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fn the Catholic countries of Spiin and Belginm there
have recently been enicted seenes of grave disturbance and
disorder, not arising indeed directly from any eonflict with
the Chareh, bat o digsorder nevertheless in which the inter-
ests of the Church were seriously threatened. So far us
Belgiun is concerned, the erisis has, ns we explained lasi
waek, for a time at least, been happily averted, and che
Clerical or Church Purty have now a tighter arasp thin
ever on the reins of power.  In Spain the discontent is of
very dangerous and far-reaching charasier, and (he recent
efforts of the Government have only temporarily allayed 1.
Industrially and economically, Spain is ina very bad way,
and there are indications that in the gereral discontent the
question of te power and propeity of the relivious Orders
will be certainly and vehementiy raiscd. Thers is a great
deal of chronic poverty and ground for legitimate grievance
in the industrial condition of the people, and the monarchy
will find itsclf in serions danger unless important political
and social reforms are promptly taken in hand.  Tn [taly
algo the present sitnation is Ly no means promising. The
Zanardelli Ministry have nod lesitated to interfere directly
with the Charch even in the matter of dogma.  The £eo
Italiq of Genoa, quoted by our contemporary the Liverpool
Catholie Tinies, says that at Nuples in rome of the cligiches
which are frequented by lurve congrooations, servants of
the State stand on guard and Iisten earcefuliy to the sermons.
They have informed the clergy that they have orders not to
permit them to speak from the puipit on the qoestion of
divorce. In case the command of the civil authorities is
disregarded, it becomes their duty to stop the preacher and
bring him bifore (he taw courts.  The decree has aronsed,
of course, a storm of indignant protest and opposition, but
it is mevertheless being persistently forced upon the country,
and more than oue congreretion has been dismissed and the
doors of the church closed hec.use a priest has thought 1t
Lis duty to warn his {lock agaiust the evils of divoree,

*

Probably in no country 1w the world is the present
position of the Charch so extremely grave and ertical as in
unhappy France.  As our readers know the Churcli's
encmies in France have slready succeeded, by means of a
tyrannical Assoelations Ball, in deving the relicions Orders
fromr that comntry, and their latest move is to make eda-
cation in France absolutely mud completely seenlar, so 13 to
still further crusli and eripple Catholicity in the conntry,
Flis they propose to accomphish by repeaing what, is known
ag the [adlony Law, granting freedom 1o teach in Franen,
The Falloug Law was passdoon 13500 and by 16 any French
person 1~ permiited to open a seeondury sehool on Fulfilling
certain conditions as to moral and meellestual fitness. The
real object of the proposdd tor vepeal is to prevens the
religions congregations from setime up seeondary sehools,
and thus compelling Franel pirenis to sond ther children
to the Government Jyce s wheio the teach v~ and the teach-
ing are both anti-Cathalic,  The wiaviy of the sitaation
was fally realised List Seplember by the Holy Father, who,
maddressing o crop of representative Freneh Catholics
who hind an awdience with g o thit month, uttered tliese
impressive words o There i~ <0l hiswover, one hope, T
fsd pleesed af seelecofen s the cleetions of nose year, v ry-
thne depends on theins Cathiohies st work for then,
mnst make a supeeme ofort s i oos woeongaer or die”
Those elections are pooceeding as we wiite, et there are
indicutions that the s Tarhohe dectors are making o galling
fight.  The latest enble messuge to hun | intimates that
sipge the first b lot was declured M, WaLDECK-RotssgAT
lias protested agninst clerieal tntorference in the election,
step which wo interpres ws an wnnstakable flag of disivess
and as an indivation tht priests and peaple are makine a
firrn and unflinching ~tund for faith and treedons,

»

In Ameien the Chmcll s, as reonh siatistioe show.
progressing by leaps aud bonmds, hul the pros sy altitude of
the United States Geveenment towards the Chareh in the
Philippines is anything but satisfactory, and may  yet lead
to serions diffienlty and complieations. I he United States
Government appeinted & Commission, wnder the presidency
of Judge Taft, to report on the relivions question in the
Philippines and as ithe outeome of s repolh Lwo recuin-
wendations were niede s (13 Thae the Spanisl Frines
shondd e wichdeawn froncthe Blands - and (23 (that a system
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of absolubely scentur edacation be introduced. These are
recomumendations of course which the Vatican could not do
otherwiss than oppose.  The issues mvolved in the yuestion
andd the a tivude of the Holy Father on these proposals are
very welland farly deseribed tn an ariicle in the Profestant
Toddependent, from which we make th: followinr extraet s —-

*What thr Vanesn, without dastincuion of parties or
opinions, will flelit arainst s the loss of the 6,559,900
Cithalies, which, weording to the Chareh register of 1898,
evishointhe Philipiine.  This is almost the cntire popu-
lution and afier the expulsion of the Spanish Friars they
think over 5,000,000 Fdipinos would be lefl for more thai
a generation withous priests. sueraments or the blessedness
of refivion.  The wutive privsts wmount allowether to abo ut
630, and have been trained in the semioaries estabiished by
the Friars and formed on the experience of ten generations.
But they are insafficient in numbers $o the needs of the
large populabion of Asiatic Chestians. Out of the 967
parishes and missions 767 are in the hands of the ¥riars,
1a% in those of seenlar priests and 42 only in those of
Jusuits.’

Negotiations and discussion on the matter are still
procecding, but it s obvious that the Chureh can never
gove lice consent to proposals that are al onee so enfirely
anti-Catholic, nurensonable, and tyrannical.

*

In Germany the present position of the Church is highly
satisfactory and the sutlock was uever so promising. One
by one the hostile discriminations against the Church are
disappearing in the varions German States in which they
huve hitherto prevailed, and there is every indication that
the Jesuic Exclusion Act—the last vestize of the anti-
Catholic crusade of twenty years ago—will also soon dis-
appear.  In answering a guestion in the R cichstag recentiy
ad bo the probeble repeal of the Ansi-Jesuit law Connt
Po~anowsky, Seerctury of State for the Interior, said :

* Althongh the intervention of the Tuperiab Legislature
in favor of the conctitntional status of the Catholic Church
m the different States must be considered out of the ques-
tion, it is hizhly desirable that there should be as much
agreenent s possible in the laws of the varions States on
the subject of the Charch,  The Impecial Chancellor is
accordingly endeavoring by means of friecndly pourpailers
with the different Federal Goveraments to remove existing
disabilities of Uatholi: suhjects of the Empire. He has
rondneted suecessftil negoti wions with the Government of
Mecklenburg-Sehiwerin,

According to the New Yok Frocown, after Count
Possnowsiey had made this statemens the Plenipotentiary
of Mecklvnbury informed the Reichstag, that an ordinance
graniing Catholic hberty of public worslup was to be intro-
dueed in Mecklenhure - and che Ulenipotentiary of Bruns-
wick supplanented this statement with the announcement,
that the Provinetad Dt of Bronswick wonld shortly adopt
a Bl placis the Cathole aud Evanoelical Charehes on an
equal footine, Tor this great wivanee iu the land of
Looruen and Ceralic of the Reformation,” there is Every
reason tu be deeply thankfal,

#*

From this hurtsed survey 1o will be seen Lhab there is, ag
mizht he expeeted, considerable ebb and flow, rise and fall,
I the fortunes of the Churgh,  Loss here is retrieved by
gasn thae, und nistoitune and defeat in one place are
badanced by prociess and prosperity in another.  But whag-
Chet prssing Wials and vicissitudes the Charch may have to
go through a her strugele with the world her Hnal triumph
i ay we know, alolutely assured.  Every century and
crery eneration sees some new zssanlt, bub the waves of
hainan pirepidice and pascion dash against her in vaio.
“On this rock [ will boild my Chareh,’ said her Divine
Fonuder, and no wmatler how great the storm, no matter
Low ficiee the atiack, *the vates of hell shall nob prevail
against it,’

Fou the eonveyarce of fruit and v gctables on the Governmenb
raubwuys the tllowing charges hve haen pozetted :—Tne maximum
charges for frawt and vegetables, fre W New 7 xland grown, packed,
will be as fol'ows for any distunre —No: exiecding Hilb, 6d ; over
Shib but not exceeding 112h, Is; for ew ry additional 56lb or
fraction thereof, td, In addition a chsrge of 3d for each ewt or
partof a ewt will bo made for frult and vep-tables charged at these
max mum rates, conmignid to Auckland, Wellington, Chrstehureh,
Dowodin, or Invercarpidl. Returndd empty froit aod vegetable
pakages will be carried free.

Funerals condncted to or from any part of Sounthlana.



