
It thus appears that of the whole of the churchgoers in the
UnitedStates Catholics number no less than one-third, alltheother religiousbodies beingfar behind. And this in a countrywhich, according to Protestant pulpit orators in Dunedin,
'standsfor Protestantism.'

attendance, an easy first. A Protestant authority,Mr. ReniBache, who is described as a 'a well-known newspaperman
and grandson of Benjamin Franklin,' has made an elaboratecompilation of statistics on the subject, and this is whathe
gives as the resultof his investigation::

—
■'Nearlyone-thirdof the churchgoers of theUnitedStates

areRoman Catholics. Considerably more than one-fifth are
Methodists. More thanone-sixth are Baptists. One church-
goer in sixteen is a Presbyterian, and one in seventeen a
Lutheran. One in thirty-nine is anEpiscopalian,and one in
thirty-ninea Congregationalism The balance of the church-
going people is split up into minor sects. New Mexico isalmost wholly Roman Catholic; Arizona is three-quarters
Catholic; Connecticut, Colorado, and California are half
Catholic. Methodists are strongest in Delaware,South Cali-fornia, and Florida, numbering fifty per cent, of the church-
goers. Baptists are more numerous in Mississippi, Georgia,
and Virginia, claiming fifty per cent, and upwards in those
States. Twelve in every thirteen religious people in Utah
prefer the Mormon faith; two in three are Mormons in Idaho,
andoneineleven inNevada. CatholicNewMexico is the most
pious section of the Union, with sixty-eight per cent, of its
populationchurch communicants. Utah comes next with sixty-
two per cent., for Mormons are first-rate churchgoers. RhodeIsland, Massachusetts, and Connecticut are high up on the
list with over forty per cent. ; butVermont falls much below,
and New Hampshire has a record of only twenty-seven per
cent. Maine drops below twenty-five per cent. The really
heathen States,however, are those of the far West, wherethe
percentageof churchgoers dropsoff toa lamentablysmall frac-tion.'

It is gratifying to find that, accordingto the latest statis-tics, the Church maintains in the Australasian colonies thesameproud pre-eminence in church attendance which she hasacquired in other lands. The Governmentstatistician of NewSouth Wales has furnished an official return on the subject,
which is published in the Sydney MorningHerald of the 22ndMarch last. The followingare the official figures :

—

It is a case once again of c Catholics first, the rest nowhere '
the number of habitualattendants at Sunday services amongstCatholics bring 123 605, or one third as many apiin as theChurch of Englmd, hrflf_as rn,my again as the Methodists,nearly five times as many as the Presbyterians,more than
seven times as many as tl,e sa!v jtion Arm)', ten times as many

'Bloody' Mary and 'Good
'

Queen Bess.'
Give a dog a bad name and you may hang him' saysAc proverb, and there are few characters in hiLry whosestfJT* haVT'Ved SUCh. a

n
6ep a'ld lastingstain from thest gma of a bad name as the English Queen Mary. Brandedafter her death with the epithet 'Bloody' by partisan his-S;- cnTrehaS b6en handed downlFrom generation togenerator, and from one writer to another, no one thinking it£r alLneCr,6SSary tO, examine and Squire for himself as to howfar the odious soubriquet was deserved. Nowadays,however,history is beinglargely re-written; a careful siftingprocess isbfjngapplied to many of the hitherto most widelyacceptedfacts andhistorians msteadof being content to merely copythe statements of their predecessorsgo direct to the bestdocumentary sources in order to arrive at the truth. The result inthe present instance, of modernhistorical research is to demon*strate how entirelyunjust and false is the contrast which hasso often been drawn between 'Bloody Mary' andoSsifrM 658' The simple truth is, as a recent writerIT k\£ ai7 WaS at least as g°od as Elizabeth,andElizabeth was at

,
tas blood ag M

>

doubtedly persecuted under the influence of the intolerantspirit of the t.me,the only difference being that Mary persecuted Protestants and Elizabeth persecuted Catholics °Ma^persecution lasted only four years; Elizabeth's extendedoverforty-four According to Miss Strickland-a recent authority—the victims of Mary's persecution numbered "
above twoS, r/ur aCC°rdin? to Lin£ ard> Almost two hundred.'Ihe Catholic victims under Elizabeth amounted, according toHinT1

(U(
U
u drft and four'and Cma"y others,' faysHallam, died of hardship in prison.'

#
Concerning the general character of Elizabeth's persecu-tion, j.K. Green, an eminent historian and himself a Protes-tant clergyman,has the following:—' To modern eyes there iseven something more revolting than open persecution in apolicy which brandedevery Catholic priest as a traitor andallCatholic worship as disloyal If we adopt theCatholic estimate of the times, the twenty years which followedLisbo-ioooJ saw the execution of two hundred oriests whileayet greater number perished in filthy and fever-stricken gaols

in which they wereplunged. The work of reconciliationwithRome was arrested by this ruthless energy.' This is how acompetent Protestant writer describes the work of Elizabethand it shows precisely how much claimshe has to be celebratedas 'good Queen Bess.' As to Mary's personal character andher personalshare in the persecution which took place duringher reign, the matter has been carefully dealt with inanewhistory just published,compiled at first hand from contem-porary documents by Al.ss J. M. Stone, and this is what thewriter says in her summary of Mary's character :—' Apartfrom all misrepresentation, exaggeration, distorted evidence,and positive fiction, there remains the fact that a considerablenumber of persons did perish at the stake inMary's name" " " " Mary did but sanction that which was not onlythe common practice throughout Christendom,but whichhadbeen the law of England more than 150 years, and which con-tinued in force for upwards of a century after her.We must admit that Mary,and those whose business "it wasto carry out the law, far from entertaining feelings of ven-geance,provided every possible loophole of escape for thoseunder examination. Moreover, the accused, evenon the show-
ing of box instead of being themeek and lamblike martyrs wehave been led to consider them, persistently flouted their judgesand treated them with flippant insolence and contempt ' That
is the last word of history as to the character ofMary and itis acompletevindication from the reproachof personal'crueltyand bloodthirstiness with which her name and memoryhave soong been associated. The historian of the future will depicther character in a very different setting from that of 'Bloody'

Catholic Chaplains in theBritishNavy.
Navy.The shamelul treatment meted out to Catholics in theNavy through the deficiency of Catholic chaplains, wasbrought under the notice of the House of Commons recentlyby Mr. John Dillon,Lord Edmund Talbot,and Mr Joyceand a vigorous effort was made to secure from the Govern-ment an undertaking that for the future Catholic seamenwould receive something like an approach to fair play in thismatter. The attempt, however,met with no practicalsuccess,

ihe claims put forward by Mr. Dillon on behalf of the Cath-olic seamen were modest enough in all conscience. They didnot ask that there should be a Catholic chaplain m every shipthat has an Anglican chaplain,but they did ask that aCath-olic chaplain should be attached to each squadron and that,
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as the Congregationalists, and nearlyeighteen times as manyas the Bapusts. It ls a record which speaks for itself and$$«%£s aZ*sstyryt° the vi^ andendurins-
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