
Lord Hopetoun's Salary.
Lord Hopetoun finds his position as Governor-General of theAustralian Commonwealthuntenable because his salary is only£10,000 a year,Parliament having deliberately refused to vote theadditional £8,000 asked for by the Government. Lord Hopetoun,in

asking for his recall after the Coronation,says he anticipates gravedifficulties for his successors, as no allowance whatever will be
given beyond the £10,000 per annum. Hehas been expected topay
thestaff, visit the various States, payall travellingexpenses exceptrailways, pay for lighting, fuel, stationery, telegrams, postage(other than official), dispense hospitality, and maintain the dignity
of his position. In doing so he has strained his privateresource,,beyond justification. At this juncture it will be of interest toquote the emolument given to some other men. The President ofthe United States, whorules over 70,million people,has an annualsalary of £10,000, and the Vice-president £1600, or £150 a year lessthan the sum received by the secretary of the Wellington HarborBoard. The Governor-General of Canada receives £10 000 perannum, and thePremier £1600. ThePresident of France' receivea
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theyplease, and overbear by immense majorities anything
that we can do in Parliament. It may be so, but even if
we are defeated in Parliament our resources are not ex-
hausted. We have taken no money frcm anyone to help in
the teachingof our own denominational views. We cannot
consent that our money should be applied to the teaching
of religious views from which we vehemently dissent with-
outany real popular controlor powerof protecting our own
interests,'

We defy anyone to show that even the semblance of a
grievance is here disclosed, for the British Week!// knows
perfectly well that the ratepayers' money about which it is
bo frightened is not applied to the teaching of any religious
views at all but is purely and simply a payment for the
secular instruction given in the denominational schools and
for nothingmore. The truth is that the Nonconformists
are split up into so many sects that they could not wellhave
denominational schools of their own and they are jealous
and annoyed that other religious bodies should enjoy what
their own divisions prevent them from obtaining for them-
selves. It is a dog-in-the-manger exhibition of the worst
possible kind,andit issatisfactory to note that this ignoble
opposition has met with the discomfiture and defeat which
itundoubtedly deserved.

There can be little doubt that the success of this Bill
will greatly strengthen our hands in the great battle which
we have been fighting, and have yet to fight, in this
country. The adoption of such a scheme by the greatest
deliberative assembly in the world is a fact the moral in-
fluence of which it is almost impossible toover-estimate. It
will surely at last stop the mouths of the political pigmies
who prateabout our claims being impracticable and impos-
sible, and will putan end to the foolish idea that the grant
of justice to Catholics will undermine and split up our great
(so-called) national system. Moreover, the English propo-
sals constitute a splendid vindication not only of the desir-
ableness but of the absolute necessity of denominational
schools in the interests of religious freedom. 'Whatever
may be the origin of the present state of things,' said Mr.
Balfour in introducing the measure, 'we have as a com-
munity repudiated responsibility for teaching a particular
form of religion ; we equally assume responsibility for
teaching secular learning. As we have thus left to the
parent the responsibility in this matter surely we ought.
in so far as we can consistently with the inevitable limita-
tions which the practical necessities of the case put upon
us, make our system aselastic as we can in order to meet
the wishesof the parent. Ido not stand here to plead for
any particular form of denominational religion. Ido stand
here to say that we ought as much as we can to see that
every parent gets for hischild the kind of religious educa-
tion he desires.' These are noble words, and the victory of
the great principles which they express should come as an
inspiration and as an incentive to us to 'keep the flag
flying 'and to throw ourselves into the old struggle with
untiringenergy and withnew-kindled courage and hope.

only is this so. but the carrying oapacityof a wire depends upon
the dimensions of the 'core' and its insulating gutta-percha orIndia rubber. The thicker the copper wire andcoating the greaterthe sp^ed The longest section of the cable— that between Van-couver and Fanning Island-will have a heavy 'core' and willcarry seven or eight words a minute,and this will be the speed olthrough messages By Dr. Muirhead's duplex system two mes-sages,one from each end, pass through the wire at once,but this is
not such a great gain as might be supposed,because only a fewbusiness hours in the day arecommonto the two hemispheres. Onsomeland lines the quadruple* system is used, and by it four mes-sages—two from each end— may pass simultaneously. No doubtreadershave watched with interest theprotracted negotiations thathaveled up to the construction of the Pacific line. Itwasprima-rily conceived for the purpose of getting rid of the monopolycreated by the companies who owned the eastern lines, and ofobviating the frequent interruptions arising on the immensestretoh
of land line through the barren regions of Western Australia "
There afterwards arose the additional necessity for an 'all red'line that would be solely under British control in the event ofinternationalwar. Thenet result must be such additionalsecurityasa cable can afford in time of trouble,and a much cheaper me.diumof communicationwhen times are peaceful.

Memorable Dates
The current week is more than usually pregnant with therecolleotions evoked by anniversaries of importantevents. Fouryearsago last Monday Gladstone, the greatest commonerof Britishhistory, closed a long and eventful life of nearly 89 years atHawarden, and was laid to rest amid the tearsof anation. It isthe fashion at the present moment to belittle the memory ofGladstone,and toattribute to his aotion the chainof events whicharesaid to have led up to the present war in Africa. That, how-ever, is a matter which history will set right, and Gladstonewillberestored to that pre-eminence of distinction that his statesmanlikequalities deserve. Itmay yet be admitted that in the matter ofHome Rulehis instinct was right, and when that comes to be con-sidered perhapsit may be seen that he was not so far wrongwithrespect to Africa. Tuesday was the anniversary of the death ofColumbua, who after giving to the world a newcontinentin H92died 14 yearslater. The history of Columbus is that of nearly all

men of genius. Andhe waa the product of his time. The mari-time nations of Europe, of which Spain was then the greatest hadbegun to
'
feel ' the proximity of America. If, as is commonlybelieved,he set out to reach India,he must have known from hisposition that it wasof immensely larger extent than supposed see-mg thathe was not thenhalf way. Therefore the magnitudeof thediscovery, and the fulfilment of the dreams hehad cherisheddespite

all opposition, awed him the more. Sixty-two yearsago onWednes-day New Zealand emerged into the sunlight of the nations as a
Colony. Settlement dates from a period much earlier, but suchadministration «s there was came from the parent colony of NewSouth Wales. The seat of Government was at Auckland, where themetropolitanfiction is still preserved by themaintenanceof a vice-
regal residence. The proclamation of the Colony was the advancenote of a waveof organised settlement by the NewZealandCom-pany. That is only 62 years ago, and the pakeha maintainedaprecariousfoothold on the shore, the interior, at all events of theNorth Island,being held by ferocious Maoris. Now theMaoriandthe pakeha dwell peaceably side by side. And thereis roomforsanguine hope that the aboriginal racewill survive the contact withthe white man thathas hithertobeen fatal. HadQueenVictorialiveduntil Saturday next she would havebeen 83 yearsof age. She diedonly lastyear,and already her birthday has been obliteratedfromthe list of holidays.

The GirdleRound the Earth.
The New Zealand end of the new Pacific cable has been duly

landed,and this Colony is now in telegraphic communicationwith
anumber of localities not hitherto within reach of the pulse that
vibratesunder the ocean. Butit will take some little time yet to
complete the chain that will connect the Australasiancolonies with
the Mother Country. The actual work of laying the cable between
Australiaand Britain viaCanada will be begun towards the endof
this year. The total length of the new cable, including 10 per cent.
allowed for

'slack,' will be about 8000 nautical miles. The longest
uninterruptedstretch is that from KelpBay. on the south coast of
Vancouver, to Fanning Island, which is about 3561 miles. From
Fanning Island to Suva, in Fiji, is 2093 mil^s ; from Suva to Nor.
folk Island, 961miles;and from Norfolk Island to New Zealand
537 miles. Itmay be of interest topointout that eventhe electric
spark is not superior to the obstacles created by distance. The time
taken by apulsation increases with the length of the cable in pro-
portion tothe square of the distance. For example,if it takesthe
signal onesecond to travel 1000 miles, itiwill take four seconds to
travel 2000miles, nine seconds to travel3000 miles,and so on. Not
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