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to decline and gradually spent itself. And this week the
cables announce that the strike has entirely fizzled ont
and work has been resumed, this resolt being attributed
partly to the firm attitude adopted by the Govérnment and
partly to the lack of strike fands,

*

If this recent outhreak were the first affair of the kind
in Belginm, it wonld not he nearly so serious or so signifi-
canb, but it is in fuct only the latest development of o very
old uud deep-seated tronble.  Preciscly the same thing took
place so long ago as 1886, when Lhe artisans in the towns
ceased work, engaged in violent riots, and gave themselves
ap to the destruction of property with an almost Nihilist
recklessness, and with an uiter indifference to any benefit
that could come to themselves so long as they could wreak
vengeance on those whom they regarded as their oppressors.
Again in 1891 a huge suffrage ‘ demonstration ’ was organ-
ised at Brusscls, and the Government showed considerable
alarm ou the occasion for the Army Reserves were called out
end for days previously the railways were crowded with
troops. The Government could hardly have made a greater
display of military strength if an invading army had been
on their borders. The demonstiation, however, partly per-
haps because of these precautions, was curried out in an
entirely orderly and peacesble way. The movement, never-
theless, was all the time increusing rapidly in volume and
intensity, and two years later an outhreak ocenrred ideuti-
cal in all respects, except as to its resnlt, with that of the
lagt two or three weeks, Then, as now, the workmen pre-
gented to the Chamber a demand for a revision of the Con-
stitntion with a view to the extension of the franchise,
and when the Chamber rejected thie proposal the Socialist
leaders at once ordered a general * halt of toil.” Belgium is
the land of cities, and the workmen of the cities on this
oceasion became so fiercely excited a3 to make it evidens
that they would soon master the Town Guards, and the
Govervment would then have been compelled to give in or
to call out the troops and fight for their very esistence.
For once the Socialists scored an undouhted victory. The
Government bent before the storm ; the Chamiber yiélding to
the fear of a great insuirection and its consequences, agreed
to a revision of the Constitution, and when the revision was
held an extension of the francluse, to which we shall refer
Yater on, was carried by an overmhelming majority.  After
nearly nine yews’ cyperience of the colarged franchise the
Socialists are still dissatisfied, and, inspired no donbt by the
merory of their triumph in 18903, they organised the vio-
lent and detervived ontbresk which has just been brought
te a close.

»

What, then, iv may be asked, ave the speeial grievances
of the Sociulists, and what is it precisely that they wans ¥
Tt wst certaiuly be admitted that the arkisans of Belgium—
from whose ranks the Socialists are deiwn—have undoulbt-
edly a real grieyance, thoueh whether ib can be remedied, in
the preseat cconomic condition of the country, by a mere
extension of electoral rizhts i3 entirdly open to question.
The grievance is vt at the Belgiun worlinen are among the
worst-pid and niost over-worked 1w Korope.  For years
past the wages have Dicen very low, averaging on the whole
less than 124 a weekound in some ocenpations only 10s.
And the overworking is shameful. Twelve honrs o day is
cansidered cverywhere o [air minimum, and in several tradoes
fourteen hours are nob uncommon. It is trae that Lhis
state of things cannot Le traced to the shortcomings or mis-
decds of any political pariv. Lut is dne largely, if nat
entirely to the pressure of competition and to thie cconomic
condition: of the country. It is true. toe, that the Clerical
or Catholic party, which lus been for many years in the
ascendant. has done a very great deal by cslablishing work-
men’s hostelries, mataul aid socictivs, furmers’ leagues, ete.,
to mitigate the hardships of the laborers’ lot.  Still the
fact remuins that, on the whole, the artisang are underpnid,
overworked, underfed, and badly housed, and they are
naburally snd not unreasanalbly discontented. What intensifics
their discontent is the fact that they koow, or
think they know, a cure for all their ills and the
longer Lhey are in obtaining what they want the more
keenly nmnpatient they become.  Their’ cure is nniversal
soffrage. We in New Zealand, who lave been so long
accnstomed to the most ample clectoral vights and who hasve
lewrnt by esperioncs that their conecsden’ is Ly no means 4

panaced for industrial ills, can perhaps hardly understand the
magical charm which this proposal has for the Belgian
workers. There is something almost pathetic in the un-
bounded trust they have placed in this remedy.  Only give
them all & vote, only admit everybody to the franchise on
the same footing and somehow or other they would soon
put matters right  In Belgium the franchise cannot be
enlarged by any simpler process than the adoption of an
amendment of the Constitution, and this can only he effected
by a Bill passed by a Seuate and a Chamber of Deputies
specially eiee ed for the purpose of revising the (onstitution,
and then ouly by a two-thiids majority in each House,
The necessity for securing a two-thirds majority in both
Houses, while it no doubt serves as an effective breakwater
against sudden change b the same time croates a sort of
desperate hopelessness which to some extent, accounts for,
if it does not justify, the force and violenve of the Socialist
attucks,
¥*

The existing provisions ag to the franchise in Belgium
are original und peculiar, Prior to the outhreak in 1893,
to which we have already referred, the franchise was
absurdly narrow, and it is little more than the trath to B4y
that under it the workifg classes were left absolutely ua-
represenced 1o Parliament, At the revision of the Consti-
tution in 1593, a very considerable extension of the franchise
was adopted, and the provisions now obtaining are as follow :
Every citizen over twenty-five years of age has one vote.
Every man over thirty-five or married, has two votes, the
idea being that the young man represents only himself, but
that the matured citizen represents himself and his family
besides. Kvery man over twenty-five who possesses property
Up to & certain amount has also two vobes. Finally, every
man over twenty-five years of age who has taken a nniver-
sity degree or has reccived & diploma or certificate of higher
instruction has three votes, No person can have more than
three votes, and any ons who refrains from voting at an elec-
tion is guilty of a misdemeanor panishable by law. This is,
ag we have said, a very substantial advance on the former
franchise provisions, but the law is still unsatisfactory to
the Secialtsts. It still leaves, they contend, the overwhelm-
ing weight of the voting power in the hands of the highly
educated or the well-to-do,and to that extent disfranchises
the working poor. It is, ag they say, universal suffrage
hampered by fancy franchises, and they stiil cling, and cling
with passionate determination, to their oid ‘one man one
vote ' demand,

*

The  Socialist agitation nrdonbtedly places Delgian
stutesnien Inoa very difficnls dilemma.  The universal suf-
frage which the workimen desire will in the Dresent temper
of the people be o danger if granted and a danger if
withheld.,  To will he a dunger if it is granted because after
all ther strageles and sufferings the Socialists will be apt,
e the first fush of victery, to use their newly-acquired
power i order Lo effect a social and industrial upheaval
whoel niy have the most serions consequences and to none
more that to the working classes themselves. It will be
a dunger if it is withheld because when & large and
inereasimgly  powerful  cliss  sees only one barrier
nterposed between 16 and prosperity ib will go all lengths in
order to remove that bartier. ~Although the danger has, for
the present, been happily averted, we cannot feel that the
enistng legislation «wffords any permanent solution of the
difficulty.  The Socialists ave in such deadly earnest, their
movement has acguired so much momentnm, that it cannot
be long Lefore fresh trouble will arise. It does not properly
come within our province to prophesy on such matters, but
we cannot help venturing the opinion that sooner or later
the Belgian Parlimment will find itsell bound, as the lesser
of two evily, to concede an wbeolutely unestricted franchise,
trusting to the sobering inflnence of responsibility to
teach the Socialists the wisdom of being moderate und the
absolute necessity of recognising that their principles can
never be otherwise than gradnally and partially applied.

The reputation of the New Zealand Clothing Factory for the
superior quality of its goods is 80 well known that it is aimost un-
necessary 1o catl the attention of our readers to the faect, It has 33
branches in the Colony, in a word, in every centre from Auckland
to Invercargitl, Parents who require serviceable winter wear for
their boys should inspect the comprehensive stock of youths’
olothing shown at any of these branshes, which for value, style,
and exccllence of material cannot be beaten...

KINGSLAND & FEBGUSON

UNDERTAKERS AND MONUMENTAL MASONS, SPEY AxD Drg Srmmmre
INVERCARGILL,
Every description of Monuments in Stock, We supply and ereot all k

Funerals condnoted to or from any part of Soutblana.
inde of grave fences Insoriptions neatly out. Telephone 25,



