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MESSAGE

e 4 Aprihig, 1900.

OF POPE LEO XIII.L TO THE N.Z. TABLET,

Pergant Directores et Scriptores New Zealand Tablet, Apostolica Benadictio
Religionis et Justitize causam promovere per vias Vearitatis et Pacis.

ne confortati,
LEO XIII, P.M.

TRANSLATION.—Fortified by the Apostolic Blessing, let the Divectors aud Wheiters of the New Zealand Tablet
continue to promote the ceuse of Religion and Fustice by the ways of Iruth and Peare.

April g, 1900,

LEOQ XIT], Pope

Current Topics

-

New Efiforts at Temperance Reform,

A new scheme of temperance reform-—new, that is, to this
country-—has been recently propounded in Dunedin and has
been alrendy promused a certain measure of nfluenual practi-
cal support. The seheme was first mooted by Celonel Mors
in the columnsof a Dunedin religious periodical and has since
been wanmnly backed by Bichop Newilland several ather Chureh
of England dergymen and by the Otago Dadly Limes. Buetly
put, the propos s that there should be termed v Dunedin a
Public FHlouse Lrustor Company,which stiould begnn by buyings
one ol the best hoiels, and should reform and elevate the trafhic
by running the hotel *on buwiness and Christian limes.”  “he
company 1s not to pay a greater dividend than 3 per cent., and
any surplus profits are o go towards the establishment of a
fund for the purpose of buyimg up more hotels,  In an inter-
view with a representatine of the aely Fravcs, Colonel Morns
thus cxplams the detals ol bis pruposal and the advantages
that are expected to accompany 1t

tSuch company to have a capilal sulficient 1o purchase
one of the leading hotels in a good thoroughfare, under the
management of*a stiony beard of directors—bustness men—
who will appoint a manager and bar tenders, all experienced in
in the trade, who shall be pud hiberal salaries. Lt s self-evi-
dent that such employes, havime no sell-interet in the sale of
the liquor, would not press the sale of ntovicants on the
public, nor would they have any mducement te scll hiquer to
those already partiaily intovicated, nor o youny people under
age, nor would it bonefit th m to brok the Lins by elling on
unlawful days or hours. The boud of directors would slso
form such other bye-laws as may scem necessary, and a breach
of the Liw, whether public or bye law, would bring about the
instant dismissal of the manager At the same tme hewr,
wine, and spirits of the best doceription wouid be kept on the
premises for such who demand it whnlst temperance drinks
would also bie kept, and, f thought desirable, a commission
mught be aliowed to the manager on the sale ot such, winlst
not a penny of commission would be allowed an the sale of m-
toxicants,  Tea and eoliee toums, to wineh ladies might go,
might be added, with, puhaps, illuird and recreation 10oms,
50 as to make the house as atbactine as possible.  From the
experience of such houses at Home, thete can be no doubt that
itowould pay well, esprarady F wacdhed by o boud ol good
bness men. Inthat et s proposed that adter payongs
the <harcholdors a really good dndend (5 per cent ) the bal-
anve ob tie profit shondd be placed anoa sinkng fund, anul
there are salficient funds to puicliese n hilke manner a second
holel o be worhed in the same manner,’

*

Accordmg to Colonel Moriis these Public House Com-
panies are a great suecess i Englad and Scotland, thourh
we mmagme 1t would be nearer the truth to say that the system
s sull ondy on s tnialain these cowntnes and 15 by subjected
to serious cticisin. However that may be, we do not belicve
that the scheme, which dilfirs in essential respects finm the
Public Houve Trusts in England, wil ever come to any Uiag m

this country. In the first place people will not be likely to put
their money, to any considerable extent, in an investment
which cannot yield a greater return than 5 per cent. and which
may give them a great deal less. In the second place the
scheme can  have no chance of achieving complete
success unless the company takes over the whole of the
hotels in the town. What is the use of having a hotel
with male  bar-tenders and with provisien for limiting
the supply to patrons when on the other side of the
street there is another drmking place where an attractive bar-
mad i employed and where there are none of the hampering
restriciions that handicap the * Trast’ estabhshment. The
mewt probable outcome of the operation of the company system
would be that the private hotels n order to hold their own
would be compelled to contimually add to their ¢ attractions *
with the tesult that the last state of the traflic might be worse
than the first.  As the company hotels gamned a footing and
were patromised by the highly respectable and moderate people
the ether hotels would be constrained, by farce of circumstances,
to cater for the lesy serupulous class of customers so that as the
company hotels prospered the others would almost inevitably
tend to deteriorate,  MMorzover even if the cumpany hotels did
meet with considerable success the success would be a doubtiyl
benefit for in spite of the best intentions and the most careful
efforts they would form after il to a very large extent a recruit-
g ground for, and a sart of respectable half-way house to, the
less reputable places.,
*

Although Colonel Morris's scheme is not, as we think,
Itkely to mect with any real success, a proposal of the kind,
coming from prolessed anti-Prohibiionisty 1 interesting and
siprificant as showmg that practically all classes in the com-
munity are agreed that drunkenness is 2 preat evil, and that
some dilott should be moude to check ity prowth,  In this con-
nection a modest bt by no means to-be-despisid movement
hers Just been started in the Ebrish diocese of Ferns which is worth
notingr, and, as we think, 1s also worth initating. 'he move-
ment has heen mangurated under the name of St. Patrick's
AnteTieating League  * The Leagrue has been placed under the
patronage ol the Insh National Apostle,” says the Catholic
Times, “because it rests on the deuble foundation of religion
and patiotism. he primary ohject s to combat one special
and very grave abuse, treating i public houses, which is held
to be the chief cause of drunkenness in lieland.” A inember
pronn-es nol to take a treat from another, nor Lo give one him-
sl any place where drinke s sold. He also promises to
I wd a lemperate Life and to discouraye intemperance in others,
Fhere s nothing absurd, punitameal, or fanatical about that
pledge. No ove can deny that the fatal habit of intemperance
15 more olten than not acquired through the habu of dninking
for pleasure when one meets an acguaintance or joms a party,
and 1t people could be induced to give up this custom a great
stride would bave been taken towards promoting general tem-
perance and sobriety.  Lhe Anti-Treating [.eague has been
organmsed for the puipose of stniking a blow at this custom,
and there is reason to hope thit i time it will strike a very
telling Llow.  In case any of our readers may wish to take a
praclical interest in the movement we may mention that certi-
ficates and promoters’ cards may be cb amed from the prin-
ters, Messts, O'Brien and Ards, (reat Britam street, Dublin,
‘ihe movement was started by a committee of priests, but the
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