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Functions in Fruit,

o
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THE ' Medicine Brief * thus summarises the various uees of fruit in
relieving discased conditions of the body, The list is worth keep-
ing—Under the category of laxatives, oranges, figs, tamarinds,
runes, myulberries, dates, nectarines, and plums may be included.
omepranates, cranberries, blackberries, spuma. berries, dewberries,
raspberries, barberries, quinces, pears, wild cherries, and medlars
are astringents. Grapes, peacher, strawberries, whortleberries,
prickly pears, black currants, and melon seeds are diuretics, Goose-
berries, red and white currants, pumpkins, and melons are refri-
gerants. Lemons, limes, and apples are stomachic sedatives.

Catholicism in Germany.

&
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Ceraws compilations of Prussia for the decade ending December 1,
1900 (says the Reostary Magazine) reveal o remarkable growth in
the population of Catholic inhabitants, which has tempted some
statisticiane to caloulate that 200 years hence, if the increase con-
tinues at the same ratio, the Cathelic population will be equally as
Iarge as that of the Evangelical in the kingdom of Prussis, In
1890 the Catholic population in Pruesia numbered 10,252,818, five
yoars later 10,999,605, and in 1800 had increased to 12,113,670. The
growth of the Catholic population during these 10 years has been
10'1 per cent,, while that of the Evangelicals only 7-2 per cent. In
1890 the Evangelical population numbered 19,232 449 and in 1900
incgreared to 21,817,577, Although the Evangelicals show a larger
increase, amounting to 350,000 persons, the relative growth of the
Catholic population is nevertheless 3 par cent, greater, The official
eensus reports set forth that this growth of the Catholic population
was at the coat of the Evangelicals and Jews.

The prime resson advanced for the relative decline of the
Evangelical population ia the revival of reactionary political move-
ments auch as the pocial democracy. The principles of Marx and
L Balle, which form the basis of social demooracy, take issue as
well with the Church as the State, and consequently the social
democrate, including Bebel, Richter, Binger, and Heine extend
their propaganda against the established Church of the Empire as
woll, Thoere have not been wanting efforts to make inroads on the
Catholic parishes, but ihese have been signally unsucgessful. OUn
the other hand the social democrats found the ranks of the Evan-
gelical Church more yielding and the large following of this party
in a great mensure explaing the distrees of the Evangelicals. The
Christian Sccial Union and Christian Werkmen's Unions have been
created as auxiliaries of the Evangelical Church to resist the social-
istic tendencies, but the very last elections in districts made vacant
by resignation of death reveal an ever inoreasing growth of the
social democratic vote, ‘

How strong the spirit of religious and political independence
still remains in the breasts of the Polish subjects of Germany, Aus-
tria, and Austria-Huogary may be seen by the continued protest
meetings againet the Wreyschener affair. Large contributions are
aslted by the central Polish propaganda, operating from its head-
quartere in Switzerland, te render aid to the movement aed giva
assistance to the relatives of those who have been imprisoned in
Poren for taking part in the demonstration before the echoolhouse.
Indeed the agitation kicdles up fames on all sides which show how
readily the Polish sprang to the defence of their compatricts, The
speech of Vor. Buelow in the Reichstag was non-commitral, but it
is donbtful if the German Government will recede from its position
to require instructione in German in religious classes in the Polish
provinces of Posen and Silcsia.

The completion of the magnificent royal church edifice opposite
the Imperial palace in Berlin, which is to serve aa the site of roysl
devotions for the Knicer and Empresn, serves sgain to draw atten-
tion to the decline in church attendance in Berlin. With ite popu-
lation of 1,800,000 sonls it can boast of no more than 59 churches ;
the Evangelical synods and councils are strnggling hard to discover
the reason and apply the remedy. The caunse need not be hard
to look for, Berlin is eoeisl democratic and ecoial-
istic, It sends a solid social democratic delegation to the
Reichstag, controls, with the ILiberals, the city couneil, and
likewise wields a powerful influence in the administration
of the common school eystem, The * volkschule’ have been criti-
cised of late because of the tendency in municipal circles to appoint
teachers and principals whose views coincide with the dominant
political party. Moreover, it is the great numhber of lecture halls
in Berlin which also causea the Churches to resemble deserted
ruins. Leading Evangelicals utter alarm cries from their punlpits
almost every Sabbath day, but the crowds flock to the lecture halls,
the cefes, and theatres,

Eaiser Wilhelm's reference—at the recent palace speech to the
seulptors of the Sieges Allee—to the gruesome realism and hopeless
materialism which to-day govern German sart, serves to call forth
comment on all sides, Not alone German art but also its modern
litorature and drama are struggling with the go-called ‘ modern
realiem.” Upon the stage it is the gloomy psychological drama. In
literature and poetry it is the philosophies of Nietache, Schopen-
hauer, Eant, and Hegel which flow through the books. In the
plastic arte as well as painting the German school hae of late dis-
played particular fondnees for the ‘ modern reslism’ of French,
Italian, and Belgian art. Indeed it is m grim procession which to-
day etalks thromgh German literature, the German stage, and iis
art gallery.

Is Cancer Contagious ?
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AT a meeting of the Budget Committee of the Reichstag, says the
Moarning Past’s Berlin correspondent, the representative of the
Government stated that the Berlin committee for the investigation
of cancer had received from German doctors materials embracing
maore than 12,000 descriptions of ¢he disease. It has now been posi-
tively established, he said, that cancer was not hereditary, and that
it was contagious,

There existed, for inetance, loealitins in which the diseass was
conatantly reappearing. The contagion, the Government represen-
tative continued, is not communicable through the medinm of
plants, Many animals, especially dogs and cats, suffer from cancer,
Horses and cattle are little, if at all, affected by it. It is now inten-
ded to reserve, in addition to the institute in Frankfort, two depart-
ments of the Charity Hospital in Berlin for the investigation and
treatment of cancer,

Longevity.

———

MoRE peaple over 100 years old are found in mild climates than in
the higher latitudes (says the Family Doctsr). According to the
laat ceneus of the German Empire, of a population of 50,000,000
only 78 have passed the hundredth year, France, with a populatisn
of 46,000,000, has 213 centenarians. In England there are 146, in
Ireland 578, and in Scotland 46. Sweden has 10, Norway 23, Bel-
gium 5, Denmark 2, Switzerland none. Spain, with a population of
.18,000.,000, hag 401 persons aver 100 years of age. Of the 1,250,000
inhabitants of Servia, 575 have paseed the century mark. It is said
that the oldest persun livingr is Brumo Cotrim, born in Africs, and
now living in Rio de Janeire, He is 150 years old. A coachman
in Moscow has lived for 140 years,

Mr P.J. Helean notifies hir friends and the general public that
having severed his connection with Messre Hallensisin Bros,, Dun
edin, as practical manager, he proposes starting in business on his
own account at 9 and 11 Stafford street, Dunedin, on the Sth inst,
He will be pleased to execute all orders for high-clags tailoring
(ladies and gentlemen) with satisfaction to those who extend their
patronage....

A L B I O N H O T E L
DEE STREET, INVERCARGILL,

M. METZGRER, Proprietor (late Railway Hotel, Orepuki),

Having now taken possession of the above favorite and centrally
sitnated house, which has been thorpughly renovated, will rpare no
pains to make travellers and the general public as comfortable as
poseible.

Only the best brands of Wines and Spirits kept,

A porter meets every train,
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1200 M A 0 I I N E S,

THE LARGEST ORDER EVER GIVEN FOR
TYPEWRITERS,
A few weeke ago the Anstrian Government ordered 1200 Smith
Premier Typewriters after competitions lusting three months,
Present output, over 100 Machines a Tiay,
The present demand exceeding the supply.

OVER 200 IN USE IN DUNEDIN,
Sole New Zealand Agents :
HAYWARD AND GABRRATT,
Moray Place (next Criterion Hotel), Dunedin, New Zealand,
Typewriter Experts. Repairs a Specialty.
Art Catalogue Free. Telephone 425,
wHAT THE PUBLIC SHOULD ENOW

IB THAT

R. WAGHORN,

JIRECT IMPORTEER,
LONDON PAPERHANGING WAREHOUSE,
13 THE CHEAPEST HOUSE IN TOWN FOR ALL KINDS
OF PAIN1ERS' REQUISITES.

WHOLESALE WAREHOUSE : Stuarr St., DUNEDIN

BUTLER'S FAMILY HOTEL, ASHBURTON
P. DxvaNe, Proprietor (late of the Ashhnrton Hotel).

Mr Devane, having purchased the above Commodious and Well-
known Hotel, {8 now in a position to offer Firet-Olass Accommoda-
tion to Boarders, Visitors, and the General Public. The brilding
has undergons a thorough renovation from top to hottom.

Yisitors will find all the comforts of & homa,

€ood Table, €ood Liquors, Moderate Charges, Billiard Room,
Bath Hoom, and Good Btabling.

TererHONN, No 20,

SHERIDAN & CO.

LEADING LAND AGENTS, HOTEL BROKERS & FORWARDING AGENTS
? GISBRONE, POVERTY BAY.

3~ CORRESPONDENCE INVITED



