
The progress of the Catholis faith in Tasmania (says the Moni-
tor') is markedby the steadily increasing number of convents and
religious institutions which are springing up amongst us. Not
many yearsago in the Archdiocese of Hobart there werebut three
convents— two in Hobart and one in Launceston. Indeed, when
his Grace,our venerable Archbishop, came to assume the reins of
episcopal authority in the island, there was but one religious com-
munity in the diocese,and that consisted of a few Sisters only.
Since then whata change has takenplace! Instead of one wehave
five distinct religious sisterhoods, laboring amongst us in those
works of charity special to the aim and purpose of their constitu-
tions

—
thePresentation Sisters, the Sisters of Mercy, the Sisters of

Charity, the Sisters of the Good Shepherd, and the Sisters of St.
Joseph. Instead of one convent and school we have 26 conventschools, 21 convents, and something like 180 Sisters. The late
censusreturns showedthat we are holding our ownin the increase
of population, and considerably advancing with the years. The
increase in cur religious institutions, schools,convents, etc., show
that efforts arebeing made tomeet with the larger requirementsof
the faithful consequent upon their increasednumbers.

Jtjst before the beginning of the nineteenth century (writes Dr
James Walsh inan American magazine) anepoch-making discovery
wasmade by anEnglish country phypician tbat foreshadowed the
greatest advances that were to be made during the nexthundred
years in medicine. Edward Jenner (1749-1823), finding a tradition
among themilkmaids in his nativeGloucestershire that thoae who
hadsuffered from a diseasecalled cowpox, caught from an eruption
on the cows' udders, did not afterwards contractsmallpox,investi-
gated thematter. He found that cowpox was probably an animal
modificationof human smallpox,and he suggested the introduction
of vaccination

—
that is, inoculation with the virus of cowpox

—
in

order to produceimmunity tosmallpox. Vaccination has been fol-
lowedby all thebenefits that Jenner prophesied. His idea was far
inadvanceof his time. At the end of the eighteenth century his
practical applicationof a chance discovery anticipatedsuch ideas as
immunity,protection and modification of disease that are now,at
the beginning of the twentieth century, topics of acutest interest
in themostpromising department of medicine. At the beginning
of the nineteenth century the impression was very general that
moat of the symptoms of disease

Were Due to LivingCauses.
Asnothing wasknown of the minute germs of disease, it was

concluded that worms in the intestinal tract were a frequent cause
of otherwise inexplicable symptoms. A great number of prescrip-
tions for the removal of worms w.s in use. The vermifuges,as
they arecalled, were the most popular family remedies. Popular
medical tradition has not got ent rely beyond this stage as yet,
and manypeople are persuaded that unusual symptoms, especially
inchildren, must be due to worms Needless to say our care in food
materials, and especially in the inspection of meats, has done away
with thedanger of worms developing toaDy great extent.

Supposedly scientific medicine at this time waioccupied with
the thought that disease was due to a change in oneof thehumors
of thebody, theblood, the lymph, or thebile. During the first few
years the teaching of the eminent Frenchman Bichat (1771-1802)
did much to counteract this false notion. He showed that most
diseases were due to changes inspecial tissues. This took disease
out of the order of systemic affections into the morespecial class of
organic affections. Sad tosay, excessive study brought Bichat't life
toa premature close.

The first to take advantage of Bichat's teaching andapply it
seriously to practical medicine was another Frenchman, Laennec
(1781-1826). Laenneo found that by listening to the sounds pro-
duced in the heart and the lungs he could tell much of the
character of the ailments from which these organs suffered. This
wasanextremely important advanceindiagnosis. At first Laennec
applied his ear directly to the cheßt. Duri'g his mv,stigations
into diseases of thatpart of the boiy, a young woman wasadmitted
to thebenefit of his service at the Necker Hospital inParis. In
order to save her modesty he did not apply his ear directly to her
chest but used a roll of paper as a tube to convey thesound from
the chest to his ear.

This was the First Stethoscope,
and the invention of an instrument that has proved of very great
pervice in the accuratedetection of lung and h«art diseases. Poor
Laennec wasdestined todie at the, early age of -io from consump-
tion, the study of which hai enabled him to throw so much light
upon diseases and initiate that exacter knowledge which was to
prove so important in nineteenth century medicine. He wasborn
in Bretagne and was, likehis fellow-countrymen generally,known
forhis simple faith and earnest piety. It is related of him that
oncein the winter time, while onhis wayto Paris, his wife and he
were thrown out of a sled. When they picked themselves up and
succeeded inrighting the s'ed, f"r the horses had not run away,the
first thing he said was:

'Well, we were at the third decade. Let
us goon.' They had been saying theRis iry together.

After Laenneo the moat important work on a special organ
waadonein England by Richari Bright (1789-1858), whoshowed
that certain symptoms, and especially dropsy, were connected with
changes in the kidneys. Bright's work was very complete in its
way and since then the degenerative kidney affections have been
called Bright's disease.

Curious'y enough there isa tradition that RichardBright, like
Laennec,diedof the disease the study of which had beenhis prin-
cipallife work. This was probably no more than a coincidence.
InLaennec'a case association with tuberculosis patientshad pro-
bably proveda sourceof contagion. Sometimes such cases arecon-
sidered as illustrating the influence of the mind over thebody, for
anumber of surgeons have diedof affections of the organs which
they had studied the most This explanation seems far-fetched,
however,and is oftendoubted.

A Revolution in Melical Thought
with regard to the basis of disease was preparng. Theodor Sch-
wann (1810-1882), a German professor in the Catholic University
of Louvain, showed that the tissues of all animals, like those of
plants, are composedof distinct minute portions separated from oneanother, which he called cells. The study of cells andcell-life soon
led to better knowledgeof the intimateconstitution of organs and
of themanner in which their functions are performed.

Another famous German, Virchow, the father of cellular path-
ology, ashe is called, showed, about themiddle of the century, that
itis not the organs as a whole thatareaffectedby disease,but the
cella of which the organs are composed. Not all of the cells are
affected, but different ones in different diseases. This was thenew
idea that was to revolutionise pathology. Ten years before Vir-
chow's discoveries, the great medical men of Vienna were teaching
that disease was due to changes in the body humors. Except in
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A Century of Medicine. the popular mind, where, as Virchow pointedout last year at theInternational Medical Congress, the old humoral pathology flour-ishes in nearly its ancient vigor,changes in the fluids of the bodyare no longer considered as the importantbasis of disease.
Another great changein medicine waseffectedby the illustriousFrenchman, Pasteur (1822-1895), shortly after Virchow's first workwaspubli3hei. Pasteur showed that certain diseases inanimals,and, later, certain diseases in human beings also, are due to thepresence of minute living germs, which are called bacteria.

Pasteur's work represents someof themostpractically
Valuable AdvancesinMedicine

during the wholecentury. When he came todie, and was laidinhistomb in the littlechapelat the entrance to thePasteur Institutein.Paris, the scientists of both hemispheres felt that one of the world'sgreatest geniuseshad passed away. Besides his labors in the causeof disease,Pasteur hadconferred a neverto be forgotten benefit on
mankindby layingbare someof the secrets of nature's methods ofcuring disease. His success with chicken choleraand anthrax inanimals, as well as the silkworm disease, had been theprelude tohis great humane work on rabies. His experimentsand observa-tions made possible the diphtheria antitoxin, and theprospect ofother such applicationsof biology tomedicine.

Another distinguished Frenchman was doing great originalwork inmedicine about the same time. This wasClaudeBernard(1813-1878), who taught us the function of the ductless gland anda number of the important physiological truths withregard to thenervoussystem and nervous reflexes that enable us tounderstand
the intimatesympathy that exists betweenallportionsof thebody.Claude Bernard's work made clearer something of the obscurepathology of such important diseases as diabetes, myxoedema,obesity,and many of the anaemias. Lord Lister, followingclosely
the workdone by Pasteur withregard to the existenceof germs in
the air that cause fermentation, suggested the employment of
methods to prevent these germs getting into wounds

—
the antiseptictreatment. This made possible the great advances insurgeryattheend of thenineteenth century.

Everyone to his Taste.

Under the aboveheading a contributor writesas follows in the Aye
Maria :—lf:

— Ifyoushould travelaround the world,you would learn to
eat your dinner ina good many ways. la Turkey you would learn
to sit on the floor,cross-legged, and eat off a round tray,without
knives or forks,plate?, glasses,or napkins. All the guests eat with
their fingers out of the same dish. If you dined with the Arabs,
you would pee no knives or forks;and if your host offered you achoice bit of meat,you would be expect d to open yourmouth andlet him put it in. The Arabs useonly the righthand ineating;and, whatis still more funny, they will pull apart or carve turkeys
and fowls with only one hand and without a knife. If itis hard
toseparate,one of the guests will lend his right hand. InSiam
you would be treated to ants' eggs;and in Burmah to locusts,
stuffed and fried. All you young folks would like toeat in Japan;
for they serve candy and sweet things very often,and what one
can't eat one is permitted to take home. Atall grand feasts guests
are expected to bring servants, with baskets, to take back theleavings.

In Abyssinia it is a mark of good-breeding to smack the lips
while eating; and I'm sure you'll not be surprised to hear that
Abyssinians eat their meat raw. In South America you would eat
lizards andsnakes, and among our AmericanIndians you would be
treated to roasted grasshoppers. InOtaheite you would haveyour
dinner alone, ina basket;andif you were in the fashion you would
sit down on the floor, turn your back toeverybody and eat. It is
there considered very improper to eat with others.

But the funniest dish you would see,Ithink, would be inChina, where they serve up little crabs— alive ! Just as they sit
down to dinner the tiny crabs are put into a dish of vinegar, which
makes them very lively. Then they are put into a covered dish
and placed on the table. When everyone is ready the cover is
snatched off, and instantly the table ie covered withscamperingcrablets, running for their lives. Now come4the funI Theguests,
with both hands, grab right and left, and stuff into their mouths
these lively, wriggling craba and eat themdown withgreat relish.
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