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Lord Hopetoun’'s Resignation.

The Federal House of Representatives has lately had
under discussion a Bill entitled the Governor-General's
Establishment Buill, under which proviston was made for in-
creasing the Governer-General’s salary from f10,000 to
£18,000; and the praciical rejection of the measure by the
Federal House has producted a somewhat unexpected result in
the shape of the resignation by Lord Hopetoun of his pesition
as Governor of the Commonwealth. ‘I he reason advanced by
Lord Hopetoun for taking this step is that the salary is alio-
gether insufficient to coable Tum to adequately maintain the
digrity of his oflice.  He complains that he 1s “ expeeted to pay
the staft, visit the vaiious States, pay all travelling expenses
excepting railways, occupy two great Government Houses, pay
for lighting, fuel, staticnery, L legrams, postage [(other than
official), dispense hospitality, and maintain the dignity of
his office,’ on £10,000 a year, and he declares that he cannet
possibly do it. Hence he has a-ked to be recalled, and the
latest cable announces that his decsion on the matier s
trrevocable,
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Reading between the ines of Lord Hopctoun’s communica-
tionn to Blr Chamberluin cre caniol help [eeling that cther
cavses than the mere monetary diticully have contiibuted o
induce the Governor-General 1o ask fur a recall. The
monetary trouble was admittedly & purdly temporary difficulty
which could almost certainly have bien obviated by some sort
of provisional arrangement which should hold pood until the
Federal capual was finally cetabliched, yet the Governor-
General made it the occasion of an yrrevocable’ deasion to
resign.  We suspect that Loid Hepetoun, who appears to be a
man of greai administrative capacity, is kecnly and deeply
disappointed at the office of Governor-General being made an
almost purely ornamental one, the holder Leing left practicaliy
without administrative power, and this, coupled with a very
natural feeling of pigue at the guestion of bis <alary bemng
haggled and wrangled over in Puarliament, has turned the
scale in inducing him to mahe lis decton final. On the
question as to whether or not Lord Hepetoun ean maintam the
dignity of his ofice on a caluy of Lrowoo m a way
that he considus adequate and  propar he is himscdt
the best, and indeed the only judge. Dut on the broad
question as te whither or ndl fiowco a vear 1 oa
sufficient sum to enable a capablc man to do justice to such a
position we are all cntitled to an opinion, and for our own
part we confess that we are entirely 12 sympathy with the view
adopted by the Federal Parhament on (he matter. If Lord
Hopetoun, or anyone else who occupies such a position, cannot
on such a salary maintain the (quipage and give the number
of sccial functiens which he considers desnable the obvious
remedy is to reduce the retinue and cunia] the social funciions.,
It often haprens that the expoenditure in those direetions 15
really wastelul and unnecessary, and in ome cases positively
mischievous, and in cur view thire would be far more gamn
than loss te the true weight and dignity ol an cttice from Jop-
ping off a lot of functions and iestivities from which no
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adequate return is obtained. That sort of thing was well
enough once but the necessity for it is fast passing away, and
in an educated democracy the authoiily and dignity of an
office should depend, not on pageantry and display, but on
qualities that appeal to intelligence and teason. ¢ Plain livingr
and high thinking’ are just as desirable in 2 Governor as in
the governed and the ideal Governor is one who will set an
example 1o the community in that as in other respects, The
action of the Federal Parbiament Is a plain imtimation ta future
Governors that expendilure must be kept within reasenable
himits and that usdess extravagance is in no way desired by
the Cormamonwealth; and that view of the question all true
friends ol the demacracy will cordially approve,

A Remedy for Irish Emigration.

The very seriuus condition of things disclosed by the
recent census returns for Irelind has naturally given rise to a
feeling of grave alarm amongst the poliveat and rehgious
leaders of the peeple, and amoengst sl who have the best
interests of the country at heart. Phuring the 10 years ending
with the year 1901 no bess than a guartee of @ milhion of people
teft the country. The pepulation now ctands at a httle less
than four and a half waliwns, and duting the past o0 years
the same number of peaple emigrated as remains i Ireland
to day --in other words, in a hittle over 50 years the population
of the country has decreased by very neaily 50 per cont. It is
to be remembered, too, that lor, the most part, 1t s the young
and the stiong who hanve thus gone atnead, laving the aged
and infirm bebind, and the tde of emyration is stll flowing,
flowing mare steadily and tapidly indeed 1o-day than cver it did.
Itis evidost that of this drain continaes the country will simply
blecd to death, and v less some remcdy be prouptly applied
the Irish race al home i~ cven Bew on s way Lo extction.
What s the remicdy? What can be doue to slem the ude of
emigration which is fast draming ol the very Dfe-blood of the
nation?  "This 15 the question which couhionts the leaders and
friends of {reland and wluclhomust find aq answere il the country
is 1o be rescued from the threatened depopulation and decay.

%*

Ove solution of the prehilem bas heen recently suggested
by the Most Rev. Dr. O’ Donnell, the giited Bishop of [uphos,
and his scheme 1s defimte and practical, and gives all reason-
able promise of beng etleetne.  His proposal is, te put it
Loty a pracuceal appheation of the ponaple—wluch is being
every day more wnd more tully adoptud Ly all the progressive
tounbiies of the worldw—ol *the lind itm the peaple.  We
must,” writes s Lordstup, “use the Lind to cupport the people.
‘The only adeguate icimedy for dipepulation s 10 tun the
plough up to the very slopes of Tara, We must spare the dust
of heroes and (the memonals al the pasi; and 1t 1s nol neces-
sary to break up all the gracs lunda of the country.  But there
is not a county 1n Ireland whore more than half te land under
grass could not Le tuined to far Lttter account n village, i
held in farmes of moden ite avesge and culunvated by the hands
of the occupying familics, with huod help only as a supple-
mental and.” The proposal 1s to e catnied cut by methods and
machinery very similar to these wilr wiich we are famibar
under the Land o Settlenmients Adt, which has proved so
satisfactory and successfub in this Colony, ¢ A dopartment or
comumssion,’ continues 13r. O'Deonnd], “with powers for the
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