
Australia's Song-bird.
Everyone has heard ol Amy Castles and everyoneknows

hownaturally and pardonably proud Australians are of their
latest queen of song. Miss Castleshas had abrief but brilliant
career. It is only three years ago since she first attracted
notice as a pupil in a convent school in Bendigo. Through
the influence and under the direction of the Rev. Father
Robinson of Melbourne—himself a great musical enthusiast—
the gifted school-girl was brought prominently before the public
and was received with such enthusiastic appreciationthat in a
few months she had earned the handsome sum of
Having thus provided the

'
sinews of war

'
she set out for

Paris toundergo a course of study and careful training in the
niceties of the vocal art. She at once took upher residence
with the Sisters of the SacredHeart in Paris, and placedher-
self in the hands of the famous teacher, Madame Marchesi.
All the Australian critics and authorities who had heard Miss
Castles were agreed in regarding her as a pure soprano but
MadameMarchesi decided that her voice was a dramaticcon-

traltoand proceeded to tram her accordingly. For a time the
young pupil deferred to Madame'ssupposed superior judgment
butat length, feeling satished that the great teacherhad made
amistake, she left her and commenced to study, as a soprano,
under Monsieur Fouhy. It is significant ot theposition which
the convent pupil had attained in the musical worldthat her
decision to leave Madame Marchesi wasconsideredof sufficient
interest tobe sent as acablemessage allover the world. Miss
Castles continued undei M. Fouhy until last year when she
made her first appearance in London at one ot the Boosey
concerts. Her London Jibnt was a completesuccess and even
the staid and sober Time* predicted for her a splendid futuie
and an assured place as one of the world's greatest singers.
After a successful London season Miss Castles engaged with
Mr. I.C. Williamson for a conceit tour in Australia and for
thisshe receives, it is said, the magnificent fee of £5000.

On her return to Melbourne the other week Miss Castes
was accordeda grandpublic reception,at which the Governor-
General,Federal Ministers, and all the celebritiesof the city
took part. Her first concert was given on the following night,
and the Melbourne and S>dic} papeis, without exception, arc
enthusiastic over her success. The Sydney Morning Herald
sa\s "-

' '1 here was only one opinion as to the wonderlulrich-
ness ol her voice, and musical experts whoare able to compare
thepresent with the pa^-t are agreed that slu- has made sub-
stantial progress during the paM. two je-ars in fixing the vocal
tones and technique, and th it futther progress m the s'inie

direction will ensurea splendidcareer.' And the musicalcritic
of the Melbourne Argus thus desci ibes her singing

— 'Miss
Castles's voice is still what it was when she left Victoria. It is

a soprano of peculiarly captivatingquality. The vocal tone is

firm, broad,and resonant. Her notes are insistent in acous-
tic e'itect withoutbeing too incisively penetrative. 'Hie texture
of the voice is

—
to use a term san<lioned by such a great

musician as Thalbcrg—
" velvety." The tones caress the ear

rather than strike it. She gives }ou the idea that she must
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Current Topics sing though she die for it. Nature has favored her with a
marvellous gift,and she revels in its use. When she sang in
Melbourne three yearsagoshe was immature, but her singi.ig
promised to improveunder tuition. Thepromisehasbeen more
than fulfilled. She returns midwayin her studies, to give Aus-
tralians an opportunity to note her progress, and, having
regard to the advancementalreadyaccomplished,we maycon-
fidently expect that on the completion of her trainingshe will
take a high position in the musical world. Miss Castles has
very frankly offered herself for consideration in the role of a
student. She might well have claimed a hearing on any
terms, but it is as an advanced student of course that her
efforts call for criticism. The audience was not satisfied with
one song;Miss Castles was called and recalledseveral times.'
Miss Castles commences this week a very briefconcert tour in
this Colony, and we are sure she will receive everywhere the
enthusiastic welcome to which her history and her merits en-
title her.

A Word to Laymen.
There can be little doubt, we think, thathowever zealous

and devoted our Catholic laity are in giving themselves to
church work they are, in the matter of takingan active part in
public aifairs, seriously behind hand and decidedly apt to hide
their light under a bushel. There are some bright and highly
creditableexceptions, it is true,but, on the whole,our laymen
havea distinct tendency to keep themselves to themselvesand
to mrtgine that they have fulfilled the whole duty requiredof
mm it they are faithful to their direct Church obligationsand
their religiousduties. The result is that Catholics =ire apt to
be looked upon as a somewhat neghgeable quantity in all that
relates to public ait lirs, and thus we are deprived—or rather,
wedeprive ourselves—of our proper share of public weight and
inilu< nee in the (.(immunity. As Archbishop Ireland, the most
piogressive of American prelates, has put it: 'Men judge by
what they see. If the Catholic laity remain on one side quiet,
saying their prayers,no matter how well tKey say them, if
they do nothing else, the country willmove along without them;
will move along without being influenced in the least by them;
will move along, believing that they are half dead,or believing
that they take no interest whatsoever in the welfare of the
mighty nation. And, if I do not mistake much, the American
likes to see peopleat work for America. He likes to see tan-
gible results, he likes a fair, courageous fighter, and if the
Catholic laity of the country come forward with the full courage
of their convictions, determinedto do the be^t for their Church
and for their country, he will say,

" Well, you are a good
fellow and you ought to haveyour lights !"'

In this Colony Catholics have everything to gain and
practically nothing to lose by coming into closer social and
civil contact with the rest of the community. We haveknown
it tried in more than one country town inNew Zealandby
priests as well as laymen the result in each case has beenthat,
one by one,old-timeprejudices against Catholics werebroken
down, and the Church has received a measure of fair treat-
ment

—
-and indeed of generosity— 'from the local Protestant

community which is not commonly her portion. There is
redly no reason in the world why our various local bodies,
our boroughand county councils, our public literary societies
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