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MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIII. TO THE N.Z. TABLET.
Pergant Directores et Scriptores New Zealand Tablet, Apostolica Benedictione confortatiReligionis et Justitiae causam promovere per vias Veritatis et Pacis.

'
Die 4 Apnhs, 1900. LEO XIII., P.M.

TRANSLATION.— Fortified by the Apostolic Blessing, let the Directors and Writers of the New Zealand Tabletcontinue to promote the cause of Religion and Justice by the -ways oj Truth and Peace.
April 4, 1900. LEO XIII, Pope

Current Topics this country. In the first place people will not be likely to puttheir money, to any considerable extent, in an investment
which cannot yield a greaterreturn than 5 per cent, and whichmay give them a great deal less. In the second place the
scheme can have no chance of achieving complete
success unless the company takes over the whole of the
hotels in the town. What is the use of having a hotel
with male bar-tenders and with provision for limiting
the supply to patrons when on the other side of the
street there is another drinking place where an attractive bar-
maid is employedand where there are noneof the hampering
restrictions that handle ip the 'Trust' establishment. The
most probableoutcome of theoperationof the company system
would be that the private hotels in order to hold theirown
would be compelled to continually add to their 'attractions

'
with the result that the last state of the traffic might be worse
than the first. As the company hotels gained a footingand
were patronisedby the highly respectableand moderate people
the other hotels would be constrained,by forceof circumstances,
to cater for the less scrupulous class of customers so that as the
company hotels prospered the others would almost inevitably
tend to detetiorate. Moreovereven if the company hotels did
meet with considerablesuccess the success would be a doubtful
benefit for in spite of the best intentions and the most careful
efforts they would foim after all to a very largeextent a recruit-
ing ground for, and a sort of respectablehalf-way house to, the
less reputableplaces.

Although Colonel Morris's scheme is not, as we think,
likely to meet with any real success a proposalof the kind,
coming from piolessed anti-Piohibtttonists is interesting and
significant as showing that practically all classes in the com-
munity are agreed th it drunkenness is a great evil, and that
some tiloit should be m ide to check its growth. In this con-
nection a modest but by no means to-be-despised movement
has just been started in the Irishdiocese of Ferns which is worth
noting, and, as we think, is aho worth imitating. The move-
ment ha» been inauguraUd under the name of St. Patrick's
Anti-Tieating League ' The League has beenplacedunder the
patronage ol the Irish National Apostle,' says the CatholicTime*, 'because it rests on the double foundationof religion
and pitnotism. The primaiy object is to combatone special
and veiy grave abuse, treating in public houses, which is held
to be the chief cause of drunkenness in Iceland.' A member
piomi-es not to take a tieat horn another, nor to give one him-
si It 111 any pi,ice where drink is sold. He also promises to
It id a temperate life and to ch-couraye intemperance in others.
Ihot c is nothing absurd, puntunical, or fanatical about that
pledge. No one can deny that the fatal habit of intemperance
is more often than not acquired through the habit of drinking
foi pleasure when one meets an acquaintance or joins a party,
and it peoplecould be induced to giveup this custom a great
stride would havebeen taken towatds promoting general tem-
perance and sobriety. Ihe Anti-Treating League has been
organised for the puiposeof striking a blowat this custom,
and there is reason to hope th it m time it willstrike a very
telling blow. Incase any of our readers may wish to take a
practical interest in the movement we may mention that certi-
ficates and promoters' cards may be ob ained from the prin-
ters, Messrs. O'Brien and Ards, Great Britain street, Dublin.
ihe movement was startedby a committee of priests, but the

New Efforts at Temperance Reform.
A new scheme of temperance reform'— new, that is, to this

country
— has been recently propounded in Dunedtn and has

been already promised a certain measure of influentialpracti-
cal support. The scheme was first mooted by Colonel Mortis
in the columnsof a Dunedin religious periodicaland has since
bfen warmlybacked b\ Bishop Ne\ ill and severalother Chinch
of England clergymen and by the Otn^o Daily Times. litlefly
put, the propos il is that there should be formed in Dunedin a
Public 1louse lru'-toi Company .which should begin by buying
one of the best hotels and should rcfoim and elevate the traffic
by running the hotel 'on business and Christian lines.' The
company is not to pay a greater dividend than 5 per cent., and
any surplus profits are to go towatds the establishment of a
fund for thepurpose ot buying up more hotels. In an inter-
view with a representative of the Daily Ti»us, Colonel Morns
thus explains the details ol his proposal and the advantages
thatare expected to accompany it :'Such company to have a capital sufficient to purchase
one of the leading hotels in a good thoroughfare, under the
management of*asttong board of directors— business men

—
whowill appoint a manager and bar tenders, all experiencedin
in the trade, who shall be pud liberal salaries. It is self-evi-
dent that such employes, having no self-interest in the sale of
the liquor, would not piess the sale of intoxicants on the
public, nor would they have any inducement to sell liquor to
those already partially intoxicated, not to young people under
age, nor would it benefit th m to bit ik the laws by -elhng on
unlawful days or hours. The bond ol directors would also
form such other bye-laws as may seem necessary,and a breach
of the law, nnether public or b\c law, would bring about the
instant dismissal of tht" man iger At the same tune beer,
wine,and spirits of the best description would be kept on the
premises for such who demand it, whilst temperance drinks
would also be kept, and, if thought desirable, a commission
might be allowed to the inanaget on the sale ol such, whilst
not a penny of commission would be allowedon the sale of in-
toxicants. Tea and colice rooms, to which ladies might go,
might beadded, with, pcihaps, billiard and recreation rooms,
so as to make the house as attractive as possible. From the
experience of such houses at I lo'tit', tlu-te cm be no doubt th.it
it would ply well, espi-ci ill* il w iic'ied by a bond o! good
business men. In that tw, it is pmposcd that alter paying
the shan holders a really good dividi'iid (^ per tenl ) the bal-
ance ol the pioht should be placid in a sinking fund, until
there are sufficient funds to punhisi- m like manner a saond
hotel to be wotked in the same manner.'

According to Colonel Munis these Public House Com-
panies arc a gieat success in F.ngland and Scotland, though
we imagine it would be neater the truth to say that tne system
is still only on Us tilal in these countries and isbeing subjected
to serious ctiticism. However that may be, we do not believe
that the scheme, which dilh rs in essential respects ft^m the
Public House Trusts in England, v\ill ever come to aiuL'n.ig in
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