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THE DECLARATION OF PEACE.

v

OX Monday morning, shortly after 10 o'clook, the pealing of the
Town Hall bell announced to the citizens of Dunedin that the war
in South Africa was a thing of the paat, and that peace had been
declared. The following telegram from the Acting-Premier, 8ir J,
G, Ward, conveyed the welcome news :--' It is with intense pleasnre
that I advise you that I have just received intimation that peace
has been declared.’

Lord Kitchener wired to bis Excellenoy the Governor from Pre-
toria under date June 1, as follows :—

! Peacc signed laet nighy,'

No sooner was the news received in Dunedin than buriness was
snepended and people rushed from factory, warehouss, and shop
towards the Town Hall. where it was announced & mesting wonld
be held. From nearly every busciness place flosted flags. The
meeting at the Town Hall was addressed by the Mayor and several
prominent citizens, the keynote of the apesches being thankfulness
that the war was ended and that peace reigned once more in South
Africa. Later on the enthusissm of the people found sxpression in
& moneter procession which paraded the principal stseets.

In all parts of the Colony the receipt of the news that peace
was declsred was made the ocoasion for great rejoicing,

In Wellington en immenss conconrse of people assembled in
the froni of the General Post Office. The firing of rockets and
nnd the shrieking of whistles and sirens expressed the general joy.
The Mayor waa the first to give the official announcement, and he
was followed by 8ir J, G. Ward, who gave an intensely patriotic
speech, punctuated by einging and cheering, The crowd took the
horses out of the Actiog-Premier's cab and started a procession
down thestreet. A whole holiday was declared amidst immense
popular enthusiasm. The whole town was & mase of bunting, and
every place of business wag closed,

In Christchurch the Mayor proclaimed a holiday, Processions
were hastily organised, the scbools clesed, and the whole eom-
munity engaged in celebrating the glad tidings. The chief feature of
the colebrations waa the proceseion organised by the employes in
the Addington Workshops, and which contained several capital
effigies of prominent fizures in the war, such as Lords Roberts and
Kitchener, Generals White, Baden-Powell, Colunel Robin, and one
of Mr, Kruger and Jobn Bull shaking hands over a glass of wine. A
maes mesting was held in Cathedral sguare in the sfterncon,

The following cable news regarding the torms of the peace
sgreement was recsived on Tnesday :—

After signifying their acceptance of the British terme all the
Boer delegates arrived at Pretoria on Saturday and signed, at 10.30
at night, a docoment containing the terms of surrender. TLord
Kitchener despatched a message to England, and jadded that Lord
Milner and himeelf h=d also eigned. The Boer conference at
Vereeniging o1 Saturday came to a unanimous decision, sud the
principsl leaders accompanied the delegates to Pretoria. The 26th
and 27th have been proclaimed public hohidays at Preturia.

There were great jubilations in London at the declaration of
peace. Immenge crowds gathered, singing patriotioc songs, carrying
fiags, and wearing rosettes, Processions took pluce in the streets
till a late honr.

Mr. John Redmond, addressing a league meeting at Kensington
on Saturday, ssid the pacification of Bouth Africa would not be
witnessed In this or the coming geveration, The Dutch would
regain their independence and power. England was willing to

y the sacrifice to conciliate the colonies, but the gocdwill of
}):elnnd exceeded that of the 32 colonies.

General joy is expressed in Canada and the English provinces,
Batisfartior 1o oxpressed in America and on the Continent.

The * London’ Standard says tbat England's gratituds wonld be
aggocisted w. b uwngrudging admiration for the most valiang
adversaries the Motherland and colonies had ever encomntered.
There was no canse for humiliation. They were defeated, but not
disgraced, :

There was great jobilation in Brisbane when the news was
received, but strange to say there was no public manifestation in
Bydney,

Mr Balfour, in the House of Commons, announced thst the
terms of pesce include—That the Dutch language is to be used 1n
courts if necessary, and taught in schools where the parents desire
it ; rifles to be retained for protection; military occupation to be
withdrawn when self-government is substituted ; no special tax on
the Transvaal or Orange River Colony landed property for the war,
but £3 000,000 to be raised for restocking farmes ; rebels Lo be tried
according tq the lawe of their eolony, but there is to be no death
penalty, the rank and file to be disfranchised for life,

The Pollard Opera Company.

gl

Tre Princess Theatre has been crowded every night sinee the open-
ing of the season of the Pollard Opera Company. ‘Floroaora,
which hed been a great draw, gave place to ‘La Mascotte,’ which
will be produced to-night for the last time duripg the present
season. On Friday and following nights * The Nose of Persia’ will
ba ataged for the fires time in Donedin, Tbis comic opera is rure
to attract crowded houses, a3 it met with great success wherever
produced,

Wx have boen unable to insert a communication from Wai-
mate, as it was not accompanied by the name of the writer asa
guaraniee of good faith,

IT im understood that the Govirnment intends to give local
engineering flrms an opportunity to tender for the comn;,ructi'on of
a steamer capable of carrying 1000 passengers for Lake Wakatipun,

NEW ZEALAND: GENERAL.

MR. SEDDON has left Cape Town for London, He had & eplen-
did send-off.

The Trizd is generally noted for the excallence of its reading
matter, the Juno number of this magazine being well up to the
usoal standard,

Tae Catholics of Ashburton are taking steps to pressnt Mr
MoBherry, who has been master of the Catholic boys' school daring
the piat five years, with a substantial recornition of his services.

AT a meeting of renresentatives of banking institutions in
Wellington it wes agrerd that th re shonld be a discontinusnce of
helidaya on 8t. Pairick's, Bt. Grorge's, and 8t. Andrew’s days, and
that on race daye the banks wounld be kept open for a certain tirme
in the morning. These arrapgements would need ratification by the
Legislature as some of the hel:days which it ie propoeed to dispense
with are statatory.

SPEAKING at Otaki the other day Bir J. G, Ward mid the
Government were prepared to take the whole line and lands of the
Menawain Railway Company at full eomputation of what they
believed to be their full valve, If the ehareholders decided to
continue to hold the line the State would not do anything to injore
them, nod the Goverpment would do their best to carry on their
own line legitimately in the interests of the country as =a
whole. No differential rate would be imposed except whers it wes
necessary in order to compete with winter oarriage.

ON Thuredsy morning (saysthe Wanganui Herald) about 50
children, pupils of the Marist Brothers’ school and of the convent,
received Firat Communion at 8t. Mary’s Church. The occasion waa
an appropriate one, it being the feast of Corpus Christi. The boys
were sttired in black clothes with white sashes and the girls wore
white dresses with wreaths and veils. Before giving Communion,
the Very Rev, Dean Kirk addressed the children, and exhorted
them in a few impressive words, to remember this the most event-
fal day of their lives and never to fall intu sin, remicding them
that they were soldiers of God and to lend lives accordingly, The
children’s ohoir rendered three pretty bymns appropriate to the
oceasion,

A plensant social gathering took place in the Coffee Palace on
Monday night, when the letter-carriers of Dunedin held their third
annual reusion. About 50 sat down to the tables and the gather-
ing included not wnly the cfficials of the Chief Poet Office, but

geveral country officers, Mr Scott (chief letter sorter)
presided, supported by Mr G. B, Dall (chisf clerk)
and Mr Ward (of the Money Order Office), The

vice-chair war iiled by Mr A Smith (assistant letter sorter). The
vice-chairman, in propusing the tomst of ‘The Department,’ eaid
that since their laet gathering the department had made great
strides. The pem y post had been inavgnrated, and this had proved
a boon to the Colomy. Mr. Ikll, in reply, said when he came to
Dunedin there were six letter-carriers 1n the office, and now there
were 29. This went to show the expansion of the postal depart-
ment to cupe with the increased business of the Colony, The poei-
tion of the letter-carrier, remarked Mr Dall in conelusion, was cne
of the greatest walks in life, Mr Ward also responded, and dil so
in a humorous vein. Songs were given by Messrs G, Clarkscn, C,
Btrachan, A, Smith, D, Campbell, W, Brown, T. Anthony, W, B,
Dall, G. Foster, W. Ezaton, and T, O’Cocnell. The programme alsg
included violin soles, selections by Messrs C. @. 0. Naumann, and
W.T. Ward, and a recitation by Mr @. Jackron, The committea
who had the arrapgements in band wers Mesers W. Smith, A,
8mith, W, Miller, J, Bain, G. Clarkeon, T, Anthony, and A. J, Mie-
call (bou, secretary).

IF¥ the Governor has not been rmisinformed, the Costley Home at
Anckland is not as well maraged as it might be, Speakiog in
Auckland the other day, Lord Ranfurly said: ‘In my remarks on
the home I do not wish to find eny fault with the management, or
with the porsible necessary regulations in force, But when I look
aroupnd the home and at the number there and see that there are
sbout 200 mnmates, and am informed that there are only two male
and two female attendants to look after these old people, I can only
eay that it is utterly and entirely insafficient. And what is the re-
sult ! The place is not kept as clean an it should be, and the people
are not kept as clewn an they should be. Then again, there i
not that proper subdivikion or classification that there should be.
The sick cannot have proper attendance, and I have failed to find
out that they receive proper dict according to their illnesses. No
doubt if a doctor may order any epecial diet they get it; but it
none is ordered, they get ihe same food ws other old psople. Some.
thing more chould be done for them. One other matter regarding
this home : The cost of food is 48 04d per week per inmate, Tha
whole coet of maintenance and food is 78 43d per inmate per week,
Many of those in the home are old-age pensiomers. Out of their
pensions a eom of 68 per week is deducted. Many others are in
receipt of Imperial pensione. being old soldiers, men who have
fought and, in some instancer, bled for the Empire. Are they
treated the snme? No, The whole of their pension is taken away,
and up to 10s per week. Why should they be treated differently
from old-age pensiopers? I cannot nnderstand this thing, and can-
not see what justice there s in it. Also, I question very much the
Yegality of taking 10s from there men, considering that, including
all expenser, 78 41d is the total weekly coat. Is this a Costley
charity that is being ren ata profit? I mention these thinge pub.
licly becanse it is only by the people of Auckland takicg theee
things vp that wrongs will be righted. The workbouses at Home
are far belter apd far preferable in many things to the Costley
Hoeme. 1 hope on my next visit to find the Costley Home in a very
d:fferent pouition, The Costiey legacy for the Home for the Aged
Puor eeema to have been taken 1o do work that rates ehould legally
have done, and the rates of the city and district have been saved by
that amount,
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