
There is a gooddeal of truth in the rugged period just quoted.
Andyet you,and you,and youagain yonder, willpersist in pinning
on

—
or rather into— your inoffensiveseven pounds weight of palpi-

tating humanity,a set of
ABSURD NAME CLOTHES

hat itcan never shake off or rub off. You make it
—

in the matter
of nomenclature—

a sort of of scarecrow, to be pelted,for the term
rf its natural life, with ridicule or with surprise ani pity, that
wound just as deeply. And when it dissolves partnership with life,
you,or somebody else in your place, will sUck the name(or, rather
thenickname)once more

—
a parting insult

—
on the coffiu-plateand

the gravestone, ad p rpetuum rcl numonam;a monument to a
passing crazp.

The craze for strange-sounding ' prettynames
'

is by no means
new. The fondmothers of a former day u?ed to find inspiration in
the long-drawn romances of Mdlle. de Scudery. The many-
Byllabled, high-sounding Christian names of that time have long
since been runoat of the market by the Mopsidorasand th.- Dori-
menes and the Blouzelindas, an 1 the other parodied imitations of
comedians of later date. In the Puritan days,singular and some-
times grotesque ingenuity was displayed in the inventionof bugfes-tive and far-sounding forenames. Thet-e w«^re usually drawn from
words or phrases in ihe Sacred Scripture-i, or from th« stock te.inis
of the contemporary pulpit, or from the political and religious
watchwords of the hour. 'Prai3e-Gol-Barebonf-B'U one of the
gems of nomenclature of this period. 'llew-Ag;ig-in-Pieces-Before
the-Lord

'
was another. BenJohnson nukes bubtle the Alcbemi.st
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both model and stone and made his returns on the invoice" onestone over,estimated value 5d01."
'The stone was then placed in the wallsof the " Castle,"

where it remainedduring the rest of the fair, and was kissed
by at least 25,000 people,for which a fee of 10 cents was
charged.'At the close of the fair the manager of the village de-
sired to takethe stoneand exhibit it in a store in the city of
Chicago,and was informed that he could not do so unless he
made a consumption entry on the -.amc and paid the duty.
This was done and on the 24th of M iy, 1893, I delivered the
stone on aduty pafd permit.'

If any of the unsuspecting thousands whokissed thatoldpavingstone shouldever happen to drop across the perpetra-
tors of the fraud a long flat stone will probably again be in
requisition,but this time it will be wantedfor a tombstone.

NAMING THE CHILD.

(Act 3, scene 2) promise ParsonTribulation Wholesome and DeanAnanias that whenhehas given them the philosopher'satone,
(You will not need to) 'Call yourselves
By names of Tribulation,Persecution,Restraint, Long-patience and Buch-like, affectedBy the whole family or woodof you,
Only for glory,and tocatch the ear
Of the diaciple.'

The idea of searching the Scriptures for qaaintand unnsnalbaptismal namesdoes not seem to b« altogether abandoned,even atthe present time During the course of last year,for instancy aresident of TT»nline:den. England, applied for a certifioata exempt-
ing his latest-born child from vaccination. The prenomen givenby him to the little bundle of pink humanity somewhat; staggeredthe clerk. The 'fond parent,' noticing this, proceeded toexplainthat he had taken it from the eighth chapter, Record verse, of'
Hisak ' The clerk took his office copy of the Old Testament,

turned to the eighth chapter of Isaias (authorised version), and atthe third verse found the name, Maher-shalal-hash-baz(which, by
the way, is rendered in the T>..uay version,'Hasten to take awaythe spoils, make haste to take away the prey.')

'
That is it,' saidtheapplicant as he heard the name rolled out. And he then ex-plained that he and his wife had stumbled across itin the Bible,

thought it a rather aristocratic designation, and, therefore, pinned
itas a permanent appellationto their latebt arrival.

Writers of fiction are still,as iv the speciousdays of Mdlle. daSnidery, thechief manufacturers of bizzarre or euphonious names.The Family Herald and the Family Header seem to make a'speciality of coining fanciful first names for their heroes andheroines ;and almost every work of fiction that soars into theliterary heaven of passing popularity, leaves behind iton thebirthregisters akite-tail of baby-nanes of a moreor less atrocious kind.Catholics are,happily, less attractedby such curiosities of nomen-clature than others. Nevertheless, it might unnecessarily harrowup the feelings of a few among the many readers of the AustralLight, if Iwere to give here a list of substitutes for honest andold-fashioned Christian nanr.es thatIhave culled at sheer randomfrom a few dozen works of fiction that have won a brief and un-
merited popularity during the past10 years.

Itwasat one time a rather common practice in the rank andfile of the army to bestow upon infante the
NAMES OF THE PLACES

—
and especially of the places in foreign countries

—
in which theyfirst saw the light. Dickens refers to this peculiar army custom inhis

'
BleakHouse,' in which the three Bagnet childrenarenamedafter their respective birth-place, 'Malta,' 'Quebec,' and

'
Wool-wich.' Political events that stir popular enthusiasm to its depthsare responsible for many curious vagaries in Christiannames. Greatnumbers of 14-year-old 'Jubilees' are, for instance,dragging thewearyburden of their namesin England at thepresent time. Onehaplessyouth was saddled with the hyphenated prenomen of
'
Dia-

mond Jubilee,' he having h«d the misfortune to be born on the
fiftieth anniversary of the late Queen's accession to the throne.Popular warp, however, leave a far longer track in the name-
columns of our birth registers than any other class of political
t vents that Iknow ot. During the Crimean war there was a great
run on

'Alma,' as aname for girls. The last campaign against theMddhist1", in the Soudan, s iddled a great number of unoffendingiunocentb with such names a^
'Omdurman,' 'Gordon,' 'Kitchener,''Atbara,' 'Khartoum,' etc., a-.d itleft onehaplesß youngster, in theIslington district of London, languishing nnler the calamitousappellationof " O^man Digni.' The struggle in South Africa seemsto have produced ao exceptionallyprolific crop of topical and such-like fore-namp"). Among the common ones are 'B■bs,' 'Roberts,''Buller,' 'White.' 'Baden,' <Baden-Powell,' 'French,' and'Methuen.' Ihave read of quite an extmsive assortment of

'
Mafe-kings,' 'Kimbcrley,' 'Glencoet-V 'Dundees,, '

Lr.dyemiths,' 'Coles-bergn,' 'Pretoria.-,' " Blopmfonttiis,' and 'Elands' (the full term,ELindslgaate,being probably considered too formidable for constantdomestic u»e), and of sundry 'Cecil Rhodes,' one '
Glenaoe-Mod-der,' and of one 'Volunteer.' For some inscrutable reason thename

1helmont' seems to havebeen by common consent reserved for babygirls. Toward* the clo-e of li.st year a newly-ariived maiden was
registered in North Londonunler the rame of

'
RobertsPretoria.'A paragraph clippf d by me lrom a Welsh paper runs as follows:—'

VVales already pofseeses a "Modder Kiver Jones," a
"KiinberleyClifford," "Tugela Jurms," "

Jenny Ladysmith Jones." The widowof a Reservist has givenher daughter thenamesof
"

Modderina Bel-
montina MethuenaJones

"'
During the glowing enthusiasm which

marked the departure of the various early contingents fromNew
Zealand for thr- seat of war, the following names were,within afew
days,s*iven to litMc newcimers in Duntdin':— 'Badeu-PowellGor-
don Robert-,' 'E'gar Pretoria Ali^e Pretoria Baden-Powell,'
'Buller Pretoria,' and -Alfred Pretoria' Perhaps the most suc-
cessful (though possibly unconscious) parody on the prevailing craze
for war-names for children was perpetrated by a Zuluhouse-father
during the period when the enthusiasm over the Pauiotic Fund waa
at itsheight. The incident was related in the course of a letter
from Mr E. Pirker, ot Wukettelr", which appeared in a greatEng-
h-hdaily. Mr I'a.iker wrote . 'In a letterIhad frombrother, whois at AloutiiKui'd Kop. houth Africa, the foilowir g appears :—":

— "
Oneday last week the wife of a Zulu pre-enlid him with a son. The

little nipper had been chrn-tened M'foipana E Iv>klaio,which in
English is "The Absent-minded Beggar."'

The rcasoun tfcat, determine the

SELECTION Ol<' A PARTICULAR NAME

for a bit of sprawling b *by humanity are usually supposed to be
—

(1) its ralipiou^ significance, (2) family traditions, (B) euphony,(4)
the claim of friendship, and (3) the intention of honoring the great.
But there is a nondenCiipL und erratic of fusl-naru s that

CURIOUS INSTANCES OF PARENTAL FOLLY.

Said Romeo to Juliet in the play (the lines have been quoted to
extreme threadbareness) :—:

—
'

What's ina name ? That which we call a rose,
By any othername would smell as sweet ;
SoRomeo would werehenot Romeo call'd,
Retain that dear perfection whichhe owes
Without that title.'

Perhaps he would. But if hehad been called Hodge or Obadiah.or
Praise-God-Barebones—

or their Veronese equivalents— Miss Julie
would probably have found herself hunting about in search of a
sweeter-sounding name to label him with. Hence, too, that mania
for those oft-times misnamed 'pretty names,' which foolish mammas
inour day so often compel their unhappy offspring tocarry through
life. How your groom would stagger under the intolerabe weight
of Buch a nameas GeorgeWashington Orlando Briggs1 Andwould
not such an outrage in nomenclature as Thodolinda Irene Amelia
Noggs, drive your scullery-maid for a certainty intoan untimely
grave ? Some of our Catholic parents are following in the stream
of tendency towards unsuitable or ridiculous names drawn from
the worksof fiction, from tha animal, vegetable,and mineral king-
doms,and even from Greek and Roman heathen mythology. A
diveinto thepages of Lemprierewould cure someof them of their
fancy for certainpagan names. And in any case, theRoman mar-
tyrology, Butler's

'
Lives of the Saints,' and a little knowledge of

English, Irish, and Scottish Church hibtory would furnish them
with an abundance of glorions, and,at the same time, picturesque
names to place upontheneo-Chrir-tian at the baptismal font.

For,after all (says theEditor of the N Z Tablet writingsome
time ago in the AustralLight), there is something in aname. Car-
lyle says in his

'
Sartor Resartua

'
that " therehmach, nay,almost

all, in names. The name,' continues the S.ige of Chelsea, -is the
earliest garmentyou wrap round the early-visiting me; to which it
henceforthcleaves more tenaciously (for therepre names that have
lasted nigh 30 centuries) than the very skin. And now from with-
out, whatmystic influence does it not send inwards, even to the
centre; especially in those rilasdc first-times, when the soul is yet
infantine, soft,and the invisible neul grain will grow to be an all
overshadowing tre>> ! Names? Could Iunfu'd the influence of
names, which are the moit imp)rtant of all clothings,Iwere a
second greater Tristnegistus. Not only all common speech, but
science, poetry itself, is no other, if thou consider it, than a right
naming. Adam's firfat task was giving names to natural appear-
ances. What is ours still,but a continuance of the same— be the
appearance exotic— vegetable, organic, mechanic, stars, or starry
movements (as in science),or (»s in poetry) pabsions, virtues cala-
mities, God attributes, gods ? In a very plain fense, the proverb
Bays:

*'Call one thief, and he will steal."
'

3
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