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creed, thereconld be harm tonone in theinculcation of that creed
in theState schools. Amid the claish, however, whichprevails of
religious belief, the suppositionis

A Supposition of the Impossible,
and the idea suggested maybe at oncedismissedfrom our thoughts.
There remains a second way. If there be no hope of parentsagreeing toone common creed, andif the State teachers must teach
religion, every seneeof fairpliynquires that they shall teach eachchild the particular form of religion which the parents of thatchild hold. Again, our hypothesis leads us to anabsurdity. The
dream ida thing tooimpracticable, too wild tobeseriouslyconsidered
by corntnonpensemen. Out of the difficulty there is a third way;but that third waylies in the directioncf favoritism and frand. If
all denominations cannot agree toa common minimum creed, somefew denominations,it maybe, can. This is what the advocates ofBible-reading inStateschools are apparentlyprepared to do. Why
should thdr wishes for the teaching in the State school of such
minimum creed not be complied with ? Because it wouldbe the
giving tocertainsections of the population privileges at the ex-pense of those who shared not those privileges. Itwould be thecompelling of certain citizens to pay for the religious training ofthe children of other citizens. It would be the giving of official
recognition to one set of religions. It would practicallybe thesetting up— lshallnot say of anestablishedChurch— butmoatun-doubtedly of an established group of Churches. Under such anarrangement secularists as well asCatholics would undeniablyhayc
a grievance;our Jewish fellow-citizenß would have a grievance;and,if Imay trust the statements made by a recent delegation, alarge proportionof the Lutheran body would feel thatit toohad agrievanceof which tocomplain. lamprofoundly convincedof

The IndispensableNecessity of Religion
in the day school. Ibelieve that only by its having a placein theday school can our children grow up into a God-fearingand vir-tuous race. My sympathies are with one and all of those who arestriving togainadmission for religion in the schools of the State.The time will come, \ feel assured, when the apathy andthe oppo-sition whichnowblock the way towards a realisationof thesede-
sires will havediminished, if not disappeared;and when thelaw-fulness of the recognition of the Almighty and His commandswithin the school walls will be acceptedasa first principle in Aus-
tralian educational laws. The time is not yet, it is true;but itwill surely, if slowly, come. When itshall have come, the solutionof the religious question will be foundin themultiplication of Buchschools as that we are opening at Mount Barker to-day. Let theState schools, secularist though they be, Ftand secularist as they arefor those whoprefer them. Let those other schools, however,whichcliiim religion aa the basisof their teaching, have that countenanceandsupport which thetaxpayers favoring them areentitled to out
of the public monies voted for educational needs. Protestant Eng-land,Presbyterian Scotland,M, thodit-t Walee,and Catholic Irelandh«ve worked out tho education problem on denominational lines.Why should young Austr lia be unequal to the task which has
provednot impossible toolder lands ?

Actingunder instructions fromMr John Beatty Messrs SamsonandCo. will hold a very important sale of freehold and leaseholdproperties etc., at Hyde on Wednesday, 18thinst. Lot 1consists
of the leasehold of 57 acres together with the Otago Central Hotel,grocerystore, butcher'sshop, refreshment rooms, billiard room, and
several outbuildings. The stock, furniture, and filings can bataken at a valuation in tho unual way. Lot 2 consists of surplusFtock, roofing iron, bnilding- timber, fencing wire, cement, iron-
mongery, groceries, jewellery, confectionery, boots and shoes, in a
word everything that is tobe found in a well-stocked general store.Lot 3 is made up of a freehold wection, large store, S-roomed dwel-
ling, BUblr-8, and outhouses in the old township of Hyde As Mr
Beatty is retiring from business there is an opportunity offered to
an energetic man which is not met with every day. Instead of
having to work up a business the purchat-er will findhere one that
is thoroughly eßtablis-hed, witha large connection, andin the centre
of a progressive district. This ia the chance of a lifetime for any-
one popsefsing thenecessary capital andenterprise...

Inaddressing the assemblageafter the ceremony of blessing a new
convent at Mount Barker a few Sundays ago,his Grao the Arch-
bishop of Adelaide dealt with the proposal for the reading of the
Bible in the public schools of the State. His Grace spoke in part
asfollows:—

The scheme for the realing of tho Bible under the teacher's
(superintendence in State pchoola if a scheme vitiated by a triple
defect. Itis a scheme unwise,a Fcheme unworkable, and a scheme
unjust. My words are strong, tms their strengthIthiuk Ican
justify.

In the developmentby the teacher of the religious instincts of
a child, two elementscome into play. These elements are the text
book used and thepersonality of the teacher whoexpoundsit. To
me, to allCatholics, theBible is the very utterance of God. Itis
the message of the all-wise Creator to tho creatures whomHe has
called into being, and with whom He has peopled thisearth. That
messagecomes to us,however, through various media, and was in-
dited at various times tomeet the varying needs of our evervarying
humanity. The warning which suits one age may not be adapted
toanother. The encouragement or reproach,called for by the habits
or surroundings of one people, maybe out of plaae when addreesed
toa second. To make theBible the foundation of belief is to the
Catholic mind to open up the way to everyhue and shade of reli-
gious opinion. Humanity, moreover, has its weakenesses. Men
must confess that the history of their race furnishes some sad
stories. Nor areall of theße meet reading for the young. There are
faults against which the aged and the adult have tobe warned,and
of which, nevertheless,not evenmention must be made in thehear*
ing of the child. The Bible deals with all ages, with allclasses ;I
must add, with all crimes. Ishall assuredly be not deemed to
speakdisrespectfully of God's Book if Isay that the writings of
whichitis composed are intended for

The Edification Solely of that Class,
for whose edification each of those writings was penned. Irefuse
tobelieve

—
every Catholic refuses to believe— that the Bible in its

integrity is a fittinghandbook for the inculcation of religion to the
young. Iquote a heathen saying— but the heathens were some-
times wise,and had a grasp of the fundamental verities of moral
law

— 'Supreme reverenceis due to the child.' With all due respect
for thehonest opinions of those who differ from me, Iam con-
vincedthat there are parts of the Bible which were neverintended
by its Divine Author that children should peruse.

My statement will be met, of course,by the counter-statement
thatit is not the Bible, but carefully selected passages from tbe
Bible,that itis proposedshould be placed in the hands of the chil-
dren of theState. The plea ignores the second element in the equa-
tion. The belief11,the views of the teacher who superintends the
reading, must assuredly be reckoned with. Itis no secret—Ido no
harm by asserting

—
that the inspirationof the Scriptures is nouni-

versal article of Australian faith. Teachers are no class apart.
They share the opinionsof other sections of the community. Ido
them noinjustice—Iam sure they will not accuseme of doing them
aninjustice

—
in saying that in allprobability many of them do not

believein the inspirationof Holy Writ. People speak of the Bible
as ahandbook supplying samples of the highest type of poetry,of
philosophy, of morality. Imaynot consider it merely as such. To
meit is a revelation of the will of the Supreme Lawgiver. To me
its ordinances are the highest law. Teachers may be fenced in by
rule and regulation of the Education Department. They may be
forbidden by Act of Parliament itself to comment on whatis Tew].
Nature will out. Children are quick of observation. A Bhrug, a
shake of thehead, a peculiarity in the tone of the voice made at
the end of a quarter of an hour's reading may do more harmin
the way of shaking children's simple, trustful faith in God's Book
thana whole year's reading of *he Scripture lessons may do good.

Adherents of secularist opinions are not a few,Ifear, in our
Australian land. Members of the Jewish faith make up fair
numbers. We Catholicsarenota body of a weakness to be despised.
Catholics object to the receiving of religious education from the
mouths of any but those of their own faith. Secularists will pre-
sumably object to the imparting of

Any Religious Teaching Whatever
to their children. Those of the faithof Israel will,Isuppose, be
averse to have their offspring taught from thepages of tbe New
Testament;and yet to all Chrißtians the New Testament is the
complement and the crown of the precepts of the Older Law. Let
eelected passages from the Old and New Testament be collected in
an official manual for use in the public schools, andlet itbe the
teachers' duty to haveportionsof that manual readby the scholars
day by day. The childrenof Catholic, as those of secularist parents
mustalwayß claim right of absence from the reading. The children
of Jewish parents must claim such right of absence when itia from
theNew Testament that the extracts are read. Let the situation be
calmly and deliberately considered;and will any one say that the
workingof the scheme suggested would be void of friction, or that
secularists, Catholics, or Jewish citizene, who are alike taxpayers
and parentß, wouldbe content1 Ifdiscontented,could anybody in
reasonsay that they bad nogrounds for their discontent 1

The teachers of our State schools are public servants. Their
salaries come out of the Treasury, the revenuesof which are con-
tributed to by all sections of the State. The services of those
teachers should, therefore

—
within the scope of their duties— be

equally at the disposal of every class without exception. Say the
public wishesand Parliament has decreed that the State teachers
shallbe teachers of religion;there are but two waysby which the
decree may be carried into effect without injustice. If wecould
suppose all denominations in the State agreeingupon one common
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LOFT AND CO.,
BOOT MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS,

No. 9, CENTRE ROYAL ARCADE, DUNEDIN.
SWEET MARIE.

I'vea secret in myheart When the winter draweth nigh
You must hear

—
unto thee,

A tale Iwould impart
—

And the rain clouds crosß thePlease draw near. sky, gloo-mi-ly,
Every foot that's warmly clad Then the Boot that's Watertight
Makes thewearer'sheartfeelglad. Makes its owner feelall right !
And that footwear may be had We keep themstrongand light—

At LOFT & COS LOFT & 00.

To Loftand Co.'s you mufit go— LoftandCo-s BootEmporium
Royal Arcade,don't you know— _ _ situated in

Where thebusy throng is passing £he Centre of Trade,
to and fro TheCentre of theRoyal Arcade—

Atall seasonsof the year, The Centre of the City of Dun
Splendid Bargains there appear

— earn.
You'll besuited, never fear,

At LOFT & COS. SPLENDID GUM BOOTS, 21a
If you areaxious 'bout the War, TRY A "WELLINGTON."

If you dcu't turnup tillnight, TRY A "BLUCHER
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