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attendance, an easy first. A Protestant authority, Mr, Reni
Bache, who is described as a ‘a well-known newspaper man
and grandson of Benjamin Eranklin,” has made an elaborate
compilation of statistics on the subject, and this is what he
gives as the result of his investigation -~ .

! Nearly one-third of the churchgoers of the United States
are Roman Catholics. Considerably more than one-filth are
Methodists. More than ene-sixth are Baptists. One church-
goer in sixteen is a Presbyterian, and one in seventeen a
Lutheran. One in thirty-nine is an Episcopalian, :‘md one in
thirty-nine a Congregationalist, The balance of the church-
going people is split up into minor sects. ~New Mexico is
almost wholly Roman Catholic; Arizona is three-quarters
Cathalic; Connecticut, Colorado, and California are haif
Catholic, Methodists are strongest in Delaware, South Cali-
fornia, and Florida, numbering fifty per cent. of the church-
goers. Baptists are more numerous in Mississippi, Georgia,
and Virginia, claiming fifty per cent. and upwards in those
States. Twelve in every thirteen religious peopie Jin Utah
prefer the Mormon faith; two in three are Mormons in ldaho,
andone in elevenin Nevada, Catholic New Mexico is the most
pous section of the Union, with sixty-eight per cent. of its
population church communicants. Utah comes next with sixty-
two per cent., for Mormons are first-rate churchgeers. Rhode
Island, Massachusetts, and Connecticut are high up on the
list with over forty per cent.; but Vermont falls much below,
and New Hampshire has a record of only twenty-seven per
cent. Maine drops below twenty-five per cent. The really
heathen States, however, are those of the far West, where the
percentage of churchgoers drops off to a lamentably smal} frac-
tion,’ )

It thus appears that of the whole of the churchgoers in the
United States Catholics number no less than one-third, all the
other religious bodies being far behind., And this in 2 country
which, according to Protestant pulpit orators in Dunedin,
“stands for Protestantism,’

»*

It is gratifying to find that, according to the latest statis-
tics, the Church maintains in the Australasian colonies the
same proud pre-eminence in church atlendance which she has
acquired in other lands. The Government statistician of New
South Wales has furnished an official return on the subject,
which is published in the Sydney Morning Herald of the 22nd
March last.  The following are the official fgures :—
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It is a case once again of © Catholics first, the rest nowhere,’
the number of habitual attendants at Sunday services amongst
Catholics being 123 6Gog, or one third as many again as the
Chureh of Englund, lialf as riny again as the Mcthodists,
nearly five times as many as the Preshylerians, more than
sevin himes as many as the Sahvation Army, ten thimes as waiy

Hancock’s “BISMARK” LAGER BEER.

as the Congregationalists, and nearly eighteen times as many
as the Baptists. It is a record which speaks for itself and
which bears eloquent testimony to the vigor and enduring vi-
tality of colonial Catholicity.

‘ Bloody ’ Mary and * Good ’ Queen Bess,

* Give a dog a bad name and you may hang him’ says
the proverb, and there are few characlers’ in history whose
memory has received such a deep and lasting stain from the
sligma of a bad name as the English Queen Mary, Branded
after her death with the epithet  Bloody’ by partisan his-
torians, the name has been handed down from generation to
generation and from one writer to another, no one thinking it
at all necessary to examine and inquire for himsell as to how
far the odious soubriquet was deserved. Nowadays, however,
history is heing largely re-written ; a carefuyl sifting process is
being applied to many of the hitherto most widely accepted
‘facts,” and historians instead of being content to merely copy
the statements of their predecessors go direct to the best docu-
mentary sources in order to arrive at the truth, The result, in
the present instance, of modern historical research is to demon-
strate how entirely unjust and false is the contrast which has
50 often been drawn between ¢ Bloody Mary’ and
* Good Queen Bess.! The simple truth is, as a recent writer
puts it, that Mary was at least as good as Elizabeth, and
Elizabeth was at least as bloody as Mary. Both ladies un-
doubtedly persecuted under the inflience of the intolerant
spirit of the time, the only difference being that Mary perse-
cuted Protestants and Elizabeth persecuted Catholics. "Mary’s
persecution lasted only four years; Elizabeth’s extended over
lorty-four,  According to Miss Strickland—a recent authority
—the victims of Mary’s persecution numbered ' abave two
hundred,” and according to Lingard, ‘almost two hundred,’
The Catholic victims under Elizabeth amounted, according to
Milner, to two hundred and four, and ‘many others,’ says
Hallam, ¢ died of hardship in prison.’

*

Concerning the general character of Elizabeth’s persecu-
tion, J. R. Green, an eminent historian and himself a Protes-
tant clergyman, has the following ¢ Ta modern eyes there is
even something more revolting than open persecution in a
policy which branded every Cathalic priest as a traitor and all
Catholic worship as disloyal, If we adopt the
Catholic estimate of the times, the twenty years which followed
[1580-1600] saw the execution of two hundred priests, while a
yet greater number perished in filthy and fever-stricken gaols
in which they were plunged. The work of reconciliation with
Rome was atrested by this ruthless energy.” ‘This is how a
competent Protestant writer describes the work of Elizabeth,
and it shows precisely how much claim she has to be celebrated
as 'good Queen Bess.”  As to Mary's personal character and
her personal share in the persecution which took place during
her reign, the matter has been carefully dealt with in a new
history just published, compiled al frst hand from contetn-
porary documents by Miss J. M. Stone, and this is what the
writer says in her summary of Mary's character - Apart
frem all misrepresentation, exaggeration, distorted evidence,
and positive ficlion, there remains the fact that a considerable
number of persons did perish at the stake in Mary’s name.

Mary did but sanction that which was not only
the common practice thronghout Christendom, but which had
been the law of England more than 130 years, and which con-
tinued in lorce for upwards of a century alter hee, , , . ,
We must admit that Mary, and those whose business it was
ta carry out the law, far from entertaining {eelings of vena
geance, provided every possible loophole of escape for those
under examination. Moreover, the aceused, even on the show-
ing of Hox, instead of being the meek and lamblike martyrs we
have been led to consider them, persistently flouted their judges
and treated them with flippant insolence and contempt.”  That
is the last word of history as ta the character of Mary, and it
is a complete vindicatini from the reproach of personal cruelty
and bloodthirstiness with which her name and memory have so
long been associated. The historian of the future will depict
her character in a very different selting from that of * Bloody’
Mary,

—_———

Catholic Chaplains in the British Navy,

The shamelul treatment meted out to Catholics in the
Navy, through the deficiency  of Cathalic chaplains, was
brought under the notice of the House of Commans recently
by Mr. John Dillon, Lord BEdmund Talbot, and Mr., Joyce,
and a vigorous effort was made to secure from the Govern.
ment an undertaking that for the future Catholic seamen
would receive something like an approach to fair play in this
matter. The attempt, however, met with no practical success,
The claims put forward by Mr. Dilion on behalf of the Cath-
olic seamen were modest enaugh in all conscience. They did
not ask that there should be a’ Catholig chaplain m every ship
that has an Anglizan chapliin, but they did ask that a Cath-
ohe chaplain should be attached to each squadron and that,
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