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the bitterness of the pangs of mal-de-mer, but full tables have been
the rule on the Moana since she cast off at Sydney, and the gentle
breezes and generally placid waters have saved frow sud staved off
the illness from many overstrung travellers like me who never
learns to look placidly from a steamer’s deck on *old ocean's grey
and melancholy waste,

Bomebody has remarked that when a number of people embark
for a voyage of three or four weeks a process of

Natural Selection

Bets up in the matter of sequuinlanve-mukiog  Natisnal or cclonia
groupe come together most spontaneously, but leave room for the
further play of occupation and svcial rank, It tuok the camera
fiends, for instance, only about 24 hours to find each ather out.
Colonials thaw rapidly and fall readily into friendly and helpful
intercourse with each other and the world at large and form a
strongly-marked and pleasant contrast with the cold aloofness of
the average Briton on tour, Acquaintanceships spread sporadically
—a number of little groups that have ' found' each other being
day by day brought into contact with othera through tome bond of
common membership, und games and the daily sweep on the run,
and exchange of books and magazines, and other kin ily courtesies
and the thousnd and one little interests of the voyage lknit all
together at last inte a happy family.

The old song hath 1t that 'the sailor sighs as sinks his native
shore” The lundsman feels a sense of lonchness when the shore—
be it native or foreign—has dipped beneath the waters and all that
is visible from the upper deck s a ygreat flat, sharply defined dise of
heaving blue, covered in—as with a great dish-cover—with the
fainter-colored azure of the sky and in ihe midst the ship, leaving
a foamy track astern. bay never seeming io reach any nearer to the
further edge of the ocean's circling rim. Mo nght and Ieft from
our ocean track occasional flying #ish ftutter up above the waters,
scurry off on their long, briny, wing-like fins, and, after a flight of
three to thirty yards, drop with a splash into the ocean. The
Pacific is not teeming with the~s interesting creatures, as the
Indian ocean ie, but we ‘flushed' a few of them nlmost every day
of cur long journey from Brisbane to lHanolulu, To one acquainted
witk the New Zealand coasts, and with the southern thores of
Australia, the almost complete lack of bird-life adds a strange
feeling of lonelinegs to the Paecific. From Bri-bane to Flonolulu
less than a doren sea-birds met my gaze—al! or almost all of them
dark, solitary rangers hunting over the fields of ocean hundreds of
miles from the nearest shore, and on motionless pinlon skimming

‘Up and down! Upand down !
From the base of the wave to the billow's crown,’
For this dark wanderer

¢ Lives on the wide, wide sea,
On the eraggy ice, in the frozen air,
And only secketh her rocky luir
To warm her young and to teach them spring
At onree o'er the waves on theit stormy wing.
Oa March 29 we ' picked up’ the

Isle of Pines,

It is the Norfolk Island or "hell’ of the adjoining French
penal settlemen of New Caledoma—the 1sland-prison of the most
traublesome und  refractory of the criminal popuiation of the
group. Iut st wae land, for all that and for howraat wttiacted the
eager a‘tention of every binocular on beard, althoush it nover
showed more than two dug cony aned groy nlls twenty -five miies
away on the run ¢f the wea  Twodwys lator (Bister Monday) tne
Fuyr group appeared—dim gprep peaks aed slet-hidls and we p
detached rocks that cut the hersem hue hibe thie teeth of o steel-
trap, The sea, as we approached the Fijia, wae s (o <peak, planed
and sand-papered, without a pulss or Fipple to bredk 1ts Jevel ~ur-
face, While the afterncon was sull brisht we passed within eiprlir
or ten miles of the fertite isjand of Mrenpa. the land where, ona
great annual festal day, natives walk through a pie ot fire-hewod
stomes. It appear~ that none hut the Imtated nre permitied to wi-
nees the ceremonies with wineh the copoor-~kinne?l old wizads of
Mbenwa prepare their men for thi- new form ot onical by fire, but [
should not he wopreed of thiy cubnng the lowdbery sodes of e
chosen i~landers to sume prepartion ahin o that whick ena/l o the
white schootboy 1o do curtous feals with hghted eandies and et
irons atler his hands and mouth bicce been weil aneintod with hqand
storax,  Vitr Lesu. the largest island of the Ty geoup, tuds " foom
Mienga—its javgod onthine of «harp. closerrawded peaks huing
closely roggostive, an Lhe Fadiny b, of the knobiby spioal column
of a great albgator,

Suva,

the capital, stands on Vit Leva, Jia fine harbor s surronnded by a
natural breakwater bmlt after aren of tal by thae wonaoriul sulh-
muarine enginaer the cornd m ect, ol crelos 1ound uboat like 4
great set of Jower tecth that eone abimost flish with the purtacy at
low water, Tbhe entinnee 1= throuph a break, ws though the iheiaor
bad Been pulled vut of the cirching dental row. s we were oy
piloted through it the p lot’s aarsnuen in toerr bort alo: gaide sany
(with a keen eye for o Livg coare quant vatrve ditt es 1 womolow,
vowelly tongue stratpely surprestive o thae of Lthe =1 tinn vaale 14,
beating time wuh their hamds swaving thor baee bronse <houlifers
to and fro, and displaying an apncude for biamony <ach as e
kears in a Lowbard v pepand o1 Goosun Gmp, A2 we prccecad
to our ancho ave showers of 1uckets wore sent up o welconge. aad
the coiored luchil- and tne Doups ot tae town ev b Ding 1ellienang
beamns upon the stnooth and powrinided face of the harba Tye
sun had net behisd Moe o Bentnd the vopeal pedks the nhy was
for a brief rpece Like bt cnpter that Fal beon pas—od thruugh

the tire  The blazing colors faded fast and daihnesa 10l ] ke the
stlent rollivg s o o f wewrt an, Ta the tropes thre 14 nene of
the po.try of the ~bower oo crepine wfe ur dusk of Gragro or the

Britieh I-les wie s

Hancock's “BISMARK " LAGER BEER.

‘ The lengthening shadows wait
The first pale atars of twilight,’

The plague in Sydney prevented us going ashore in Suva, The
more knowing New Zealanders eailed thither by the Taviani from
Auckland—a course which I cordially commend, for it shortens the
sea-journey to Vancouver by abont a week, nnd enables the traveller
to see this Pacific paradise in a leisured way. As for us, while the
ship loaded fruit and water, we swep' town and country with
glacser, and feasted our eyes on the rampant tropical vegetation that
swarmed over everything, crowned the tall peaks and framed the
bungalow of the white man, and the thatched huts of the coolics,
Convicts and policemen were the only natives who were permitted
to come along the wharf nesr which we were woored, They were
splendid specimens of manhood, of the type of their kinsmen the
Maori, the police in blue jacket and scalloped loin-cloth, the con-
victs in white loin-cloth ooly (stamped with the broad arrow), all
their skina the color of new copper ; thick, matted. erect hair,
dyed a golden color with the aid of lime {according to native cus-
tom}; and, but for their Polynesian head-pieces, looking as if they
had just stepped out from those studies of anatomy, the cartoons of
Rapbael A merry crew of conviets, too— for they sang their
native melodies to the ship-folk, and dived for coins and performed
mirkas (or dances) and posed for amateur photographs the live-long
day, and gained much cash thereby, and were more like over-grown
schoolboye cut for a holiday than criminals serving out a term of
bard labor,

We were natarally greatly interested in tha

New Catholic Cathedral

of Buva. which ia fast approaching completion, Tt is the most mas-
sive structure in the place and stands within a stone’s throw of the
wharves, in foll view of where the Moana was moored. Itiag
large edifice, built (I think) of stone imported from Sydney, and
ita fagade crowned with a great statue. A Hanking tower is in
course of erection. The building is roofed, and during ounr stay
there a bazaar in aid of the bmilding fund was being held within
it walla. The sacred edifice is to be solemnly opened in August by
his Grace Archbishop Redwood, and a large number of other mem-
bers of the hicrarchy of Australasia are expected to be present on
what will be for the Charch in Fiji a historie ccension.

There are some 12,000 Catholice among the ten score or there-
abouts of inhabited islands of the Fiji group. The remainder of
the population are for the most part adherents of some form or
other of Wesleyanism. As in the Hawaiian Islands, the native
populatiun is rapidly melting away. The current issue of the Fiji
Times during onr brief stay at Suva {that of March 2ih) published
official statistios which tell

A Melancholy Tale.

In 1891 the popunlation was 105.7'4, Last year's census returns
(now complete) show a population of only 4 397—a decrease of
L1347, or about 121 per thousand., The census of 1591 showed &
drop of 77 per thousand on that of 1481, and the tale of 2 vanishing
race that is told in the resentiy-published figures is well deseribed
by the Commissioner as ‘appalling, KEven the Maori ia vanishing
too, though. happily, not at such a raging pace. The last Tasmanian
aburgnnal died in 1872, In Victoria the black man is almost ex-
tinef. and in the other states of the Commonwealth he is just as
sutely doomed. The North Awmerican Indian is going, too. in the
wike of the vam:hed races tbat bave melted «n contact with
English-speaking civeisation,  Spain and Portongal alone of colon-
g peoples ey to be about the anly ones that were capable of
elevaring and preserving the aboriginal tribes with whom they
came 1o eoutect. Lo his resent work, 7he Spennk Poneers. Mr F,
Lumais (o dn ertcan non-Catholic writer) says, for iustance, that
*the legislation of Bpain in behalf of the Indians everywhere was
incowparably more exiensive, more comprehensive, maore systematio,
muore bumane, than that of Great Britain, the colouies, and the
prosent United Stutes all combined, Thoae first teachers gave the
spanish languoage and Christian faith to a thousand aborigines
where we garve a npew language and rneligion to one. There have
buen Bpauish schools for Iudians io Amrica minee 1524 By 1575
—uearly u century before there was a printing press in Englih
Aweriga—nwany bouigs 1 twelve diiferent Tndian languages had
been prirted o the eity of Mexico, where 1u our hi-tory Jaohn
Fiint's Indian Bible stands alone; and three Spanish universities
i America were nearly rounding out theirr century when Harvard
wa« foundud. A surprisingly large proportion of the pioveers of
America were college men @ and iutelligence went hand in hand
with heroism in the early scettlement of the New World. And the
result of the Spansh mothod of celenisation is this - that the pure-
Llood Indians of Mexico are 33 per cent. of the total population,
and people of mixed raves {34 per cent,. while in Peru 57 per cent.
of the population are aboriginale, and 23 per cent, of mixed race ;
and the Phibppine~. wath theic 6 000,000 native Catholica, are o
tonument wmore lasting rhan brovze to Spanish interprise and piety
and valor.

We left Sova on Laster Tuesday, April 1, amidst a pelting
downpour of covling tropieal ram that smoete the awning and sides
o the ship Like goall-sbot. That nighs, while the moonbeams
tipped the ripples with a patk of dancing hght, we erotsed the
I~uch weridian cast from Greenwich, and the captain gave us

Another Day.

We went to bed, on that Tuewday night, April 1, and arose on Tuces-
day morning, April 1. C'Toee and e tenses,’ says Froude in has
(A eana, ure rtrange things and at their strangest when one is
traveiling round the globe.  The guestion i not ouly what sesson
i4 1 bus what day is 16, and what o'clock is 16, The captain makes
intwilve velock when he tells s thit 5t 18 noon ; and 1t seemed as
if a supply of tune was amooyg the ship’s rtores, for when we
reached 180 E. long. be prosented us witk an extra day, and we had
two Tuesdays, two ewhtos of April in one week, As our gourse
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