust product~ ol the Sustralosian Colonics, the
United Rtates, Denmark. o reontine, and. to crown all, the
almost ilinuable phvus of ~hons The tendeney of late
years Is for prices of Lanw pradoce Lo go down. with u
decided Dnprovemenn 1 quidrty, co that the Frglish poople
find 1t much cheaper oo unpore trom abro ul than to produce
at home.  In most of the countrivs which supply the Eno-
lish mr ket the cultivator of the soid s the owaer Lthereof,
and any wargin of peolic winelo repraing siter mecting the
cost of production goes to hs credu, but o Ireland the
farmer wust mihe two margms ol profit—one ler the up-
keep of the landlord, and the belanee, which under prescus
couditions is iufiniesimal, zoos for the suppert of himself
and lus famtly,  Under such crcimstances the lot of the
Trish farmer grows barder your by year, and to muke uralters
worse, he now finds the foocien eompetitor anderselhng Lim
at bis own door. Notwrthsonding the deprectation i the
prices of faruy produce, the Il landlotd T pover heon
able to understand that his portien of the protin ehouald
suifer any dimnution, aud with commendable magraniey
has always allowed the unfertnnmate enltivator to boar the
double burden.  As the tenant bus beon ponerless 1o remedy
thus inyustice, and as the landlord was generally inmovable,
the Legt luture had from thne to time to step in and try Lo
equalise the burden, hevee Lhe necessity for so mach land
legislation.

The Land Act of 1881, which might bo described as a
rent-fixing measure, was and might vet be productive of
great benefit tu the farmers of Treland, but vnfortunately
its machinery has completcly braken down : the Jandlords
hase blocked the conrts with appeals. and the tenants, not
hewng able to afford the loxary of expensive litigation, have
loss faith in its hen fits. Tt was the hope of the framers of
the measure that when a certain number of rents had been
fixed ather parties wonld see what the rents should be and
arrive at a setblemrent willioub litigaiion. The reverse has
been the case. Since this mewsure hecame law 320,000
cases have bheen taken into court, over 240,000 have been
fixed, but there have been 71,000 appeals lodged against
these rente. The rents were originally fived for a term of
15 years,and now therc are 22,000 appeals against the
second-term rents, that is vents thab were fived 15 years after
they were fixed the first time. Upwa'ds of 50 per cent. of
the decisions regarding fair rent have been appealed against,
and there are at presens 10,000 appeals on the books of the
courts with no immedinte prospect of the judges overtaking
the work for o number of years. Many of the appeals not
vet decided were lodged fonr or five years ago. hat is
the use of an Act to a small farmer when the whole of hia
substance very often is wasted in protracted litigation with
a wealthy landlord? The knowledge that the latest and
perhaps the most heneficial measure of land legislation had
been a failure in consequence of defective machivery was
one of the prime motives in inducing the Chief Secretary
for Ireland to bring in a Bill on new lines,

*

The provisions of the Bill have been summarised ag
follaw : The Giovernment will purchase any property which
a landlord wishes to sell, subject to certain formal condi-
tions. AN the expenses of preparing an estate for sale in-
carred ab present by the vendor will, nnder the new Act, be
horne by the Government, and the present land Commis-
sion wili take the place of the landlord when he obtains the
asent of three-fourths of the tenants to a sale of the pro-
perty ab an agreed price. The annual iostulments to be
paid by the purchasing tenants will be at the rate of £3 159
per £100, instead of £4 a3 at present. This, be it noted,
will be an indreement to the tenants to give a higher price
than they otherwise would, and consequently it may be said
that the redustivn in the anuual instalment will be of much
maore henefit to the vendors than to the purchasers. In
foture the State will py casle to the landlord instead of
fistnating land stock as formeriy, .\ landlord after sel-
fing the waek of an estate to the Lund Cerimission can, if
he so desive. by back any portion of his former property,
not cxeecding in value the swn of £10.000, and he will
obtain the <ame Sate credis for the tranzastion as the tenant
does in buying his holding. A yrovisicn of the Bill which
Fas et with geaeral approval is that uader certain condi-
tions the tenatts of small holdings car bay adjacent lands
for the enlareement of their fams. Shouald the Bili become
law, which &3 vory doabelal, the machinery for the working
of it witi he placed in charge of a tribunal cumposed of two
ollicials who ure to be known us the Estate Commissioners,
and 16 1s almost needlesy to observe that its suceess will de-
pend inw greal measure on e manner in which these
functionaries will disclarge the'r daties.  In the past
Government officials in Ircland have been notorious for
their anviety to couserve the interest of the landlord io the
detriment of that of the terant, and it is perhaps too much
to hope that the Lstate Comnissioners, whoever they
nay be, wiil rise seperior Lo their sorronndings. There is
a saying Lo the effect Lthat you mnst first catch your hare
before you can cool it, and 1 ke manner the Istate Com-
missionefl must first ind @ landlord wiliing to sell before
they can purchaee.  This is the weak feature of the measuore.
There is to fe no compulsion as to sale, and the landowner
who exacts the highest rept i the least likely to sell, as the
moncy received for s property would not yield an income
ncarly so large as thad which he receives as a rack-reng from
b nnpoverished tenantry. Mr. WyxDEAM admitted in
the Honse of Commons that the pumber of landlords wil-
Hire Lo sell their properties wus growing less every year.
s s a significaint adinission in face of the factthat the Con-
servative Press in the United Kingdom, and their echo the
calle agent, are for ever hewniling the tribulations of Irish
lindlords, and how Qfficalt 16 s fer then to collect their
rents, Now il the Trish tenant is snch o bad payer as his
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