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and they were told that, although far from wealthy, he had
contributed £ 600 to forward the campaign in Ireland. But it
appeared that for this {600 he had a sccurity which gave
between two and three tlhousand acres of the richest Ianis in
Ireland. It was said that histary was the playeround of liars,
and never since the days of Herodotus had it been used for
more mendicious purposes than m deuding with the Irish
Rebellion. In this mendacity CeomwIl himself bore a pro-
minentl part, and hewas. the fiv 1 Press wrtter and the frst
Press censor of whom we had record.
*

Referring to the memorable slaughter at Droghela, the
lecturer described it as an exhibition of unparalldled s v arery.
‘It was,’ said Sie William, * one of the Lloodiest landmarks on
the long road of human guilt, Cromwell, in a letter to
Speaker lenthal, told him of the evening's retreat into the
mill wall, a place very strong and difficult of access, the
Governor Ashtan and divers considerable officers being there,
Our men, said Cromwell, foliowed up to them, ordered by me
to put them to the sword., I forbide them to spare any.
Cromwell in the same letter said he thought that night the
soldiers put to the sword about 2000 men. Ahout 100 took up
their position in St. Peter’s Church steeple, and refused to
yield, and [ ordered, said Cromwell, the steeple 1o be fired.
*God confound me,” excliimed one of them, ' [ burn.’ Pro-
ceeding, Sir W, Butler sd it would appear fram Cromwell's
statement, ‘I forbade them to spare any,” as if some of his
soldiers had been wishful to show mercy. " Did ever a general
commanding an army descend to such miserable details !
Imagine a Commander-in-Chiel of an army writing to the
Speaker ol Parliament gloating over the frenzied exclamations
of soldiers whom he had condemned to death. Was there
ever beard of in the despatch of a general in the field a paral-
lel for petty publication of savagery, <uch lip-licking of ven-
geance as they had there? This man a great seldier !  This
Parliament a great institution ! Humbug.

*

Alfter referring to olher acts of savagery perpetrated by
the great Puritan, General Butler proceeds to give his final
verdict on the man, and it is a very cmphatic verdict.  Let
him now,’ concluded the lecturer, ¢ say a word about Cromwell,
It bad been the fashion to speak of him as one of the greatest
of men. He and his were the samts, and were to passess the
earth.  Underneath his pious pretence, the two chict objects
of Cromwell's effort were plunder and persccution.  He coul
commit the most appalling massacres with the name ot God on
his lips and the Bible in his hand.  He was the greatest dis-
sembler that history held recotd of.  Cromwell left nothing
behind him.  He was the dismalest failure 1n English history 3
and this was the man in whose praise hi-taries were magined
and statues iaugurated '’ General Butler, a- might have
been safely expected, received a goad deal of abuse at the
hands of several of the Fnglish Conservalive papers for this
outspoken deliverance, and was the subject of a special violent
attack from the London Spectator. This journal, however,
very wisely refused to allow a discussion of the question m its
columns. The evidence of Cromwell’s guilt and the proef of
General Butler's terrible indictmant were only too complete.

Catholic Missionaries in China,

Y
>

WRITERS, not well informed or impalicd by hostile intentions, hav
tried to hold missioaaries responsible for the recent events in Ghina
passing the same condemmnation on all ministers of the diferent
creeds, We (American Catholec (uart-riy’ Review) are not in a
position to defend Protestant mtissionaries from the imputations
directed apainst them. Not being ru fliiently versed in their
affairs, we cannof point out the mi-takcs (bat have been published
with reepect to them. Hesides, their novieties see that they are
respected and have already replied to the attacks and repaired tha
mistakes of 2 misinformed or 111-di~posed press.

In go far as Catholic missicniries are concernmed, let our first
remark be that they are beyond the reash of the accasation of engi-
dity brought agninst missionaries in weneral. There is not AtLONE
them an cutcast with & burdensome pa<t ; na oae Lazily seeking an
eary and iucrative present ; no one smbitious for a brifltant future.
They are all men who have abandoned everything for all time;
fortune, family, and countiy; and 1n a suhlime tolly, the folly of
the Cross, have gone to live the life of the pour, having many times
nothing but & stone en which to rest thair heals and beoins otten
without the dale of rice necessarg for their existen-e. They aze
men who know how to suffer and die, as Lhey hava proved in the
last persecution, Catholic missionaries serve thu cause of mankind
and Christian civilisation by their works of charity ; they call down
the hlessing of the poor, the sick, and the orphancd on the generous
#ouls who nave sent them on their mission, They faithfully foliow
the ordera of Leo XIIL, who in a letier addre--.d to the Enperor
811d that * those who labor in the name of the Gospcl should r frain
from political affairy, and that one of the prineipul precepts of the
Christian relyzion is to preserve justice in all tiings, to submit to
autbority, aud to honor the King,’

At Arat «irna af the wpproach of consunption, ward off all
danger by taling TUSSILURA —,7,
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The Wedding Ring of England.

v

THE ring to be worn by King Edward at his coronation is (says the
dee Maria) of preat antignity a3 an emblem of power, ard 18 pre-
served with the atmosi ~are ot the shrine of the Confersor in West-
mimster Abbey,  Ttis m-taphorioally culled the * wedding ring of
England,' The legend covecrning it {s thae guaintly related by
Caxion —

When the blessed K ny Edward had lived many years and was
fMea fnt~ wreat ace, it happed he came rid ag by a ¢chureh in Essex
carled ILovering, which wa« as thas tune-in hallowing snd ehould
ha dedigate1 10 *he honor ot Our Lord aud <t, J +hn the Evangelixt,
Wherefore the King for great davotion lightd down and turried
wihile the chuvoh was in ballowine,  And in the time of prosession
a lair old man cam- to the King and demanded of him aims in the
worahip of God and 84 John the Bvangelist, Then the King found
nothing ready to give, na his almoner was not pressnt ; but he took
off the ring from his finger ar.d gave it to the poor man, whom the
poor man thanked aud departed. And within certain years after,
two pilgrima of Knglond went into the Holy Lond to visit holy
places tiwere ; and they had lost their way and were gone from their
followship; and the night approached, and they sorrowed grestiy o
they that wisy not wither to go, sud dreaded sore to be perished
amang will besata,  Ag the 1wt they sow s Juicr company of men
arrayed in white clothing. with two lizhts b rne sfore thew ; and
behind th-m there c¢ime a [oir ancient man with white hair
for awe,

Then these pilgrims thought to fuilow . light and drew nigh,
Then the cld man asked them what they were, and of what region ;
and they answered thau they were pilyrine of Eogland, and had
lost their fellow:hip and way alae. Then this old man comfuorted
themn goodly, and hrought them into a fair city where was a fair
cenac’e honestly arrayed with all manner of dainties. And when
they bad well refreshed them and rested there all night, on the
wmorn this fair old mon went with them, and brought them in tha
right way again, And he was glad to hear them talk of the wel-
fare and holiness of their King St. Xdward. And when he should
depart from them, then he told them what he was, and said : I am
John the Evangelist, and say ye unto Edward your King that I
greet bim ripht well, by the teken that he pave me this ring with
his own hands at the hallowing of my church, which ring ye shall
deliver to him again, And say ye to him that he dispgse his gooda ;
for within six months he shail be in the joy of heaven with me,
where he shall havs hiz reward for his chastity and for hia good
living. And dread ye mot, for ye shall speed right well in your
jouraey, and ye shall come home in short time safe and sounad,
Aud when he had delivered to them the ring he departed from them
suddenly, And soon after they came home and did their message
to the King, and delivered to him the ring, and said that St. John
Evangeli~t sent 10 to him,  And as soon as be heard that name he
was full of joy, and for gledness let fall tewrs from his eye+, giving
laud ard thwk<giving to Almighty G d, and to 86, John hwa
avowry that he would vouchssfe to 1ot him bave knowledwe of his
departing from this world.  Aleo he had another tulken of St John,
ard that was that the two pilgrima should dis tofors him ; which
thing was proved true, for they tived not o g alter.

The Propagation of the Faith,

»

Tw Rociety £ar the Propagation of the Faith (says the San Fran.
ciseo Nuntor) hay just ss-ued » forty-page pamphles relating to the
history of the urigin, develnpment, and work tor Uatholic missions
during th: eighty years of ita existence, The aim of. this pamphlet
is chiefly to get our pevple acguainted with the missionary work
of the Church,

Frow this interesting publieation we learn that there are at
least 13,000 priests and religious, 5000 reaching Brothers and 45,000
Risters laborls g 23 missivnaries, npot t) erpeak of the priests, Bro-
thers and Sistees pative to the reglons where they work, catechists
anti others who make up the per-onnel of a mission, and the
luborers among the Uriental Rit s, DProbably the estiwware is much
tou small, but e it 8y At the lowert compuiation there are, at the
opening of ths twentieth century, abont 65000 missionaries ;
65.000 men and women who have lelt their country, their brothers
aud sisters, honees and lands, and all the blemsings that they hold
most dear in this world, to bring the still greater blessing of the
faith to those who are as yet deprived of it. Assuredly it ia an
agtomshing number, which my well rejoice our hearts ; and all the
inome becaure o cenbury ago these miscionaries scarcely numbered
1000 a'l told.

S1xly-Ave thousand misgionaries is o noble army ; but what
victories are yet to be won | Almost 1,500.000.000 of buman beings
inhubit the earth ; and ouly aboutr 100,000,000 are baptired Chrie-
tians  The iminense majority of more than 1,000,000 000 have not
vet acknowledir d Christ, and are divided aweng the many sects of
Buddhism, Mohametanisin, Fetichism, and infidelity,

The Boetety tor the Propagation of the Faith, which has won
countless thou-anmds to the fatth, whose mirsionaries have d el
martyrs’ de ths and bave hved lives o- unparalleled heroiem and
aclf-denial, awed ite onigi to the (forts of two humble women, In
1820 Mume. Petit ani Mlle Jaricor, of Lyons, France, formed a so-
riely Lo 1ender Anancial arsistance to pove foreign missions, 'J'['he
project prospered srd unty five years afier its beginning the society
Ited inlhliel the Cathobie characier its founders gave it trom the
first ; and to-iay it alds more than 300 diocesrs, vicariates, and pre-
feclures in every pant of the world. A most valuable record of ita
progress imay be found at the headquartrs of the soci<ty in Lyons,
uat 10 their beoks, but in the thousands of mementos of micsionary
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