
Dr. Sa&d, a physician who has
h\ed nuany years in Palestine, has
just written some curious facts
abouts the efforts to convert Jews
there to Protestantism. He says it
takes 52 missionaries to make 12
Jewish conu'i'ts a, ,yeai.
It is not generally known that the

"Messiah
' was lirst produced in

Dublin under Handel's own direc-
tion, and that H'andcl spent r.me
months, from November 18, 1741,
to August 12, 1742, in the Irish
metropolis.

Mrs. Charles M. Schwab, the wife
of uhe president of the United .States
vSb'el Corporation, taj<es great in-
terest m studies that aim to find
remedies for tuberculosis She has
displayed practical interest m the
matter by the donation of the best
microscopic outlit made in Uhe world
to the East End Charity Hospital,
Pittsburg, Pa

Major Patrick McMahon, son of
Kite iM.iishal Me.Mahon, President of
Fiance after the Franco-German
war, has been promoted to a lieu-
tenant-colonelcy m the French army.
He is uhe husband of the Princess
Marguerite de Orleans, daughter of
the Duke de Chartres Ho is not
ashamed to acknowledge and bear
the name Patrick, or that his people
came fi om Monaghan.

The 'Zambesi Mission Record,'
which is conducted by the Jesuit
Fathers, sa\ -. 'As we go to press
we hear with deep regret of Mr.
Rluwles' death \\e owe him a large
debt of gratitude for the constant
cicom agiment winch he has given
to our work m South Africa In a
lutluie nunibei we hope to lender a
moii) fitting ti ibutn to his meinoiy

'

Says a London Catholic weekly .—.
—

The pleasant side of Mr. Rhodes'
chaiactei was his clwint.v. In all
good causes, diflctence of creed mak-
ing no distinction The Sisters of
\a/aleth h.nr often infoimed us of
his kindness to their houses, and
other C.ttlioii.c Sisteis ha\e likewise
found him a helpei But hvpocnfi-
cal rogues who appealed to him
found him quite a different man, and
from these lie got the l eputatnon of
timht listedne^s, ,\n opinion we do
not slhii c

Sir AY II Russell. LLD . I) L,
the Irishman who, as the represen-
tative of tlie London ' Tunes

'
dur-

ing t lie Cimiean campaign, became
the gieatest Wat coiiespondent that
ever livid, (elehiated ins eighlv-se-
cond birthday the other da.v Jle
represented the ' 'limes ' not only in
the Ciitnea I,ut also ,v (he si< ge of
Luiknow, in the Italian campaign
of 185.), in Ihe American Ci\il War.
in the D.unsli War of 18(51, and at
Konnigmal/ lie went thiougli the
Fram o-Cet man war, and was pre-
sent at Soudan, saw Zululand and
the Trans\aal in lighting times in
187<)-80. and was m Kgv pt m 188,'{-
81 One of Russell's first achieve-
ments .is ,i newspaper man was tocarry to Hngla.nd, for the 'Tunes,'
by special packet the result of the
State Iri.il of O'Connell He beat
his opponents, it is said, by two
chn s

The Retv Peter O'Learv, of Castle-l.vons, ('or'k, has written and the
Insh Book Company has published
a \oluine of arithmetical babies in
Gaelic The tables are coni.plete, in-
cluding adidition, subtra.ction, multi-
plication and division tables, tables
of weights nieasiures and moneys,
avoirdupois, troy, apothecaries, lin-
ear, square and solid measure, ai
paper measure, the division of the
circle of time, and a metrical trans-
lation of the old mnemonic

'Thirty
days hath September.' In the com-
pilation of (he little book Father
O'Learv has introduced quite a num-
ber of technicalities hitherto un-
known in Gaelic, and he thus once
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more demonstrateshis' own resource-
fulness and the adaptability of the,
language to any formation of words
expressive of any idea, no matter
how abstruse or technical.

Senor .Sagasta, the new Spanish
Prime Minister, who has been called
upon to steer the ship of State more
often than perhaps even a Spaniardcan remember at a moment's notice,
is 75, and hasmade his way to the
coveted '

banco azul
'

from the
ranks. His father was a political
exile and li\ed in a village near Lo-grono, where the boy was educated1

at the village school. Later on he
qualified as a civil engineer, but
chose to start life as a reporter of
social events on a Madrid paper, andwhen the parliamentary reporter ofthe same paper was ill, young Sa-
g-asta took his place, and hiis first
acquaintance with the House in
which he was to become so disting-
uished a leader was from the report-
ers' gallery. His reports having at-
tracted the attention of the editor,
ho was sent into the country to sup-port a Liberal candidate, and retur-
ned to town as— Deputy ;his spee-
ches luwinjg recommended him to theelectors to such a degree that they
chose him instead of the man whom
he had been sent to support.

Air T. P. O'Connor celebrated his53rd birthday not long ago, and thenewspapers commented upon the fact)
that T. 1" 's looks arc at least a de-
cade behind what one generally ex-
pects to see in the face and figure ofi
a. person of that age. Were the ge-
nial editor of 'M. A. P.' to go
amidst a circle of discriminatingfolk, who did not know hfm by sight!— which would not be an easy matter
so well known is he in all parts of
the country

—
and state his age as 40lie wauld be believed by them all.

he would be belie\ed by them all.
dancing eyes, a chin not'unhke that)
of a .linenile footballer, and a figure
th.it, despite his wails of suffering,
from dyspepsia, miiglit cause em'y to
ri.so (in the breast of a man anxious
to be at advantage in the eyes of a
woiiMii whom he would fain woo.
ll'is hapr is abundant and coal-black,
and his -\ oico has about it that
pleasant and persuasive ring that
is so often to be found associated
with minds that have not lived long,
enough to evperience all the wrongs
and disappointments that are still
to be met with m thus old worka-
day world

markablo way, instead of raising
them. The estimates for County
Kerry are a notable case in point.
Kerry was regarded for a long tune
as one of the most lawless countiesin Ireland, wholly gi\en over to the
domination of the extreme Nationa-
list faction and organisations. But
in Kerry the, estimates ha\e been re-
duced from £73,701 in 1900, to
£.50,509 this ,\ea,i, while at the same
tjimet the public services and local
administration generally are being
efficiently and satisfactorily carried
on. The evidence generally points
to the entire success of the new sjs-
tem of local government throughout!
the country, and the complete failure.
of all prophecies of ill.
TemperanceVeterans.

A ino\ement has been initiated to
ha\e a foregathering of all those
veterans in the cause of temperance
who took the pledge (and kept it)
from Father Matliew between the
.Years 18:59 and 1858 Not many
there are who took the pledge in Uie
first year of Father Mathew's great
crusade who could meet now ; but
yet there- are a few, including" Mr
Benjamin Hughes, ex-Mayor of
ford, the, Nestor of Irish journalism,
Who took the pledge from the saint-
ly Capuchin on April 8, 1840, mx\
has faithfully kept it during C'2years A social re-union of the
original Mathewite teetotallers
would s-urely be k.u\ interesting gath-
ering.
A Curt Message.

During the tour of the Chairman
of the Irish Party, Mr P A
M'Hugh. iM P , and Mr Thomas
O'Donnell. M V , in the Ijnited
States and Canada, Sir Wilfud 1 ;i,u-

rier was on the platfoim, with
other members of his (.o\eminent,
nt a gieat meeting held l>\ them in
Ottawa. A London cii 1 tsr;ondei.t
learns, on high awthoiit\ liom Can-
ada, that Air. Chambeilam cabled to
Sir Wilfrid Laurier expressing sur-
prise at his action and asking for
an explanation. Sir Wilfiid Launer
he states, replied in a \ei,\ curt)
message, inviting Mr. Chamberlain
in effect to mind his own business
Mr. Chambeilam did not pursue the
questionnnj further.
Musical instruct.osi.

The annual report of Mr Pot< r
Goodman, inspector of Musical In-
struction to the Comniissionei s of
National I'Vucation (says a Itjblin
exchange). shows pal isfact or\ pro-
gress Since singing1 bicame a class
subject all the schools h>nc adopted
it, and the promess of t/'.ie iupils is
remarkable, coi>m/Icm n,g that m T^<99
only 1470 schools, out of 8700. un-
der the Boaid had music as a sub-
ject for examination while only
about 8000 out of the 1 2 000 teach-
ers were registered as competent to
teach it Under t*ie s\stem organ-
ise*! by l\lr (iiiiulni.ui. an assistant
was tent to a district f< r /i\e weeks-
to direct the coun-e of musical in-
struction and to hold <\ening class-
es for te;\ch< is wit Inn a district of
sonon miles in the pei lod fiom
September to ( hnsimas ll)00.ll)00. mu-
sic was introduced into 100 schools
in which it had not been taught be-
fore In some of the \illau;e sifuiok
where, a .commencement had to be
inaide the childten had to be I.irght
from the be^mnuig. They showed
great aptitude in singing in unison
and in modulator work.
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You can make no mistake in buy-
ing an '

ELcelsior ' plough. Price :
double furrow, £11 l()s , three fur-
row. £15 10s Any trial given.
Momow, Massett and Co sole agents
m New Zealand — ***

Anyone who can drive a team can
operate the

'
Excelsior plough.

Morrow, Basset t and Co. sole agents
ljn New ZeaUind'— ***

The
'

Excelsior 'plough is
'

Cham-
pion of the World.' On hillside, lea,
swamp, tussock, or stubble it is
equally at home. Morrow, Bassett
and Co. sole agents in New Zealand.

*■*#

A 'WORD OF WARNING.— Therecannot, unfortunately, be the sligh-
test doubt that that dreadfulscourge, Consumption, has obtained
a strong hold in New Zealand, and
anything which will tend to coun-
teract its terrible ravages should be
welcomed as a boon and a blessing
to mankind. A slight cold, neglec-
ted in it9earlier stages, is frequently
the precursor of phthisis, and many
a valuable life could have been savedhad an effectual remedy been ap-
plied before the disease had estab-
lished itself in the system. Such a
remedy is to be found in TTJSST-CURA, and the innumerable testi-
monials received by the inventor of
this preparation, which has earned
a world-wide reputation, prove con-
clusively that it is a certain cure for
all pulmonary complaints.***

DTP \ T^TT AtJPi CC% DRAPERS, CHRISTCHURCH.JSJCi % k A-»
** A* J v V/.j «" Are worthy of our Support

TUYFUS AND CO , Dentists, Octa-
gon, corta'f of (Jfoi-yc stieet '1hey
guarunicv highest class work at
moderate fees Their Hitinrml teeth
give general satisfaction, ;m<l the fnet
of them sii[»pl.\ itm a temporary <len-
ture while the f.M""s are tienhng does
ewny with the inconvenience of being
months without. teeih '1 lev liiiinu-
fncture a single aft ihcuil tooth for
Ten Shillings, and sets equally nmrlc-
rate. The administr.it ion of nitrous-
oxide gas is also a treat l»onn to
lliose needing the extruction of a
tooth. Head advertisement.—***


