
The very serious condition of things disclosed by the
recent census returns for Irel md has natur.illv given ri-^e to afeeling of grave alarm amongst the political and religiousleaders of the people, and amongst all who ha\e the bestinterests of the country at heart. During the 10 years ending
with the veai 10,01 no le-s than a quarter of a million of people
left the country. The population now at a little less
than four and a half millions, and dm ing the past 60 yearsthe same number of people emigrated as remains in Ireland
to da)--in other words, in a little over =;o v.ears thepopulation
o! the country has decreasedby very nearly 50 per cent. It is
to be remembered, too, that lor, the most part, it is the young
and the strong who have thus gone abroad, 1< avmg theaged
and infirm behind, and the tide of emigration is still flowing,
flowingmoic steadily and1apidly indeed to-da\ than c ver itdid.
It is evident ih.it if t'us dram continues the country will simply
bleed to death, and 111 It some remedy be proirptly applied
the Irish race at home is even now on us way to t xtinction.
What is the remedy? What can be done to stern the tide of
emigration which is fast draining off the very life-bluod of the
nation This is the question which coi.tionts the leaders and
friends of Inland and whichmust find a-i answer if the countryis to be rescued from the threateneddepopulationand decay.

One solutionof the problem has been recr ntlj suggested
by the Most Riv. Dr. O'Donnell,the giited Bishop of iLphoe,
and his scheme is definite and practical, and gives all reason-
able promise of ben g effective. His pioposal is, to put itb.icflv, .1 pirictic.il applicationof the principle— which is being
every day moie and more lullv adopted by all the progressive
countries of the world— of * the Lnd lor the people.' 'We
must,' writes his Lordship, 'use' the land to support the people.
'1 he only adequate leniedy foi depopulation is to run the
ploughup to the very slopesof Tar a. We must spare the dust
of heroes and the memorials ol the past;and it is not neces-
sary to break up all the grass lands of the country. But there
is not a county in Ireland where more than half the land under
grass could not be turned to far bt tier account in tillage,if
held i:\ fauns ol model tie acreage <md (uhiv.ited by the hands
of the occupy.ing families, with lined help on!} as a supple-
mental aid.' The proposal is to be coined cut by methods and
machinery very similar to lho.-.e with which we aie familiar
under the Land for Settlements Act, which has proved so
satisfactory and successful in this Colony. '

A dtparttnent orcommission,' continues Dr. O'Dtnnell, 'with powers for the
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Current Topics adequate return is obtained. That sort of thing was wellenough once but the necessity for it is fast passing away,andin an educated democracy the authoiity and dignity of anoffice should depend, not on pageantry and display,but onqualities thatappeal to intelligence and reason. '
Plain livingand high thinking' are just as desirable in a Governor as inthe governed and the ideal Governor is one who willset an*

example to the community in that as in other respects. The
action of the FederalParliament is a plain intimation to futureGovernors that expenditure must be kept within reasonablelimits and that useless extravagance is in no way desired by
the Commonwealth; and that view of the question all truefriends of the democracywill cordiallyapprove.

Lord Hopetoun's Resignation.
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The Federal House of Representatives has lately had

under discussion a Bill entitled the Governor-General's
Establishment Bill, under which provision was made for in-
creasing the Governor-General's salary from £10,000 to

and the practical rejection of the measure by the
FederalHouse has producted a somewhatunexpectedresult in
the shape of the resignation by Lord Hopetounof his position
as Governor of theCommonwealth. ']he reason advancedby
Lord Hopetoun for taking this step is that the salary is alto-
gether insufficient to enable him to adequatelymaintain the
dignity of his office. He complains that he is

'exptcted topay
the staff, visit the vauous States,pay all travelling expenses
excepting railways,occupy two great GovernmentHouses,pay
for lighting, fuel, stationei),lelt grams, postage (other than
official), dispense hospitality, and maintain the dignity of
his office/ on £10,000 a >ear,and he declares that he cannot
possibly do it. Hence he has a^-ked to be recalled,and the
latest cable announces that his decision on the matter is
irrevocable.

Readingbetween the linesof LordHopetoun'scommunica-
tion to Mr Chamberlain one camol help feeling- that other
causes than the mere monetary difficulty have contributed to
induce the Governor-General to ask fur a recall. '1he
monetary trouble %\as admittedlya purely temporary difficulty
which could almost certainly ha\e been obviatedby some sort
of piovisional arrangement which should hold good until the
Federal capital was finally otabh-hed, )et the Governor-
General made it the occasion of an

'
irrevocable'decision to

resign. We suspect that Lord Hopetoun,who appears to be a
man of great administrative capacity, is keenly and deeply
disappointedat the office of Governor-Generalbeingmade an
almostpurely ornamental one,the holder being left practically
without administrative power, and this, coupled with a very
natural feeling of pique at the question of his salary being
haggled and wrangled over in Parliament, has turned the
scale in inducing him to make lus decision final. On the
questionas to whether or not Lord Hopetouncan maintain the
dignity of his office on a sal.ny of /,10,000 in a way
that he considers adequate and proper he is himself
the best, and indeed the only judge. But on the broad
question as to whether or not .£ 10,000 a year is a
sufficient sum to enable a capable man to do justice to such a
position we are all entitled to an opinion, and for our own
part v.c confers that we are entirely in sympathy with the view
adopted by the Federal Parliament on the matter. If Lord
Hopetoun,or anyone else who occupies such a position, cannot
on such a salary maintain the equipage and give the number
of social functions which he considers desnable the ob\ ious
remedy is to reduce the retinue and cvi tail the social functions.Itoften happens that the expenditure in those directions is
really wasteful and unnecessary, and in sOmes Orne cases positively
mischie\ous, and in our view there would be far more gainthan loss to the true weight and dignity of an office from lop-ping off a lot of (unctions and festivities from which no
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