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The Accession Qath,
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DESPITE the distractions cansed by the war the Catholics of Sonth
Afriea have not lost sight of the question of petitioning for an
alteration of the terms of the Accession Oath, Some time ago a
mesting of our co-religionists was held in Capetown when resolu-
tions protesting against the terms of the oath were passed. The
Catholics of Nutal have sigmed a petition asking for an alteration
in the wording of the Royal declaration, Dishop Jujivet. in asking
his flock tc sign the petition, said :~—We did not at first intend to
move in this master, fearing thai vur action might give vecasion to
a counter movement, and perhaps rouse a feeling of religious
animosity in some quarters, We wieh to be unobstructive —mind-
ing our own business, without meddling with cther people's affaira.
We love onr listle Colony of Natal. We are happy to livein a
free conntry, as loyal subjects of his Majerty, surroundeil by a popu-
lation bonorable aud large-minded. But it seems there must be
gome exception to every rule: sll are not generous and large-
minded. A certain section of the community have thought fit to
make the Royal Declaration o pretext for an unprovoked onslaugnt
on our Holy Church, her doctrines, and ministers. They are trot-
ting out often-refuted charges; they are misrepresenting our
doctrines, distorting facts, forgeiting that a half-truth is the most
dangerous falsehood. They seem to take their historicil data from
hooks which were written by the bitterest enemies of gur Church at
a time when Catholics were gagged, and could not defend them-
selves, The ecclesiastical bistory of England, as written in those
dark days, has heen truly styled a counspiracy apainst truth. Baot
thank Gad, we live in better times, The real history of those days
is being wiitten fromn original documents. The Public Record
Offices ara daily yielding their long-hushed testimony, and often
the false witness is convicted by hie own admi-sion. /lebewis
congitentem rewm ! But the narrow-minded people to whom we
sllude simply ignore all this, They still believe or affect to believe,
in Fox's Iying ‘Book of Martyrs,' and suck vile productions, If
you are astonished, my dear brethrem, that men professing to be
Christipns

Could Have Deliberately Written such Calumnies,

in those dark days, your astonishment will be less when you con-
sider that the same thing is being dope even in our time. I_wxll
give only one instance of that diabolical perversity, There is an
infamous book printed under the name of Mrfrm Menk Tt is
from beginning to end a tissme of lies, The firat publication of
these atrooious calumnies against the priests and nuns of Montreal
appeared in 1385, in a New York paper called the Profestant
Vindweator. 1t was at once condemned by the univereal testimony
of the Protestant Piers of Montreal, and by the affidavits of persons
of the highest character in that city: it was condemn.d by the
mother of Maria Monk hersclf, who could not be minced by hribes
to perjure hera 1f and eny that her dungbtor hud been in a nunuay.
Allow me toadd to thi~ my own te-imony I have known aud
¢mversed with the danel ter of Maria donk @ <he was recetvod 1nto
the Catholic Church in Purswlen Dwas thereo She wadso dins-
gurted by the conduct of tiew infamous calueniator- who pre-
tended to be relizious Protestants, that rhe conedtved o profonod
contempt fur tharr relypon, and uliimately becaviea Catholic And
what of the bouk? The b ¢k i+ still printed and rv-printud, and
eircalated everywhere, even amonget the 1grnotant Boers who believe
the foul stories and therefrom torm therr opmien of our Holy
Church. 1 have mentioned this parti nlar ca-eancader to 1linstrate
the manner in which history was writien by such fanatics as Fox,
puch infidels as Hume ; aod is sl writhu in our day= by ~owe
enemies of the Catholic name. No wonder if rnnple prople whose
mind is fed on such pabulum. may caxly be doced tw sign
anything against Catholics. But, thank God! the great majorcy
of our
Protestant Fellow-Coleirts are Men of Honor,

large minded and tolerant men, who can rise superior to their early
prejudices, May we respectfully ack them to di~countenance the
ppread of such vile hitirature in our colony, Now. let us come to
the Royal Declaration. IE intended to m-ult wullions of his
Majesty's subjects, or to travesty the faith of the mmmense majority
of Christians of the Weetern and Iastern Churehes and to pat our
King in a ridiculous pomition beture the Christian \\-m‘hl, then in-
deed the Declaration is well chos n. It does all tlus. Not only sre
Christians infulted, but they are calummated. The Kimng 14 made
to declare that we adore the Blewed Virgin and the saiuts, Adoning
means payiog divine warship, Tt 1t only meant to bouur the raints
no Christian could blame us for hovoriny those whom God hus so
highly honored, The insinuaton, then. 14 that we really adore the
gaints  Now thid e a feul calumny . a Catholic who would adore
the Blessel Virgin or the ~sinls would ceace to he a Cathelie, and
should be st once «x:omumumented. Every Catholic chinld knows
that God alone is Lo he adarcd,  Let me, then, Lr]l_ there - ople w}.\o
wounld puot ruch a calum-y on the ups ot our Ky that they dis-
grace him before the Chri-tian world. We know and profrss that
the most perfct of creaturcs is a mere nothing us compared with
God. from whom 13 dernved every wood that ir in 1ha wauts, ftis
an article of the Catholie creed that the dilference betw cen God und
the Blessed Virgin i» sunply mfinite, aithongh the Bleswed Virenin iy
the most exaltel of Gud's creatnres.  The warde ot the Hoyal
Declaration contain. thereforc. a bloephamy, an insult, a culumoy,
aud an Outrage Hurlod at the Majority of Chilatinns,

The object of the Riyal Doclaration, they say, is oaly to scure
the Protesiant ~ucers-1on to the Boplsh throno, But thw w pre-
eisely what the [P claration wees uol do. [t du.s non sey that the
ang prast be o Pootestoar, for tnal matier }'n_u iy he‘:x M hust
aJew, or as Inlilel. Woy sheutd not he King 2oapiy declure that
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he is & member of the Protestant Church of England as by law ast.ab‘
lished 7 Buoch a form of Royal Declaration would secure the Pro.
testant succession, and no Catholic would object to it. We Catholios
are in duty bound to be loyal! to our King, We, mereover, wish
that no obstacle be interposed between him and us having a ten-
dency to lessen our love und respect for him, Can those who insist
on maintaining the precent form of Dec'aration sincerely say that
they are acting as loyal subjects of hiz Majesty, while they are turn-
ing away from him the affection and respect of millions of his
otherwise loyal subjects, For these ressons we advise you, dear
brethren, to sign a petition praying for an alterativn in the Royal
Declaration or Coronation Oath,
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No one (says the Melbourne Adrorate) will wish to deprive the
Commonwenlth of the credit of a careful performance of its duty.
The report it has presented to the Houce of Ropresentatives con-
cisely states the current recommendations of the advooates of
decimal coinage, [t also recognises some of the immense practical
difficulties which those upholders of theoretical perfection occasion-
aily overlook, a8 may be seen by noting its last three clanses. Thene
recommend (1) that the State Government be asked to co-operate by
baving the new system taught in the public schools and by issuing
text-books, tables, sume, and aimple problems—rather a hig order to
begin with ; (2) that at least two years before the change the Com-
monwealth Parliament shall pass legislation making the payment
of debis and fulfilment of contracts in the new moeney legal, and
providing for the nearest equivalents between the decimal and the
old coinage ; (3) that the Commonwealth also bring about the adop-
tion of the meirical eystem of weights and measures, without
which the full benefit of the chapge in the coinage will not be
experienced,

The committee itself had a difficulty to encounter, which was
voiced by the chairman at one of tha later meetings. That was, as
he said, the fact thut ' a large proportion of the witnesses came not
80 much to testify to the practical utility of the aystem as to give
the committee their views on the subject’ Several times he had to
atop the delivery of what were practically esaays on the advantages
of a decimal syatem. It is not likely that the labors of the com-
mittee will lead to early action. Bimilar commiitees have sat again
and agaio 1 Great Britain, and have admitted the value of the
decimal system, but the insurmountable obstacles in the way have
nullified their labors. Tne penny and the pound are indissolubly
blended with British trade apd British tradition. The third re-
commendation of the committee interferes with both The penny
will disappear in favor of a coin of four cents, value, which will
represent the 1wo bundred and fiftieth part of a sovereign, instead
of the two hundred and foruieth part; while the sovereign will
coumst of a thourand so-culled cents., each owe iwenty-fitth part
.83 than our present farthing.

This recommendation alone shiws the impracticability of the
acheme. which recogi-es the immense difficalty of parting with
the sovereign, and in trying to retain it blunders into a far worse
muddle. For the rew cent—the 10G0th of £1-has no equivalent
anywhere in the world, The American cent has the value of an
Englirh halfpenny, the Continental centime is the fifth :pgrt of the
Contincutal sou, which is also equivalent to an Enghairhalfpenny,
The Canadin cent i~ fixel by law at the value of an Epglish half.
peuny Lo ite relution ta the eilver coinare— 24 tor 1w, £8 for 1 florin,
ti for half a erown, and 100 for the dollar—which is recognised, aa
1n Awettcs, at somewhat over the ffth of a sovereiga, Thoungh,
for convenience of nomenclature in ordinary speech, we divide any
number of dotlars by five to get an equivalent in sovereigns ; yet in
practice the Boitish sovereign i+ worth only 4 dollars 864 cents in
Usnada, and the same 1n the United States, Canada'’s adoption of
devimsl colnage goes no further than the dollar ; 21l ihe rest of her
auvins are those of Engiland, where all ber coina are struck. America,
ugain, has never adopted the wetrical system of weights and men-
sures, albert she uses the cental of 100lbs instead of the owt
of 112lba,

The truth is. the subj ot bristles with trouble the moment the
theories bezin to he apphed, The newrpaper proprietors, the bakers,
and the Po-tal Department, for instance. will each huve to give 250
penny pipers. penuy loaves, and penny postage stamps for a sover-
eign instead ot 210. The baker can get even by making his loaves
less, but what will the other twodo! And that same consequence
nf great loss to two personz without any advantage to the third has
been the logical outcowne of every plan submitted up te date for
altering the present wystem of Imperial coinare. If the world were
to be made over again, no donbt the decimal system would have &
wood chunee of adoptien. Under present cireumstances, the game
is not woith the candle. fur the trouble would outweigh the
prrofit,

The efficacy of TU3SICURA in all lung and throat complaints
is undensabls It ' tuuches the spot’ every time —*.*

For abwolute strength, cxtreme simplicity, freedom from weak
or nudesirable points, and abundance of excellent working features
throughont, Bscelsior ploughs are unrivalled, They will do per.
fectly the work that can be expected of any plough, and are
guarantecd to give satisfuction in any smls where a plough can
work at all, no matter how tough and difficalt the work. They
bhuve extra length of land beam, specially mude mould boards, and
steeting vear ot tbe mugt complete and approved kind. Revolving
wwivel steel cireulur veulters,  Double turrow, £11 104; three

wrrws, & 16 103, —Morrow, Bassctt, and Co, sole ageuts in New
Zulnnd for Cockshatt farin implements, —* %
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