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0ld Madrid.” 3 oung AnLvoxso’s covountion by the ride of
the Manzanares will be, so to speak, the overture to the
vaster celebrations which on June 24 are to tuke place nrar

the water of the Thames.
*x*

Arnroxnso XITT. was a bright little two-year-old when onr
eyes first alighted upen hinm 1o 1888, e is now a slender,
alert, pale, delicate-lonkine lad, high-spirited, a bit over-
strung, perhaps, devoted to his relig on, us becomes the
carefully nortwred son of « pioas mother, anwl—a wond
omen for the stability of his reign, be it long or short—
popular with the army and with the high-placed generals
becanse of his well-known ardor in the study of military
science. Young ALFONS0 has geen but little of the side of
life that appeals to the average hey. Ilis pupilary stage
has been almest a8 Spartan  in its  simplicity
and devobion to hard wok as  that of the
scions of the royel honse of Prussia.  *He is al-
ready,’ says a well-informed Madrid corvespondent, wriling
gome few months azo, ‘handicapped by his responsibilisies.
An English lad at 15 years, whutever his position, would
not be carrying hall the lead of knowledue borne by
Arroxso XIIL. He speaks English, French, and Germun,
ag well as Spauisly, has bad @ careful mathematien] training.
is a student of history, and is deve cd to military matters,
For a boy his knowledee of the clements of military science
i8 guite uncommen. A very robust body, free from all ten-
dency to illness, might carry this lsad ; the slicht figure of
the young King sugwests the need for less strennous effort.
When next Muy he tahe- oflice and becomes at least the nomi-
pal head of bre State, Low will he endure the additional
burden 7 Apart from the sentiment of sympathy with a
lad who i3 called upon to undertake n task so onerens us
that of Spanish rule, the qirestion appeals to Spaiw from the
Pyrenees 0 Andalosia.  The health of the IKing und the
consequent tranquility of the Sate are matters of the first
importance to the country”

»*

The Boy-King of Rpain has no eusy row to hoe.  Radip
cals, Republicans, Carlists constitute an clement of dange,
that i3 neutralised only by tha mutual repnonance of it
various sections and by the promise of fidelity on the part
of the army.  Maiters have, however, changed enormously
for the better in Spain since the days when ahuost cvery
ehapge of Ministry took place to the theatrical ucconipani-
ment of a yuomiaciimicnio,  ALroxan has been adopting a
concihiatory attitnde towards opponents and hrreconcileables;
the finanaal condition of Spain has greatly improved during
the four yewms that have clap-ed simee the war with the
United States; the country’s resonrees are being opened
up ; there las beon & great expansion of Ler over-sea com-
meree, and an unexampled parchase of shipping Lo lly the
flag of Leon and Castile o awd there is something like the
awnkening of a new spirit In ths wrand old Cacholie faud
which, we trast, will unde the work of 2 hoary tradition of
evil government and ing bk {o Spain some of her
departed glotics.

#*

Spain iz a Uleoding exan ple of the power of a series of
bad Govermnenis towerk the tninof o country, 86, Trrasy
thanked Gov for having b ~lowed upon her conntry w rich
goil and a vlorons climate. Mhe prayad Gon Lo add o wll
this the eift of a geod Govcrnment. This erowning gift,
Providence withheld, and ot s NIVs eruel saying was
Litterly veritied @ ¢ After a evntury of had Gosernment there
was under Ciannes Hone covamnent ar wdl” The bate
tered kingdom ovor which the yenthinl Auroxso is to rule
has had two periads of decav. followed by two swile hat
short-lived recoveries,  The siavteenth amd sevonirenth cen-
turies withessed the most wolul declive in lier Listory-—a
decline which affects her fortnnes to the prosent honr. ihe
eighteenth century (1700785  maw o et ol Towas
blighted by the long wars that raved wnd raood and slew ap
the cloge of the eighteenth, and the caly part of the nine-
teenth, centnry, which led to the loss of her South Awicrican
colonies. This, in turn, wuas succeeded by o reaction of
prosperity, which was broken up by Lhe Carlist wars, the ten
years” insurrection in Cuba (J208-1878), and the series of
crigses which led to the briel and deesive stroggle with the
United States.  Sypain’s firet deeline of national prospericy
arose out of what wag winl iy her proudest glory—the dis-

covery of the New World. Other causes combined there-
with to ageravate and prolong a sitnation which at last
reduced Spain from being the richest and most powerful
country in burope to her present position as a sccond-rate
power.  Driefly stated, these canses were (1) the loss of
popalation brought about by cmigration to the newly.dis-
covered Ameriea, (2) exeessive taxation. (3) long-voniinued
forcign wars, and (1) the partial abandonmens of munual
labor, vansed by social wnd not by religions influences,

»*

Iv would be manifestly impossible, in the course of a
leading articls, to deal, eveept in the mest summary way,
with the wide ranges of cavses of decay just indicated.
The rush to the new El Dorado beyond the Atlantic ruined
the mother country. The cxpulsion of the Moors from
Gravada also depopulated a portion of the nation. It in-
terfeted with the progress of agriculture, and recalls to
mind the driving of the Trish ¢ to hell or Connaught® under
Croxwill, and the deportation of the French ecolonists
from their homes in Nova Reotia by Governor LLAWRENCE a
century later. By the itime of PHInIP 1V. the population
of the conutry had fallen to about six willions. The dis-
placeient of popalation resulted in & serious disturbance of
egonomic conditions.  The prives of labor and of commodi-
ties went np enovmously in Spain.  The ordinary relations
of comtnerce were anhinged., The statesmen of the day
were nnable to cope with the economic revolution which a
few years had wronght. The flourishing silk and other
indostrics were rnined by the erbifrisius, by high protec-
t.oz, by foolish edicts aguinst the export of sillk, gold, ete.,
and by eveessive taxation.  Agricalture was also ruined by
wweessive inerease of mortmain properby and entailed estates
(smerfos i), and by the abandonment of mannal occupations
by the Peckesns of the southern plains, who wished to imi-
tute the * gentleman’s life " ot the old free Hidalyos who had
never howed to Moorish sway.  The addle-headed economic
svstem referved to in this paragraph was in force from the
days of Cuarnes V. to Purnip V.—nearly two hundred
years. No natien could have survived such govermuent,

*

We lLiave referred to war as a determining factor in
Spain’s deeay. | It is sufficient to merely refer to the war
policy of Pumap Il and Prinre IV.—the wars in the
Netherlands ; the wars against the Tnrks; against Barbary ;
Lhe disastrous expedition of the Armada . the raids of Eng-
lish privateers, Iike Sir Fraxcis DRARKE, on the West Indian
posessions of Hpain 5 and the later stroggles against Great
Dritain and France. These long-drawn struggles—hkewise
the later Carlist troubles — exhausted the exchequer and
impoverished the country. The loss of her magnificent
possessions in South Awerica followed fast upon the Penin-
sttlar War. Between 1810 and 1825 she lost practically the
whole of ¥outh America.  The loss of such an empire
would eanse uny nation to reel.  Ii is needless to say that
religion had nothing to do with creating the situation. The
happy snd prosperous condition of the intensely Catholic
Busque provinees—whicl were protected by their fueros, or
ancient Jaws, arainst excessive taxation, and by their moun-
tain fustnesses against the horrors ol many a war—is a
suflicicnt answer to the shallow Journalists and callow pul-
pirieers who feel disposed to attrinate Spain’s decay to some
minetess action of the Church,  The young Anvonso XIII.
receivos fos roral erown at a moment when his hard-tried
conatey I3 shullling off the evils created by a long series of
cul enil Governments—mnany of the worst of which, dur-
g the comr-e of the nineteenth century, were intensely
and avyressively anti-Catholie. We trust that the light of
returning prospetity which is breaking once moie on that
beautiful but ill-ueverned country will grow and broaden,
and that the stmpling who on Saturday receives the royal
erown tpon his boyish brow way reign long and happily
over a praceluly eontented, and thriving people.

For the exccution of wvnamontal wmk of any kind Mr J.
Tait, of Cashel street West, Christchurch, hias o well-deserved repu-
tativn which extends bhack veiy wmuny yewrs, A fine example of
the work turned out at Mr Tait's eslablishment is the memorial
ergsd to the memory of the late Rev  Father Chervicr, execuwcd by
him to the order of the Oatholies of Leeston. Mr. Tait bas a large
aud varied stock of monuments to select from, and all s work is
doue 1 the bent style...,
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