
'
S'posing,' said little Clyde, 'that

a great big, big lion should get
after me when Iwas out in the
woods, 'n Iclum'd up a tree, and

—
and threw a club down andhit him
on the mouth! Ibet he'd run away
pretty fast then, wouldn't he ?

'
'ph, I'm afraid n,ot,' Clyde's pap.a

answered.
'
You wouldn't be able

to throw the club hard enough .to
hjurt a lion very much.''Well, you know, Imight break
off a great— great— awful big limb
and let it fall right down on the
lion's back. Igiuess that would
make him get out of there pretty,
fast, wouldn't it?

'
'It might, but how could you

break off a big limb like that ?
Why, you couldn't break off. abranch
even as thick as one of my fingers.'

« Well, but Imight stay up there
till Iwould grow big and strong,
you see. And thenIbet I.could do

'No, you wouldn't be able to do
it even'then. Icouldn't break off
a limb that would be heavy enoiigSi
to hurt a lion if it fell on him.'

-' Couldn'tIevenif Ig.ot to be as
big as a giant ?

'
'
Idon't lonow— (hardly.''Well, giants can master lions,

can't they ? '■'
Not when the lions have a, fair

show or happen to be angry-
Clyde thopght the matter over for

a moment an.d_thon resumed:
■' Would the lion be sitting under

the tree with his mouth wide open
all this time waiting for me to fall
into it■? '■'Very likely.''

And could he swallow me with
just one gulp ?

'

'He might make two or three
mouthfuls of ■ you, unless he hap-
pened to be an extra large lion.'Yes, but I'd wait up there for a
whole year till he got so hungry
he'd have to go away somewhere
else or get starved.''And don't yo|u suppose that you
would get pretty hungry and per-
haps starve yourself if you. stayed
up the tree a whole year ?

'
'Well, but you see they might be

a lot of blackberry bushes grow up
around the tree, 'n' Icould eat the
blackjberries.'

'Oh ! You might get sleepy, too.
That would be dangerous. If you
ever closed your eyes and got to
no/ddingr— down y,o,u would g,o.'
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The Morals of Animals. It looked for a moment as if thismiight end the argument, but littleClyde was not to be caught nap-ping by any ordinary old lion inthat way, and after a brief consi-
deration of the matter said:'Yes, but you see before Iclum'dup that tree some other little

-boy
might havebeen out there flying nis
kite and the string,mighthave got
fast on the limbs and broke, so I
could take it. and tie myself to the
tree, and then Iwouldn't fall when
Iwent to sleep.'

His papa had to admit then that
Clyde would be too much for the
lion;the light was p.ut out and in
about sixty-three seconds a little
boy was fast asleep, while a little
boy's papa was being scolded by a
little boy's mamma for permitting'a child to go to bed with his head
full of such horrible trash.' ,

Itmay be questioned whether ani-mals have any conception of moralsas we understand the term. But ina general sense it wo;uld certainlyseem that they have. In the socialsense there is no doubt as to theanswer. To take a well-k.nowta in-stance, the ant family have evolved
a most complicated social system
which apparently works to perfec-
tion, and that is more than can be
said of any human system. In
or,der, cleanliness, care of offspring,
provision for future wants,! and mili-
tary discipline,, no civilised society
can compare with theirs. They are
slave-holders, it is true, but they
treat their slaves with every kind-
ness and consideration, and the
warrior ants defend them in time of
danger. Another excellent example
is furnished by the beaver. During,
summer it leads a solitary life, but)
at tne approach of winter commani-
ties are formed, building operations)
commence, stores laid up as soon as
the dwellings are completed, and
every individual of the community
recognises clearly that the interest
of the family and the colony come
first. In their family life, they, in
common with many other animals,
offer an example which might well
be copied, not only by savage, but
also by civilised communities.

Clyde's Lion.

Morrow. Bassett and Co. havebeA
appointed sole agents in New Zea-
land for the Cochshutt Plough Com-
pany's famous

'
Excelsior

' .arm im-
plements. Champions all over the
globe. Send for catalogue.—***

THE HOLIDAYS ARE HERE !.
What are you going to give your

boys and girls for a Christmas pre-
sent ? If you use '

Book Gift
'

Tea
you can have your choice from our
catalogue of over 500 good and use-
ful books, absolutely free. If you
cannot procure catalogues of books
from your grocer, send toW. Scoular
and Co., wholesale agents, Dunedin,
and a copy will be posted you by re-
turn mail The following useful
books are on our catalogue :

—
Mrs.

Beeton's Book on Cookiery andhouse-
hold management, given with 6lb of
tea; The Doctor at Home, a book
that should be in every house,given
with 101bof tea; The Amateur Car-
penter, given with 101bof tea;The
Enquirer's Oracle, or Enquire within
upon everything. The money spent
by others in extensive advertising
and showy labels and tins is given
by us to the customer in the form of
high class literature.

— ***
NEVER FORGET :Prevention is

Better than Cure.— A dose of TUSSI-
CURA administered when a personia
suffering from a bad cold or a har-
assing cough, will not only give in-
stant relief, but will also strengthen
the organs affected, thus preventing,
more serious trouble in the future.
No household should, therefore, be
without a bottle of this mixture, as
its timely administration will ob-
viate suffering in after life and pre-
serve the constitution from disease.
One feature of this preparation
should not be overlooked— namely,
that it is applicable to both the
adult and infant, all that is neces-
sary being the adjustment of the
doses to the circumstances, accord-
ing to the directions.— Kempthorne,
Prosser, and Co., Agents.

Church in the person of its visible
head. The representatives of France,
the

'
fille ainee de l'Eglise,' had

the honor of being received first, the
audience being of a most cordial
character. Baron Nisard, the En-
voy-Extraor,dinary, presented tjhe
Holy Father with two magnificent
Gobelins, the gift of President Lon-
bet, the subjects depicted being
the

'
Vocation of the Blessed Joan

of Arc inarching towards theLoire.'
The Holy Father, in accepting thegift and the congratulatory address
w>hich accompanied it, pronojtmced;an eloquent speech, reaffirming the
ties of indelible loyalty which bind
France to the Holy See. The Ger-man and Bavarian Envvoys next had
the honor of being received by the
Sovereign Pontiff, and on Saturday
the special missions sent by

'"
GreatBritain, Russia, Saxony, Belgium,

an)d Montenegro were admitted into
the Papal presence. Numerous pil-
grimages from every part of Italy
and from aibroa'd continue to arrive
in Rome, and the Pope granted nu-
merous audiences every day. The
congratulatory telegrams addressed
to the Pope have been so numerous
that the number of employees at the
Telegraph Office in Rome has hatf. to
be considerably increased.
The BritishMission.

Shortly before noon on Saturday,
March 8 (writes a Rome correspon-
dent), the Holy Father received in
formal audience the Earl of Den-
bigh and the other members of the
British Special Mission. The dele-
gates passed through the Court of
San Damaso, where the PapalGuard
was in attendance, an!d went up to
the Clementine Chamber, escorted
by the Swiss Guards. The members
of the Mission were then conducted
to the Throne room, where the Pope
was seated on the Throne, surroun-
ded by his court. The Earl of Den-
bigh, in presenting the letter of
King Edward, delivered a short ad-
dress, expressing his best wishes on
the occasion of the Jubilee. The
Pope, in reply, said that he was
much touched by the despatch of the
Mission, and expressed his1 thanks to
King Edward for having sent it. He
also referred to the death of the
lamented Queen Victoria. After the
speeches, which were delivered in
French, the Earl of Denbigh pre-
sented the other members of the
Mission. The Holy Father then in-
vited the Special Envoy to follow
liim into his private apartments,
and there conversed with him for a
little while. At the close of the
audience, which was of a very cor-
dial character, the delegates paid a
visit to Cardinal Rampolla, the
Pontifical Secretary of State The
Pope, who was in excellent noalth,

also leceived the Countess of Den-
bigh in private audience.,

SPAIN.
At an ordination held in the pri-

vate oratory attached to the archi-
episcopal palace, Vallaidolid, on the
22n>d February, the following stu-
dents were raised to the subdiaco-
Sby his Grace the Archbishop of
Valladolid, Don Jose Maria Cos .-
Scots College— Rev. Francis O Brien,

of the archdiocese of St. Andrews
and Edinburgh; Rev James Clark,
Rev. Denis Scannell, Rev. Patrick
Owsh, Rev,. Patrick J,Diamond, and

liam Watts and Rev. Jo***
Bannon, of the diocese of Salford;
Rev, Walter Weston, of the diocese
of Birmingham;■ Rev. Thomas
Walker, of the diocese of Northamp-
ton;Rev. Cecil Paget, of the dio-
cese of Shrewsbury ;■ and Rev. Mi-
chael Haggerty, of the diocese of
Newport. «__■■——,
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Save time, money, and horse
flesh by using- the

'Excelsior
'

plough. Morrow, Bassett and Co.
sole agents in New Zealand.—***

T jyr aT T "G^TT* SOLICITOR, corner Caehel and Manchester Streets, CHRISTOHURCH. has MON^J"
j\l «|, 111.t\ iiliPi*j TO LEND at current rates repayable on easy terms.

p FITZGERALD,
PAINTER AND PICTORIAL WRIT

HOUSE DECORATOR,

MAIN ROAD, SOUTH DUNELIN.

Estimatesgiven,

HOTEL,
Corner of David St. & Cargilii Road

CAVERSHAM.
J. Ryan (late of Ranfurly), Proprietor.

Havingr taken the above well-known
and centrally situated hotel, the proprietor
hopeß bykeeping none but thebest brands
of liquorsto obtain a fair share of support.
First-Class Accommodationfor Travellers.

TERMS MODERATE.


