
to decline and gradually spent itself. And this week thecables announce that the strike has entirely fizzled out
and work has been resumed, this result being attributed
partly to the firm attitude adopted by the Government and
partly to the lack of strike funds.

If this recent outbreak were the first affair of the kindin Belgium,it would not be nearly so serious or so signifi-cant, but it is in fact only the latest development of a veryold and deep-seated trouble. Preasclv the same thing took
place so long ago as 1886, when the'artisans in the°towns
ceased work, engaged in violent riots,and gave themselvesup to the destruction of property with an almost Nihilistrecklessness, and with an utter indifference to any benefitthat could come to themselves so long as they could wreakvengeanceon those whom they regarded as their oppressors.Again in 1891 a huge suffrage 'demonstration ' was organ-
ised at Brussels, and the Government showed considerable
alarm on the occasion for the Army Reserves werecalled outand for days previously the railways Were crowded withtroops. The Government could hardly have made a greaterdisplay of military strength if an invading army had been
on their borders. The demonstration, however, partly per-haps because of these precautions, was carried out 'in an
entirely orderly and peaceable way. The movement,never-theless, was all the time increasing rapidly in volume andintensity, and two years later an outbreak occurred identi-cal in all respects, except as to its result, with that of thelast two or three weeks. Then, as now, the workmen pre-
sented to the Chamber a demand for a revision of the Con-stitution with a view to the extension of the franchise,
and when the Chamber rejected the proposal the Socialist
leaders at once ordered a general'halt of toil.' Belgium isthe land of cities, and the workmen of the cities on thisoccasion became so fiercely excited as to make it evidentthat they would soon master the 1ownGuards, and theGovernment would thenhave been compelled to give in or
to call out the troops and fight for their very existence.For once the Socialists scored an undoubted victory. TheGovernment bentbefore the storm; the Chamber yielding tothe fear of a great insuirection and its consequences,agreed
to a revisionof the Constitution,and when the revision washeld an extension of the franchise, to which we shall refer
later on, was carried by an overwhelming majority. Afternearlynine yeais' experience of the enlarged franchise theSocialists are still dissatisfied, and, inspired no doubt by the
memory of their triumph in 1HO;;, they organised the vio-
lent and determined outbreak which has just been brought
to a close.

What, then, it may be asked, are the special grievances
of the Socialists, and what is it precisely that they want r
Itmust certainly be admitted that theartisansof Belgium—
from whose ranks the Socialists are drawn

—
have undoubt-edly a real gne\anoe, though whether it can be remedied, in

the present economic condition of the country, by a mereextension of electoral rights is entinly open 'to question.
The grievanceis t! at the Belgian woikmen are among the
worst-paid and most over-worked in Europe. For yeara
past the \\,t<>i's h;i\e been very low, averaging on the whole
less than 12s a week, and in some occupations only 10s.
And the overworking is .shameful. Twelve hours a day is
considered ever)where a fair minimum,and in several trades
fourteen hours are not uncommon. It is true that this
state of things cannot be traced to the shortcomings or mis-deeds of any political party, bat is due largely, if not
entirely to the pressure of competition and to the economiccondition of the country. It is true, too, that the Clerical
or Catholic party, which has been for many years in theascendant, has donea very great deal by establishing work-
men's hostelries,mutualaid societies, farmers' leagues, etc.,
to mitigate the hardships of the laborers' lot. °Still thefact remains that, on the whole, the artisans areunderpaid,
overworked, underfed, and badly housed, and they arc
naturally and notunreasonablydiscontented. What intensifiestheir discontent is the fact that they know, orthink they know, a cure for all their ills and thelonger they are in obtaining what they want the morekeenly impatient they become. Their cure is universalsuffrage. We in New Zealand, who Inn e been so long
accustomed to the most ample electoral rightsand whoha\elearnt by uxpemneu that their concession is by no meansa

The reputation of the New Zealand Clothing Factory for thesuperior quality of its goads is so well known that itis almost un-necessary to cail the attentionof our readers to the fact. Ithas 33branches in the Colony, ina word, in every centre from Aucklandto Invercarghl. Parents who require serviceable wiuter wear fortheir boys should inspect the comprehensive stock of youths'
clothing shown at any of these branches, which for value, style,
and excellence of material cannot be beaten...
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panacea for industrial ills,canperhapshardlyunderstand themagical charm which this proposal has for the Belgianworkers There is something almost pathetic in the un-bounded trust they have placed in this remedy. Only givethem alla vote, only admit everybody to the franchise onthe same footing and somehow or other they would soonput matters right In Belgium the franchise cannot beenlarged by any simpler process than the adoption of anamendment of theConstitution,and this can onlybe effectedby a Bill passed by a Senate and a Chamber of Deputiesspecially elec td for the purpose of revising the Constitution,and thenonly by a two-thhds majority in each House.Ihenecessity for securing a two-thirds majority in bothHouses, whileit no doubt serves as an effective breakwateragainst sudden change at the same time creates a sort ofdesperate hopelessness which to some extent accounts forit it does not justify, the force and violence of the Socialistattacks.

The existingprovisions as to the franchise in Belgiumare original and peculiar. Prior to the outbreak in 1893,to which we have already referred, the franchise wasabsurdly narrow,and it is little more than the truth to saythat under it the working classes were left absolutely un-represented in Parliament. At the revision of the Consti-tution in1893, a veryconsiderable extension of the franchisewas adopted,and the provisionsnow obtaining are as follow "
Lvery citizen over twenty-five years of age has one vote!Lvery man over thirty-five or married,has two votes, theidea being that the young man represents only himself,butthat the matured citizen representshimself and his familybesides. Every man over twenty-five who possesses propertyup to a certain amount has also two votes. Finally, everymanover twenty-five years of age who has taken a univer-sity degree or has received a diploma or certificate of higher
instructionhas three votes. No person can have more thanthree votes,and any one whorefrains from voting atan elec-tion is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by law. This is,as we ha\ c said, a very substantial advance on the formerfranchise provisions, but (he law is still unsatisfactory tothe Socialists. It still leaves, they contend, the overwhelm-
ing weight of the voting power in the hands of the highlyeducated or the well-to-do,and to that extent disfranchisesthe working poor. It is, as they say, 'universal suffragehampered by fancy franchises,'and they still cling, and clingwith passionatedetermination, to their old 'one man onevote

'
demand.

The Socialist agitation undoubtedly places Belgianstatesmen in a \ery difficult dilemma. The universal suf-frageuhich the workmen desire will in the present temperoi the people be a danger if granted and a danger ifwithheld. It willbe a danger if it is grantedbecause afterall their struggles and sufferings the Socialists willbe apt,in the first flush of \ictory, to use their newly-acquired
power in oider to effect a social and industrial upheavalwhich mayha\e the most serious consequences and to nonemore than to the working classes themselves. It will bea dangei if it is withheld because when a large andincreasingly powerful class sees only one barrierinterposed between it and prosperity it will go all lengths inorder to remove that bariier. Although thedanger has, forthe present, been happily averted, we cannot feel that the
existing legislation affords any permanent solution of thedilliculty. The Socialists are in such deadly earnest, their
movement has acquired so much momentum, that it cannot
be long before fresh trouble will arise. It does not properly
come within our province toprophesy on such matters, but
we cannot help venturing the opinion that sooner or laterthe Belgian Parliament will find itself bound, as the lesserof two e\ils, to concede anabsolutely unrestricted franchise,
trusting to the sobering inlluence of responsibility toteach the Socialists the wisdom of beingmoderate and theabsolute necessity of recognising that their principles can
never be otherwise thangradually andpartially applied.

17

KIKGSLAUD L FEBSTJSQH1 UNDERTAKERS AND MONUMENTAL MASONS, Spey and Djcb Stbeeth«,*, w *^|V y ¥ v4l Invercabgull. Funerals conductedto or from anypart of Southland.Every deecriptionof MonumentsinStock. We supply anderect allkindsof grave fences Inscriptions neatly out. Telephone25.


