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TEE Hon. W. Hall-Jones addresred a large meeting of his con-
gtitucots at Timaru on Tuesday evening. Referring to the state-
ment made a few days ago by a Dunedin representative that the
Sinking Fund moneys were not paid to the proper acecunt, he said
that there was now to the accouut of the Sinking Fund with the
Public Trustee an account of nearty £300,000, The expenditare for
the year, he admitted, had been abnormal, but much of it would
not oceur again, The Royal visit, mobiliastion of volunteers, visit
of the Imperial troops, education (L£57000), Tourist and Health
Deapartinentas (both new departmenis), Cook Istanda achaoner. ete.,
and a new sgteamer, to a large extent acoounted (or it, Pemny post-
age partly accounted for tihw increased poetal cxpenditure. 1t was
true that the expenditnre huad inereased, but the revenue had in-
creused in a greater proportion,  He asnticipated that the surplue
next year woald amoubt (o between £400,000 aud £300 000, The
remission in Curtomys daties rince 1895 amcunied to close upon
£700,000. The increastr in the Cu~toms returns were due rolely to
the increased apending power of the people, and not on aceount of
taxation, The value of free goods i up mwted amcunted to £1 687481,
and that of dutisble goods to £6,665 983  The duly er bhead on the
necessaries of Iifs amounted at a liberal scale to 11= 1021 per head
of population, or a total of £458,504. For this 11a 16?1 the people
received education, police protection, defence, subsidy to charitable
aid boards, and the services of the Labor Department, which had
been of immenee advantage te the pecple in providing employment
and settling labor disputes,

Convent of Mercy, Lyttelton.

g

Ox Thursday. May », the Feast of the Ascen<on, the impressive
ceremony of the profession of two young ludies took place in St,
Joseph's Church. Lyttelton, ©a the mormng 1n quesnion, a visitor,
looking at the rusile of the neat hittle church, would 1equire no
one to inform him that something out of the ordinary wus about to
take place, A little later this idea would be strengthened, as
whilat the cheir inton:s the *Veni Creator, a procecsion preceeds
slowly into the church headed by the cross-beuarer, Mis« BMay Mo'on-
viile, As soon as his Lordship the Bishop arrived ut the ssnctuary
he blessed the black veils apd rings. ufter which Maws wan celebrated
by the Very Rev., Dean Foley, There were preeent the local
Rector, Rev. Father Cooney (who acted as master of ceremonies),
Yery Rev, Father Le Menant des Chesnais, V.G, Rev, Fathers Mar-
nane, Galerne, and McDonnel), At the conclupon of the Blass his
Lordship delivered an impressive scrmon on the obligation and
happiness of the religous hife, atter which the novie = were led by
the Mother Saperior and Mother Asei~tan to the fool of the altar,
where they were intervogated by the Bishop, Then the mo-tsolemn
part of the ceremeny tock place. when the two novices clearly and
distinetly pronounced thewr vows. I'he Right Rev. Dr. Grimes
then placed the black vells on their heads and the rings on ther
fingers, The newly-profesred arose and surd aloud. * We are erpousad
to Iim Whom the angels serve, and at Who-e beauty the sun aud
moon stand in wonder.) The music was very micely ren-
dered by the choir. The young ladies who had the happiness of
making their religious profeswron were Miss Helann Florence
Thomp«on, Balelntha, Otago,and Miss llelia Slattery, Cloughjordan,
Tippsrary, [relind.

An Encyclical Letter.
. R

VERY great importance (writes the Tome correcpondent of the
Catholic T} attaches tu the Eneyclionl Letter whieh the Haoly
Father has jost is~ned  His Holine s rthanks God for having granted
him an exceptionally louy tenure of the Huly See,  This En yelieal,
he goes on to pay. wrll almost gonatituie hi+ testament, which he
wishes to convey to lus people with an ardent desrre tor their
srlvation. The Hely Tather reviews the persecutions 1o wiieh the
Chur:h has at different times been robyected, mintioning capeninlly
the struggle with Luther and the bitier warfare carried on avainst
the Church by modern philosophy aud the syatewms of But-onali-m
and Materialirm. which, he says, penetrats cven into the orgamsa-
tion of the State and overthrow order, both in the family and in
gociety, ‘Che Pontilf regrets that mariiage has 1o a0 many places
been deprived of its relipious character. and be denounves divoree
Jawa, His loliness affirms that all moral and politicd disorders
are due to Atheism, and he proceeds to attack the theoried of
Socialism, expressing 1 this conpe.tion his indignation at the out-
rages committed by Anuarchists, which, his Holiness says, are the
consequence of the disappearance of the religions sentiment {rom
society, The charpe that the Church is the enemy of sclence. pro-
gress, liberty, and civilisation be repud wtus and he declares that
society will tind ita galvation only in
A RETGRN TO CHRINTIANITY

and to the Catholic Chureh, 1lis Hgliness complaing of the perse-
cution which is being carried on against the clergy and religious
Orders, and even agaeinst the ead of the Chureh,  But) be rays,
the Church, with the help of Gud, has always triumphed in the
past, and it will coutinue to triumph in the fuinre Tt extends
everywhere in spite of obstacles and dithenlties,! The Holy Father
exhorts all the faithful to trust 1o Gad, and ealls upon the clergy
to stand aloof from political wtruggles. 1o tollow the conn-el of the
bishops, to make therr wo k hannonise with that of the Catholie
lai y tor the trinmph of 1he Church, and to be cver ready to piove
their Juyalty to the Holy Bee,

THE HOLY TATHER'S OLD AGH,

In the opening words of the Encyelical the Holy Father makea
st :h a tourhipg reference to hiv old aye that it deserves to be trans-

lated literally here, ‘'Haviag reached the 25th year of Our Apos. g
tolic ministry,  he saye, ‘ and wondering Ourselves at huving madesuch
a long journey amidst arduons and incessant cares, We are naturally
inclined to raise Our thoughts to the good God Who bas been pleased
to grant Us, with ro many cther favors, a length of Pontificate
scarcely equalled in history. To the Father ot all. to Him Who
holds in Ths hands the seccet of life, be offered then the hymn of
praise as an earmest expression of the heart's desire, Human
thought eannot penetrate the whole desipn of Gad in so protracted
and unexpected s longevity, and We can only adore it 1n silence ;
but one thing We know, and it is thal il it pleascs ¥im to prolong
Our life still further, the exted duty rests upon Us to live for the
service and the welisve ot 1liv immacul e cpouee the Chureh, ot
to be disoouraged by a- xieties of Inbhors but to consecrate to her all
the rest of Our civength., After these ufficting words s Holinesa
proceede to dea! with the subjects outlined above, The Letter,
which ocewpies eleven columns ian Italian tn the pages of the
Ossereators Romano, shows that bis Hliness has not lost his old
vigor a8 4 writer,

Bad Habits.
————

I¥ you ever find yoarself potting into the habit of blinking your
eyes rapidly without any ¢iuse, stamp the inclination out at once
or it will grow into an incurable habit that will make your eye-
sight fai} long before it ougbt. Natural blinking is necessary to
clear and moisten the eye, and the average number of natural
blinks per minute is about 20, These are necersary, and you do
them unconsciously., But a nervous 'blinker® will, says a writer
in dAnsgers, get 1n something like a couple of hundred in a
minute in bad eases, and the result of thisis a big development of
the eyelid muscles, and & counter-irritation that acts on the optio
nerve, und rendera the sight duily more weak and irritable, Onoe
contract this habit. and you will find you cannot bear a strong light
or read small type, and you will get worse and worse. The cure
con-ists in keeping 1he eyes shue for at least ten minutes an hour,
and bathing the Lids in warm water.

Do you uver feel inelined to breathe through your month ? If aa
you had better make up your mind atonce to keep that habit in
memory and never give it & chance to inerease, If you let it grow
on you, you will let the Yower half of your lungs fall almost entirely
intg dignse, for they are not filled if you do breathe through your
mruth ; the lungs will be weakened, and left an easy prey to mala-
dies of the chest, and yonr system will only be fed by about half
the oxygen it requires, Thounsands of people contraet this dan-
gerous hahit, which really is a certain lite-shortener, Even if yon
sleep with your mouth open—utill more people do this—you will
wet abont half the venefit from a night's rest you ought to, and thia
18 the main canse of ' that tired feeling ’ on waking in the worning,
And if there 1san epidemic floating about, you double your chances
of catching it, and also halve your chances of recovering, as you
weaken the lungs,

Another bad habit for the health, though not quite so dan-
gerous, is the common trick of moiatening the hips with the tongue,
If you muke a counfirined habit of this, you will make your lips
drier and drier, and render the nerves of them terribly sensitive,
Eventually yon will contract permanently cracked lips, which, be-
sides being paintul and annoying, digpose you seriocusly to the
danger of cancer,

Do you prek your teeth 7 If so, don’t, It will make a differ-
ence of yoard in the life of your ‘1ivories, and send you to the den-
tiet betore your timme, This halei, even after menls, will soconer or
later start the enamel of your teeth and give decay its chance to
creep in at the breach, which it certainly will do. Besides this
some people contract a p rp tual habit of picking their teeth when
they have nothing elss to no, snd thns will put a good sound set of
te th on the road to decay at least 1x or geven years before they
ought to go, You will lose yonr wleep, puy half a dozen dentist's
bills, and then wish yon had lefu toothpicks alons, Brush your
testh instead with carbolic powder after every meal 1f possible

A rather absurd, but quite common, habit, and ar unocom.
monly bawl one, 14 that of weralching one's head when perplexed,
Tnigwm ofcen done facetiously at tiret, and in absent-minded people
becomes & perfect mauis. It is nesrly always done in the game
vlage—over the ear—and, by breaking up the fibres of the hair
and irrtaung the roots, will eventually thin out the hair on that
spot into atmost a buld pateh, which will sprend. Numbers of
peopie have this patch withont even realising how they cause it,

At the monthly meeling of the Mudgee Hoapital Committes on
April T, My W, shaw drew attention to the facy that that day was
the 34th anmiversary of Mongighor W'Donovan’s taking his seat on
the committee. Mr Shaw expre-sed the hope that Monsignor
O'Idonovan would remain on the committee for many years to
come. Uf those who sat on the committee 34 years ago only two
remain in the fiesh, the Right Rev. Monsignor and Mr 1. Daly,

Our readers in Christehurch and distriets are reminded of the
Corenativn Carnival which opens this (Thureday) evening in the
Colossenn in sid of the building fund of $St, Mary’s Presbytery,
Manchester street.  The Colosseum has been transformed into &
veritable fairy land for the occarion, the erqual of which, it is said,
has never betore been eeen in the City of the Plaine  The carnival
will remn nn open for 12 nights,  Asthere will be a ecnmplete chan{!—‘\
of progrante each evening there will be no end of variety for ali
patruns. A muonalure coronaticn ceremony will be enacted every
evoning, and in sddition there will be a grand marceh, followed ty
dancea, and tableaux, ete  As a spectacular affair 1t promises to
eclipse anything of the kind ever produced 1o Christchurch,
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