
Don Carlos is an exile from his own country,being under a
decree of perpetual banishment passed by the Spanish parliament
because of his frequent attempts to organise revolutionary move-
mentsagainst the present Government. Heis now 54 years old, a
manof fine appearance, largestature, a fullbeardand portly figure.
He occupies one of the handsomest palaces upon the grandcanal,
andremains in Venice almost continuously for reasonsover which
he has nocontrol, because he is not a welcomevisitor at any of the
European courts, and France is the only country where he can
travel withcomfort or pleasure.

The Martinique Cataclysm.
The eruption on the island of Martinique,one of the FrenchWest Indian group of islands,recalls themost disastrous eventsofits kind whichhave happenedin the world'shistory. Particularly

it brings to memory the eruptionof Vesuvius thatobliteratedPom-peii fromthe face of the earth. For three days Vesuvius, which isabout six miles distant, continued topour out hundredsof thou-sands of tons of inflammable matter, which, wafted by thestrongwinds, rested on the doomed town, and buried ithigh above thetopof the tallestbuildings. Under the accumulated weight the roofssoongave way,and at the end of three days not asingle trace ofthe once busy town couldbe discovered. Indeed so completewasits
extinction that for 1700 years no one seemed to know the locationof the town,and to chance alone must be attributedits discoveryThe French West IndianIslandsare extremely beautiful,and theyowe their beauty entirely to their volcanic formation. They weresettled by the French in 1663, and have remained in Frenchpossession ever since, with the exception of the short intervalbetween 1794 and 1816 when they were British. Mt. Pelee,thesource of thepresent outbreak,is only 4450 feet high,but fromthe
descriptions it would seem that nearly the whole side of themountain fell in and liberated the confined mass of moltenmatter. The Itown of St. Pierre, now obliterated, was singularly
beautiful. Travellers have vied with each other in depicting itscharms. Indeed, the beauty of the whole group of Antilles is
almost unequalledin the world. And the catastrophe brings anadded regret from the fact that the people are mild
and inoffensive, as well as extremely handsome in form
and figure. Distant though Martinique is from France,
itnevertheless forms anintegralpart of theRepublic,and sends its
members to the Chamber of Deputies. This circumstance will
naturally quicken French sympathy, and from the Mother Countryas well as from elsewhere the disaster will be mitigated as far as
monetary help and sympathy are effectual. In the same volcanicbelt lies St.Vincent, now also suffering from a similar visitation
fromLa Soufriere. Itwas in 1812 thatMorne Garon explodedand
buried 10,000 people under molten lava. Notwithstanding thesecalamities people will still cling to the regions, where, however,
nature is extremelykind, and soon hides her scars with luxuriantvegetation, and human confidence is restored as quickly.

In Lighter Vein

Ben Trovato.
There is a story told of a lady who was asked by a neighbor

for the loan of a tub. She replied that her tub waa leaking ;
further, that oneof the hoops was missing; a neighbor had bor-
rowed the tub ;besides which, she hadn't got a tub !Some such
reasons underlie the couple of stories which follow :— A minister of
theEpiscopal Church of Americawas muoh abused for intolerance
and bigotry. The story was that he had dragged hi3wife away
froma revivalmeetingand forced her to go home with him. He
let the story travel until he had a fair chance to give ita broad-
side. Here is his reply : 'In the first place,Inever attempted to
influence my wife in her views or in her choice of a meeting.
Secondly, my wife laireverattendedany revivalmeeting. Thirdly.
Ihavenot myself attended any of these meetings for anypurpose
whatsoever. To conclude, neither my wife nor myself has any
inclination togo to such meetings. Finally,Inever had a wife.'
A somewhat similar reply is credited to Sir Wilfrid Laurier, the
present Premier of Canada. He was on what is sometimes called
a stumping tour of Ontario during a recent bye election in that
province. The election was bitterly contested, and efforts were
made both by the _,Liberals and Conservatives to stir up race and
religious prejudice. A Quebec Liberal, whose acquaintance with
Sir Wilfrid was only political, sent this telegram to the leader :—:

—'Reportin circulation in this country that your children have
not been baptised, Telegraph denial.'

To which despatch the Premiersent this reply :'
Sorry to say the reportis correct. Ihavenochildren.'

(By 'Quip.')
*"» Correspondence, newspaper cuttings, etc.. intended for thisdepartmentshould be addressed lQuip,*N.Z.TabletOffice, Dunedin,andshouldreach thisoffice onor beforeMonday morning.'There'snothing likea littlejudicious levity.'

R.L.Stevenson.
The Shipping Combine.

The formation of the gigantic trust, of which Mr Pierpont
Morgan is the head, recalls the reflection that such methods are
rapidly becoming universal, and demands the consideration not only
of politicians,but of publicists generally. There are alreadynine
great trusts in the United States. Thesj are the AmericanTele-
phoneand Telegraph Co., with acapital of 23 millions of pounds >
the WesternUnionTelegraph Co.,witha capital of nearly 30millions ;
the AmalgamatedCopper Companies, witha capital of 31 millions

'
the American Sugar Refining Co,, with a oapitalof 18 millions ;the
ContinentalTobacco Co., with a capital of nearly 20 millionb; the
StandardOil Co.. with about the same amount; theUnited States
Leather Co., with acapital of 25 millions ; the Pullman Co , witha
capital of nearly15 millions ;and theigreatest of all— the United
States Steel Corporation, with a capital of 200 millions. Besides
these large combines there arc others. The totalnumber, according
to the list publishedin theNew York

"
World

"
Almanac for 1902, is

163, witha combined capitalof 800 millions of pounds. Fromsuch

To Cyclists.
Itused tobe said when cycling first became fashionable thatpedestriansnolonger had any right* except funeral rites. But itseems to me that the shoe is on the other foot, and it is time that

cyclists didsomething to proteot themselves. Let them form them-
selves into a society for the Prevention of Inspectors of Nuisances.
The other day Iwas 'biking

'
along the footpath ina town not

fifty miles away from Wanganui, when Iperceived a pedestrian
turn a corner and come towards me. Iwas a stranger to theplace,
and thought the individual was an ordinary sensible citizen. But
he was the Inspector. Igave him a wrongname,like the enthu-
siastic cyclist thatIwas, and remembered suddenly that Ihad to
see a man abouta dog in a neighbouring township that evening. It
ia quiteeasy topick the

'
man inblue

'
the very first time, but not

so the Inspector. IfIhad been able to identify my manIcouldhave pedalled down some side footpath, and so spared myself the
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figures the colonialcommercial imaginationshrinks appalled. Thenational debt of New Zealand is somewhere about 50 millions ofpounds. That represents the capital invested in managing thepublic affairs of,say,800,000 people. We have not yet been in-formed of the extentof the capitalproposed to be invested by theMorgan Combine in shipping, but it must be very large,as ninemillions were given for the White Star linealone. And that line isonly one of four of the finest British lines which have passed intoAmerican control. MrHooley was accounted a wonderful financial
genius, and he played only with single millions. The Amerioanvariety of the genus throwshundreds of millions about andarrestethe attention of governments. If President Roosevelt seriouslycontemplates the clipping of the wings of truat and combines,heshould get to work early, ere they become toostrong for the Tar-quinianmethodof decapitation.

The Carlists.
The King of Spain, being k;years of age next Saturday, ip toba crowned itnmtdiaiely. and this recalls the circumstance that

therehas alwaysbeen a large party in thenorthern provinces of the
country styled the Carlists, who contend that the rightfulclaimant; to the Spanish throneha de-sc^nlaut of a junior branch
of the Spanish Bourbons. When King Ferdinand abrogated the
Salic law early in the present century, in the interest of his
daughter,QueenIsabella,his nephew,DonCarlos, took it very muoh
toheart. On Queen Isabella'saccession to the throne there were a
number of CarJist uprisings, whioh were repeatedin 1855 and 1860.
The first Don Carlos died withoutchildren in 1861, and his rights
devolvedupon his brother, Don Juan, whose son, thepresent DonCarlos, was born iv 1848. In 18G8 Don Juan abdicatedhis rights
in favoi of Don Carlos, andin 1872 Don Carlos raised the standard
of revolution in northern Spain. This war lasted for four years,
until late in 1876, when the last stronghold of DonCarlos, Touloso,
was taken, and the remaining Carlists were obliged to flee into
French territory. Don Carlos went to Paris, butin 1881 he was
expelled from France on account of his sympathy with the CountDe Chambord. lie has five children ;four daughters and oneson,
who will probably in some future time be a trouble to Alphonso
XIII. F
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BKOPHY &CO ha7ing ad 20 years'experience of the district are In a position to give reliable_ _ information as to the Grazing and Dairying capabilities of Propert in theUnawatu and surrounding districts


