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terrible unknown And ,\ eu they had
loved eacli othci to distraction lie
was a loreiiian to a contractoi *~u\(\

she a diessmaker going out b\ the
day; together they made a plenlilul
living lor themselves and the chil-
dren who wen1 coming fast Tho
war had begun their tioubles \i\ sus-
pending the woiks and making oi-
ders less plentitul, biit they had been
economical and could aflord tv wait
for awhile Anil anothei loimenu
was sj).ued them tor married men
were not liable in miliLu.v dwi.\
They would ha\e been better oil than
many others, if, unfortunately, lie
had not been a non-commissiunied
officer in Africa, and when that lever
for the Hag once gets into the blood
a man is liable to ielapse all his
life !

'So when the I'russians began to
advance, he became mote gloomy
he kept say mg that thuigs could not
go on like that howevet, he resis-
ted, unable to believe it But when
ho learned that they weie at Or-
leans, close by , when he heard that
Uhlans had been seen up the I'ollct-
tes road ; when he thought it likely
that he might see them debouching
in hi1? own sliret some, mmnine .
then lie could contain himself no
longer.
l
"

One day he went away without
telling me," she said in a faint
voice, stifling ,i sob with In i 'hand-
kerchief. "

And the woi st oi >t was
that 1had known it would end that
way, althouuh he li id lovid me as
tenderly as 1 did him, and wlnn h<*
did not come home 1 di\ined th.it it
was no use expecting bun

"And since--' Ah
'

miice then she
had learned that he went a lorg w.iv
off to enlist, out Boide.ii'\ vv \ be-
cause to find a pi,ice in 1 '".nice
whi.ch Wih still Fiench one had to
go as far as the (.aionne whillur
everyone had (hilled who still clung
to tho tigjhts oi the fat heiland .She
did not know <\acllv in what < orps
lie served Jt mil*-! be tin chas-
seurs at least, like outs ,1 >i.t he had
been passed from one depot to ano-
ther, and then snddi nl\ lie w is sent
away lie was on his vvav now to
the .limy. bill his leti v s had slop-
ped coming , it was a long nine
since she had Inaid fiom him'"

lie w ill (ome hai k to \ <>v, '
said 1 , ' you deceive it so v\ t 11' "

If the Pinssians leavt him to
me "

said she as he wnlxhcw"But meantime I am mi afiaul
'

'She wen!, but came b.u k a^aiu
I watched her moving about the
loom warming the bed piling 1 lie
healih with line st uks pi t pai nit;an
infusion over the nighi-'.unp t« nii-
nine and hospitabh i \ipnsiii in miu-
])licitv and m,ic '1n<- ihiIdii n
were iisleep under tin <vie oi lev i i-
derlv The house liu,hlid aml closed
llkl'fl'M' sl(>pt 111 Jit ,l(c One loii^ot
loneliness beside th's luaith the
dead bodies lv mv in the st i> i i, the
i oise of (ightmu Ih' <lism.il jiill oi
Ihis disl iessinj, \\ , i Its hiidnt
Inoki n the iivnr <-l ippi d miii1v
through its mot lonli and sliipmn
sands assuming ■■ i" tv to lioilt ,u-
mies

room told me so quite innocently ;
and while he the beloved, lies all
bloody in the frozen ground, it is
lor yo,u that this poor hearth is
kniidled ' No ' there i.s no religion
which U'aches such a duty as that,
a duty which does \ lolence to hu-
manity, loi it would no longer ap-
peal to men ! No , the executioner
and the wile of the victim eajniot sit
beside the same Hie .'

"
And her

hand laiscd, with convulsive en-
ergy, bigne-d me to depai t.

This time a painful shame re-
stot e>d me to myself. Catching up a
garment to throw about me, 1made
hastily towards the door. And yet
Iwanted to say something, to give
way at least to the agony that tor-
tured me ,my brain was filled with)
contending images;but terror of
that lilted hand impelled me
towards the threshold my presence
piofaned.'

At the moment whenIwas aibout
to cross it— was it the pallor of a
sick man, the disorder of my dress,
which 1 was hastily buttoning,
across my chest, the wildness of in-
expressible ang,uish speaking through.
my eyes ?—

or was it rather that the
phantom of tho soldier lying stiff in
death rose lrom the tomb of his
punishment to inspire his well-be-
loved with the supreme duty of for-
gneness? For now it was.she who
stopped me with hands joined,,
trembling with grief, terrible with
prayer. And when her constricted)
throat could open, it was an inhu-
man sob that parted it, a plaint
from a too violent despair. She
hung upon me, and in a broken
voice, passionate with entreaty, she
wailed .' v Forget it ' I was mad. Ah !
the latnorland, even when it grinds
\ou to powder, it is still tho
fatherland ' He would have wished
Stay !"

'But grief had overcome resistances
She made a sign that she could en-
dure no more. She put her hands to
her bie.ist as if to restrain her suff-
erIng, aaicl falling on her knees
across the threshold, her eyes, fixed
and full of poignant entreaty, clung
fast to mine, seeking their intention.For me, J obeyed, blinded by tears,
and going backward to a chair, I
sank down upon it and buried my
head in my hands.'

You can understand that I
found the night a long one. The
next morning Igot into the ambai-
lance, and when Irejoined my regi-
ment alter the armistice had been
signed. it was at Vierzon. My
thought had dwelt upon thatlost
letter of the unfortunate Boussard
which was the cause of my fright-
ful meeting with his family. The
Mhool teacher might bo o,blo to tell
me something about it. Ah ' well ;'
the fatality had been complete. The
beast had kept the letter, fearing
to alllict the family too suddenly !

'— '
('a tholic Times

'

The moderate w.umth of theroom had lulled me into that gentle
torpor to which exhausted bodies
} ii'ltl bo leadili. Objects began toleicdo, still glittering vvnh cle.nli-nes-, \<-l flowing \agin1 cn\i loped in
a \ei^ light cloak >n mist It was
II.c lenose, the oblnum ol the soul,
sweet piecursor lo that oi the biody.
Iwas happy anil had ceased to snf-
I'li

tin- dooi new open uiiil
.l \ lolenco that biouyht me to my
let l \s iih a. .sliock oi snipiise, as n
the call to aims had sounded A
woman stood theic

—
not the chaste

and gentle app<inti!on which butnow
lulled my dreams, but a distracted
eieature, coavjulscd by unspeakable
anguish, who clung to the dooi -post
to pre\ent herself fiom falling—

a
poor bloodless face disfigured by
horror. 1sprang towards her. Her
gesture lepelled me, as she spoke m
a harsh voice, with sobs and broken
woids which in my stupor 1 was
slow to comprehend until a name
suddenly enlightened me

'The I'russiuns might pei-
haps have left him to me,
but you ' — it was different ,
jou would not pai don him !

"
was her breathless plaint. "All
that was- my joy, all 1 lived for,
you crushed m the snow one morn-
ing against a wall, like a thing that
was troublesome and good lor noth-
ing Ah ' good for nothing, a being
like him ! But Ihe \eiy brutes
would gave admired him ' They ass-
assinated him ! To go and lea\o
everything, the little oiks looking
for their bread, the poor creature
whose whole soul is w tapped up m
,\ou, to destroy the home, to outrage
n.ituie and lo gi\e \ouisrll up to
them that they might nk \<>u
against a wall like t) m.ul dog i
Yes, IWuissaid, whom un; condemn-
ed, was mine

' \on took him awa.\
liom Toulouse And then, on the
road, for a word, lor a gestuie, for
a nothing at all, \on killed him '
Ife, the beautilul, Hie stu> tu> and
biaye, killed like a cow aid within a
stone's tin ow of the eiKinv

' Such a,
soldier as that ' A\\

'
it limus you

now to think of it
' ou tell jout-

st If that it was well done ' "Yes,
nou also admit that it was he— he
niv own ' "

'
Iwould ha\e been glad to get

away, but my will was powerless
I was n.iiled to the lLooi At the
name which had evoked this
-<ene 1 had iomj>rehemled
Ihe m volt mg coincidi ihc There was
I the nidge, undei m\ victim s iout
i he woman Ihad widowtd had ovei-
whi lined me with tin most touching
(.ins I was diopping asleep beside
oiphans who wtie ni\ handiuoik
'Ihe horroi s vvlii too ni.in\ loi mv
poor head to endme ' I was unable
lo lea\e the loom \ei theie she
Mood, close pressed ,igaii>st the door
si illing her sobs, wi inking hei .urns
.is if m malediction And su.ddenK
the monstrosity of il apjxaied to
her and revolted hei ' Ah

'
she

( ned.lifiting her head hai'g'fiid wild,
weieyou not one of those who p,un-

I'-hed him
"'

The man in the other
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BECTEVF.S WOKST NERVE ou MUSCLE I'AINS QUICKLY. PRICE, 2S. at CHEMISTS k GROCER ,ok POST FREE
FROM Wahco Manufacturing Co., Dunedin.

If \ou aio suffering from Bron-
chitis, send to your chemist for
TIJXSICURA You will receive in-
stant relief.***

BENJAMIN GUM CURES COUGHS AND COLDS.
MAORI TESTIMONIAL. BENJAMIN GUM
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cough while driviTg sroek ro Wdp.wa r.< T hulrend l#rice, 2,6 Everywhere, or Post Free from
pevcreiy, but ito k

" benjamin gum"
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toeay that U cur.d moumiplUtl}. L'JdbUJf b KKdIIUU lftdllUldtlUlllJg tUJipdllJf, UUIICUIIJ.
i (Sijrned). Taipa Nicura Wholesale A frent«—N Z. DRUG Co., Ltd.


