
In Lighter Vein
(By 'Quip.')

»"« Correspondence, newspaper cuttings, etc.. intended for this
department should be addressed 'Quip,'N.Z.TABLET Office,Dunedin, and
should reach this officeonor beforeMonday morning.

1There's nothing like a littlejudicious levity.'
R.L.Stevenson.

Wilful Waste.
TheOhristchurch Prca,has an enterprising and inquiaitivere-

porter whohas been noting the astonishing amount of wastethat
occurs in even a comparatively small city like Christchurch. He
gathered his information from a visit to the rubbish deetructor-'Within the last few day?,' he says, 'about seven cart loads of rub-
bish have been taken to the de3tructor, and already there is a small
heapof marketable material, chiefly metal, which has been put
aside. Amongst some of the rubbish to be burned are tobe noticed
shavings and pieces of wood that scores of families would be only
tooglad to get for household use. There are also a number of
bottles, and an enteiprising "bottle-oh

"
man would do well to

enter into a treaty with the City Council to obtain all the bottles
sent along as rubbish. Any observant person may notice that the
came wasteoccurs in every townandeven in the vicinity of many
residences. This is the result of a colonial disregard for seeming
trifles, and a lofty contempt for small things. It is a well known
fact that in large cities elsewhere the household and trade rubbish
is eagerly competed for. la the colonies it is thrown to waste or
burnt. There was a time in the early goldfield days when pennies
were toocontemptible for common use,aud when threepenny and
fourponny pieces were almost unknown. Some men who formerly
deßpised them would now be jrlad to pick them up, aud the riotous
waste that prompted men to light their pipes with bank notes, or
eat them sandwiched with bread and butter,could have no other
ending but poverty. Evenin this email Colony thousands upon
thousands of pounds must be waited annually in disregard of ap-
parently trifling things,but when thenational attention becomes
roused to the virtues of thrift, as in the individual cases we have
mentioned, these trifles will beutilised.

Obituary.
Mr. Dooley observes that

'
greatness manes white whiskerß.'

This accounts for all the fuss that has been made over thepolar
bear who died recently in the Sydney Zoo. He had white whiskers
all over his countenance, and all over theback of his head, andall
overhis chest, and all down his back right to the endof thelittle
leather tag with which all self-respecting bears conclude. It is
Btrange that wenever heard of this bewhiskered oldgentbeforehe
passed in his checks. But as the philosopher of Arohey Road
remarks inanother place'Th' principal ingreejent iv fame is bein'
dead.' It was so, anyway, in the case of the gentleman whohas
earned a reputationfor nodding.

( Seven cities warr'd for Homer being dead,
Who living had no roofe to shroudhis head.'

The poor bear diedof a cold. The doctorin attendancecouldn't
tellat first whether it was a cold or only theplague, there is such a
similarity between the two complaints. Fancy a cold killing a
Polar bear who, up in the Arctic, wherehis parentsearn anhonest
living by knocking explorerson the head, used to spendhis nights
perspiring on the shady side of aniceberg. Somebody must have
left the gate of the Zoo openand thereby createdadraught. Any-
way,he has gone where all goodbears go to.

The following is the death notice, printedfor privatecircula-
tion only :

In the last week of April, 1902, at his residence,CageNo. 27,
The Zoo, Sydney, Pole R.Bear,after a brief but fatal illness;aged
17 or71 years. Private interment. Flowers respectfully declined.
NorthPole papers pleaße copy.

What's in a Name ?
Though, as Ophelia says, a roseby any other name wouldsmell

as sweet, it is sometimes hard to convince people thatnoparticular
efficacy is implied by a designation. There is the liqueur Benedic-
tine, for example, whichmany people suppose iB made by monks.
The fact is that the secret of making it was discovered by a drug-
gist, whoat firrft started on a small scalo. Butaa the sale of the
cordial grew rapidly, he bought the ruins of the old Benedictine
Abbey at Fecamp. He turned this dilapidatedstructure into a dis-
tillery,and called hia liqueur Benedictine. As soon as a man or a
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womanbecomes famous, something or other, usually anarticle ofdress, is named after him or her. The Wellington boot came in
about the time of Waterloo,and was the dress footwearof our
fathers. Its antithesis, the Blucher, was namedafter the Duke'srival and friend. The brougham wasnamed after theLordChan-
cellor of that name,because he adoptedit inplaceof the old hack-
ney coach, and the victoria was, of course, named after the late
Queen. The Albert chain, which superseded the old fob ohain or
the still older one wornround the neck, andstill sportedby ladies
was named after Prince Albert, who visited Birmingham in1849^and receiveda specimenaa a present from the jewellers. The Q-ari-'
baldi jacket is not even yet extinot,and theKosßUth hat needs no
explanation. The Cardigan jacket was first worn in theCrimea,
and is named after the leader in the famous charge of the Six
Hundred. Itis even still worn. To MissAmelia Bloomer,of NewYork, the world ia indebted for the name of a garment
(or iB it garments /)) much derided among conservative
people. Dolly Varden hats and Fauntleroy suits are named after
Dickens' heroine and Mrs Burnett's juvenile and aristocratichero
respectively. One can already buy a Bobs suit and a Baden
Powell hat. It is not only toarticles of dress that thenames of
celebritiesare given. Shakespeare makes Mre. Page declare that
she cannot tell 'what the dickenshis nameis,' but we must not be
misled by this intosupposing that the 'Great Scott

'
of one who is

astonished refers to the'Great Unknown.' It is amodified form of
oath,like 'zounds,' 's-blood,' andother favorite expressions of the
bloods of formerdays. The term boycott wascreated in1881, when
Captain Boycott, an unpopular landlord,wasostracised by: orderof
the LandLeague. "None of your blarney 'comes down from the
year 1602, when one Cormach Macarthy, lord of Blarney Castle,
who wasa wily and soft-apoken Irishman, wheedledGeneralCarew
intoraising the siege. The Black Maria, in which prisoners are
conveyed from the court to the gaol, owes its name to aburly
Boston negress named Maria Lee, who kept a sailors' boarding
houee. When the constables were in a difficulty, it was a common
thing to send forMaria, who collared the refractory and led them
to the lock-up. The process of adding words to the language is
thus going on every day. Some of thembecomepermanentacquisi-
tions. Others, as ephemeralas the fashion thus indicated, die, and
are forgottenonly tobe resurrected in the pages of contemporary
literature.

Notes
The Pirst of May.

May-day has passed in Europe without the usual Socialistic
eruptions, though it is to be feared that the quietness wasnot due
toany abatement in the demands put forward by theSocialists,but
rather to the circumstanca that their attention was oiLunwiae
oooupied. Itwould be idl" to hope that the suppression of the
Belgian riots will secure a peace that can be secure and lasting1.
The elements that caused theupheavalstill exist, and, like the fire
of a volcano, will escape with the additionalviolence caused by
repression. The Socialistic element on the Continent is a much
more deadly and dangerous one than that with which liberal
politics are associated elsewhere. The Socialist of New Zealand,
for example,is amild mannered individual who probably wears
spectacles,and whose dreamof asocialistic paradise is boundedby
the rateon the unimproved value, municipal ownership of every-
thing, and representation of minorities, this being varied in aa
many shades as there are individual idiosyncrasies. But the
European Socialist is a much moredangerousIanimal. He wantß
blood. He is particularly avidfor it inRussia, whereindioxtions of
unrest are exceptionally alarming. The disaffection seems at length
to have permeated the army, for weread that the menof a regi-
ment at Moscowhave been removed to a remoteprovincebecause
they refuse to fire on the rioters. And that a marine detachment
has been similarly punished for a like reason. The designs of the
Nihilists have for many years necessitated the closest guardupon
the royal person, and most people have read of the elaborate pre-
cautions which are taken to protect the Czir from assassination.
Not even the Sultan of Turkey is surrounded by a stronger chain of
guards. Thereforea journey from the capital to Moscow, whither
the Czar and family go on the 25th of this month to lay the foun-
dation stone of amonument to the late Czar,is a matter for serious
consideration. No doubt the French elections have provided a
safety-valve for surplus Gallic socialistic energy, and of course
recent events in Belgium must account for the absence of disturb-
ances there. Elsewhere the demonstrations seem to have passed
off quietly, the enthusiasm of the celebrants probably expending
itself in [oratorical fireworks. This is at least something to be
thankful for.
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BIC.O3PHY SO CO ?av^no 20 yearslexperience of the district are in a position to give reliable* information as to the Grazing and Dairying capabilities of Propert in the
Canawatu and surrounding districts.


