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Resignation of the Bishop of Bendigo.

A good dealof surpriseand very generaljregret was felt when it
became known that the Right Rev. Dr. Reville, 0.5.A., had ten-
deredhis resignation of the See of Bendigo to theHolyFather.
Of course(writes theBendigocorrespondentofthe SydneyFreeman's
Journal) the newspapers immediately cast about for somesensa-
tional reason for this step, As reticence was observed in the only
rpliable quarter, a theory was soon evolved to the following
effect :—'The originalchurch of tho pariah, which the Bishop of Ben-
digo administers directly, was known as St. Eilian's. In the last
12monthsa handsome new cathedral,knowna9the Church of the
Sacred Heart, has been built. Money was borrowed for thepur-
pose upon the assumption thot a bequest of nearly £90,000 and
£6000 ayearby the late Dr. Backhans, would be availableto liqui-
date the obligation incurred. Incidentally it may be mentioned
that there is now somedoubt whether the legacy oan be expended
outside the limits of the original parishof St.Eilian's. The lump
sum of £90,000 will, however,fall due in a few weeks, and,accor-
ding to the testator's will, the bequest must be administeredby a
secular bishop, that is a bishop who is not a member of any reli-
gious Order. Dr.Reville is attached to theOrderof St. Augnstine,
and,accordingly, he feels that this provisionin the will debarshim
from acting as administrator of themoney.'

This theory (writes the correspondent)has the veryseriousde-
fect of being quite incorrect. As a matter of fact, there has been
nodevelopment in connection with the bequest of the late Very
Rev. Dr. Backhaas which would in any way account for Dr.
Reville's resignation. The present Bishop was Vicar-General of
the diocese whenDr.Backhaus died in 1882; be was subsequently
for many years Coadjutor to the lateBishop Crane;and nobody
couldpossibly be in a better position to know the obligations im-
posed by the will than Dr. Reville. Besides it is preposterous to
suppose that the bequest,valuable though it is, would inany way
be permitted to regulate the episcopal appointment to Bendigo.
The provisionsofDr.Backhaus's will, briefly,are 'thatall thoreal
propertyinVictoria and South Australia is tobe vested in trustees
for ever, theincome toaccumulate for 20 years, and then tobe ap-
pliedby the parishpriest for the time being of St.Eilian's for the
benefit of St. Eilian's Church for religious and useful purposes.
After 20 yearp,the income to be handed overannually to the said
parishpriest,provided that such priestbe a secular priest. Ifnot a
secular priest, then the trustees to dispose of the accumulationsand
the annual income for the benefit of St. Eilian's Church and the
congregation thereof in such manner as they may think proper.'
So that it would requirehostility on the part of the trustees to the
best interests of the diocese andparish toprevent the administra-
tion of the funds under a regular priest. And this is anunlikely
contingency. The Very Rev. Dean Barry, P.P., D.D. (who is a
co-trusteein the estate with Mr. Charles Mundeleinand the Sand-
hurst Trustees Company), says there was no trouble threatening
regarding the estate, and whoever may be appointed to fill the
vacancy, assuming the Pope accepted the resignation, wouldbeno
better off than BishopReville. It shrnld be stated, that under the
termsof Dr. Backhaus's will, moneys arising from the estate should
not be touched for over 20 years. That term will expire in a few
months by which time it is calculated the estate will be worth
£120,000. Three or four years ago, however,the church authorities
obtaineda loan fromMr.GeorgeLansell, on thestrengthof expecta-
tions under Dr. Backhaus's will, and with this money themain
portion of the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in Wattle-square has
been erected. Dr. Barry explains that the best legal advice waa
obtained in this, as in all other transactions regarding the adminis-
tration of the estate, and the late Bishop Crane and Dr.Reville,
who was then Coadjutor-Bishop, fully acquiesced in what was done.
There was no difference between Bishop Reville and the trusteea
of the estate, and so far as he (Dr. Barry) was aware, the only
reason the Bishophad for resigning was theunsatisfactorystateof
his hpalth.

Later inquiries have elicited the information that Bishop
Revilie tendered his resignation to Cardinal Morauabout the end
of February, and as the mail steamer by whichhis Eminence left
onhis visit to Rome is about due at Naples, thePope's decision
regarding the acceptance or otherwise may come tohand at any
time. Meanwhile rumor ia busy providing a successor to Dr.
lleville, the names mentioned most prominently being the Very
Rev.DeanHegarty, of Eyneton, and the Very Rev.Dean U'Haran
(private secretary toand at present accompanying theCardinal to
Rome). But it ia neodless to say that these rumors are purely
speculative.

The Augustinian Order, to which Dr. Reville belongs, has
given four Bi&hops to the Australian Church

—
viz,the lateBishop

of Bendigo (Dr.Crane), the late Bishop of Cooktown (Dr.Hutohin-
son), the present Bishop of Cooktown (Dr. Murray), and Bishop
Revillehimself. The last named was appointed Coadjutor-Bishop
of Bendigo andconsecratedunder the title of Bishop of Ceramis, in
partibuy. in 1883, and succeeded Bishop Crane on the death of that
venerable prelateiv October last. Duringhis connection with the
diocese Dr. Reville has won the admiration of all classes by hia
piety and the ability and holy zeal with whichhe has discharged
the onerousduties of his high office.

The followingare theparticularsof the salaries or wages and reli-
gious beliefs of the employes in theRaiway, Justice, and Post and
TelegraphDepartments at the Thames "—

Of the 16 employee of theRailwayDepartment in^the Thames
one ia a Catholic, his annual pay amounting to £73. The solitary
Catholic draws £1 for every £21 paid by the department there
This is one of the branches of the public service in which it is
alleged by sectarian strife-raisers that our co-religionists are in
exoess of their proportion in the population. There are 32 em-
ployes in the Post and Telegiaph Department, ot whom seven are
Catholics, tho pay of the latter ranging from£2G to £80 a year
Out of every £9 15a paid in salaries and wagesby theDepartment
Catholics draw £1. We havenot been [supplied with a list of sala^
ries paid to the officers of the Magistrate's Court, butas they areallnon-Catholics, theparticulars to handare sufficient for our purpose.
There i& only oneCatholic among the twelve employes of the Jus"
tice Department. These figures speak for themselves and need no
comment. Itis rather significant that although the salaries in the
above list range from £26 to £100 per annum, the highest
credited toa Catholic is £80 a year.

The family of the late Hon. Thomas Dalton,K.C.S.G., purpose
perpetuating his memory in a rich window to be placed in St.
Mary's Church, North Sydney. The subject of the window, the
order for whichhas been entrusted toHardman,of Birmingham, is
the Five Glorious Mysteries*, and the work is to be done in the
finest style of art.
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'STUFFING' THE PUBLIC SERVICE.

THAMES DISTRICT.

3

Grade. Salary.
Station-master £l (.K) per annum

Religion,
non-Catholic

Clerk £120 „
Cadet £60 „ »»
Guard £156 10a„ »
Aoting-guard £110 „
Porter £73 „ i»

Catholic
Driver £160 „ non-Catholic
Fireman £110 „ i>
Cleaner £66 „

t)

Ganger £120 „
6 platelayers £100 per annum each

ii

l ii

POST AND TELEGRAPH.

Chief postmaster £400 perannum„ cleric £220 „
Senior telegraphist £220 „

non-Catholic
'i

Clerk £200 „ ii
Telegraphist £210 „ »i„ £180 „ ii

£180 >!

£200 „ »
£KSO II

£170 II
Senior T. olerk £170 „
Telegraphist £160 „ II

")

£130
Cadet £85 „ II

Catholic
,i £65 non-Catholic

£40 ji

Exchange clerk £80 „
£80

it

Catholic
Letter-carrier £120 „ ]Non-Catholic

£80
� £70

ii
Catholic

£70
Distributor £<>0 „
Messenger £31 � :

ii

Non-Catholic
£31 it
£31
£31 Catholic
£26

Lineman £145 �
' ii

Non-Catholic
i. £I^o „

P.O. Messenger £30 „ ii
ii

JUSTICE.
Sergeant of police 11s per day
1Constable 8s „ ii

Catholic
2 Constables 8s „ each non-Catholic
Acting Detective 9s 6d „

!!
2Constablss 7s „ „ 11

S.M. and Warden
IIClerk of Court

Clerk
II

Clerk II
Nativeinterpreter

II
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