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could he made of the proyocation
offered by the lLicutenant when one
could wvote only about o gesture,
without c¢xplanation or reservatmon?
ITad DBoussard been guilty of an act
contrary to  discipline ? What an-
swer could one make Lo that dry
and bhrutal guestlon which wonld nol
he a sentence of death ? Passihly
the president s diseretwnm v pover
might perimat o diferent resntt, by
Bt e the aconsation to blows in-
flicted, and then the answer would
e negative and tho vesult acputial

But our months were closed, we
were al Cheverdier < merey, and one
by one, beginnming with Lhe least
rank, as 1f under the pressure of
fatality, we bowed our heads 1 ace-
quicscence.

‘Recalied, Dowussard listencd to his
sentence without a shudder, turned
in military fashion, and with a firm
step rejoined his escort, who handed
him over to the pguard, He was
confined 1n a swall room adjoining
the guardhouse, lLighted from o win-
dow from which escape would he

easy. ‘A sentry would have heoen tha
proper thing 1 hesitated, and
then decuded 1ot to post  one

Chance is always l'rovidence, and
the justice of God mght well be
exercised when man’s wus so evi-
dently defective

‘¥ visited the condemned man just
as his dinner had been scerved Not
wishing to disturb him, L altemptod
to withdraw, saving | would return
later, but he would net permt it

' 4" No, Dbeutenant,”  said he, rie-
ing, “the march 1n the snpow  has
been hard and vou uneed rest You
are Mot at the emd of your fatigues
hike me.  There 15 only one thing of
all you came to ofter that | will
accept  the wherewithal to wiite Lo
my wifo awd transimit my last wishes
to my children To-morrow, whon
all 1s over, 3on will have the hnd-
ness to fornard my o ettt

CAnd as bomsisted waith o comtpras-
sionate words and moa voree hroken
iy emotion  on n ocuritng o hoan
the usual  alleviations e waw vy
immense cimotion and was afledted by
il " The thing as done,  watd he
Sand vet T odeserved something bet-
ter than that ! at he refused ol
my offers

COne of the guard brought Wit
materials. Douscard  thanked e
There  was  nothing further te he
done bul Lo Ieave han, and 1 pessed
Lig hand ol withdrew You o can
untderstand  that I died veot sleep
The step of s orderly an the woo-
dcn staurs Nexl mornimg gase e
atrocious agony, and overy wmaolon
he made about the 1oom i prepanr-
mg for mvy oriate ncreasol the cinll
which peryaded my whole bhete I
shivercd while dressimyg By the hoht
of a =olitary caudle n the stiange
room, htterod with obiects that an-
noyed me

* The Lroops were
the  parade of  esecntron dismal
connngs  and cormes on fhe snow,
whispered arders, ranks stlent ander
the pressine of emotion, raen and
surroundings o wmonenful carreia-
fi1on. A T reached the guatdbonse
a priest ecanwes oul of at. the chap-
Tammy of A neghboring convent whoin

assemhling for

I had  notified Sceareely able 1o
speitk, he took mv hand A preat
pity, s those elaldben and  that
mother whose lives ate bovd  up o

s ™ And divnung my emotion, he
added - ALY 3 he conld have ano-
ther chanee ' 1 sadly shool v
head I went o an

T No one was speakmg in the gnard
house. and the men looked ot e
with deweted glanees The sergoant
opened  Bonssand'™s  door I foand
T on his foet ready 1o start fus
Bed had not Leen shopt g Fie took
a letter from the table and gase oL
to me UMy Tast will, Dievitenant
At Jeast they nost hnow that T
toved them well,”” he muttered 11
howedd his headd A creal strugple,
Lha bnal wrench, Was come on witih-
m I opressedd has haod e nndder -
sLood e, armd drawmne hoesel up,
he  ashoed CAre vounr ogomg 0
Though he had  refused what was

offered him he took a cup of black
cotfes ul my entreaty. The cold wasy
mtense and 1 wanted him to put on
his hooded cape. *““Oh !t no,”’ smd

he , "t would look as of I were
afraid ' 7' And he Look his place
o the midst of the picket  guard,

firm and upright, apDarently  imsen-
sthle 1o cold i his short chasseur's
lacket,

Foatie place ol xecilion was rather
less than two nules away.  Though
L Wan vety odrly, 2ot the news of o
mibitary  exegutton had got  abhout,
people were on the alert, the escort,
had been divined, and the condemned
man was aceompanied by a concert
of lamentations and delay ed by pub-
he compassion There wus nothing
which  this march did not conyert
mto a torture

*The cold, and
horror which chills, had paralysed
my braui.  Mechameally 1 followed
the 5O bayonets surrounding the un-
happy man, and recenoed a nervous
shock ewvery Lime that he was
halted We  entered o space  sur-
rounded by walls, from which the
crowd riis roughly  excluded, and
where the battabion formed a sguare
with three faces

* Boussard,  «~0ll O, had again
braced  bhiself Lo confront the
honors pand tho=e who are about, to
I shot ITe walked resolutely  to
tho cmply space, and now, the os-
v L withdrawn, he stood alone on
the fatal spot, facine the troops at
some dards' distance from the pla-
toon of  executlion The contman-
dant and several otlicors were  not
far away L wend from homn to then
with no wvery clear wilca of what [
was doing

Savhrle  the sentence was bhemy
readt s glaree wandered  over  the
contares 1o whom he wa- to serve
as o exainple, and the mihtary pre-
parations for s bhurial . then L
sectned 1o coneentrate atseli fiather
avway on dod, or perhaps on tho
pugned Nearth where all his Tove had
corrtied s teatnies were con-
tracted with Onotion Yeu suddenly
Do stftened with a0 Jast and teinhle
eftort of will e had consenied to
s sacrrhees the  soldwer had pe-
o ied self-possess1on - He ashed to
tinbhrace his commandant and  also
s captaimn The <cene was Leconi-

above all  the

me te paathelw the ranhs woere
shaken by o stort of oy the ~ol-
tiers with ontshetehed ams wore

entireatine pardon Fhe erowd thun-
dererd  araonst the walls A loud,
nnplorimg [ asconded | another
ruoment and the eweention could not
have Lehen place  The commandant
e onoamperdaling gestuze Boua--
sarid had st embeacisd ne s
Lo ham wmy throat constireted sith
A sohy o Show vornself o soldier Lo
the fast . don't let disaphine be -
fringed 7 A chasseur approached to
Tand us exes . he wnoashed Lo repulse
himn I bhea you T sawd, ol as
auts “Not on my knees. at least,
Fobasve well desersed 1o die on 1oy
feet U7 he exclaimed in oan ardeot
ASTIINE I ansrsted no further, 1 felu
rrastered, Foyelded 1o the ascen-
deney of this soul And as [ was
el awav | oeare Lhe sipnal to the
platoon which vl dirawn near, bt
without bemg able to sce 1t

The detonation resoanded withim
e as o bohad been struck by oa
Thumiderholt I cost e o terrible
efloll o Farse v ey s 1 suvw 1he
seracant hesitate for the  coup  de
srate ad the weapon <halkg <o
that the hall swent wild mto the
Dol Nothme lay before us now
bt o rap of  huwmwanity, o bhreast
fernr andl hreathless, bhat we eonld
teles tosprect Pully before these Prinains
whieh el shelbered {he most herow
Sodd ab las ever beon granted me to
approach

Wi took the road without return-
iy to the atv, the commandant
wisely considering that il was neces-
sary o Lo oreact in vuldarv fashion
agarnst too polgnant an impression
I <t had the unfortunate Dous-
sand s Ietter, avd n leokimg about
for <ome safe portson to whom Lo
confide 1t my cyes fell upon Lhe sich-

ly rotundity of the school teacher,
lost. and haggard m the petrified
crowd. 1 handed over to him my
sad deposit, adjuring him to act in
conformilty with the dead man’s
wishes , his  eyes puve a silent ac-
gumwescence,  and I hastily  rejoined
the head of the eoluinn, convinced
that the letter would rceach its des-
tination,

CIt ook s saveral davs to an-
preach the enemy, either because we
hesitated hefore 1he opposing forces,
or elsec  because it scemied more
crafty to keep them in suspense be-
tween two different. objective points.
At last we suddenly ‘decided on
Blowe, and 1n spite of our disorgan-
t-ation our attack wuas so vigorous
that  we  reached the suburbs of
Vienno on the heeis of the Uhlans
charged to scent us out. The fght
raged all aleng the (Cosson, unskil-
fully on our part but numerically
overwhelming ; so uch  so  that,
our artillery in place, by night wo
were 1n the faubourg, our bayonets
pricking the {lying Germans in  the
rear.  ‘They lost a great many in
the houses, and alse because the
Loire bridge blew up hefore the last
ol the cubalants had evacuated the
Cily, The plaiform was burmmng
when I armved with the first chas-
seurs of  the vanguard, We  wero
Lhalted, and for o while firng went
on across the Lowe above the flames
then 1t slackened and the river re-
lapsed imto the silence of mght.

"Tune was needed Lo reccover our-
selves, to recerve the transmit  or-
ders, and to recognise each other in
the conguered faubourg where the
cantonments had been taken by  as-
sauit. My orderly had found me a
bed, and was  much more energetic
e odefending 1t than sure of o mat-
tre<s for himself My wirival relea-
suil hun, and as soon as he was gone
1 opeued the door into a pgay and
bright Itile room with o fire ofl vine
hranches glowing on the hearth.

"L sank down exhausted, under an
attaekh  of bronchitis which alterna-
tely chibled aned burned me 1 had
heen suffening for davs with <hiver-
ing spells and o cough which grew
worse il everyv station The cold,
the pumohiity in the snow during
the fght, the hasty might marches,
had finally uof. the hest of me I
knew myself waorn out.  Incapable of
thousht or movenment until [ should
e thoroughly warnmed  through, T
ciouched down opposite the fire and
let, mysell be caressed by the sweet-
ness ol that sensation and spetiesw
cleantmess of mv surrowdimgs

“The door opened Lo adrmnmt  a
soune wonlan in black, whose slen-
der toure and the rebelhous locks of
whose fawr bair pave the unpression
af  a gracious  pride It was an
ameale  aucirelmg ther,  that  har,
which one felt must be heavy, yet
which  oscaped  confinement, in hittle
wuves of deereasing brightness  Mo-
dest and  simuple, hers was the dis-
tinction of a dwellor by Lthe Loire, a
daughter of Lthat troc Prench blood,
1hat soil of eentral France which
has not been mpregnated by o for-
cign nfiitration Between her two
hands, hands of n working woman,
dehente and  shilful, she carried a
trav on whieh were a bowl of hot
ninttk and some hiscuits.  She knew T
was 1l and she had come at oneo
with all that her arms could hold !
Oh! the sublune Trench woman,
poor pirl or great Iady, how she
thills when charity appeals to her
Leart ! Such o one T had  before
me. a pure woman, and T felt all my
sufferimes relax their hold upon mo,
my long suffering from cold, my bit-
ter saffering as o vanguishegd soldier,
melling m enntaet with this tender
ity and this consohng flame,

“&She talked of the sad topics up-
prrmiost at the toane, for of what
clue could she speak ®  The war ever
present over pushing farther its wave
of o oand  nvasion, a hackpeyed
sulrect, but one which to ecach as-
snmedd o special  aspect, and was
oither a misfortune or o menace. To
her 1t had been desertion in the first
place, and afterwards dread of the
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having bad 20 years’ experience of the district are in a position to give reliable
information as to the Grazing and Dairying capabilities of Propert in the

Manawatu and surrounding districts.



