
No one (says the Melbourne Advocate) will wish to deprive the
Commonwealthof the credit of a careful performanceof its duty.
The report it has presented to the Houee of Representativescon-
cisely states the current recommendations of the advocates of
decimal coinage. Italso recognises Borne of the immense practical
difficulties which those upholders of theoretical perfectionoccasion-
ally overlook,asmay be seen by noting its last three clauses. These
recommend (1) that the State Government be asked toco-operate by
having thenew system taught in thepublic schools aild by issuing
text-books, tables,sums, and simple problems

—
rather abig order to

begin with;(2) that at least two yearsbefore the change theCom-
monwealthParliament shall pass legislation making thepayment
of debts and fulfilment of contracts in the new money legal, and
providing for thenearest equivalentsbetween the decimal and theoldcoinage ;(3) that the Commonwealth also bring about the adop-
tion of the metrical system of weights and measures, without
which the full benefit of the change in the coinage will not be
experienced.

The committee itself hada difficulty to encounter, which was
voiced by the chairman at one of the later meetings. That was,as
he said, the fact thut 'a largeproportionof the witnesses came notso much to testify to the practical utility of the system as togive
the committee their views on the subject.' Several times he had to
stop the delivery of what were practically essays on the advantages
of a decimal system. It is not likely that the labors of the com-
mittee will lead to early action. Similar committees have sat again
and again in Great Britain, and have admitted the value of the
decimal system,but the insurmountable obstacles in the wayhave
nullified their labors. Tne penny and the pound are indissolubly
blended with British trade and* British tradition. The third re-
commendation of the committee interferes with both The penny
will disappear in f jvor of a coin of four cents, value,which will
represent the two hundred and fiftieth part of a sovereign, instead
of the two hundred and fortieth part ; while the sovereign will
coiiHii-t of a thousand so-called cents., each one twenty-filth part
Lss thanour present farthing.

Thisrecommendation alone sh >ws the impracticability of thescheme, which recogit-es the immense difficulty of parting with
the sovereign, and in trying to retainit blunders into a far worse
muddle. For the cew cent— the 1000thof £I—has1 — has no equivalent
anywhere in the world. The American cent has the value of an
English halfpenny, the Continental centime is the fifth<T»rt of the
Continental sou, which is alno equivalent to an English-Halfpenny.
The Oanaditn cent i^- fWed by law at the value of an English half-
penny in its relation to the nilver coinage— 21 for lg, J8 for 1 florin,
tiO for half a crown,and 100 for the dollar— which is recognised, aa
in 'Vuienca, at somewhat o\er the fifth of a sovereign. Though,
for convenience of nomenclature in ordinary speech, wedivide any
number of dollars by five to get an equivalent in sovereigns;yet ia
practice the Biitish sovereign is worth only 4 dollars 863 cents iv
Canada, aiid the same in the United States. Canada's adoption of
decimal coinage goes no further than the dollar ; all the rest of her
cjins are those of England, whereall her coins arestruck. America,
again,has never adopted the metrical system of weights and mea-
sure.*, albeit ahe usei the cental of lOOlbs instead of the cwt
of llL>lbd.

The truth is, the subj >ct bristles with trouble the moment the
theories be^in to be applied. The newspaper proprietors,the bakers,
and thePostal Department, for instance, will eachhave to give 250
penny ptpern. penny loaves, and penny postage stamps for a sover-
eign instead ul 210. The baker can get even by making his loaves
less,but what will the other two do .' Aud that same consequence
of great loss to two persons withoutany advantage to the third has
been the logical outcome of every plan submitted up to date for
altering the present system of Imperial coinage. If the world were
to be made over again, no doubt the decimal system would have a
good chance of adoption. Under prewent circumstances, the game
is not woith the candle, for the trouble would outweigh the
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Despite the distractions caused by the war the Catholics of South
Africa have not lost sight of the question of petitioning for an
alteration of the terms of the A^cesHion Oath. Rome time ago a
meeting of our co-religionists washeld in Capetown when resolu-
tions protesting against the terms of the oath were passed. The
Catholics of Natal have signed a petition asking for an alteration
in the wordingof theRoyaldeclaration, Biehop.1olivet, in asking
his flock to sign the petition, said :

—
We didnot at first intend to

move in this matter, fearing that our action mightgive occasion to
a counter movement, and perhaps rouse a feeling of religious
animosity in somequarters. We wish to be unobstructive— mind-
ing our own business, without meddling with other people'saffairs.
We love our little Colony of Natal. We are happy to live in a
free country, as loyalsubjects of his Majesty,surroundedby a popu-
lation honorable and large-minded. But it seems there must be
some exception to every rule: all are not generous and large-
minded. A certain section of the community have thought fit to
make theRoyalDeclaration a pretext for anunprovokedonslaught
on our Holy Church, her doctrines, andministers. They are trot-
ting out often-refuted charges;they are misrepresenting our
doctrines, distorting facts, forgetting that ahalf-truth is the most
dangerous falsehood. They seem to take their historic il data from
books which were written by the bitterestenemies of our Church at
a time when Catholics were gagged, and could not defend them-
selves. The ecclesiastical history of England, as written in those
dark dayc, ha<* been truly fityled a conspiracy against truth. But
thank God, we live in better times. The realhistnry of those days
is being wiitten from original documents. The Public Record
Offices are daily yielding their long-hushed testimony, and often
the false witness is convicted by his own admission, llabcmus
conjitcntcm reum! But the narrow-minded people to whom we
allude simply ignore all this. They still believe or affect to believe,
in Fox's lying 'Book of Martyrs,' and such vile productions. If
you are astonished, my dear brethren, that men profes&ing to be
Christians

Could Have Deliberately Writtensuch Calumnies,
in those dark days, your astonishment will be less whenyou con-
Bider that the same thing is being done even in our time. Iwill
give only one instance of that diabolical perversity. There is an
infamous book printed under the name of Ma via Monh It is
from beginning to end a tissue of lies. The firat publication of
these atrocious calumnies against thepriestsand nunsof Montreal
appeared in 183."), in a New York paper called the Protestant
Vindicator. It was at once condemnedby the universal testimony
of the Protestant Press of Montreal, and by the affidavits of persons
of the highest character in that city: it was eondemmd by the
mother of Maria Monk herself, who could not be induced by bribes
to perjurehers< If and '-ay th ither d'luc'rtir had been in a nunnely.
Allow me to add to this my own te-'iuio:,y Ih.ive known and
c ->nver«(jd with the d.mtrl i<jr of Maiii Moi.k : '-lie w;n rtceivid into
the Catholic Church iv Puns winn Iw.ih theie. Mie ,\asso dih-
gmteel by the conduct of tl e-n lnlamoi.s ealuu.m.i'or-. who pre-
tended to be religious Protestants, that she eoncuved a profound
contempt for their religion, andultimately bi camea Catholic And
what of the book ? The b ok i-» still printed and n-prinkd,and
circulated everywhere, e\en amongst the lgnoiunt[Jotis whobelieve
the foul stories and therefrom form their opinion of our Holy
Church. Ihave mentioned thin paiti nlar c;w in< ider to illustrate
the manner in which history Ha< v.ntun l>y such t.inaticH a-i r'ox,
such infidels as Hume ; and is still wiitt< n m our day- by some
enemies of the Catholic name. No wonder if ninple ptople whose
mind is fed on such pabulum, may easily be induced to wgn
anything against Catholics. But, thank God! the gre.it majority
of our

ProtestantFellow-Colo lifts are Men ofHonor,
largeminded and tolerant men, who canri«e superior to their early
prejudices. May we respectfully ask them to discountenance the
spread of such vile lit* rature in our colony. Now. let us come to
the Royal Declaration. If intended to insult millions jf hi-,

Majesty's subjects, or to travesty the faithof the immense majority
of Christians of the Western and Eastern ChuiolKf and to putour
King in a ridiculous position before the Christian woild, thenin-
deed" theDeclaration is well chos n. It does all this. Not only are
Christians insulted, but they are calumniated. The King is made
to declare that we adore the Bl*s-ed Virgin and the flints. Adoring
meanspaying divine worship. It it only meant to honor the saints
noChristian could blame us for honoring those whom God has so
highly honored. The insinuation, then, is that we really adore the
saints Now this is a foul calumny. a Catholic who would adore
theBles«cl Virgin or the -amts would cea'-e to he a Catholic, and
should be at once c x ;oinii>iinieated. Eury Catholic child knows
that God alone is to be ad-md. Letme, then, t.-H these p- ople. who
would put such a calunvy on th^ lips ot our King that they dis-
grace him before the Chri-uan world. We know and proless that
themost perfect ot creature* is a mere nothing n-*compared with
God. from whom is tiemtd everygonel th.it it in Hh sunt-". It is
an article of the Catholic creed that the difference between God and
the Blessed Virgin is mmply infinite, although the Blessed Virgin is
the most exalted of God's creature.s. 'I he wordt, at the Royal
Declaration contain, thercfon. a bh.'-uhciny, an insult, a calumny.
andan

Outrage HurUd at the Maj>rity ofChilians.
The eibject of the. Ri yalDeclaration, they say,i-> o.ily to secure

theProtestant sucoes-ion to the E i^li^h throne. But this is pre-
cisely what the I) cl.iraf.o.i do.s not do. It do.s not n,iy that the
Kingmust be <i Piou-<t « ir. tor tint flatter he m.vy be a M ihomeii >n,
a Jew, or a > I'ili lei. Wnj should not the Kingdi'.iply declare that
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The Accession Oath. heis amember of theProtestantChurch of England asby lawestab*
liahed ? Sucha form of RoyalDeclaration would secure the Pr(K
testant succession, and noCatholic would object to it. We Catholioa
are in duty bound to be loyal to our King. We, moreover, wish
that no obstacle be interposed between him and us having a ten-
dency to lessen our love and respect for him. Can those who insist
on maintaining the present form of Dec'aration sincerely say that
they areacting as loyalsubjects of his Majesty, while theyare turn-
ing away from him the affection and respect of millions of his
otherwise loyal subjects. For these reasons we advise you,dear
brethren, tosign apetition praying for an alteration in the Royal
Declarationor Coronation Oath,
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