
Spurious Relics and Devotions.
An anonymous correspondent in oneof ourdailypapers

has been trying to throw ridicule on the Catholic practice of
veneratingrelics by sending a clipping to thepaper in question
in which the statement is made on theauthority of 'an Italian
Protestantpastor,' that the tail of Balaam's ass is exhibitedat
the Cathedralof Verona for the veneration of the multitude.
We are at one with this correspondent in condemningover-
credulity in such matters,but the only credulity that we see in
the case is the credulity of thepeople who can swallow without
a gulp the fairy tale of this guileless'pastor.' They are thereal linealdescendants of Balaam's historic animal, and they
should be the last in the woild to say anything about'credulity.'

The authorised teaching andpractice of the Church with
regard to relics is eminentlysimple,reasonable,andScriptural.
It is based on the principle that Matteris capable of being
used as a channel or mediumof grace and is susceptible of a
union with aDivine Presenceandinfluence. Thus, the Church
specially venerates the bodies of the martyrs and othersaints,
because while they Were on earth their bodies were the templeof the Holy Ghost and were the receptacle of countlessgraces.
The graces and virtues of the saints werenot virtues of the
soulonly: they belonged to the whole man, body and soul,
which workedand suffered together. Next, Catholics believe
that God is sometimespleased to honor the relics of the saintsby making them instruments of healing and other miracles,
and also by bestowing spiritual graces on thosewho, for His sake, honor those whom He Himself has
honored so greatly. In proof of this we appeal to the OldTestament, in which is recorded the resurrection of a deadbody which touched the bones of Eliseus (2 Kings, xin., 21),
and to the New, which tells of grace and healingbeing im-
partedby the hem of Christ's own garment (Matt, ix.,22), by
the shadowof St.Peter (Acts v.,15), and by towels which hadtouched the living body of St. Paul (Acts'xix., 12). To the
teaching of reason and of sacred Scripture may be added the
testimony of the Fathers, St. Ambrose, St. Augustine, and the
Fathers of the fourth and fifth centuries generally, beingwitnesses to this belief in the Apostolic Church.

No doubt in all ages abuses have occurred with regard torelics, but the Church cannot, with anytiuth or fairness be
held responsiblefor these. As a writer in a recent number ofthe Month remarks :

'Spurious relics and legends arc no
more part of the revelation guarded by the Church than the
barnacles are part of the ship to which they adhere so tena-
ciously, nor has the Church ever really sanctioned them with
her authority.' On the contrary, she has, so far as was pos-sible, made express provision for the prevention of such
abuses. So long pgo as 1215, Canon 62 of the Fourth LateranCouncil, inserted in the

'Corpus Juris,' forbade relics to be
sold or to be exposed outside of their cases or shrines, andprohibited the public venerationof new relics till theirauthen-ticity had been approved by the Pope (Mansi, 'Concil.1 torn
xxii. 1049-50). 'lhe Council of Trent (Scss. xxv.De Inyoc.
Sanct.) renews these prohibitions and requires bishops to de-
cideon the authenticityof new relics after careful consultationwith theologians, or, if n< cessary, with the metropolitan ard
other bishops of the province assembled in Council. It will
thus be seen that ttie Chuich has taken everypossible precau-
tion to secure that only genuine r< lies shall be honoredby thefaithful, and if well-meaning but insufficiently instiuctedCatholics are occasionally tound who accept as genuine any-thingand everything that is oliered to them as a 'relic,' the
Church certainly cannot, under the circumstances, be held
responsible.

What has been said as to the Church's altitude and theChurch \ iv-ponsiulity in repaid to mv.miou-, iclics appliesalso
tounauthorist d and purely legendary devotions and pra)ers.Many C'ltholu ■> who h »ye a /.-al, indeed,but not according toknowledge, rush eagerly after any new-tangled and much-
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and public libraries, and all general humanitarian and reform
movements should not havea fair share of the wholesome
leaven of Catholic citizenship. The pointed wordsof Arch-
bishop Ireland are as applicable to the Catholics of New
Zealand as they were to the American laymen to whom they
wereaddressed :—:

—
'You must be public spirited,you must do your best, first

of all, to show yourselves the most ardent Americans, themost
devotedcitizens,and you should be ready,if the opportunityoffers, to put yourselvesforward in public life, so as to be able
to serve your country and to serve it honestly; and there
should beno intellectual movement, there should be no literary
club, there should be no moral reform movement goingon in
the country without Catholics being largely representative in
the membership. Iam discouraged wheneverIfind in any
place agood movement for the betterment of humanity, for
the elevationof citizens in general,when Idiscoverone with-
out Catholic names in the membership.'

advertised devotion,and this notwithstanding that there is asuperabundance of excellent authorised prayers in all theprayer-booksand notwithstanding that byapplication to theirpriest they could ascertain at once the precise value of theparticular prayer or devotion that is pressed upon them. A
recent example of this is furnished byour esteemedcontem-porary theCatholic Standard, A Catholic pastor had sent toourcontemporary a prayer whichhe had found in circulation
in three countiesof Wisconsin, U.S.A., and desired theStan-dard to call attention to its spurious character. The prayerwasentitled'In the Tomb 'and purported to havebeen found
in the tomb of Our Lord in the 83rd year of the Christianera.The most ample promises were attached to its recital. Thosewhorepeat it or keep it about them'shall neverdie asuddendeath. Readingit over, any woman in labor willdeliver insafetyandbeaglad mother. And whenthe child is born lay
this on thechild's right side and he or she willnot be troubledwithany misfortune. If you see anyone in fits lay this ontheir side and they shall stand up and thank God. And youwhoshall repeat it any house shall be blessed by theLord.Andhe that will laugh at it will suffer. Believe this for cer-tain, etc.'

The prayer and its descriptive matter, according to theStandard,abound in Scriptural and historical errors, and ourcontemporary very properly rebukes the foolishness of thosewhocouldhaveanythingtodo withsuchspuriousrubbish. Herewas a case in which an undoubtedly spurious prayer,withabsurd promises, was being somewhat widely accepted byfoolish people,yet no one couldwith any reasonablenessholdthe Church responsible, and her attitudeon the matter wasrightly interpreted by her official representativeswhen theylostno time in taking steps to suppress the abuse. The trueplace of spurious relicsand devotions is that assigned to themby the Abbe Hemmer when he describes them as instancesonly of misuse of that liberty which the Church leaves to herchildren, inher desire not to extend too far thesphere of herauthoritative action.

'Ex-Monk' Widdows to Date.
UpThe main facts in the career of the loathsome creatureWiddows—so-called '

Ex-Monk
'
—have been already givenmore than once in the columns of the N.Z. Tablet,and weonly refer to the matter again for the purpose of bringingouraccount of his career up to date,so that our readersmay befurnished with a full record of authenticatedfactsabout him ifthe unsavory wretchshouldever attempt to pollute this countrywith his presence. A week or two ago it was mentioned inthese columns that Widdows had been again charged withthe abominablecrime for whichhe had received two previousconvictions, and Home papers just to hand give theresult ofhis trial on this latest charge. Widdows was charged with'grossly indecent conduct,'" and there was a second countcharging him also with solicitingthe commission of anoffenceagainst public decency. Widdows pleaded not guilty. Thejury, after a deliberationof three-quarters of an hour, found

the prisoner guilty,and he was sentenced to two years 'hard.'We give below the statement made by the police after hisconviction, as reported in the London Times, and it will serve
as a sort of official nutshell biography of the impostor.

Inspector Kane said theprisoner had 'been goingaboutthe country for nearly thirty years representing-himself to be
an ex-monk, but at the time he said he was admittedas amonk he was charged at a Police Court in London withrob-binghis partner. Thatcase, however, was patchedup. Theprisoner was sentenced to five months' imprisonment atTorontoupon a similar charge to the present. In 1888 he was
.sentenced at the Old Bailey to ten years'penal servitudeforcriminal practices. He was again charged in 1896 with anoff.nee similar to the onehe was now charged with, but he wasacquitted. The prisoner hada hall or church in London and
a followingof some hundreds of people, whobelievedhim to be
a persecuted ex-memberof the Roman Catholic Church. The
prisoner never was a monk.' A record like this would besufficient, one would think, to deter mostdecent-mindedpeoplefrom having anything further to do with such a scoundrel, but
it is only too certain that the credulous and ignorant class ofProtestants who ha\e supported Widdows in the past will
receivehim with open arms whenhe again comesout of jail to
resume ministrationsat the LonJon conventicle over whichhe
pielides. Anti-Catholic writers are fond of descantingon the'
credulity ' of Catholics but the credulity and folly of people

who wilt take by the hand, and make a martyr of, a filthy
wretch who has been thrice convicted of the vilestcrime known
to the law, certainly takes some beating.

Yuu can makeno mistake in bujing an 'Excelsior' plough
Price: Double furrovv, £11 10* ;rhre^ furrow, £16 10s. A trial
K:v<±n. Morrow,Bassttt,anu Co., sole agents inNew Zealand.

At first signs of the approach of consumption, ward off alldanger by takingTUS^ICURA.— «%
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