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Bibie-reading in State Schools.

>

IN addressing the assemblage afier the cercmony of blessing a new
convent at Mount Barker & few Sundays agn, his Grac: the Arch-
bishop of Adelnide dealt with the proposal for the rendicg of the
Bible in the public schools of the State. Mis Grace spoke in part
as follows :(—

The schems for the realing of the Bible under the teacher's
snperintendence in Btate rchools 18 & scheme viliated by a tziple
defeot. It is a scheme unwise, a rcheme unworkable, and a schemea
anjust, My words are strong, put their strength I think I van
justify.

In the development by the teacher of the religious instincts of
a child, two elements come into play. These elements are the text
book used and the personality of the teacher who expounds it, To
me, to all Catholics, the Bible is the very utterance of God, It is
the message of the all-wise Creator to tho creatures whom He has
ealled into being, and with whom He bas peopled this earth, That
message comes to us, however, throngh various media, and was in-
dited at varivus times to meet the varyiog needs of our ever varying
humanity, The warning which suits one age may not be adapted
to another. The encouragement or reproack, called for by the habits
or surroundings of one people, may be out of place when addretsed
to & second. To make the Bible the foundation of belief is to the
Oatholic mind to open up the way to every hue and shade of reli-
gious opinion, Humanity, moreover, has its weakenesses, Men
must confess that the history of their race furnishes some sad
stories. Nor are all of these meet reading for the young, There are
faulte againet which the aged and the adult have to be warned, and
of which, nevertheless, not evep mention must be made in the hear-
ing of the child. The Bible deals with all ages, with all classes; I
must add, with all crimes. I shall assuredly be not deemed to
speak disrespectfully of God's Book if I say that the writings of
which it is composed are intended for

The Edification Solely of that Class,

for whose edification each of those writings was penced, I refuse
to believe—every Catholic refuses to believe—that the Bible in its
integrity ia a fitting handbook for the inculcation of religion to the
young, [quote a heathen saying—but the heathens were some-
times wise, and had a grasp of the fundaments] verities of moral
law—* Supremse reverence is due to the child., With all due re-pect
for the honest opinions of those who differ from me, I am con-
vinced that there are parts of the Bible which were never intended
by its Divine Author that children should peruse.

My statement will he met, of course, by the counter-statement
that it iz not the Bible, but carefully selected passages from the
Bible, that it is proposed shonld be placed in the hands of the chil-
dren of the Rtate, The plea ignores the second element in the equa-
tion. The beliefe, the views of the teacher who superintends the
reading, must assuredly be reckoned with, It is no secret—I do no
harm by asserting ~that the inspiration of the Scriptures is no uni-
versal article of Australian faith. Teachers are no class apart.
They share the opinions of other pections of the community, I do
them no injustice—I am sure they will not accuse me of doing them
an injustice—in saying that in all probability many of them do not
believe in the inspiration of Holy Writ. Peopie speak of the Bible
as a handbook supplying samples of the highest type of peetry, of

philosephy, of morality, I may not coneider it merely as such, To |

e it is & revelation of the will of the Supremc Lawgiver. To me
its ordinancen are the highest law, Teachers may be fenced in by
rule and regulation of the Eiducation Department, They may be
forbidden by Act of Parliam+~nt itself to conment on what is read,
Nature will out, Children are gnick of observation. A shrug,a
phake of the head, a peculiarity in the tone ol the voice made at
the end of & quarter of an hour's resding may do more hurm in
the way of shuking children’s simple, trustful faith in God’s Book
than a whole year's reading of the Scriptore lessons may do good.

Adberents of secularist opinions are not a few, I fear, in our
Australian land. Members of the Jewish faith make up fair
nambers, We Catholics are not a body of a weakness to be despised.
Catholics object to the receiving of religions education from the
mouths of apy but those of their own faith, Secularists will pra-
sumably object to the imparting of

Anpy Religious Teaching Whatever

to their children, Those of the faith of Israel will, I suppose, be
averse to have their offepring taught from the pages of the New
Testament ; and yet to all Christians the New Testament is the
complement and the crown of the precepts of the Older Law, Let
selected passages from the Old and New Testament be collected in
an official manual for use in the publie schools, and let it be the
teachers' duty to have portions of that manual read by she schelars
day by day., The children of Catholic, as those of seculariat parents
must always claim right of absence from the reading. Thechildren
of Jewish parents must claim such right of absence when 1t is from
the New Testament that the extracts are read. Let the situation be
calmly and deliberately considered ; aud will any one eay that the
working of the scheme suggested would be void of friction, or that
reoularists, Catholics, or Jewish citizene, who are alike taxpayers
and parents, wonld be content I 1f discontented, could anybedy in
reason say that they bhad no grounds for their discentent ?

The teachera of our State schools are public servanta. Their
salaries come out of the Treasury, the revenucs of which are con-
tributed to by all sections of the Btate. The pervices of those
teachers shounld, thereforo—within the scope of their duties—be
equally st the disposal of every class without exception. Bay the
public wishes and Farliament haa decreed that the State teachers
ahall be tenchers of religion ; there are but two waye by which the
decreée may be carried into effect without injustice, If we could
suppose all denominations in the State agreeing upon cne common

oreed, there conld be harm to none in the incnleation of that creed
in the State sachools, Amid the clash, however, which prevaila of
religious belief, the suppoaition ia
A Supposition of the Impossible,

and the iden suggested way be at once dismissed from our thoughts.
Thera. remains a second way, If there be no hope of parents
agreeing to one common creed, and if the State teachers must teach
religion, every senre of fairpliy roquires that they shall teach each
child tho particular form of rclizion which the parents of that
¢hld hold. Again, our hypothesis leads us to an absurdity. The
dream i1 & thing too imgracticable, too wild to be serionaly considered
by comumongense men. Out of the diffluuity there is a third WAy ;
but that third way liesin the direction of favoritism and frand, If
all denominations cannot agree to a common minimum creed, some
few denon:_linai.;ions, it maybe, can, This is what the advocates of
Bible-reading in Btate schools are apparently prepared to do. Why
should their wishes for the teaching in the State school of such
minimum creed not be complied with ! Becanse it wonld be the
giving to certain sections of the population privileges at the ex-
penas of those who shared not those privileges. It would be the
compelling of certain citizens to pay for the religions training of
the children of other citizens. 1t would be the giving of official
recognition to one set of religions. It would practically be the
setting up—1I shall not eay of an eatablished Church—but most un-
doubtedly of an established group cf Churches. Under euch en
srrangement secularists a2 well as Catholics would undeniably have
a grevance ; our Jewish fellow-citizens would have » grievance H
and, if I may trust the statements made by a recent delegation, a
large proportion of the Lutheran body would feel that it too had &
griovance of which to complain, I am profoundly convinced of

The Indiepensable Necessity of Religion
in the day school. I believe that only by its having a place in the
day school can our children grow up into & Qod-fearing and vir-
tnous race, My sympathies are with one and all of those who are
striving to gain adwission for religion in the schools of the State,
The time will come, T feel assured, when the apathy and the oppo«
gition which now block the way towards a realisation of these de-
sires will have diminished, if not disappeared ; and when the law-
fulness of the recognition of the Almighty and His commands
within the school walls will be accepted as o firat principle in Aus-
tralinn edncational laws, The timeis not yet, 1t is trme; but it
will surely, if alowly, come. When it shall have come, the solution
of the religious question will be found in the mulitiplication of such
achools as that we are opening at Mount Barker to-day, Let the
State achocls, Becularist though they be, stand secularist as they are
for those who prefer them. Tet those other schools, bhowever, which
claim religion as the basis of their teaching, bave that countenance
and supprrt which the taxpayers favoring them are entitled to out
of the public monies voted for edncstional needs. Protestant Eng-.
land, Presbyterisn Beotlund, M. thodirt Wales, and Catholic Treland
have worked out the edueation problem on denomisational lines,
Why should yourg Austr lia be umequal to the task which has
proved not impoesible to oider lands !

Acting under instructions frum Mr John Deatty Messrs Samaon
and Co. will hold a very important sale of freehold and leasshold
properties etc., at Hyde on Wednesday, 18th inst. Tot 1 consists
of the lrasehold of 57 acres together with the Olago Central Hatel,
grocery store, butcher’s shop, refreshment roomg, billisrd room, and
several outbuildings, The stock, furniture, and fiv'ings can be
taken at a valuation in the wsual way, Lot 2 consista of surpios
stock, roofing iron, building timber, fencing wire, cement, irgn-
mongery, groceries, jewellery, confectionery, boota and shoes, in a
word everything that is to be found in a well-stocked general store,
Lot 3 is made up of a freehold section, large store, S-roomed dwel-
ling, stubles, and outhouses in the old township of Hyde As Mr
Beatty ix retining from business there is an opportunity offered to
an energetic man which is not met with every dey.” Instead of
haviog to work wp a business the purchacer will find here ane that
is thoroughiy establiched, with a large connection, and in the centre
of a progressive district, Thiy is the chance of a lifetime for any-
one possersing the necessary capital and enterprise..,

LOFT AND CO.

BOOT MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS,
No. 9, CENTRE ROYAL ARCADE, DUNEDIN.

SWEET MARIE.

When the winter draweth nigh
unto thee,
And the rain clouds crosas the

I've a zecret in my heart
You must hear—

A tale I would impart—
Please draw near, sky, gloc-mi-ly,

Every foot that's warmly clad | Then the Boot that's Watertight

Makes the wearer's heurt feel glad, | Makes its owner feel all right |

And that footwear may be bad | We keep them strong and light—

At LOFL & CO'S LOFT & €O,

Cherus
To Loft and Co,'s you must go—
Hoyal Arcade, don't you know—
Where the buay throng is passing

1o and fro,
At nll seasons of the year,
Splendid Bargains there appear—
You'll be suited, never fear,

At LOFT & CO'3,|SPLENDID GUM BOOTSE, 21a

If you are axious 'bout the War, TRY A "WELLINGTON.,"
If you deo’t turn up till ight, TRY A “ BLUCHER

Loft and Co.'s Boot Emporium
situated in

The Centre of Trade,

The Centre of the Royal Arcade—

The Centre of the City of Dun
edin,

" BEATH AND CO.,

DRAPERS, CHRISTCHURCH,

& Are worthy of our Support



