
The King of Siami sent1 hearty
'congratulations to Leo XIII. fior his1

Pontifical JuMlee.
Lord Justice Vaughan .Williamswore a shamrock on St. Patrick's

Day. He was the only Judge sit-
ting in. the High" Courts, London,
who difci so.

The late Mr. Aubrey de Vere hasbequeathed the copyright of several
of his published works and the pro-
fits to arise.from their sale to theCatholic Archbishop of Westminsterfor the education of Catholics.

The proclamation of the King of
Spain's majority will take place
next week, but he will probably re-
main for three or four years under
the guardianship of the Queen-Re-gent, amd this prolonging of theKing's tutelage will have to be for-
mally ratified by ,some special en-
actment.

In> celebration of the Coronation,
the King is to give a dinner to
about 50,0,000 poor people in Lon-
don. This is to be called

'
The

King's Dinner,,' and the cost, esti-mated at £'30,000, will be defrayed
by his Majesty. A central com-
mittee h<as been formed at the Man-
sion House to carry out thearrange-
ments.

The
'

Week<-End
'

tells a good
story of an Irish M.P. He was tra-
velling by the County Council Om-

1 nibus to Westminster, and at* the
request of a lady said, 'Conductor,
put this lady off at the next cor-
ner.' The conductor, who was a
new man, failed to understand^ andsaM, 'Exciu&o me, sir, seems as how
she's behaivin' of herself ;don't
seem no occasion for proceedin' to
extremes.' The M.P. was too as-
tonisheid to reply and got off him-
self to avoid an explanation.

, Mr. Justin M'Carthy tells the fol-
lowing story -of a New York boot-
black in his book of reminiscences :
Iwas standing oai the bridge one
day studying the crowd, as was mywont, and wholly absorbed in the
study, when a shrill, youthful ,v,oice
accosted me, with the words:' Cap/n, shine yer boots ?

'
At that

time the great Civil War was not1
long over, and the chance distribu-
tion of military titles was ready
and libteral. Ipaidno attention to
the invitation,, although it was
repeated many times in tones of in-
creasing earnestness, and sometimes1

emphasised with an admonitory tapon tne bo,ots which my yio'ung friend
was anxious to shine. At last a
rival little boy seemed to imagine,
that he saw where the cause of my
indifference wJas to be found, and
pushing aside the' unsuccessful clai-
m-ant, he gave a military salute,
and appealed to mo with the capti-
vating 'words :'BrdgVvdiez'-'General,
shine .yer boots ?

'
Visitors to the last Passion Play

at Ober-Ammergau will be inter-
ested to learn (says a Londion news-paper) that A'nton Lang, who repre-
sented

'Ghristus,' is shortly to bemarried, to Mathilde Rutz, whose
rendering of the

'mystical -song 'was greatly admired. Fraulein
Rutz, who is a daughter of HerrRutz, the village blacksmith, and'

Leatter of the Chorus,' will stay,
until her marriage in the summer,
witth Missi Edith Milner, ati HeworthManor, York. The other week she
was the guest of Countess Gros-venor, wthere she assisted at a
drawing-room meeting, held to pro-
vide funds for the erection of a cot-
tage hospital in her native village.

Poor Piccolomini's death (says the'
Catholic Times ') recalls the al-

most analogous circumstancesof thedeath of Carlo Ducci on the 13thJanuary, 1,900. Ducci, like Picco-lomini, was a well-<k,nown composer
of drawing-room music, and hadfora very large number of years resided
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years, owing to the early hour atwhich they commenced'work. In tho
various churches they received timely
warning of the temptation and dan-ger which wquldbeset them, a warn-
ing of which they evidently took
good heed.
Shamrocks in London.

An ample supply of shamrock
reached London for use on St. Pat-
rick's Day. Most 6f it that was) for
sale at C'ovent Garden was the gen-
uine article. Large quantities were
ordered by the West End hotels- an,d
by people giving entertainments for
use as a table decoration.
The IrishLanguage.

The Society for the Preservation
of the Irish Language (says the
Dublin

'
Freeman's Journal ') is in

the happy position of seeing, the
seed which it has spent so many
long and apparently hopeless years
scattering in the Gaelic fields spring,
up with a strong "'a.nd vigorous life.
The Society has always aimed at the
schools, and has enormously facili-
tated ttho work of the schools by its
publications. These are now being,
consumed by tens of thousands. Last
year outdistanced all records. Fifty-
nine thousand five hundred and ten
Gaelic publications were sold, as
compared with. 8478 in 1900, which
year, was, of course, the previous
best* An edition of 10,000 copy-
"hooks was cleared. The total circu-
lation of the Society's books has
now reached the big total of
217,788, exclusive of the American
circtul>ation. Two essays in Irish

—
one on 'Irish Prose,' by Father
Dinneen,, and one on 'Irish Ver.se,''
by Dr. Hyde— are about to be added
to the Society's list. We hope to
see it receive many more additions ,
and the Society could do no more
useful work at present than by de-
veloping its eaiergies as a publica-
tion department. That it can do
the work well the past has proved.
Meantime, we agree with it that

'
it

is in the schools our main reliance
mtist be placed for the preservation
of the Irish language.' Though all
the obstacles have not been removed
a patrioticmanager and his teachers
have now a genuine opportunity of
making the teaching of Irish in the
schools effective.

in London. Both of them, as com-posers and teachers, must in their,
time ha«ve earned a good deal ofmpney. Yet both died penniless.
The fluneral of M. Piccolomini took
place on March 15 at the CatholicCemetery, 'Mortlake, Father EQoganofficiating. The mourners were'Mrs1.Piccolomini and her children aitd.
Father Conway. Mr. Williams,
music master of the Grenadier,,Guards, made the arrangements forthe musical part of the se.rvice, theprincipal feature of which" was thesilnging of Mendelssohn's '

Beati
Morfcui.'

Mr. Justin M'Carthy, who isstillriving in Westgjate-om-Sea, has fitiij-sheid the first volume of his
'
His-

tory of the Times of Queen Anne.'Those wh;o know his delightful 'His-tory of Our Own Times,' anticipatethe treat in,store for them for the
forthcoming publication. Mr.
McCarthy's health is fairly goad.

A sketch by Father Russell of theVenerab,e Father, Pl.unike.tto reminds
the t Catholic Press ' that CardinalMoran is the lucky possessor of a
watch wornby the martyr up to the
time,of his execution. An, Irish
correspondent remarks that Chief
Baron Palles, one of the most dis-tinguished Irish judges, claims kin-
dred with the martyr. His mother
belonged to the family of the Plu,n-
ketts of Rathmore, who'are descen-dants of a brother of Oliver Pkwi-kett. The Right Honorable Chris-
topher Palles has been called theLast of the Barons ; for this divi-
sion of the Supreme Judicature has
been abolished and, the title of chief!Baron dies with its present holder,
who has survived all the baronsboth os the Irish and English courts!of justice. It is noteworthy that all)
the Chief Barons, since the Act ofEmancipation made Catholics eli-
gible for the office, ha,ve been Cath-
olics—Chief Baron Woulfe, ChiefBaron Pigot and Chief BaronPalles.Maziero Brady held it for a short
time before becoming Lord, Chan-cellor. He .was not a Catholic, buthis nephew and namesake became a"Catholic, and will be rememberedfor his excellent work in connectionwith the ecclesiastical history ofIreland after the Reformation. Arare and valuable portrait of OliverPlunkett is in the Cardinal's PalaceManly.
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NOTICE TO HOUSEHOLDERS.

THE

"^yESTPORT, COAL CO., LTD.,
Hereby Notify Househo'deraand Others

that they are nowkeeping in '"

stockalargequantity' of

UNSCREENED COALBROOKDALE
COAL,

' ' '
Which conbe obtained fromall

Coal Merchants,at
35' PERSON toELIVKKBn.

This Coal can be highly recomroenden to
thpse desirious of obtaining a good house-
hold coal at a low rate. " " -

■

Morrow. Bassett and Co. have been
appointed sole agents in New Zea-
land for the Cochsbutt Plough Com-
pany's famous

'Excelsior
'

.arm im-
plements. Champions all over the
globe. Send for catalogue.—***

MYERS AND CO., Dentists, Octa-
gon, corMer of George street. They
guarantee highest class work at
moderate fees. Their artificial teeth
give general satisfaction, and the fact
of them supplying a temporary den-
ture while the gums are healing does
©.way with the inconvenience of being
months without teeth. They manu-
facture a single artificial tooth for
Ten Shillings, and sets equally mode-
rate. The administration of nitrous-
oxide gas is also a great boon to
those needing the extraction of a
tooth Read advertisement.—***

THE HOLIDAYS ARE HERE !
What are you going to give your

boys and girls for a Christmas pre-
sent ? If you use 'Book Cliffc

'
Tea

you can have your choice from our
catalogue of over 500 good a.nd use-
ful books, absolutely free. If you
cannot procure catalogues of books
from your grocer, send to W. Sconlar
and Co., wholesale -agpnts. "Dunedin,
and a copy will be posieri you by re-
turn mail The following useful
books are on our catalogue :

—
Mrs.

Beeton's Book on Cookery and house-
hold management, given with 6tb of
tea; The Doctor at Home, a book
that should be in every house, given
with lOtb of tea : The Amateur Car-
penter, given with 10It> of tea:The
Enquirer's Oracle, or Enquire within
upon everything. The money spent
by others in extensive advertising
and showy labels and tins is given
by us to the customer in the form of
high class literature.

— ***


