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RIVERTON.

'STUFFING' THE PUBLIC SERVICE.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

ANCIENT IRELAND:

Its Literature, Art and Music.
The following are the particulars regarding the grade,salary or
wages,and religious belief of Government employes in theRiver-
ton district :

—
Orepuki to Nightcaps

—
Stationmaster, £150 per

annum, 2cadets, XGO a yeareach;1engine-driver, 12s per day;1
do, 10a per day ;2 firemen, 9s per day each;2 cleaners, 4a per day
each;1 guard, 9s ;1 do, Bs. All of these are non-Catholics.
Riverton

— Stationmaster, £195 a year;cadet, £60 ; porter, 5s a
day. Thornbury

— Stationmaster, £185 a year; cadet, £50 ;porter
58 per day. Otautau— Stationmaster, £185 ;2 cadets, £60 each.
Out of 20 employes there are two Catholics drawing the princely
sum of 10a per day between them. The employes in theRiverton
Post Office art

—
Postmaster, £200 perannum;cadet, £80 ;do, £60 ;

do, £30. The two lowest salaried officials are Catholics. The clerk
of theMagistrate'sCourt and a cadet at Riverton are non-Catholics.
Out of the 26 Government employes enumerated above, four are
Catholics, whose combinedremuneration does not exceed £250 per
annum.

A Vindication of Irish Catholics.

Atan entertainmentgiven recently inMelbourneunderthe auspices
of the Gaelic League the Rev. Father Ganly delivered a very
interesting lecture on the

'Literature, art and music of ancient
Ireland.' Want of epace compels us to condense the report of the
lecture which appe^nd in the A firoratp. Father Ganly, after in-
stituting a comparison between the life of an individual and that
of a nation, said that the Celtic race havingbeen saved from the
demoralising influence of Roman domination its genius created for
itself a literature, a legal code, a social hierarchy, in a word a
system of legislation equal in many respects to the most cultured
nations of antiquity andsuperior to nearly allpagan races.

If thehistory of a country be written in its ruins, in the relics
whichhave escaped the shipwreck of ageß, there is no land which

possesses a moreglorious or a more interestingrecord thanIreland.
The stimulation of the intellectual faculties and their development
toproduceexternalresults are manifested in the life of a peopleby
their proficiency in theartsof civilisation. Among these weshall
take six,by which weshall test Ireland's claim to rankamong1 the
civilised nations of antiquity.

ARCHITECTURE.
The history of therise and development of the builder's art in

Ireland forms in itself a most interesting subject of study. The
buildings of veryearly times, which westill findin the country,do
not differ much from structures of a similar character raised by
primitive races in every land, before a knowledgeof theprinciple
of the arch was discovered. Itis the architecture of necessity.

The first Christian edifices wereof aprimitive character. They
weredeveloped from the pagan model, with such modifications in
form as their difference in purpose required. It was during the
sixth century that the transition fromundressed masonry to dressed
andchiseled work took place. The famous Round Towersare said
todate their origin from this period. Anyone who has seen thesewonderfulmonuments of Irishskill cannot deny that,in beauty of
design, insymmetry of form, in compactnessof structure, they com-
pare favorably with specimens of ancientarchitecture found inany
country.

When the monuments of the builder's art in Ireland, from
periods ranging from pre-Christian times to the Anglo-Norman
invasion,are placedinconsecutive order, we can trace the transition
from a rude beginning toa style which wasdistinctively national.
The beautiful Abbey of Roscrea, in Tipperary, and King Cormac's
Chapel, Cashel, in the same county, are eloquent witnesses of the
degree of perfection to which the architecturalarthad reached in
Ireland.

METALLURGY.
One of the ancient Irish records

—
the Annals of the Four

Masters
—

tells us that gold was first Bmelted in Irelandas early aa
the year 600, before the Christian era. Itis certain that the pagan
Irish had a knowledge of mining. Implements of variouskinds
belonging to the craft haveof lateyears been found invariousparts
of Ireland. Quantities of gold and silver havebeen foundburied
with the dead.

Among the numerous specimens of ancient Irish metallurgy
which have escaped the wreck of ages there are three which have
acquireda world-wide fame. These are the Chalice of Ardagh, the
Processional Cross of Cong, and the Brooch of Tara. They are to
be seen in the Museum of the Royal Irish Academy,Dublin. An
adequate description of these exquisite relics of ancient Irish
metallurgy would be impossible. To form any idea of the superb
workmanship which characterises even their minutestdetail, one
has to subject them toa minute inspection.

The Chalice of Ardagh is mentioned by early Irish writers.
They giveglowing descriptionsof what they designate as a peerleßß
work of art. During the Danish invasions this precious treasure
wasstolen from Clonmacnoise and for centuries wassupposed to be
hopelessly lost. The robber, Gilcomhaiu the Dane, of Limerick,
was detected and executed for this and other crimes, but he refused
todisclose wherehe had secretedhis plunder, which waa hidden in
the earth at Ardagh, County Limerick. Itwasdiscovered thereby
a young man who since came to Australia, whomImet about 10
years ago in South Melbourne where he was then resident. The
Chalice of Ardagh is unquestionably the most perfect example of
ancient Irish art yet discovered. Itis composed of gold, silver,
white bronze and previous stones, and the ornamentation is co
delicately and so artistically worked that Iventure to Bay no
jeweller of moderD times could producea work equal to it.

The Brooch of Tara is a contemporaryof the Chalice ofArdagh.
They were probably made by the same artist. They show pre-
cisely similar developmentsof whathasbpen termed the spiral line,
or trumpet pattern of ornamentation Like other works of this
class, its basis consists of white bronze,and the ornamentsare in
gold, silver, niello, enamels,and glass of different shades.

Cong is a small township in the County Galway, possessing
historical associations of deep interest. Thebeautiful work of art

—
the Cross of Cong— which now holds a place of honor in the
Museum of the Roy<il Iriwh Aoa^e'n/,Pub1;>. i« tae proudest boast
of the littlo village. The Processional Ciosp of Cong is undoubtedly
one of the finest spejirners of metal work of its time in the Western
world. Designed as a reliquary for a portion of the true cross re-
ceived from Home by Turlough O'Connor, King of Ireland, in the
year 1123, the artist lavished all the re ourceaof hia ingenuity on
its con«triK tion. On ihe Hides of thf Cnws are inscriptions, the first
of which is tnutJ trarii-'lati d . 'In thin Cross is preserved the Cross
on which treFounder of the world suffered.' This beautifulPro-
cessional Ciobs >\as originally marie for thpArchiepiscopal Church
vi Tuam, During the ho-calkd Reformation the CrobH was con-

Mb. W. A.McKnight, of Liverpool,a well known business man,
uponreading; a report of the meetingof the Irish Church Missions
in thatcity at which the charge of intolerance was made against
thepeopleof Limerick, his native city, by Archdeacon Madden
andMr. Long, the

'
medioal missionary,' whose efforts to combine

proselytism with medical work have led to so many storms, ad-
dressed to Mr. R. Gibson, a Limerick Protestant, the following
letter of inquiry, dated 24 End 26, Mathew street,Liverpool,March
19 :—'Ienclose you a copy of yesterday's issue of the North
JEteprest. Iwill feelmuch obliged if you will peruHQ the report
of the Irish Church Missions meeting and informme whether the
charges made against the Limerick Catholics of persecuting the
membersof other creeds are true.'

Mr.Gibson replied as follows, his letter being dated Mulgrave
Cottage,Limerick, March 20, 1902 :—:

—
'Inreply to yours of 19th inst., Ihave lived for 58 years

amongst the Catholics of the South of Ireland, where weare in a
minority of about one Protestant to 40 Roman Catholics. Iam
well known as being a Protestant and a Freemason,yetIhave
never beenpersecuted, insulted, or annoyed about my creed by the
section of my fellow-countrymen who are supposed by those who
don't know them tobe the" base,bloody, andbrutalPapists,"nor by
their

"
tyrant priests.' The moreIknow my Roman Catholic

countrymen and women, the more 1 learn to esteem andrespect
them. The moreIknow of their lives the more convinced Ibe-
come that the average Roman Catholic (priest or people) is leas of a
bigot and moreof a Christian than the averageProtestant,

Ihavenodoubt but that there arebigoted, tyrannical,drunken,
wicked men and women (priests and people) to be found amongst
the Roman Catholics of Ireland,but Iam equally certain that the
average to be found of such Judae-like people is less amongst them
than amongst the Irish Protestants, clergy andpeople.

Was there not a Judas amongst the twelve chosen apoatleß of
of our Blessed Lord ? How then can we expect perfection in any
earthly Church ? Christ tells us plainly the tare not only will
grow amongst the wheat, but He distinctly tells us they must be
allowed to grow there until God sends His angels to separate
them.

IfArchdeacon Madden really wants todo as he says,to
'make

Christian men and women in Ireland,' then let the Irish Church
Missionary Society cease to spend money in stirring up sectarian
anti-Christian hatred inIreland. Let them spend their funds in
making real Christian men and women of the worse than heathen
of their own churches in Ireland. One young gentleman said to
me whenIasked him to help me in a church matter, 'With plea-
sure, Mr.Gibson; you are the first man who ever gave me the
chance of doinganyunselfish work for others. lam now nineyears
nLimerick, and noone ever before asked me to do anything that
wasof ÜBe to others, and no clergyman has ever troubled to ask me
if Ihada soul to be saved or damned.''Nonsense,'Isaid. ' Ican hardly believe that a man with your
abilities and in your position can have lived here for nine years
without someone trying to make you pull in aomechurch tean?.''

Itell you it's God's truth,' he replied;' not about me only,
butaboutat least a scoreof other young men whomIknow in this
city, all of whom would be only too thankful to havean oppor-
tunity of doingany good for others given them.'

If the Irish Church Missionary Society want work, let them
work amongst their own sects. If th(y want Irit-h Roman Cnthn-
lics 'made Christian men and women,' as they say, let them pub-
ecribe to the Christian Brothers or to St. Ita's Home, where boys
and girls are taught to benot only Chribtiins, but usefulmen and
women. The Christian Brothers.' work and the St. Ita's Home
work is more truly Christian work done ina Christian spirit, and
does more real good in a year than all the wmk of all the prosely-
tisers that ever tri^d to pervert their fellow-Chriatiaus who differed
from them on matters of doctrine.

Wewoulihve unitedly and peacefully together if those who
want to make money out of setting Ut> fighting would let us aione.'
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